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Planning Policy Committee – 22 July 2013
Adoption of Thrapston Community Plan
Purpose of report
This report presents the final Thrapston Community Plan (Master Plan) for adoption by this
Council. The Plan has been developed in partnership with the Town Council after a
programme of consultation with community groups and residents, including young people. It
will both form the basis for an action plan for the Town Council and inform future statutory
local development plans for the town.
Attachment(s)
Appendix 1: Thrapston Community Plan (Final)

1.0

Background

1.1

Members will be aware that master or community plans have, or are being developed
for each of the six towns in the District. These plans take a holistic look at the needs
and aspirations of local residents and form the basis for both an action plan for the
Town Council and inform future statutory local development plans for the town being
developed by ENC, JPC and other organisations. It will represent a vision for the town,
with projects that can be implemented over the short, medium and long term.

1.2

In January 2012 Thrapston Town Council approached this Council to seek funding to
enable Consultants to carry out a master plan as they felt they did not have the
resources to undertake the work themselves. This funding request was approved in
February 2012 and consultants Ancer Spa appointed to carry out the consultation work
and develop the plan.

1.3

The project was overseen by a project steering group which comprised:
•Cllr Valerie Carter – Chairman of Thrapston Town Council
•Cllr Peter Baden – Town and District Councillor
•Cllr David Read – Town and District Councillor
•Cllr Michael Finch – District Councillor
•Cllr Wendy Brackenbury – District Councillor
Supported by the Community Partnerships Team.

1.4

A series of consultation activities was undertaken in autumn 2012 which captured the
views of individuals, schools, community groups and businesses in the area, including
the distribution of a questionnaire to various stakeholders and a collaborative
workshop event held at Thrapston Plaza. A draft plan was then drawn up and further
consultation took place over March 2013 before the final plan was produced (See
Appendix 1.)

1.5

The final plan will be adopted by Thrapston Town Council in July. Adoption by this
Council would provide formal recognition of the content of the plan and reinforce its
role in shaping future plans for the Town.

2.0

Equality and Diversity Implications

2.1

No Equalities Impact Assessment is required for adoption. Efforts were made during
the development of the plan to include a wide range of community groups including
older people and young people.
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3.0

Legal Implications

3.1

There are no legal implications arising from the proposed adoption of the final
Community Plan.

4.0

Risk Management

4.1

There are no identified risks arising from this proposal.

5.0

Financial implications

5.1

There are no direct additional financial implications arising from adoption of the final
plan. Additional funding may be required for implementation of individual elements but
it not anticipated that these will fall outside the agreed provisions of the MTFS.

6.0

Corporate Outcomes

6.1

The Masterplan supports priority outcomes set out in the Corporate Plan; including
specifically:
• Improved market towns
• High quality built environment

7.0

Recommendation

7.1

The Committee is recommended to approve adoption of the final Thrapston
Community Plan
[Reason:To recognise the content of the plan in articulating the aspirations of residents
and community groups, including the Town Council, for the future development of the
town]
Power:

Legal

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004

Other considerations:

Background Papers:
Person Originating Report:

Sharn Matthews, Executive Director 01832 742108
smatthews@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk

Date: 11/7/13
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1. Introduction
1.1 Background
Over the past decade, the town of Thrapston has seen
considerable growth. The population of the town has
increased significantly. Over the next 10 years, the town is
expected to grow by a further 25%. Thrapston is now facing
the challenge of how to plan and provide the infrastructure
and facilities to accommodate this growth without
undermining the local character of this historic market town.
Ancer Spa Ltd, together with a team of supporting subconsultants, was commissioned by East Northamptonshire
Council in July 2012 to respond to this challenge and produce
a Community Plan for Thrapston. It comprises the following
four stages:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

Project Understanding and Issues for Discussion
Scoping of the Community Consultation Exercise
Consultation Responses
The Community Plan

Copies of the Stage 1 and Stage 3 reports are available for
viewing on the website www.thrapstontowncouncil.gov.uk

1.2 Aim
The aim of the Community Plan is to develop a vision for
the future of Thrapston. Its purpose is to identify areas of
opportunity for improvement and set out an enthusiastic, yet
realistic, 10 year Action Plan to unlock the potential of the
town, deliver a regenerated town centre, support managed
growth of the town and create the foundations for an
enhanced local community spirit.
A key objective of the Community Plan for Thrapston was to
empower the local community by involving them in planning
for the future of their town. There was therefore a requirement
to engage local partners such as the town council, lead
development partners, businesses, residents, community
groups and school children through various consultation
methods including collaborative workshops.
The Community Plan is intended to complement adopted
Local Development Plans for the Town and follows approved
land use allocations.
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1.3 The Community Plan
Process
What does the Community Plan process involve?
The process of producing a Community Plan
involves:
• Collecting the views, opinions and ideas of local
people
• Gathering evidence and comments about local
issues
• Analysing the information received, and
• Developing an Action Plan to address key issues,
reflect community priorities and shape the future
of the community and its environment
Which issues can a Community Plan cover?
A Community Plan should address all relevant issues,
including:
• Housing
• Children and Young People
• Highways and Public Transport
• Local Services
• Town Centre Regeneration
• Social and Community Facilities
• Economy and Business
• Environment, Heritage & Conservation, and
• Distinctive Local Features or Buildings
Community Plans can help to create a greater sense
of community, encouraging people to focus on
the town’s strengths and the positive action they
propose to take to improve them.
The resulting Action Plan will take time to deliver
and will involve both physical and other projects
based on partnership working between the public,
private, voluntary and community sectors over the
long term. It will provide an important framework for
the alignment of investment priorities of partners in
the public and private sectors as well as informing
decisions for the deployment of contributions from
developments.
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1.4 Structure
This Community Plan report is structured into the
following sections:
• Context: This section examines Thrapston in its
strategic and local contexts and summarises some of
the key issues and opportunities.
• Community Consultation: This section details the
public consultation and involvement which was
undertaken.
• Community Preferences: This section summarises
the main views of the local community and
businesses.
• Vision and Objectives: This section sets out
the Vision and objectives and priorities for the
Community Plan.
• The Community Plan: The Plan sets out the Action
Plan for the proposed initiatives and provides a
framework for future investment.

2. Thrapston in Context
2.1 Location & History
Thrapston is a small historic market town in Northamptonshire
with an estimated 6,000 residents. It is located approximately
9.5 miles from the east of Kettering, approximately 11
miles to the south east of Corby and 12 miles north east of
Wellingborough and 20 miles south west from Peterborough.
Distances from Thrapston to the other Rural Service Centres
are: Raunds - 5 miles to the south) and Oundle – 7.5 miles to
the north.
Thrapston is set within the Nene Valley landscape area;
characterised by a series of wetland features, flooded gravel
pits, historic villages and traditional field patterns. Most of the
land around Thrapston has a high likelihood of Best and Most
Versatile land and is therefore good land for agriculture.

A market town on the edge of the River Nene, its early
prosperity is likely to have been a result of the combination
of a crossing point of the river with several key roads. This
was confirmed with the Market Charter which was granted
in 1205. This is celebrated with the town’s annual Charter
Fair where the High Street is closed for a community event.
Today the town still has a small weekly market together with
regular locally important livestock markets. The bridge is
first mentioned in 1224 although the current large medieval
bridge with nine arches is later in date.
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The original settlement pattern is still evident
today and covers the central area of the town from
Chancery Lane to the High Street. This part of
Thrapston is a designated Conservation Area.
There was significant growth in the 19th century
with the development of two railway stations and
the establishment of the local iron industry which
resulted in extensive rebuilding and development of
the town. The population grew from approximately
1,100 in 1831 to 3,100 in 1991.
Unemployment in Thrapston is generally lower
than district and national averages. Thrapston is
relatively prosperous and within the least deprived
10% of all wards in England.
Major Employers

2.2 Community & Business
Profile
Population
The 2011 projection of population for Thrapston
and environs approximates to just over 6,100; a rise
of circa 26% on the 2001 total, at almost double the
rate of growth for the District as a whole.

The principal employers in Thrapston include:
• H Bletsoe & Son (estates)
• DSV (distribution centre / logistics)
• East Northamptonshire Council
• J Essam & Co Ltd (accountancy)
• Morrisons (distribution centre)
• Paperchase (distribution)
• Primark / DHL (distribution centre)
• Ravago Group / Caddick Ltd (warehousing)
• Saica Pack (packaging)
• Scotts of Thrapston (manufacturing)
• Tilleys Sweets Ltd (confectionary)
• Wattsons (wood products)
• Whitco Catering & Bakery Equipment Ltd

In line with the national findings, people in the town
are living longer and the population as a whole is
ageing. However, the largest demographic group in
Thrapston comprises young people with children
(at almost double the proportion in the District as a
whole).
Approximately 3500 persons of working age were
recorded in Thrapston in 2004.
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Local Economy

Business Information

The local economy as a whole is not dependant on
a few big employers. It is diverse, the majority of
businesses in 2004 comprised 5 or fewer employees.

The Thrapston library provides an information
resource for business start-ups including signposting the support services provided by the
Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership (NEP).

2.3 Premises and Land
The town has long been the focus for surrounding
villages and a local administrative centre, with
buildings such as a workhouse for 26 neighbouring
parishes built in 1836, a corn exchange and a
county court. Today the workhouse building
has been adapted for use as the offices for East
Northamptonshire Council and the Town Council
has premises by the Church. The Town’s current
facilities includes a leisure centre with swimming
pool (currently closed for refurbishment), two banks,
a library and a range of shops including a Post Office,
which attract people from nearby villages.

2.4 Education
There are two schools in Thrapston and three preschool facilities. The schools are: Thrapston Primary
School and the King John School. Thrapston Primary
School is a 500 pupil primary school, which was
rated as ‘Good’ by Ofsted in February 2009. The
King John School is a Foundation, middle school for
ages 9 – 13. It has 430 pupils on its roll according to
Ofsted. It was rated as ‘Good’ by Ofsted in June 2011.

There are a number of distinctive heritage buildings
and areas within the town, including:
• C18 buildings in Chancery Lane/High Street
• Medieval Nine Arches Bridge - marking the western
entrance to the town over the River Nene
• St James Church – oldest surviving building in
Thrapston (dating from C13)
• Montague House – home of Sir John Washington,
the uncle of President George Washington
• Plaza Centre – former cinema, now the main
community venue in Thrapston
• Peace Memorial Park – purchased by the Town
Council in 1920 to commemorate servicemen from
WW1
• East Northamptonshire House – previously the
Union Workhouse built in 1836.
• Cattle Market – established in 1871, located
between the High Street and Market Road (see
above)
• Old Rectory and other listed buildings along
Huntingdon Road

Thrapston does not have any provision of
educational facilities for ages 14-16 or above. Instead
pupils have to travel to other schools outside of the
town (such as the Prince William Comprehensive
School, 8 miles away in Oundle, and colleges such as
Tresham at Corby and Kettering.) . This is a major gap
in provision. The adopted Local Development Plan
propose a new school as part of wider development
of land at Springfield Farm.
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2.5 Healthcare
There are two GP surgeries in Thrapston. These are:
Nene Valley Surgery and The Meadows. There is also
a clinic: Chancery Lane Health Clinic. These services
are located in the same location; all immediately
adjacent to one another.

gym, improved communal areas and a new sauna,
steam and relaxation area. Whilst the construction
is taking place, the Nene Centre gym facilities
have been relocated to the Council Offices of East
Northamptonshire Council.

The nearest hospital with Accident & Emergency
facilities is Kettering General Hospital, which is
located over 8 miles away in Kettering.
There is a dentist in Chancery Lane and a new private
dentist has recently opened next to the Plaza.
There is a pharmacy in the High Street. In addition
to this the Nene Valley surgery in Green Lane has its
own dispensary but it only serves patients living in
surrounding villages and not those in Thrapston.

Other sports facilities in the town include:
• A bowling club including bowling green
• Thrapston Sports Association including football,
cricket and ladies rounders clubs
• Thrapston Tennis Centre, as well as further tennis
courts in the town
• Castle Playing fields
• Middle Nene Sailing Club to the northwest of the
town
• BMX track and Skate Park in Meadows Lane

2.6 Sports & Recreation

Additional open space provision includes:
• The Peace Memorial Park
• 6 local playgrounds located in various areas in and
around the town

Considering the size of the town, Thrapston benefits
from good variety of sports facilities. However, as
the town grows, these will need to be expanded as
there is already over-demand for some facilities such
as football pitches and competitive swimming, with
some teams having to travel to towns elsewhere to
fulfil their home fixtures.
The Nene Centre, opposite the offices of East
Northamptonshire Council is a leisure centre,
managed by Cultural Community Partnerships
(CCP) on behalf of East Northamptonshire Council.
The Centre includes: a swimming pool; crèche;
gym and table tennis. The roof at the Nene
Centre is being replaced. During this temporary
closure, the Centre will also be refurbished and
expanded. Improvements will include a larger
10

Thrapston is located within in the Nene Valley Nature
Improvement Area which has the objectives of
reconnecting wildlife habitats and helping species
respond to the challenge of climate change.

2.7 Transport
Highways
Thrapston has excellent strategic highway
connections being located immediately to the north
of the A14 dual carriageway, which connects the
M1 motorway with the A1, and immediately to the
west of the A45/A605 which link Peterborough with
Northampton.
Public Transport
Although until the 1960s Thrapston used to have
two railway stations, today the town is no longer
served by the railway network. The town is however
served by several bus services.

Saturday of each month to Peterborough (route
203). Hamilton’s & Buckby’s Coaches operates one
service to Oundle and onward to Peterborough on
Thursdays (route 206).
There is also an ‘on-request’ Northamptonshire
County Council ‘County Connect’ bus service for
Thrapston, Rushden and Raunds, and as well as
some of the surrounding villages. This is operated by
Centrebus and operates on Mondays to Saturdays
only.
The nearest mainline railway stations are at Kettering
and Huntingdon (enabling good connections to
both London and the midlands and north east).

2.8 Community Facilities
Churches, Halls & Venues
There are four churches in Thrapston. These are: St.
James’s Church; Thrapston Baptist Church; St. Paul
the Apostle (Catholic); and a Methodist church.

Stagecoach Midlands routes X46 & X47 connect
Thrapston with Northampton. Each of the two
services operates hourly, equating to a service
every half hour during the daytime on Mondays to
Saturdays. The routes also serve Raunds, Rushden,
Irchester, Wellingborough, Earls Barton, Weston
Favell and Northampton College on the way to
Northampton. Because of the number of stops
en route, the travel time to Northampton is about
1 hour 30 minutes which makes it unsuitable for
commuting purposes.

In terms of venues, in addition to the Nene Centre
(which has rooms available for hire) and the
churches, there is a St. Johns Ambulance Hall, St
James Church Hall, and the Thrapston Plaza. The
Plaza includes a hall and stage, and was formerly
in use as a cinema. Recently refurbished, it is the
venue for various performances, and is a well-used
local asset. It is operated by the Town Council as a
‘community centre’.

Centrebus Route 16 operates to Raunds and
Kettering on an hourly frequency on Mondays to
Fridays (daytime only) and every two hours, during
the daytime on Saturdays. Stagecoach Midlands
operates a daily service to Peterborough (Mondays
to Fridays) and a couple of services to Oundle (again
only on Mondays to Fridays).
Diamond Coaches operates one service on the first
11
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Facilities for Young People

Fire Station

Although the town has some good sports facilities, it
is lacking in facilities for young people. e.g. Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts meet elsewhere in Ringstead village
hall. There are youth clubs at the Baptist church
on Thursday & Friday evenings. Whilst there are
several playgrounds for younger children, there are
fewer facilities for teenagers. This is an area where
provision of facilities could be greatly improved.
In addition to the Sailing Club, Sea Cadets are also
based at the lake to the northwest of the town.

The town has a fire station which needs to be based
in the town centre in order to be able to provide
target response times by the retained fire-fighters.

Council Facilities

This will provide community benefits from the
range of socio-economic information that improved
connectivity brings.

East Northampshire Council offices are located
to the south of the Nene Centre in Thrapston.
Thrapston Town Council offices are located in the
High Street. Other facilities include Thrapston
Library, which is open six days a week. The library is
however relatively small in size and only has limited
facilities.

Communications
Thrapston is part of the Superfast Broadband
Northamptonshire Project which aims to improve
services through full coverage of next generation
access (30mbps and above) to the county by 2017.

2.9 Housing
The town benefits from a good range of housing
types and tenures though there is a shortage of
bungalows for the elderly to buy or rent. The quality
of the housing stock in the town is generally good.

Crime & Police
In general, Thrapston is a safe and amenable place to
live, work and visit. Crime in Thrapston is restricted
to a low level of mainly anti-social behaviour and
petty theft with very few incidences in the serious
category ever recorded.
Thrapston does not now have a police station which
is ‘officially’ open to the public. It does however have
a police ‘base’, located on Sackville Street. There is
an opportunity to co-locate this facility with other
public sector services.

The town has seen considerable housing growth
over the last decade, and is expected to again grow
by 25% over the next 10 years.
There was formerly a residential care home for the
elderly (former Manor House), but this has closed,
and the building has since been demolished.
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2.11 Tourism
There is limited provision of facilities for tourism in
the town. Facilities include:
• Bridge Hotel (15 rooms)
• A14 Services (Travelodge (40 rooms), Little Chef &
Burger King restaurants) to the south east of the
town
There is also a Thrapston Heritage Trail initiative
which is intended to demonstrate the heritage
attraction of Thrapston to visitors (below).
There is potential to further exploit the natural and
built assets of the town including:
• The lake & Sailing Club
• River Nene
• Footpaths
• Town centre heritage

2.12 Community
Development /
Community Spirit
There is a good level of community ‘spirit’ amongst
existing residents within the town. Every year,
several community ‘activities’ are organised within
the town. Examples include the Charter Day Fair.
However, new residents moving to the town need to
be integrated into the existing community. On the
other hand existing organisations are often looking
for new users or members to sustain their activities.
The Town Council has put together ‘Welcome
Packs’ that can be provided to new residents and
businesses. Nevertheless, improving awareness of
the services and activities that are available in the
town is likely to ensure new residents contribute to
the vitality of the town and its organisations.

The Thrapston Heritage Society is developing
projects to display the town’s heritage.
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2.13 Local Planning Context
Rural North, Oundle & Thrapston Plan (ROTP)
The ‘Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan’ (ROTP)
was adopted by the full Council in July 2011. This,
along with the ‘North Northamptonshire Core Spatial
Strategy’ (adopted June 2008), form the statutory
development plan for Thrapston.
In terms of strategy, the Plan notes ‘development in
Thrapston will be of a scale commensurate with the
town’s role as a Rural Service Centre. A range of sites,
both brownfield and greenfield, will be developed in
order to ensure the regeneration of the town centre,
enhance job opportunities and maintain a supply
of housing land. It will be necessary to phase new
housing development in order to ensure growth is
accompanied by the delivery of infrastructure and
jobs’.
The Plan notes that it may be necessary to provide
a new secondary school in Thrapston, and suggests
that the Springfield Farm location has been
identified as a site with some development potential
that may be suitable for the development of a new
secondary school should one need to be provided.
Policy THR2 sets out the priorities for town centre
regeneration, which are to improve:
• the retail offer – to increase active frontages,
enhance and not threaten the viability of existing
local businesses
• the visual appearance of public areas – to create
new landmarks and enhanced vistas
• local facilities – to enhance community
infrastructure
• public car parking – to enhance the provision of
convenient and safe parking facilities
• linkages between the High Street and public areas
– to upgrade pedestrian accessibility
• gateways to the centre – to provide an enhanced
sense of place
Policy THR3 allocates four sites within Thrapston
town centre for development. These are:
• High Street (17-31 High Street, the library and fire
station)
• Land at Cosy Nook and rear of High Street
properties
• Bull Ring and Church Walk
• Cattle Market
16

In terms of employment land, the Plan notes that
Thrapston has several existing business areas,
including:
• Cottingham Way/ Cosy Nook (4 hectares)
• Halden’s Parkway (40 hectares, with 7.5 hectares still
undeveloped)
• Top Close (2.3 hectares, with 0.8 hectares still
undeveloped)
The Plan considers it unnecessary to identify major
new greenfield employment sites in the
Thrapston area but indicates that some local
businesses may need to relocate from their existing
cramped and problematic sites, particularly at
Chancery Lane and Midland
Road.
In terms of residential development, the Plan notes
that Core ‘Spatial’ Strategy makes provision for a
further 1,140 houses in Thrapston in the period from
2001 to 2021. The Plan notes that of this total, 445
were completed by April 2008; with a further 23
under construction and 44 with planning permission
but not yet started. On the assumption that a further
600 dwellings are planned to be developed, this
represents a 25% growth of Thrapston over the next
ten years.

The Plan also notes that an assessment of potential
within the built up area of the town estimates that
up to 400 units could be developed on ‘brownfield’
sites. However, around 230 of these are on complex
mixed use redevelopment sites which will ‘require
coordination between a range of agencies and land
owners in order to ensure their delivery in the Plan
period’.
Policy THR5 allocates land for a new neighbourhood
to be developed on land to the south of
Thrapston, between Huntingdon Road/ Market Road,

the A14/A605 and Midland Road, with a mix of uses
to include housing, a community facility, open space
and high quality commercial development.

within the town centre for a supermarket. The cattle
market is set to move out to new premises on a site
at Haldens Parkway Emplyment Area that has been
granted planning permission.

Planning Permission
Planning permission has recently been granted for
redevelopment of the current cattle market situated

PLAN ILLUSTRATING POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT SITES

17

3. Community Consultation
3.1 Methodology

3.3 Consultation Event

To ensure as wide a range of possible of individuals,
organisations and businesses were given the opportunity
to provide their views on the issues to be addressed by the
Community Plan, the following community consultation
initiatives were undertaken:

A public consultation ‘workshop’ event was held at The
Plaza from 11am – 3pm on Saturday 27th October. This was
staffed by the project team and visitors had the opportunity
to participate in a workshop exercise, expressing their
understanding of issues and preferences through applying
pins and post-it notes on a map base. Some attendees
completed questionnaires whilst at the event.

• Newsletters
• Consultation Workshop Event
• Youth Events
In addition, specific consultation activities were undertaken
with the following groups and organisations in Thrapston:
• Thrapston Schools
• Thrapston Sports Association
• Thrapston Heritage Group & Historical Society
• Church Groups
• Local Businesses
• Local Government

3.2 Newsletters
Newsletters including a community questionnaire were
delivered during October to households in Thrapston, total
of over 2,000. The same newsletter but with a business issues
questionnaire was delivered in person to all businesses within
the town boundary.

There were 64 attendees to the event with an equal number
of male and female visitors. 56% of the visitors were over 60
years in age.

The questionnaires were also available at the community
consultation events and an electronic version could also be
filled in online (at a dedicated Community Plan website).
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3.4 Youth Events

3.5 Thrapston Schools

The Project Team staff attended an event arranged
by the Town Council’s Youth Committee at the
Town’s BMX track at Meadow Lane on the 1st
September. The Team provided a small marquee
with performance artists and a street art workshop
with the initiative branded as the ‘Thrapston Thrash’.
This proved to be a good first step in engaging with
the youth of the town and generating interest in the
concept of the Community Plan.

Thrapston Primary School, King John Middle School
and Prince William School were all invited to take
part in the Community Plan. Subsequent meetings
were held with the Head Teachers of both the King
John Middle School and Thrapston Primary School.
The latter was attended by a number of the School
Governors. These meetings discussed issues relating
to the growth of the town, the implications for the
capacity of the school premises and how to involve
the school pupils in the community.

This youth orientated event was followed by Project
Team staff attending the band night that was held
on the 12th October at Thrapston Plaza. There were
three local youth bands and the event was well
attended with some 90 tickets sold. The target
age group was around 12 – 15 years. The adult
presence was limited to band members’ parents
and the organising ‘team’. There appeared to be a
reasonable gender balance. A sizeable contingent
of the audience was from the Baptist Youth Club,
who had come en bloc from the usual Youth Club
Night. 6 of the responders were not local, (i.e.
Wellingborough, Kettering and Oundle).

There is the possibility of increasing the capacity
of the school premises through adaption and
extension. King Johns school is considering
developing a multi-purpose sports/community
building on the school playing field, near to the
Existing Nene Centre building. This would be
required to accommodate growth in demand
particularly from the proposed housing
development nearby on land south of Market Road.
Out of school hours access could be managed by the
Nene Centre.

Some 60 short form questionnaires were issued at
the event and 51 were returned with a good level
of comment. The questionnaires were completed
by and large by the young people themselves,
without direction. The idea was not to ask for names
etc. to enable people to say what they thought in
confidence, when completing them.

Initiatives involving school pupils have proved to be
difficult to arrange due to curriculum commitments
during school hours. However, a pupil/parent
Community Plan questionnaire exercise was
formulated with the pupils of the Primary and
Middle schools invited to take it home to complete
jointly with their parents.
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3.6 Thrapston Sports
Association
A meeting was held with the Management
Committee of the Sports Association and that
enabled them to put forward their case for the
need to improve their facilities to serve the growing
population of the town and to avert their sports
teams having to hire facilities outside the town.
Follow up meetings have been held to discuss
potential projects and the project team architects
have prepared ‘feasibility’ drawings showing how
the existing Sports Association building might be
expanded to increase its capacity and also how a
new artificial pitch could be provided on land owned
by the Town Council to the rear of the Meadows
health centre.

3.8 Church Groups
A meeting has held with representatives of
Thrapston Methodist Church and amongst a range
of issues covered, this suggested a need for more
community meeting places.

3.9 Local Businesses
In addition to the distribution of the newsletter
and business questionnaires, the views of local
businesses in the town have also been obtained
through the following activities:
• Discussions with several retail business owners
on a one to one basis in Thrapston. These focused
on initiatives to support the vitality of the Town
Centre.
• Presentations at meetings of the ‘Business in the
Community’ group
• Meetings with local commercial property owners

3.10 Local Government

3.7 Thrapston Heritage
Group and Historical
Society
Meetings were held with members of these groups
and they put forward their case for better facilities to
display the Town’s heritage information and assets.
This included both web based display but also a
potential heritage centre room or building.
This Group also participated in the workshop event
at the Plaza on the 27th October, providing a display
highlighting their activities including the provision
of a series of booklets describing the history and
heritage of the town.
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Engagement with East Northamptonshire Council
and Thrapston Town Council has primarily been
through the established Project Steering Group
which has met on a monthly basis and has not only
monitored progress on the Plan but has been proactive in suggesting issues to be considered and
possible consultation activities.
A separate presentation has been made to the Town
Council’s Planning and Leisure Committee and there
have been discussions with the Clerk to the Town
Council on community activities in the Town. A
final presentation of the draft Plan was made to the
Annual Meeting of the Town Council in April 2013.
Discussions have been had with various officers of
Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) including
highways, public transport, education and estates
functions and also officers of the Nene Valley
Nature Improvement Area and the Service Six Youth
Services provider.

4. Community Responses
4.1 Profile of Questionnaire
Respondents
A total of 81 copies of the community questionnaire were
returned (73 paper copies & 8 copies were filled in online). Two
business questionnaires have been received, one of which was
submitted online.
The profile of the respondents was:
• 41% were male, and 57% female with 2% not identified.
• 5% were aged between 26 and 35; 31% were aged between
36 and 50; 26% were aged in the range of 51 – 64; 33% of
respondents were aged over 65; with 5% not identified.
• 23% have lived in the town for 6 or fewer years; 20% have
lived in the town for 7 -10 years; 23% have lived in the town
for 11 – 20 years; 7% have lived in the town from 21 – 30
years, and 21% have lived in the town for 31 or more years.
The responses therefore include a good mix of both wellestablished residents and also those who have moved to the
town more recently.
• 28% of respondents both live and work in Thrapston. 63%
only live in Thrapston, although some of this group will be
retired (i.e. some of those aged over 65).
• Most respondents live in Oundle Road (6), Halford Street (4),
Springfield Avenue, (4) Market Road (4), or Oakleas Rise (4).
There were also between 1 and 3 questionnaire responses
from within each of 31 other streets in Thrapston. There was
therefore a good spread of responses in terms of location of
address.

4.2 Key Issues
The analysis of questionnaire responses was based on the
following questionnaire topics:
• Community Development
• Young People
• Town Centre Regeneration
• Highways & Car Parking
• Public & Community Transport
• Sports, Leisure & Recreation
• Housing
• Business Growth
A summary of the principal issues raised through the
community consultation exercise is shown below. A
more detailed analysis can be found in the Stage 3 report
‘Community Consultation Responses’ which can be viewed on
www.thrapstontowncouncil.gov.uk
Community Development
The most popular response to the question of required
community services or facilities needed was that a new
secondary school is needed or a school for ages 14 – 16,
referred within many responses as a ‘senior school’. The fact
that young people have to travel to Oundle to attend a ‘senior’
school is seen as undesirable.
Other popular ‘requirements’ include more community
meeting places.
There appears to be a general feeling that Thrapston does
have considerable ‘community spirit’, but that this could be
further extended and built upon possibly by building upon
the existing community events / get-togethers, with events
such as fireworks, Christmas lights, fetes & Charter Fair,
summer light shows etc, and increase the number of these
events.
Another popular suggestion was that each new resident
or new business to the town should continue to receive
‘welcome packs’, and these could include details of local
services and facilities, clubs & societies and local businesses.
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Young People
There is a belief that there are currently insufficient
meeting space facilities for young people in the
town. The most popular response was that a youth
centre or drop-in centre is required. Quite a few
responses stressed that provision should not just be
within local churches; that other facilities outside of
religious settings should be provided.
Town Centre Regeneration
A large number of different responses were
received concerning potential improvements to the
town centre and its retail offer. Popular responses
included: filling vacant premises in the high street;
regenerating derelict buildings in the high street / in
the town; more independent or specialist shops; and
a supermarket / Sainsburys on the cattle market site.
Many areas of the town and town centre were
suggested for environmental improvement.
However, the most frequently identified locations in
need of environmental improvements were:
• High Street and / or corner of High Street & Oundle
Road
• Bull Ring / Chancery Lane building (autos / garage
building)
• Properties built in the 1960s / by the library
• Site of the former Manor House

Highways & Car Parking
Most respondents were of the view that car parking
in the town should be improved with additional
spaces provided. Suggested locations for an
additional car park included the site of the former
Manor House, the cattle market site, the Bull Ring
area and the vacant land in Cosy Nook behind the
library.
Concerns were raised about businesses using onstreet car parking spaces in the main retail areas,
either for employees parking all day or for business
operations. Enforcement should ensure these spaces
are available for shoppers and visitors.
The ‘top’ highway safety issues identified were as
follows:
• Speeding on Huntingdon Road
• Greatly increased traffic in Market Road, if
supermarket development proceeds
• Parking issues on Midland & Market Roads
A traffic management scheme is required to be
delivered for Market Road and Midland Road
to mitigate the traffic impact of the proposed
supermarket.

There was unanimous support for expansion and
improvement of the street market.
Provision of a Farmers’ Market was generally
considered to be a good idea. Having the market
in a dedicated space, not just on the footpath, was
supported but on the proviso that it remains in the
town centre.
There was also support for a Saturday market, as
many people work during the week and so cannot
visit the existing market.
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Public & Community Transport
The poor standard of current bus services to both
Oundle and Peterborough was an issue which was
raised by a number of people. Several people were
of the view that bus services are too expensive;
in some cases prohibitively expensive, and some
people suggested that the services should be less
expensive for children.
The need for a great number of direct bus services

and interlinked services (for example better
connections at Oundle) was also highlighted.
Concerns relating to timings of services were also
raised. Apparently it is difficult (or in some cases,
impossible) to make the return services to Thrapston
from certain destinations on the same day as the
outbound journey. Some people highlighted the
need for additional services in peak hours, or for)
services in the evening. It was noted that it can be
difficult for young people to travel back to the town
from the cinema, other venues etc in the evening
and at weekends.
Sports, Leisure & Recreation
The general view was that additional facilities will
be required as the population in the town increases
and also to attract more visitors. The most common
response was that better use could be made of
the river as an environmental amenity and for
recreational use. Suggestions included use of the
river for boating, riverside leisure and the provision
of a marina. Other popular suggestions included:
more sports pitches & playing fields; sports facilities
other than football; and facilities for rugby.
There was considerable interest in the provision of
allotments in the town and various potential sites
were suggested.
It was also suggested that there should be improved
marketing to advise residents and visitors as to what
is available.
Heritage
Respondents were of the view that marketing of
the heritage of the town should be improved. This
could be achieved through provision of ‘brown’ signs
or ‘blue’ plaques in relevant places or information
boards. A website should be provided and kept
up-to-date, in order to advertise the town. Special
events, exhibitions or memorials should also be
considered.

accommodation were proposed. The most frequent
request was for affordable / social housing including
rented properties.
There was also strong support for specialist housing
for the elderly, whether sheltered housing or private,
warden-assisted bungalow accommodation.
There was criticism of the decision to demolish the
former ‘Manor House’, and the failure to replace it
with a similar facility.
Business Growth
The provision of units for small businesses or microbusinesses, such as start-up units or incubator units
was suggested by a number of respondents as an
initiative to attract more businesses to the town. This
could be allied with marketing of available business
support services.
Key issues identified as restricting the potential
growth of businesses in the town include:
• Lack of available sites and premises for businesses
to expand within the town
• Lack of support for businesses within the town
• Lack of communication between the local
authorities and businesses
• Highway congestion issues in the town
• Several areas of the town in need of environmental
improvement
• A need to improve local public transport links to
the town
The most pressing issue would appear to be the lack
of available sites and premises for businesses in the
town. This issue was also raised in discussions with
other small businesses.

The provision of accommodation for the Thrapston
Heritage Society or a heritage centre museum was
also proposed.
Housing
A number of different types and sizes of
23

4.3 Transport Issues –

Additional Consultations

To follow up the issues raised during the public
consultations, our project team’s transport
consultants BWB carried out further research into
some of the main areas of concern.
Highways
The planning application for redevelopment of the
Cattle Market site for a Sainsburys supermarket has
been approved subject to a Section 106 agreement.
Once this is resolved, a scheme to tackle car parking
and service vehicle access issues in Market Road will
be pursued through a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO).
This statutory process will include consultation with
the local community.
Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) would like
to see public realm improvements to High Street,
and the potential to improve the Huntingdon Road/
High Street/Oundle Road junction with the aim of
enhancing the pedestrian environment and hence
increasing the attractiveness of such journeys and
improving their safety.
Car Parking
The lack of Town Centre car parking is a frequently
raised issue by both residents and traders. Traders
park in on-street spaces leaving fewer spaces free
for customers. The Sainsbury’s supermarket, which
has planning consent, may help the situation in
the future, but it is likely to be 3 to 4 years before
it is built. In the interim the Town Council and East
Northamptonshire Council are considering options
for an additional public car park for shoppers, trader
and businesses.

Bus Services
From the public consultations, many residents
expressed the opinion that existing bus services
are primarily focused on journeys to Northampton.
However, residents in the north of the County,
including Thrapston, also look towards Peterborough
for jobs, retail and leisure opportunities. Currently,
to get from Thrapston to Peterborough, residents
are required to pre-book the demand only service
to Oundle. There they face an 18 minute wait before
catching the X4 from Oundle to Peterborough. The
total journey time is in excess of an hour. There is only
one service which gets into Peterborough before 0900
and only one which leaves Peterborough for Oundle
after 1700, both of which result in a journey time of
around 1 hour and 20 minutes. Thus public transport
would be unattractive to people who work regular
hours in Peterborough but live in Thrapston.
There is the potential to reduce the connection time
between the demand only service and the X4 to less
than 10 minutes which would make the journey more
attractive. Alternatively a direct service between
Thrapston and Peterborough could be investigated.
There are some direct services between Thrapston and
Peterborough but these only run during Peterborough
school holidays.
NCC has commented that to improve the bus services
between Thrapston and Peterborough would require
additional funding, most likely from developers. It was
the opinion of NCC officers that the current number
24 service which routes between Peterborough
and Oundle would be the best service to extend to
Thrapston to provide a direct link between Thrapston
and Peterborough.
There is not currently a suitable commuter service
to Northampton and / or Wellingborough. Hence it
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is recommended that consideration be given to the
provision of a commuter service to Wellingborough
and Northampton that would have limited stops and
would provide a much quicker service to these key
regional locations and mainline rail stations.
NCC’s Public Transport Officer for the area confirmed
that the County Connect service is a relatively new
service and that NCC is keen to raise its profile. They
have previously undertaken roadshows at villages
and towns to raise awareness and would be willing to
undertake one in Thrapston if it would be considered
beneficial. The County Council also confirmed that
there were no planned new services or plans to amend
any of the existing services that they were aware of.
Cycling
There is a need for better cycling routes within
Thrapston including links to the schools in Market
Road from housing in the north of the town.
The only dedicated cycle infrastructure around
Thrapston is Regional Route 71 that leads from the
south-western edge of the town to the south towards
Irthlingborough. It comprises a short stretch of onroad infrastructure that connects with a traffic free
route following the old railway line and provides a
high quality link to Stanwick Lakes.

There is an opportunity to provide greater
connectivity to Regional Route 71 from Thrapston
and to provide greater permeability throughout
Thrapston itself. In addition, connectivity to the
surrounding towns and villages could be improved.
However this should be considered in relation to
the size of Thrapston and the surrounding towns
and villages and the number of residents likely to
use the facilities.
From the public consultations there appears to be a
latent demand for cycle provision to Oundle, mainly
due to the Prince William secondary school in that
town. Cyclists currently route through Titchmarsh
Nature Reserve, even though cycling is discouraged
through the reserve, as it provides a safe route to
Oundle. The possibility of formalising this route was
discussed with NCC officers and it was considered
that practicalities of doing so would need to be
examined.
It is understood that there are plans to extend
National Route 536 from Thrapston, to the west
of the Titchmarsh Nature Reserve to meet with a
planned extension of National Route 53 and from
there on to Oundle. This would provide a safe route
between the two towns.

Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Protection Area
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5. Vision & Objectives
5.1 A Vision for Thrapston
The Stage 3 community involvement process together
comprising detailed questionnaires, meetings & other
consultation activities and research work has identified that
there is a desire within Thrapston to ensure that the town’s
character, vibrancy and vitality is not compromised by the
challenges that further growth of the town will bring.
As the town continues to grow, it will be essential that the
facilities and services necessary to support the town will also
expand to meet the needs of the growing local community.
As well as ‘physical’ development, there is also a need to
ensure that community is able to develop, in order to ensure
that the community ‘spirit’ of the town is able to continue and
flourish.
The proposed vision for the town is:

‘To ensure the growth of Thrapston over
the next ten years is accommodated in a
balanced way so as to be of benefit to the
town’s residents and businesses and to
ensure that the town centre is an attractive
shopping, leisure and business location’.

26

5.2 Community Plan
Objectives

SO9 – An informal meeting place for youth of the
town
Education

For Thrapston there is already a set of adopted
development plan policies and proposals in the
Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan (RNOTP)
that identifies and allocates priority sites and areas
for development and regeneration. The Community
Plan objectives should complement and not conflict
with this adopted Plan.
It is envisaged that further work will take place
over time on the appropriate response to changing
community needs.
The general planning and community development
objectives for the town developed as the result of
this project are as follows:

SO10 – Accommodate all children who live in the
town and wish to attend its primary and middle
schools
SO11 – Provision of secondary education facilities in
Thrapston
Leisure & Environment
SO12 – Additional sports pitches and indoor facilities
commensurate with the projected growth of the
town and minimise the need for the town’s sports
club’s to hire facilities outside the town
SO13 – Provision for display of the town’s heritage

Town Centre Regeneration
SO1 – Improved car parking for shoppers, visitors,
traders and businesses

SO14 – More intensive use of the Plaza Community
Centre including a film club
SO15 – Provision of allotments

SO2 – A better environment through development
and improvements that enhance the Conservation
Area and heritage trail features
SO3 – Improved retail and visitor attraction through
a more diverse range of shops and eating places
Business Growth
SO4 – Balance the continued establishment of large
businesses at Haldens Way with the retention and
growth of small businesses in the town centre
SO5 – Opportunities for graduates to stay in
the town through provision of business start up
opportunities including Superfast Broadband

SO16 – Strong links between the town and the Nene
Valley for the benefit of residents and visitors and to
provide improved accessed to green space
Housing
SO17 – Large housing developments to provide
an element of affordable housing and specialist
housing for the elderly including bungalows to buy
or rent
SO18 – New housing to contribute towards the
provision of new community facilities and resolving
off-site highways capacity and safety issues
Transport

SO6 – Apprenticeship opportunities for school-leavers
Community Facilities
SO7 – Additional meetings places and health
facilities commensurate with the projected growth
of the town
SO8 – Integration of new residents into the town’s
community by making them aware of existing
community facilities, organizations and services and
assisting them to set up new activities

SO19 – Public transport service to provide
reasonable access to jobs, education and leisure for
non-car owning residents of the town
SO20 – Highway safety improvements to mitigate
speeding traffic
SO21 – Improved pedestrian and cycle links to the
Nene Valley and other towns
SO22 - Improved cycle routes within the town
including journeys to schools
27

6. The Community Plan
6.1 Phasing Assumptions
An Action Plan has been produced, which includes initiatives
and a likely timeframe whether short (1-2 years), medium
(3-5 years) or long term (6-10 years). Partners that could lead
delivery and the potential funding sources are identified.
The Action Plan comprises projects ranging from relatively
large capital developments to small scale core activity revenue
funded items. It is believed that these have the general
support of the Thrapston residential and business community.
The projects can broadly be categorised as follows:
Short Term – Those requiring the Town Council to establish
partnerships to set up and promote community and business
initiatives and events in the town.
Medium Term – Projects that are related to the proposed
housing and supermarket developments. They would either
be carried out as part of the developments themselves, e.g.
Section 278 highway improvements, or funded through
Section 106 or CIL planning obligation payments.
Long Term – Projects that are largely dependent upon an
upturn in the general economy and the local increase in
economic activity and demand related to the proposed
housing and supermarket developments
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6.2 The Action Plan
TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION THEME
Reference

Project

Objective Timeframe Lead/Partners Potential Funding
Sources

TC1

Provision of additional public car
park

SO1

Short

TTC

Community Facilities
Fund

TC2

Street Market Expanded and
Improvements

SO3

Medium

TTC/Bletsoe

Rental Income

TC3

Shop properties facelift scheme

SO2

Medium

Town Centre
Partners

HLF, Property Owners
and Tenants

TC4

Integrate new supermarket

SO2/SO3

Medium

NCC/ENC

Developer and
Highways Minor Works

TC5

Redevelop allocated sites with
SO2/SO3
mixed-use schemes e.g. Bull Ring
21-31 High Street, 71-77 High Street

Long

Landowners Developers
ENC
Development
Brief

TC6

Publicity for facilities and services

SO3

Short

Town Centre
Partners

TTC and local sponsors
Co-op Community
Dividend

TC7

Shoppers special events

SO3

Short

Town Centre
Partners

TTC and local sponsors

TC8

Town Centre Partnership
established

SO2/SO3

Short

TTC/Retailers/ Core activity
Businesses

ECONOMY THEME
Reference

Project

Objective Timeframe Lead/Partners Potential Funding
Sources

E1

Provision of small business
accommodation by either
conversion of vacant space or
construction of new enterprise
centre building

SO4/SO5

Long

NEP/ENC
Landowners
and
developers

E2

Provision of business advice

SO4/SO5

Medium

Library (NCC) NEP
NEP

E3

Online Business Directory

SO4

Short

ENC/TTC/
Businesses

Core Activity

E4

Housing developments
Construction Skills Apprenticeship
Scheme

SO6

Medium

ENC
Tresham
College

Section 106

E5

Superfast Broadband project

SO4/5

Medium

NCC
ENC

BDUK

NEP Fit for Market
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES & SERVICES THEME
Reference

Project

Objective Timeframe

Lead/Partners

Potential Funding
Sources

C1

Provision of dual use
community building on the
King John playing field

SO7/SO9

Medium

King John School

Section 106/CIL
Grant Aid

C2

Extension to Sport Association
pavilion building to provide
more space for community
activities

SO7

Medium

Sports Association
TTC

Rental Income
Grant Aid

C3

Programme of events for youth SO9

Short

Service Six/TTC

NCC Core Activity
Co-op Community
Dividend

C4

Provision of information for
new residents on services,
facilities and organisations
including ‘Welcome Pack’

Medium

TTC/NHS

Core Activity and
sponsorship

SO8

EDUCATION THEME
Reference

Project

Objective Timeframe

Lead/Partners

Potential Funding
Sources

ED1

Building improvements to
Primary and Middle Schools to
increase capacity

SO10

Medium

King John School
Thrapston Primary
NCC

Community Facilities
Fund

ED2

Provision of secondary school
facility as part of Springfield
Farm development allocated
through the adopted RNOT
Plan

SO11

Long

Landowner
NCC

NEP Fit for Market

TRANSPORT THEME
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Reference

Project

Objective

Timeframe

Lead/Partners

Potential Funding
Sources

T1

Public transport improved
connections to Oundle and
Peterborough

SO19

Short

NCC
Bus Operators

Ticket income

T2

Traffic calming to Huntingdon
Road including street trees
as part of an environmental
improvement scheme

SO20

Medium

Housing &
Supermarket
developers
NCC

Section 106/278

T3

Traffic calming to Oundle
Road including environmental
improvements

SO20

Long

Housing developer
NCC

Section 106/278

T4

Car parking and footway
scheme for Market Road

SO20

Medium

Supermarket
developer
NCC

Section 106/278

T5

Cycle route improvements to
Oundle

SO21/
SO22

Long

NCC/ENC

LTP
Landfill Communities
Fund

LEISURE & ENVIRONMENT THEME
Reference Project

Objective Timeframe Lead/Partners

L1

Artificial multi-sports training
pitch at Meadow Lane

SO12

L2

Potential Funding
Sources

Medium

Sports Association
TCC

Section 106/CIL
Landfill Communities
Fund
Sport England/Lottery
Football Foundation

Indoor sports facility as part of SO12/
dual use community building
SO14
on school playing field site. Out
of school hours access through
Nene Centre

Medium

King John School
ENC

Section 106/CIL
Grant Aid

L3

Cinema Club at the Plaza

SO14

Short

TTC
Community Group

Ticket income
Arts film grants
NCF

L4

River Nene access, attractions
and environmental projects

SO16

Long

NEP
Canal & River Trust
Environment Agency
Interest groups
Conservation groups

Landfill Communities
Fund
Canal & River Trust

L5

Allotments

SO15

Medium

TTC/Landowner

Core activity
Section 106/CIL

L6

Heritage Project

SO13

Medium

Heritage Society

HLF
NCF
Sponsorship

L7

War Memorial

SO7/
SO14

Medium

TTC
Royal British Legion

HLF Awards for All

L8

‘What’s On’ marketing

SO8/
SO13

Short

TTC
ENC
NEP

Core Activity

HOUSING THEME
Reference Project

Objective Timeframe Lead/Partners

H1

Affordable housing

SO17

Medium

ENC Planning
Section 106/CIL
Authority/Developers RSL

H2

Elderly persons housing

SO17

Medium

ENC Planning
Authority

Potential Funding
Sources

Rental Income

ABBREVIATIONS
Timeframe:
Short = 1-2 years. Medium = 3-5 years. Long = 6-10 years
SO = Community Plan Strategic Objective
ENC = East Northamptonshire Council
TTC = Thrapston Town Council
NCC = Northamptonshire County Council

NEP = Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership
NCF = Northamptonshire Community Foundation
S106/CIL = Planning Permission Obligations
HLF = Heritage Lottery Fund
LTP = Local Transport Plan
NOCT = Nene and Ouse Community Transport
RSL = Registered Social Landlord/Housing Association
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ACTION PLAN PROJECT LOCATIONS
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ACTION PLAN PROJECT LOCATIONS (INSET)
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POTENTIAL TOWN CENTRE PROJECTS
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6.3 Delivery
The proposed phasing of projects demonstrates that
delivery of the Action Plan has realism in relation
to the economic and funding climate. However, it
is dependent upon a pro-active approach from the
Town Council and East Northamptonshire Council
to lead local partnership activity and to negotiate
to secure community benefits from proposed
developments, including financial contributions
through Section 106 Agreements or the Community
Infrastructure Levy towards community facilities
or infrastructure. The Action Plan can also be used
as the basis for funding applications to external
funding sources including the National Lottery,
the Landfill Tax Communities Fund and various
charitable grant awarding bodies.
Delivery of the Action Plan projects would be
achieved through a variety of mechanisms involving
the Town Council, community organisations,
statutory agencies and private developers. The
timescale for delivery would be dependent upon the
capacity and funding circumstances of these various
bodies. However, consideration should be given to
the establishment of a Town Partnership Board to
promote the Community Plan and to coordinate
progress on the Action Plan and particular key
projects. This Board could comprise representatives
of the East Northamptonshire Council, Thrapston
Town Council, the voluntary sector, key landowners
and businesses.

6.4 Funding the Action Plan
In addition to development related Section 106
Agreement and Community Infrastructure levy
sources, the principal external funding sources for
financing the Delivery Plan include:
Lottery Funding
The Lottery is still a good
source of funding. There
is the ‘Awards for All’
programme which provides small grants up to
£10,000 for a wide range of community projects and
the ‘Big Lottery’ for larger grants with four streams
:Community, Heritage, Sports and Arts.
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Landfill Tax Community Fund
Another significant funder is the
Landfill Tax Community Fund. There
are two distribution sources that cover
Thrapston. WREN based at Weldon
(www.wren.org.uk) has up to £75,000
available for eligible schemes. Although this tends
to be aimed at environmental projects, it is possible
that the Sports Association may qualify, particularly
if they are improving land for community use. The
other distribution source is BIFFA based at Higham
Ferrers. They award up to £50,000.
Small Grants
For small grants, a possible source is the Co-op’s
Community Dividend Scheme. Awards are up
to £5,000. There is also the Northamptonshire
Community Foundation. These can fund activity
programmes as well as projects.
The Community Facilities Fund provides a
community grants scheme of up to £50,000 and is
administered by East Northamptonshire Council.
There is also a Member Empowerment Fund
grant scheme where each of the East Northants
Councillors has an annual budget of £1,000 for small
community projects.
Sports
Sport England is still important for sports funding
and there has been a recent announcement
concerning post Olympics funding for key sports.
The Football Foundation is another possibility for the
Sports Association’s proposed projects.
Heritage
The Heritage Lottery is a potential source with up to
£10,000 for small schemes and between £10-100,000
for large schemes.
Another possibility is the Heritage Enterprise
Scheme where heritage buildings are converted
for business use. The Council’s conservation officer
should be consulted about any potential projects.
For construction skills apprenticeship schemes,
there is possible funding from the Heritage Lottery

for training in specialist building conservation skills.
Moulton College has a trade’s academy at Higham
Ferrers.
Arts
The film club at Ringstead obtained funding support
from the Northamptonshire Community Foundation.
For the War Memorial project, the Lottery’s ‘Awards
for All’ may be appropriate.

Enterprise
The Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership
(NEP) can provide grants of up to £1,000 to help
new businesses to set up in premises.

Youth
Service Six has been the youth services contractor
to Northamptonshire County Council. They also
obtain grants from BBC Children in Need and other
charitable grant awarding bodies for their youth
activity programmes.

2013 is the final year of the current European
funding programme that includes enterprise space.
It may be that the subsequent post 2014 Regional
Growth Fund programme will be a possibility for
enterprise space.
Nene Valley

Transport
This is a County Council responsibility and generally
dealt with through their Local Transport Plan
programme.

N
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Landfill Tax can fund major projects as can the
Lottery. NEP and Rockingham Forest Trust may
have some ideas in relation to Destination Nene
Valley which may attract funding to the Thrapston
Area, particularly in relation to orientation signage
and access by boat, cycle and foot along and
across the Valley .
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6.5 Risk Assessment

6.6 Promoting the

The Action Plan has been formulated to minimise
risk by having three phases taking into account the
economic and funding climate and involving a range
of partners and project sponsors.
The short term initiatives largely comprise setting
up and publicising various business and community
events. This is reliant upon the Town Council to have
the enthusiasm, capacity and skills to co-ordinate
this activity and to build successful partnership
working relationships with businesses and
community organisations to ensure they sponsor
and contribute to staging the events. The intensity
and pace of the programme events will need to
be tailored to the level of demand. If it is buoyant,
the private sector businesses may well take on
some of the initiatives such as trade fairs as purely
commercial ventures.
The medium term projects are largely dependent
upon property market conditions in the 3-5 year
period and the ability to generate Section 106 and/
or Community Infrastructure Levy funds. If there
proves to be low demand for housing developments,
leading to a slow down in house building rates, then
more reliance will have to be placed on bringing
forward those projects for which grant funding from
a variety of sources is available.
The longer term projects are based on the
assumption that significant house building in the
3-5 year period will generate demand and developer
confidence to undertake projects in the 6-10 year
period. If progress in the medium term proves to be
slow, then the longer term projects are likely to be
delayed.

Community Plan

There was a consistent thread in the community
consultation responses that more could be done
to promote Thrapston and its assets, services
and activities to existing and new residents and
businesses and also visitors. There is scope for
the public, voluntary sector and businesses to
work together in partnership to undertake such
marketing. The Community Plan provides an
important focal point to set up a Town Partnership
Board to oversee and co-ordinate such activity.

The Community Plan can be used to demonstrate
to potential house buyers, developers and new
business that the town is heading in a positive
direction and is a good location in which to invest. It
can also provide the evidence of need and demand
which potential grant funding bodies require when
assessing applications for funding. It is therefore
important that the Community Plan is maintained
as a live document that is periodically updated to
reflect the progress in growth of the town and its
residential and business community.
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6.7 Contacts for Further Information
East Northamptonshire Council Community Partnership Team
communitydevelopment@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk.
Thrapston Town Council - Town Clerk
clerk@thrapstontowncouncil.gov.uk
To view Community Plan documents visit:

www.thrapstontowncouncil.gov.uk
For further information about Thrapston and the surrounding area go to:
Localism page
www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/localism
Community Plans
hwww.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/communityplans
Neighbourhood Plan
www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning
Destination Nene Valley
www.nenevalley.net
Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership (NEP)
www.northamptonshirelep.co.uk

Thank you to all of the community representatives and organisations
that have contributed to this Community Plan Project.

