Agenda Item 7

Planning Policy Committee –
15 April 2013
Planning Policy Update
Purpose of report
The purpose of this report is to provide an update on progress on:
• The North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy and Four Towns Plan
• Neighbourhood Plans, Masterplans and Community Plans
Attachment(s)
Appendix 1 Four Towns Plan and Core Strategy Evidence Base Projects
Appendix 2 Neighbourhood Plans, Masterplans and Community Plans

1.0

Background

1.1

At Planning Policy Committee on 12 December 2011, members requested that
progress on the Four Towns Plan and other relevant policy documents be reported at
subsequent meetings of the committee. This report provides an update on these and
some of the other areas of work that the Planning Policy and Conservation Team are
involved in. Members should note that this is not a fully detailed list of activities, but
provides information on the main areas/activities of work related to each of the
projects being undertaken in terms of the development plan and neighbourhood
planning.

2.0

Update

2.1

Core Strategy and Four Towns Plan (Appendix 1)
Work continues to progress on the Core Strategy and Four Towns Plan. From
previous reports and discussions, members will be aware of the intrinsic links between
the plans. Members are reminded that they can view all items relating to the Joint
Core Strategy and Joint Planning Committee via http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/.

2.2

On 14 March 2013 the Joint Planning Committee (JPC) considered how key policy
issues could be progressed pending the Secretary of State’s decision on the Rushden
Lakes retail/leisure development proposals. In brief, the JPC agreed to work
progressing on the technical work for the Joint Core Strategy (to ensure that the Core
Strategy can be progressed as soon as the Joint Committee can consider the
implications of the Secretary of State’s decision on the Rushden Lakes planning
application); and that an interim housing policy statement be prepared for
consideration by the Joint Committee in April or June.

2.3

Technical research continues for the Four Towns Plan and it should be noted that the
2011/12
period
Monitoring
Report
is
now
available
to
view
at
http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/publications/docdetail.asp?docid=1317
while
contextual
information
about
the
district
can
be
found
at
http://www.eastnorthamptonshire.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.aspx?downloadID=1866. One of
the key points to make is that work needs to progress throughout this year on the
various elements of the preparation of the development plan so that as soon as a plan
can be published (following the publication of a Core Spatial strategy) then this
happens in a timely manner. This will involve regular discussions with this Committee
on the various policy elements of the plan.
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2.4

Since the last committee, consultants WYG have also now been appointed to
undertake a Transport Study for Rushden.

2.5

Neighbourhood Plans, Masterplans and Community Plans (Appendix 2)
Consultation has closed on the proposed Raunds Neighbourhood Area (NA), while
consultation on the proposed Neighbourhood Areas at Higham Ferrers and Oundle
closed on 1 April. Due to recent announcements from the Government about
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding, which propose that areas with a
Neighbourhood Plan receive 25% of any CIL receipt received in that area, Raunds
Town Council are currently re-considering their proposed Neighbourhood Plan
boundary (which was drawn tightly around the town centre area, rather than being
parish-wide). A decision from the Town Council is anticipated in April. Should they
decide to change their currently proposed NA boundary area, then a further report will
need to be brought to this committee requesting that a new consultation takes place
on the new boundary.

2.6

Work on Masterplans and Community Plans continues to be lead by ENC’s
Community Partnership Team, with input from the Planning Policy and Conservation
Team as applicable (see progress at Appendix 2).

2.7

Other Information
Members are advised that the Statutory Instrument that revokes the Regional Strategy
for the East Midlands was placed before Parliament on 20 March 2013 and comes into
effect on 12 April 2013. At that point the Strategy will therefore no longer be relevant
for decision-making.

3.0

Conclusion

3.1

The appendices highlight progress for members’ information.

4.0

Equality and Diversity Implications

4.1

There are no equality and diversity implications.

5.0

Legal Implications

5.1

The lack of an up-to-date plan would potentially result in more planning appeals, with
associated potential costs for the Council.

6.0

Risk Management

6.1

Delays to the preparation of the Four Towns Plan will result in the south of the District
not having an up-to-date, robust detailed planning policy framework to defend against
any unwanted development. However, the existing North Northamptonshire Core
Spatial Strategy (adopted June 2008) does provide a strategic policy framework for
this area, and a small number of “saved” policies from the 1996 District Local Plan still
remain in force.

7.0

Financial Implications

7.1

None

8.0

Corporate Outcomes

8.1

The relevant Corporate Outcomes are:
• Good quality of life: Regeneration and Economic Development, Sustainable
Development, High quality built environment
• Strong strategic partnerships
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9.0

Recommendation

9.1

Members note current progress.
(Reason – to provide an update on progress for Members’ information)

Power: Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Localism Act 2011
None
Legal
Other
considerations:
Background Papers: Minutes of Planning Policy Committee, 12 December 2011
Karen Britton – Planning Policy and Conservation Manager Extn: 2142
Person Originating
kbritton@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk
Report:

Date: 26/03/13
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