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 Agenda Item 6  
 

Planning Policy Committee –  
15 April 2013 

 
  

2013/14 Work Programme 
 

  
Purpose of report 
The purpose of this report is to : 

• Consider the 2013/14 Work Programme for the Planning Policy and Conservation 
Team 
 

Attachment(s) 
Appendix 1 Proposed Work Programme 
 

1.0 Background 
  
1.1 As Members will be aware, whilst there are currently delays to the review of the Core 

Spatial Strategy and Four Towns Plan, due to the Rushden Lakes Appeal, there is still 
a considerable amount of work that the Planning Policy team are undertaking.  
 

1.2 In particular Members should also note that whilst there is the delay to the formal 
submission of the Core Spatial Strategy and the 4 Towns Plan, there is a lot of 
preparatory work that needs to be undertaken including key discussions with the 
Committee on policy formulation, so that when the Rushden lakes appeal decision is 
known the Council can move speedily to undertaking the consultation on its planning 
document(s)   
 

1.3 This report sets out the current key areas of work and projects that the Planning Policy 
and Conservation Team are already involved in, or anticipate as forthcoming for the 
financial year (2012/13). 

  
1.4 
 

It should be noted that the attached schedule is not a detailed list of all the activities 
within each of the headings but provides a “flavour” of the work. In addition it does not 
include regular tasks, such as involvement in pre-application advice, responding to 
planning application, appeals and enforcement work, work on tree preservation 
orders, conservation advice, other policy and monitoring enquiries, and responding to 
formal policy consultations from other local authorities.   

  
2.0 Proposed Work Programme 
  
2.1 Appendix 1 sets out the proposed Work Programme.  More detailed information about 

the Four Towns Plan and Neighbourhood Plans are attached to Appendix 1 of the 
separate Planning Policy Report which sets out key areas of work relating to the Four 
Towns Plan. 

  
3.0 Conclusion 
  
3.1 The proposed Work Programme is presented for consideration. 
  
4.0 Equality and Diversity Implications 
  
4.1 There are no equality and diversity implications. 
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5.0 Legal Implications 
  
5.1 The lack of an up-to-date plan would potentially result in more planning appeals, with 

associated potential costs for the Council. 
  
6.0 Risk Management 
  
6.1 Delays to the preparation of the Four Towns Plan will result in the south of the District 

not having an up-to-date, robust detailed planning policy framework to defend against 
any unwanted development. However, the existing North Northamptonshire Core 
Spatial Strategy (adopted June 2008) does provide a strategic policy framework for 
this area, and a small number of “saved” policies from the 1996 District Local Plan still 
remain in force. 

  
7.0 Financial Implications 
  
7.1 None 
  
8.0 Corporate Outcomes 
  
8.1 The relevant Corporate Outcomes are: 

• Good quality of life: Regeneration and Economic Development, Sustainable 
Development, High quality built environment 

• Strong strategic partnerships 
  
9.0 Recommendation 
  
9.1 Members note current progress.  

(Reason – to provide an update on progress for Members’ information) 
 

Legal 
Power: Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Localism Act 2011 
Other 
considerations: 

None 

Background Papers: None 
Person Originating 
Report: 

Karen Britton – Planning Policy and Conservation Manager  Extn: 2142 
kbritton@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk 

Date: 27/03/13 
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