EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE STANDARDS BOARD
Date:

6 April 2011

Venue:

East Northamptonshire House, Cedar Drive, Thrapston

Time:

7.30 pm

Present:

Graham Blagden (Chairman)

East Northamptonshire
Councillors:

Glenvil Greenwood-Smith Brian Northall
Barbara Jenney
Roger Powell

Town and Parish Councillors:

Don Campbell
Sue North

Prudence Goss

Independent Members:

Hilary Daniels

Graham Matthews

463.

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2011 were approved and signed by the
chairman.

464.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor Arthur Whittaker sent his apologies.

465.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No interests were declared.

466.

ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT – INTIAL DRAFT

Members considered the outline draft Annual Governance Statement (AGS) for 2010/11 and
commented on the proposed evidence to support the six principles of good governance. The
final AGS no longer needed to be included in the published and audited accounts, but the
council still needed to ensure it has one in place. The board reviewed the draft statement in
detail and made suggestions regarding what should be included.

467.

ACTIVITY REPORT OF THE MONITORING OFFICER

The Monitoring Officer reported on ethical matters she had dealt with since the last meeting. It
was noted that 10 enquiries had been recorded from parish and town council clerks and
councillors, district councillors and the general public. There were 18 vacant town or parish
council seats, which were unlikely to be filled before the elections due to be held on 6 May.
Dates were expected to be agreed shortly with NCALC for joint training sessions on the
current code of conduct for all councillors
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The board was updated on progress with past complaints. The Assessment Sub-Committee
for the complaint reported verbally at the last committee meeting had been held. The
complaint had been referred for ‘other action’ and the appropriate meeting was being
organised with the town council concerned. Of the other two complaints noted in the last
activity report, the ‘other action’ requested of the Monitoring Officer had been taken in both
cases and both sub-committees were content that no further action was required.
The letter outlining the board’s view on declarations of interests by dual-hatted councillors had
been agreed with, and signed by, the chairman of the board and the leader of the council. It
had been sent to the Secretary of State and the two local MPs. A response had been received
from Greg Clark, Minister for Decentralisation including a handwritten note stating that the
council’s concerns would be taken into account.

Chairman
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