Agenda Item 7

Planning Policy Committee
25 July 2016
Planning Policy and Conservation Update
Purpose of Update
The purpose of this report is to provide members with an update on work on the Local Plan
(consisting of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and District Wide Local Plan),
Neighbourhood Plans and some other key areas of work being undertaken by the Planning
Policy and Conservation team.
Attachment(s)
Appendix 1: Brownfield Land Register – Flow Chart for Selection of Sites

1.0

Background

1.1

This report provides an update into key areas of work for which the Planning Policy
and Conservation Team has involvement.

2.0

Local Plan Making

2.1

Following the receipt of the Inspector’s report into the North Northamptonshire Joint
Core Strategy (JCS) 2011-2031 a meeting of the Joint Committee is to take place on
14 July to consider the report and propose the adoption of the JCS (Part 1 Local
Plan). The JCS will provide strategic direction in bringing forward the Part 2 Local
Plan which is subject to a separate report on the agenda.

3.0

Neighbourhood Planning

3.1

Recent progress in respect of Neighbourhood Plans can be summarised as follows:
 Chelveston cum Caldecott Neighbourhood Plan – submitted to East
Northamptonshire Council on 16 March 2016; “Regulation 16” consultation, 8
April – 23 May 2016; independent examination now underway, with Examiner’s
Report anticipated Autumn 2016.
 Collyweston – Neighbourhood Area designation approved 9 May 2016.
 Duddington with Fineshade – Neighbourhood Area consultation currently
underway; closing date 1 August 2016.
 Glapthorn – Neighbourhood Area designation approved 27 June 2016.
 Higham Ferrers Neighbourhood Plan – referendum took place on 18 February
2016, followed by “making” (adoption) of the Plan by the Council on 11 April
2016.
 Stanwick Neighbourhood Plan – consultation for 1st draft Neighbourhood Plan,
21 March – 2 May 2016.

3.2

Further information about these and other emerging Neighbourhood Plans is available
through
the
Neighbourhood
Planning
web
page
(http://www.eastnorthamptonshire.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning).

4.0

Open Space and Playing Pitch Strategy

4.1

A previous update was reported the 22 February PPC outlining work carried out so far
on the Assessment reports. An update on work carried out since is summarised
below:
1

Open Space
The consultants (KKP) have been instructed to carry out further work in the form of a
district wide assessment, in line with the recently amended plan making process. This
requires an assessment report to be written together with an overall Standards paper,
to reflect the District wide approach.
An updated timeline sees a Draft Standards paper being received by ENC by the end
of October.
Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS)
The PPS Assessment report has been finalised and the Playing Pitch Strategy and
Action Plan has been received in draft form. Comments are currently being fed back to
KKP.
Both these documents will be presented to the Planning Policy Committee in
November.
5.0

Brownfield Register Update

5.1

The Government is seeking to maximise the number of new homes built on
suitable brownfield land. It has set a target for 90% of suitable brownfield sites to
have planning permission for housing by 2020, under the provision of the Housing
and Planning Act 2016 (HPA 2016) the Government requires local planning
authorities (LPAs) to prepare a register of brownfield land suitable for housing
development.

5.2

The HPA 2016 has also introduced “permission in principle” as a new route to
obtaining planning permission. This enables planning bodies to grant permission
in principle for housing development on sites allocated in “qualifying documents”
(local plans, neighbourhood plans or brownfield registers) and allows small
builders to apply directly for permission in principle for minor development.

5.3

The February 2016 DCLG technical consultation on implementation of planning
changes explains (para 2.8) that sites proposed in a qualifying document will be
a local decision. This has influenced the North Northamptonshire approach to the
pilot registers of brownfield land.

5.4

Regulations to implement the HPA 2016 provisions on brownfield registers are
expected later this summer, with registers needing to be in place during 2017. To
inform the Regulations, DCLG has supported a number of LPAs in preparing pilot
registers. The Joint Planning Unit (JPU) secured funding to undertake this work on
behalf of the four LPAs, through a Brownfield Working Group.

5.5

Potential sites have been filtered through the criteria set out in the flow chart
Appendix 1 refers, with the reasons for omitting sites being recorded at each stage.
All sites must meet the following NPPF definition of Previously Developed Land.
The initial long list has been filtered down to provisional sites, spread evenly
between the four LPAs. Details of this shortlist will be made available at a later
date as the assessment work is not yet complete and signed-off by all partner
Councils.

5.6

Stage 2 involves the assessment of the shortlist of provisional sites against more
detailed criteria. The JPU is aiming to complete the assessment work by mid August.

5.7

Regulations are expected from DCLG later this Summer, and draft brownfield
registers will be finalised for consideration by each of the LPAs before public
consultation and a wider “call for sites” is undertaken in the Autumn.

2

6.0

Deenethorpe Garden Village

6.1

The Board will formally report back to full Council. The following update is provided
for information only as it is recognised that it links to other Planning Policy Committee
activities.

6.2

The Project Board undertook a site visit on the 5th July 2016 and subsequently met to
discuss progress on the Garden Village project.

6.3

Joint Core Strategy (JCS) Policy 14 relating to the “Deenethorpe Airfield Area of
Opportunity” has been supported by the Inspector who examined the Plan. The Joint
Committee on the 14th July is being recommended to adopt the JCS, which will then
provide a clear development plan context for preparing a masterplan and delivery
strategy for the Garden Village.

6.4

Work on the Garden Village is being led on behalf of the Council by the Joint Planning
Unit, building on work on the JCS, and enabling the ENC Planning Policy team to
focus on the District-wide Part 2 Local Plan and delivery of Rushden East.

6.5

An expression of interest is being submitted in response to the Government’s Locallyled Garden Villages, Towns and Cities prospectus. This could provide an important
source of capacity support (staff, studies, and direct input from HCA/ATLAS) as well
as broader support in accessing Government funding streams and brokering
discussion across Government departments. The Planning Policy Committee will be
updated on progress.

7.0

Rushden East SUE

7.1

The consortium of developers has continued to work up technical evidence that
supports the drafting of a masterplan and eventual planning application which is
expected in 2017.

7.2

To assist this process the Council is engaged in this process through a series of
technical workshops covering key areas, for example, highways, environmental
aspects including drainage and landscaping, green infrastructure provision.

7.3

Background studies relating to the employment provision and local connections,
incorporating space syntax assessments have recently been completed.

8.0

Conclusion

8.1

This report is presented for information to Members, to explain recent progress in local
plan making, neighbourhood planning, the Open Space and Playing Pitch Strategy,
Brownfield Register, Deenethorpe Garden Village and Rushden SUE. It is presented
for information only, with no policy decisions required.

9.0

Equality and Diversity Implications

9.1

There are no equality and diversity implications arising from this report.

10.0

Legal Implications

10.1

There are no legal implications arising from this report.

11.0

Risk Management

11.1

There are no significant risks arising from this report.

x
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12.0

Resource and Financial Implications

12.1

There are no resource or financial implications arising from this report.

13.0

Constitutional Implications

13.1

There are no constitutional implications arising from this report.

14.0

Corporate Outcomes

14.1

The relevant Corporate Outcomes are:



Good quality of life: Regeneration and Economic Development, Sustainable
Development, High quality built environment;
Effective processes: Strong strategic partnerships, community leadership and
management.

15.0

Recommendation

15.1

Members are asked to note the current progress to date with local plan making,
neighbourhood planning, the Open Space and Playing Pitch Strategy, Brownfield
Register, Deenethorpe Garden Village and Rushden SUE.
(Reason – to keep Members informed as to current progress with plan making)

Power:

Legal

Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended)
Other considerations:
National Planning Policy Framework

Background Papers:
None
Person Originating Report: Richard Palmer Planning Policy and Conservation Manager
 01832 74(2142)  rpalmer@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk
Date: 13/07/2016
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Appendix 1 - flow chart for the selection of sites for North
Northamptonshire pilot registers of brownfield land suitable for housing
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Stage 2 – Assessment of short-listed Provisional Sites
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10. What is the potential capacity of the site for residential development
having regard to any constraints and mitigation requirements and
appropriate density range for locality?
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