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Resourcing open space 
 

Introduction 

14.1 Budgets for both the enhancement and maintenance of open spaces has 
been reduced both nationally and specifically within East Northamptonshire 
Council. A large proportion of maintenance is carried out by the Council on 
behalf of Parish Councils and other providers. 

 
14.2 CABE Space make the point within their ‘manifesto’ that: 
 

• a strategic vision is essential 

• political commitment is essential 

• and to start by making the case for high quality green spaces in-house 
(persuading other departments is key – high priority) 

14.3 This will be essential to gain any financial support (both internally and 
externally) for any improvements to existing provision or new provision. 

 
Section 106 planning agreements 

14.4 In particular, Section 106 agreements can be used to achieve environmental 
improvements.  Once a Strategy framework has been established, the 
process of obtaining these improvements will be enhanced because they can 
be used to achieve specific purposes, eg: 

 
• by opening linear route ways to connect green spaces 

• providing walking and cycling routes 

• obtaining open space in areas of deficiency 

• funding open space improvements 

• there are maintenance considerations to be taken into account; ie 
significant costs may arise, particularly if new open space is acquired 

• it may therefore be necessary to obtain a commuted maintenance 
sum wherever possible to cover these ongoing costs 

• it should of course be noted that such Agreements have to meet the 
test of Circular 05/2005, and “Planning obligations should not be used 
solely to resolve existing deficiencies” 

• some councils have used part of the contributions towards revenue 
‘Development Officer’ posts; e.g. in N Nottinghamshire. 

 
14.5 The importance of this funding stream has to be stressed in light of East 

Northamptonshire being a Growth Area and the subsequent development that 
is planned in the area. 

 
14.6 It is recommended that the Council continues to ensure that the Council 

maximise the funding for greenspace through contributions from developers. 
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Use of redundant buildings 
14.7 Sympathetic use of redundant facilities for leisure and recreational purposes 

is also a possibility.  This could include the establishment of small commercial 
sports facilities (e.g. tennis) in parks.  Another example could be the use of a 
redundant sports pavilion as a children’s crèche or nursery.  

 
 Business funding/sponsorships 

14.8 Examples from other boroughs include sponsorship of Cardiff City Council’s 
events and festivals programme, and the Body Shop Playground Project in 
Auchinlea Park, Glasgow. 

 
Partnership arrangements with the voluntary sector 

14.9 This could include the formation of parks “Friends” groups.  An example is 
that of Rossmere Park, Hartlepool, where the community was encouraged to 
take ownership.  The park was promoted and became heavily-used, attracting 
investment from funding bodies.   

 
Lottery funding 

 
14.10 This could include the Heritage Fund if works are carried out which are of 

outstanding interest and importance to the national heritage.  Funding is 
provided for whole-park projects, the conservation of park features or park 
activities.  Grants are available from £50,000 to £5 million for a period of up to 
five years.  Projects must be designed to involve all stakeholders, must 
demonstrate sustainability, and must demonstrate the heritage value of the 
park in question. 

 
14.11 The Young People's Fund aims to support projects that will improve local 

communities and offer more opportunities to young people.  The scheme 
involves young people coming up with ideas for projects and to be involved in 
making them happen. 

 
Review of pricing 

14.12 This needs to cover all charges where a significant income is obtained, 
including outdoor sports, allotments and burials.  The review needs to 
consider: 

 
• charges for similar provision in other local authorities 
• the quality of provision 
• whether the service can be improved to justify a price increase 
• the extent to which the market will bear any future increase 
• whether differential pricing can be used to encourage off-peak usage 
• concessions for minority groups, or those which the Council 

particularly wishes to encourage 
• pricing at a level which does not deny access 
• lower and/or more favourable charges for East Northamptonshire 

residents. 



SECTION 14 – RESOURCING OPEN SPACE 

Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study - East Northamptonshire Council 192  
 
 

Living spaces 

14.13 The “Living Spaces” grant scheme was launched in May 2003, and covers 
schemes with a value of £1,000 to £100,000.  It may be suitable for small 
local parks, and is open to existing neighbourhood groups.  The scheme 
supports: 

 
• improving local parks 

• creating or improving pocket parks or community gardens 

• creating or improving play or seating areas 

• cleaning up neglected residential land 

• restoring village greens 

• carrying out planting schemes on estates or verges 

• creating or improving nature areas or city farms 

• restoring local cemeteries 

• restoring paths, gateways, ponds or boundaries. 

The “People’s Places” Scheme 

14.14 The “People’s Places” scheme runs until the year 2006, and is administered 
by the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers.  It is provided for local 
community groups, and is for the transformation of derelict, underused or 
unsightly land or buildings.  The scope of grant available is for schemes with 
a value of £3,000 to £10,000. 

 
14.15 The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister's (ODPM) sustainable communities 

plan, which committed a total of £201 million over three years (2003-06) to 
transform the urban environment, included the sum of £89 million for the new 
Liveability Fund. The fund tests a new approach to the management and 
maintenance of public spaces, by providing both revenue funding to 
undertake improvements to service delivery, and capital funding to either 
transform or create new public spaces. 

 
The Landfill Tax Credit Scheme 

14.16 The Landfill Tax Credit Scheme was revised in April 2003, and allows 
registered landfill operators to contribute 6.5% of their annual landfill tax 
liability to environmental bodies approved by the organisation ENTRUST. 

 
14.17 The scheme must be used for social, environmental and community based 

projects complying with specific “approved objects.”  These objects are the 
provision and maintenance of public amenity, and restoration and repair of 
buildings open to the public with historical or architectural significance.  

 
14.18 The project must be within 10 miles of a landfill/extraction operation.  
 

Local Heritage Initiatives 

14.19 Local Heritage Initiatives are to assist local communities in the preservation of 
their environment, landmarks and traditions including archaeological, natural, 
built and industrial heritage.  A community group could investigate and 
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celebrate a historic park, prepare a public exhibition in a park, and repair a 
feature.  Up to 100% of project costs between values of £3,000 and £25,000 
are payable. 

 
14.20 Your Heritage Grants are available from the Heritage Lottery Fund, and are 

for projects of between £5,000 and £50,000 in value.   
 
14.21 English Heritage supports the Heritage Grant Fund for historic parks and 

gardens where there is a significant risk of losing important landscape 
features. 

 
Lottery Small Grants Scheme 

14.22 The Lottery Small Grants Scheme offers Awards for All grants of between 
£500 and £5,000 for small projects, which involve people in their community, 
and can include local environmental work and community park projects. 

 
Barclays Sitesavers 

14.23 Barclays Sitesavers is a grant mechanism for community projects which 
transform derelict land into community leisure and recreation facilities.  
Between £4,000 and £10,000 per project is available. 

 
The Tree Council 

14.24 The Tree Council supports the Community Trees Fund which funds up to 
75% of all expenditure on tree planting schemes having a value of £100 to 
£700. 

 
The Esmee Fairburn Foundation 

14.25 The Esmee Fairburn Foundation aims to improve quality of life, particularly for 
people who face disadvantage.  Eligible activities include the preservation 
and enhancement of open space, and good management of woodlands, 
gardens and allotments.  The size of grant is not limited, with the average 
award for the year 2002 being £33,500. 

 
Others 

14.26 These could include other pro-active mechanisms such as: 
 

• increased income from events and activities 

• improvements negotiated as “added value” from service providers.  

14.27 The degree of funding will define the scope and timescale over which any 
developments could be implemented.  It is therefore essential to carefully 
consider all possible sources of funding.  

 
14.28 These should include Council capital and revenue funding, but should also 

include consideration of the release of existing funds; commercial 
opportunities such as the franchising of facilities such as catering outlets; the 
delegated management of facilities such as outdoor sports; commercial 
sponsorship (e.g. floral bedding); planning gain (e.g. through Section 106 
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agreements); volunteer support; reviews of fees and charges; and increased 
income from events and activities. 

 
14.29 Further detailed information regarding grants can be found in Claiming Your 

Share: A Guide to External Funding for Parks and Green Space Community 
Groups, obtainable from http://www.greenspace.org.uk 


