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COMPLIANCE WITH THE SEA REGULATIONS
Information to be included in the Environmental Report under the
SEA Regulations (Regulation 12 and Schedule 2)

Where covered in Sustainability
Appraisal Report

1.

An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan, and of
its relationship with other relevant plans and programmes.

Sections 2 and 4, respectively

2.

The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment
and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the
plan.

Sections 5 and 7 and Appendix A

3.

The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be
significantly affected.

Section 5 and Appendix A

4.

Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the
plan including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a
particular environmental importance, such as areas designated
pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC.

Section 6

5.

The environmental protection objectives, established at
international, Community or Member State level, which are
relevant to the plan and the way those objectives and any
environmental considerations have been taken into account
during its preparation.

Sections 4 and 7

6.

The likely significant effects on the environment, including
short, medium and long-term effects, permanent and
temporary effects, positive and negative effects, and
secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects, on issues such
as: biodiversity; population; human health; fauna; flora; soil;
water; air; climatic factors; material assets; cultural heritage
including architectural and archaeological heritage; landscape;
the interrelationship between the above factors.

Section 10

7.

The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the
environment of implementing the plan.

Section 11

8.

An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt
with, and a description of how the assessment was undertaken
including any difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack
of know-how) encountered in compiling the required
information.

Sections 9,10 and 5, respectively

9.

A description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in
accordance with Regulation 17.

Section 12

10.

A non-technical summary of the information provided under
paragraphs 1 to 9.

Section 1
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1.

NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

1.1

This section presents a non-technical summary of the Sustainability Appraisal
Report, setting out the Sustainability Appraisal process for the East
Northamptonshire Council (ENC) Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan (RNOTP)
and its key findings. For further details, reference should be made to relevant
sections of the main report. This Sustainability Appraisal Report should be read in
conjunction with the Final Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report, published in
October 2005.

1.2

This Sustainability Appraisal Report has been prepared to fulfil the requirements for
Sustainability Appraisal arising from the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act
2004 and the requirements for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) arising
from the SEA Directive.

1.3

The SEA Directive requires that certain plans and programmes undergo an
environmental assessment, due to the likelihood that they will have significant
environmental effects once implemented. This Sustainability Appraisal is extended
beyond environmental sustainability concerns to include the social and economic
dimensions of sustainability. The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM – now
the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG)) guidance
recommends that the Sustainability Appraisal and SEA are carried out in a combined
process; therefore, the term Sustainability Appraisal (SA) will henceforth be used to
describe this combined process. The purpose of SA is to promote sustainable
development through better integration of sustainability considerations in the
preparation and adoption of plans.

THE SA PROCESS
1.4

1.5

According to the ODPM guidance, the main stages in the SA process are as follows:
♦

Stage A – Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and
deciding on the scope of the sustainability appraisal;

♦

Stage B – Developing and refining options and assessing effects;

♦

Stage C – Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report;

♦

Stage D – Consultation on the plan and the Sustainability Appraisal Report; and

♦

Stage E – Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan.

This SA Report documents Stages A, B, C and D of the SA process.
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1.6

Formal consultation on this SA Report is being undertaken alongside that for the
RNOTP Submission Document, and is planned to commence on 11th January 2008
and runs until 22nd February 2008.

CONTENTS AND MAIN OBJECTIVES OF THE PLAN
1.7

The RNOTP is a site specific proposals Development Plan Document (DPD), based
on the framework set by the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy1
(hereafter referred to as the “Core Spatial Strategy”).

1.8

The Plan sets out the vision and detailed policies for the development, regeneration
and planned growth of Thrapston and Oundle Rural Service Centres; the
development of King’s Cliffe as a Local Service Centre; and the sustainable
development of communities in the rural north of East Northamptonshire. It includes
the identification of sites for housing, employment, recreation and other land uses
and contains policies relating to specific areas where individual development,
conservation or design considerations apply.

1.9

The vision for the Plan area is:
The Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston area will be distinctive and successful, with
local businesses supported and the local economy diversified and strengthened.
There will be a strong focus on tourism, leisure and green infrastructure, alongside
the protection and enhancement of the area’s landscape character and its valuable
built and natural environment. A balanced pattern of development in East
Northamptonshire overall will be achieved by planning for vibrant rural and local
service centres and thriving village communities in the rural north.

1.10

The Council has identified a set of nine key outcomes which will deliver the vision for
the Plan area. The key outcomes effectively function as Plan objectives, and are set
out below:
1

2

3
4

5
6

To achieve sustainable growth at Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe, with
development to meet rural needs and sustain facilities in the remainder of the
rural north
To provide increased travel choice supporting the service centre roles of
Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe
To create a net gain in green infrastructure through the creation of a network of
new walking and cycling routes, linking biodiversity, leisure and tourism assets
To enhance biodiversity management and statutory protection for key sites
across the Plan area
To achieve high quality of design that respects local distinctiveness and
enhances the historic character and setting of the area’s towns and villages
To provide market and affordable housing to meet locally identified needs

1

North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy – Submission document (North Northamptonshire Joint Planning
Unit, February 2007)
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7
8
9

1.11

1.12

To support healthy, fulfilled and balanced lifestyles for all in the Rural North,
Oundle and Thrapston
To create a diverse range of jobs and business opportunities throughout the
Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston
To create attractive and vibrant town centres for Oundle and Thrapston

The Plan contains a set of 33 general policies that are applicable across the Plan
area, grouped under the following headings:
♦

Strategic Policies;

♦

Environmental Policies;

♦

Social Policies; and

♦

Economic Policies.

The Plan also includes a set of 18 area based policies, grouped under the following
headings:
♦

Oundle – Strategy and Allocations

♦

Thrapston – Strategy and Allocations

♦

Rural Areas – Strategy and Allocations

OTHER PLANS AND PROGRAMMES
1.13

A review of all relevant plans and programmes was undertaken, which identified the
relationships between the SA and other plans and programmes which, in turn,
enabled potential synergies to be exploited and, conversely, conflicting initiatives to
be identified.

1.14

The purpose of this review was not only to list relevant plans and programmes, but to
highlight the influence that the plans and programmes may have upon the SA and
RNOTP in terms of themes set out within them. A detailed description of each plan
and programme reviewed appears in Appendix B.

1.15

An ‘Appropriate Assessment’ (AA) of plans should be undertaken pursuant to Article
6(3) & (4) of the EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild
Fauna and Flora, 1992. The Council has undertaken a screening assessment2 and
determined that a full AA is not required for the RNOTP, subject to certain changes
being made to the Plan. These changes have now been made to the RNOTP
document.

1.16

The relevant plans and programmes identified were analysed and the results used to
inform the development of the SA objectives presented in Table 7.1 of the main
report.

2 RNOTP - Appropriate Assessment Screening, Atkins, December 2007
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BASELINE INFORMATION
1.17

Baseline information provides the foundation for predicting and monitoring effects
and helps to identify sustainability problems and alternative ways of dealing with
them. Sufficient information about the current and likely future state of the Plan Area
is required to allow the Plan’s effects to be adequately predicted.

1.18

The baseline data collected to date are contained in Appendix A of the main report.
Figure 5.1 of the main report illustrates the key environmental constraints in the area.

1.19

Some useful and relevant information has been difficult to obtain. However, it is
envisaged that future reports and studies, plus those that are underway, will help to
redress this problem. Furthermore, it is anticipated that the range of baseline data
held will improve over time, particularly as local authorities prepare Annual
Monitoring Reports as required under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act
2004.

KEY SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES
1.20

The identification of the key sustainability issues most relevant to the Plan area has
been based on the review of relevant plans and programmes documented in Section
4 and Appendix B of the main report, the analysis of the baseline data documented in
Section 5 and Appendix A of the main report, and a consideration of issues likely to
be addressed in the Plan.

1.21

Table 6.1 of the main report presents the full results of the analysis of key
sustainability issues, which are briefly summarised as:
♦

Expanding population through in migration;

♦

Low wage levels and limited employment in some rural areas;

♦

Diversification of the economy;

♦

Role of large rural hinterland and its villages;

♦

Access to facilities from rural areas;

♦

Need for affordable housing;

♦

Poor access to health facilities;

♦

Maintaining low levels of crime;

♦

Capacity of schools;

♦

Maintaining high skills and qualification levels;

♦

Protection of biodiversity;

♦

Maintaining the quality and distinctiveness of landscape assets;

♦

Growing car dependence and traffic levels;

♦

Increase in air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions as a result of road traffic
growth;

♦

Run-off and flood risk associated with planned growth; and
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♦

Managing waste generated by growth.

SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL FRAMEWORK
1.22

An SA Framework has been developed using an iterative process, based on the
review of relevant plans and programmes, the evolving baseline, analysis of key
sustainability issues and consideration of which of these issues can potentially be
addressed by the RNOTP. The SA Framework used in the SA of the RNOTP
Preferred Options was based on that developed for the SA of the Core Spatial
Strategy. A number of amendments have been made to the framework since the
publication of the Preferred Options SA Report. These reflect the comments received
from consultees and have been finalised following internal Council discussion relating
to the key priorities for the Plan area.

1.23

The SA Framework, which is presented in Table 7.1 of the main report, includes 22
objectives, as follows:
Social
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2
To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs
3
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas
4
To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime
5
To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst respecting diversity
6
To improve overall levels of education and skills
7
To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living, working and for
recreation and to protect and enhance residential amenity
Environmental
8
To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a net
gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation
9
To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the natural landscape
and the built environment
10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, archaeological, geological and
cultural value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources and minimise demand
for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary resources including
productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and production of renewable
energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting
Economic
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation, including infrastructure
and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market towns

1-5

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON
PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

1.24

A preliminary analysis was undertaken of the fundamental characteristics of the
baseline (current conditions, current trends, and sensitivity to change) against the SA
objectives using a simple three-point normative scale as follows:
♦ Current Conditions - good/moderate/poor;
♦ Current Trends – improving/stable/declining; and
♦ Sensitivity to Change – high/medium/low.

1.25

The quality of the information base gives an indication of the certainty with which the
other three parameters are known, and this is presented in Table 7.2 of the main
report using a similar colour-coded three-point scale (high/medium/low).

1.26

Tables 7.3 and 7.4 of the main report present summaries of the analyses of future
baseline trends without the implementation of the Plan over the short term and
medium-long term.

COMPATIBILITY BETWEEN PLAN AND SA OBJECTIVES
1.27

In order to ascertain the overall sustainability of the approach proposed for the
RNOTP, the Plan objectives have been tested against the SA objectives to gauge
their compatibility. The results, presented in Table 8.1 of the main report, indicate
that the overall compatibility between the Plan objectives and the SA objectives is
relatively good. This is particularly true of the assessed compatibility against the
social and economic dimensions of sustainability. In contrast, there is a considerable
amount of uncertainty against the environmental SA objectives, with several
instances of conflict (in particular against SA objectives 12 (Reduce private car use)
and 15 (Reduce flood risk)), which requires clarification through the translation of the
Plan objectives into policy in order to maximise their potential contribution in
sustainability terms.

PLAN ISSUES AND OPTIONS
1.28

A set of strategic policy options was developed for the Plan, grouped under broad
policy headings corresponding to categories of the General Development Principles
set out in the RNOTP Preferred Options Report.

1.29

Table 9.1 of the main report lists the set of options developed for each policy heading
in the Preferred Options SA Report which were included in the assessment. A ‘Do
Nothing’ option was also included in the assessment. This option allows the
‘business as usual’ or ‘without Plan implementation’ scenario to be assessed
alongside the Plan options.

1.30

Section 9 of the main report presents a summary of the assessment of the options.
The full assessment tables are presented in Appendix C.
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ASSESSMENT OF PLAN POLICIES
1.31

The RNOTP sets out 51 proposed policies. In order to assess the policies against the
SA Framework a set of Policy Components was developed. These summarise the
policies to be assessed in the SA and group them with policies that relate to a similar
theme, facilitating effective appraisal and reducing the potential for repetition or
contradiction. Table 10.1 of the main report details the Policy Components, which are
based on the content of the Plan.

1.32

Section 10 of the main report presents the results of the assessment of the RNOTP
Policy Components, which are briefly summarised below.
Significant Direct Effects

1.33

1.34

The greatest proportion of significantly beneficial effects is associated with the
following Policy Components (relevant sub-sections of the Plan):
♦

2 - Comprehensive Development and Phasing (Plan Policies 3-5)

♦

10 - Employment (Plan Policies 23-24)

♦

11 - Town Centres and Retail (Plan Policy 25)

♦

12 - Tourism (Plan Policies 26-29)

♦

13 - Oundle – Strategy and Allocations (Plan Policies OUN1-OUN6)

♦

14 - Thrapston – Strategy and Allocations (Plan Policies THR1-THR5)

♦

15 - Rural Areas and Small Towns (Plan Policies KCF1, KCF2, NAS1, WAR1,
BC1, DA1)

In terms of the elements of the SA Framework against which the best sustainability
performance has been predicted, there is a clear trend towards the most beneficial
effects being associated with SA objectives in the social and economic dimensions of
sustainability as opposed to the environmental dimension. This is exemplified by the
list of SA objectives against which the greatest proportion of significant beneficial
effects has been identified, which is as follows:
Significant Beneficial Effects (SBE)
Social SA Objectives:
♦

SA objective 5: To Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity (11 SBE)

♦

SA objective 1: To improve accessibility and transport links from residential
areas to key services, facilities and employment areas (9 SBE)

♦

SA objective 7: To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to
enjoy living, working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential
amenity (8 SBE)
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♦

SA objective 3: To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social wellbeing, and reduce health disparities between different groups and different areas
(7 SBE)

Environmental SA Objectives:
♦

SA objective 9: To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built environment (9 SBE)

♦

SA objective 16: To ensure the efficient use of land (8 SBE)

Economic SA Objectives:

1.35

1.36

♦

SA objective 22: To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres
and market towns (12 SBE)

♦

SA objective 21: To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to
wealth creation, including infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that
are attractive to visitors and investors (10 SBE)

♦

SA objective 20: To maintain or enhance employment opportunities (8 SBE)

The greatest proportion of significantly adverse effects is associated with the
following Policy Components (relevant sub-sections of the Plan):
♦

12 - Tourism (Plan Policies 26-29)

♦

14 - Thrapston – Strategy and Allocations (Plan Policies THR1-THR5)

♦

13 - Oundle – Strategy and Allocations (Plan Policies OUN1-OUN6)

♦

2 - Comprehensive Development and Phasing (Plan Policies 3-5)

All significant adverse effects are associated with environmental SA objectives, the
greatest proportion of which has been identified against the following three SA
objectives:
Significant Adverse Effects (SAE)
Environmental SA Objectives:

1.37

♦

SA objective 11: To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases (6 SAE)

♦

SA objective 12: To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to
more sustainable transport modes (5 SAE)

♦

SA objective 8: To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green
infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation (4 SAE)

The appraisal resulted in no significant effects being identified against the following
SA objectives:
♦

SA objective 4: To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime
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1.38

SA objective 17: To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and
primary resources including productive soils
Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects

1.39

1.40

1.41

The assessment indicated that the Plan performs well in terms of secondary,
cumulative and synergistic effects relating to:
♦

Cumulative effect of supporting and fostering economic growth and employment
opportunities and encouraging the tourism sector, as well as providing additional
infrastructure within the Plan area, increasing the appeal of the area for
investors, visitors and residents; and

♦

Cumulative and synergistic effect of supporting housing and employment
development on improving social cohesion, creating a pleasant living
environment and enhancing local character, with additional benefits for wellbeing and health.

There are also a number of negative secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects
highlighted by the assessment. These include:
♦

Cumulative effect of housing, employment and tourism development on
increasing vehicular traffic; and

♦

Cumulative effect of increasing flood risk by extending the area of impermeable
hard surfaces, and increasing the number of properties at risk.

The assessment therefore serves to highlight the need for those elements that are
expected to result in adverse effects to be addressed more overtly as part of the DPD
process, supported by mitigation as appropriate, as well as enhancement of
beneficial effects where possible.

MITIGATION
1.42

The SA Report recommends a number of mitigation measures aimed at preventing,
reducing or offsetting the significant adverse effects that have been identified. These
fall into two categories – the first category concerns common elements of the policy
implementation (e.g. construction works and practices; and consideration of impact
on flora and fauna), which are termed generic mitigation measures; and the
second considers mitigation measures that are relevant to specific SA objectives,
termed objective-specific mitigation measures. Mitigation measures are set out in
Section 11 of the main report, with cross-references included in the detailed
assessment tables in Appendix D. All of the measures proposed share the common
goals of minimising adverse effects and maximising beneficial effects.

IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING
1.43

Monitoring the significant sustainability effects of implementing the Plan is an
important ongoing element of the SA process. SA monitoring will cover significant
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social and economic effects as well as significant environmental effects and it
involves measuring indicators which will enable the establishment of a causal link
between the implementation of the Plan and the likely significant sustainability effects
(both beneficial or adverse) being monitored. This will allow the identification of any
unforeseen adverse effects and enable appropriate remedial action to be taken.
1.44

The following significant effects (against SA objectives, as well as secondary,
cumulative and synergistic) have been identified by the assessment and form the
basis of the proposed monitoring programme:
SA Objectives (identified significant effects)
All, except:
♦

4 - To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime; and

♦

17 - To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils.

Beneficial Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects
♦

Cumulative effect of supporting and fostering economic growth and employment
opportunities and encouraging the tourism sector, as well as providing additional
infrastructure within the Plan area, increasing the appeal of the area for
investors, visitors and residents; and

♦

Cumulative and synergistic effect of supporting housing and employment
development on improving social cohesion, creating a pleasant living
environment and enhancing local character, with additional benefits for wellbeing and health.

Adverse Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects
♦

Cumulative effect of housing, employment and tourism development on
increasing vehicular traffic; and

♦

Cumulative effect of increasing flood risk by extending the area of impermeable
hard surfaces, and increasing the number of properties at risk.

OVERALL SUMMARY OF SUSTAINABILITY PERFORMANCE
1.45

In general terms, the findings of the appraisal reflect the aims of the Plan, which are
clearly focused on improving the socio-economic performance of the Plan area,
whilst acknowledging the importance of maintaining the environmental assets which
are key to the area’s attractiveness as a place to live and work. The outcome of the
SA demonstrates that the majority of policies are expected to achieve economic
gains for the Plan area and provide for a range of social needs. Although the Plan
performs well overall against several environmental SA objectives, the SA also
indicates the potential for certain policies to result in negative environmental
outcomes.
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1.46

When the effects of the Policy Components are combined, the Plan has been
predicted to deliver significant beneficial social and economic effects in terms of
enhanced employment and housing opportunities, improved attractiveness for
investment and improvements in the viability and vitality of local towns. Largely as a
product of these effects, the SA has also identified the potential for the Plan to deliver
additional benefits in terms of improving accessibility for local residents to services
and employment, improving overall well-being and general health, strengthening
community cohesion and improving the living environment for residents.

Larger Settlements – Oundle and Thrapston
1.47

Whilst the focus on development in the larger settlements is expected to benefit the
majority of social and economic SA objectives, the appraisal indicates there is a
considerable risk that construction, increased built environment, population growth
and higher volumes of traffic associated with additional development may have
adverse effects on some of the environmental SA objectives. The majority of
predicted significant adverse effects relate to an increase in traffic volumes and
related negative effects on GHG emissions, air pollution, biodiversity and water
resources.

Rural Areas
1.48

The limited development proposed for the rural areas and small towns is expected to
result in very few negative effects, with significant benefits against most social and
economic SA objectives as well as several of the environmental SA objectives. The
appraisal indicates that the development of tourism in the Plan area is likely to
produce mixed results, with strong economic and social benefits offset by
considerable adverse environmental effects.

General Observations
1.49

In conclusion, the SA indicates that overall the sustainability performance of the Plan
is good in terms of social and economic beneficial effects. The Plan also performs
well overall against several of the environmental SA objectives, in particular those
relating to enhancing local distinctiveness and promoting efficient use of land.
However, a number of potentially adverse effects were identified in respect of the
natural environment, mostly in relation to increased traffic volumes.

1.50

The two key areas of the Plan where potential weaknesses have been identified are
as follows:
♦

Lack of support for sustainable transport initiatives to encourage modal shift; and

♦

Little support for other measures to address climate change by reducing GHG
emissions, e.g. energy efficiency, renewables and sustainable waste
management.
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1.51

It should be noted that the Plan needs to be considered alongside the wider
strategies for the area, which have already established implementation mechanisms
for locally based transport schemes. Given these and other local factors, the Council
has taken the view that the two key areas of weakness in the Plan identified by the
SA (i.e. sustainable transport and other measures to address climate change) may
be considered as peripheral to the DPD’s main role (i.e. site specific allocations), and
that the policies from which they arise attempt to address particular local issues
which have been identified through the Plan preparation process.
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2.

BACKGROUND

REQUIREMENT FOR SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
2.1

Under the regulations3 implementing the provisions of the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004, Sustainability Appraisal is required for all Local Development
Documents (LDDs). The purpose of Sustainability Appraisal is to promote
sustainable development through better integration of sustainability considerations in
the preparation and adoption of plans. The regulations stipulate that Sustainability
Appraisal of LDDs should meet the requirements for Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) arising from the SEA Directive. The SEA Directive requires that
certain plans and programmes undergo an environmental assessment, due to the
likelihood that they will have significant environmental effects once implemented.

2.2

Planning Policy Statement 1 (PPS1) describes Sustainability Appraisal in Paragraph
9 of Annex B:
‘A Sustainability Appraisal is intended to assess the impact of plan policies from an
environmental, economic and social perspective. It is intended to test the
performance of a plan against the objectives of sustainable development and thereby
provide the basis for its improvement. Guidance on carrying out the Sustainability
Appraisal will show how they can comply with the requirements of the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive’.

2.3

Sustainability Appraisal thus helps planning authorities to fulfil the objective of
contributing to the achievement of sustainable development in preparing their plans.

2.4

There are many definitions of sustainable development. However, the most
commonly used and widely accepted is that coined by the World Commission on
Environment and Development in 1987 as:
‘Development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their own needs.’

2.5

The UK Government’s Sustainable Development Strategy ‘Securing the Future’,
published in March 2005, outlines a set of shared UK principles to be used to achieve
the goal of sustainable development. The guiding principles have been agreed by the
UK government, Scottish Executive, Welsh Assembly Government and the Northern
Ireland Administration. They bring together and build on the various previously

3

Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004. The Regulations came into force on 28
September 2004.
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existing UK principles to set out an overarching approach. The five guiding principles
form the basis for policy in the UK. For a policy to be sustainable, it must respect all
five of these principles in order to integrate and deliver simultaneously sustainable
development:
1) Living within environmental limits – respecting the limits of the planet’s
environment, resources and biodiversity to improve our environment and
ensure that the natural resources needed for life are unimpaired and remain
so for future generations;
2) Ensuring a Strong, Healthy and Just Society – meeting the diverse needs
of all people in existing and future communities, promoting personal
wellbeing, social cohesion and inclusion, and creating equal opportunity for
all;
3) Achieving a Sustainable Economy – Building a strong, stable and
sustainable economy which provides prosperity and opportunities for all, and
in which environmental and social costs fall on those who impose them
(polluter pays); and efficient resource use incentivised;
4) Promoting Good Governance – Actively promoting effective, participative
systems of governance in all levels of society – engaging people’s creativity,
energy and diversity; and
5) Using Sound Science Responsibly – Ensuring policy is developed and
implemented on the basis of strong scientific evidence, whilst taking into
account scientific uncertainty (through the precautionary principle) as well as
public attitudes and values.

THE SA PROCESS
2.6

The requirements to carry out Sustainability Appraisal and SEA are thus distinct, but
guidance4 from the Office for the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM – now the
Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG)) states that it is
possible to satisfy both through a single appraisal process and provides a
methodology for doing so. Therefore, the term Sustainability Appraisal (SA) will
henceforth be used to describe this combined process.

2.7

According to the same guidance, the main stages in the SA process are as follows:
♦

Stage A – Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and
deciding on scope;

♦

Stage B – Developing and refining options and assessing effects;

♦

Stage C – Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report;

♦

Stage D – Consultation on the plan and the Sustainability Appraisal Report; and

4 Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents, ODPM, November
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♦
2.8

Stage E – Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan.

The ODPM’s guidance emphasises that SA is an iterative process which identifies
and reports on the likely significant effects of the plan and the extent to which its
implementation will achieve the social, environmental and economic objectives by
which sustainable development can be defined. The intention is that SA is fully
integrated into the plan making process from the earliest stages, both informing and
being informed by it. The guidance also sets out a requirement for the preparation of
the following reports:
♦

Scoping Report (documenting Stage A work) which should be used for
consultation on the scope of the SA; and

♦

Sustainability Appraisal Report (documenting Stages A and B work) which
should be used in the public consultation on the Preferred Options version of the
draft plan. The SA Report fully encompasses the requirement to produce an
Environmental Report under the SEA Directive.

PURPOSE OF THE SA REPORT
2.9

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires Development Plan
Documents (DPDs) and Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) to undergo SA
as part of the process of ensuring that they will contribute to sustainable
development. Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks (page
24 summary box) states:
“The SA will play an important part in demonstrating if a Local Development
Document is sound ensuring that it reflects sustainability objectives. The results of
the sustainability appraisal will contribute to the reasoned justification of policies”.

2.10

The primary task of this document is to report the findings of the SA of the Rural
North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan (RNOTP) prepared by consultants on behalf of
East Northamptonshire Council.

2.11

The SA is needed to inform the decision making process during the preparation of
the RNOTP. This will ensure that potential sustainable development implications of
the RNOTP are identified and recognised in the choices made by the local planning
authority (LPA). The SA must also test the performance of the RNOTP in order to
determine whether it appears to be appropriate for the task intended.

RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN
2.12

The RNOTP is a site specific proposals DPD, based on the framework set by the
North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy5 (hereafter referred to as the “Core
Spatial Strategy”).

5

North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy – Submission document (North Northamptonshire Joint Planning
Unit, February 2007)
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2.13

The Plan sets out the vision and detailed policies for the development, regeneration
and planned growth of Thrapston and Oundle Rural Service Centres; the
development of King’s Cliffe as a Local Service Centre; and the sustainable
development of communities in the rural north of East Northamptonshire. It includes
the identification of sites for housing, employment, recreation and other land uses
and contains policies relating to specific areas where individual development,
conservation or design considerations apply.

2.14

The vision for the Plan area is:
The Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston area will be distinctive and successful, with
local businesses supported and the local economy diversified and strengthened.
There will be a strong focus on tourism, leisure and green infrastructure, alongside
the protection and enhancement of the area’s landscape character and its valuable
built and natural environment. A balanced pattern of development in East
Northamptonshire overall will be achieved by planning for vibrant rural and local
service centres and thriving village communities in the rural north.

2.15

The Council has identified a set of nine key outcomes which will deliver the vision for
the Plan area. The key outcomes effectively function as Plan objectives, and are set
out below:
1

2

3
4

5
6

7
8
9

2.16

To achieve sustainable growth at Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe, with
development to meet rural needs and sustain facilities in the remainder of the
rural north
To provide increased travel choice supporting the service centre roles of
Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe
To create a net gain in green infrastructure through the creation of a network of
new walking and cycling routes, linking biodiversity, leisure and tourism assets
To enhance biodiversity management and statutory protection for key sites
across the Plan area
To achieve high quality of design that respects local distinctiveness and
enhances the historic character and setting of the area’s towns and villages
To provide market and affordable housing to meet locally identified needs
To support healthy, fulfilled and balanced lifestyles for all in the Rural North,
Oundle and Thrapston
To create a diverse range of jobs and business opportunities throughout the
Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston
To create attractive and vibrant town centres for Oundle and Thrapston

The Plan contains a set of 33 general policies that are applicable across the Plan
area:
Strategic Policies
♦ Policy 1 – Settlement Roles
♦

Policy 2 – Windfall Development in Settlements
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♦

Policy 3 – Phasing in Oundle

♦

Policy 4 – Phasing in Thrapston

♦

Policy 5 – Comprehensive Development

♦

Policy 6 – Green Infrastructure

♦

Policy 7 – Transport Network

♦

Policy 8 – Residential Parking Standards

♦

Policy 9 – Flood Risk

Environmental Policies
♦ Policy 10 – Housing Density
♦

Policy 11 – Housing Mix

♦

Policy 12 – Important Open Land within Towns and Villages

♦

Policy 13 – Buildings of Local Architectural or Historic Interest

♦

Policy 14 – Protection of Local Sites of Conservation Interest and Designation of
Local Nature Reserves

♦

Policy 15 – Enhancing Biodiversity

♦

Policy 16 – Wind Farms

♦

Policy 17 – Parish Plans and Village Design Statements

♦

Policy 18 – Considerate Construction

Social Policies
♦ Policy 19 – Affordable Housing Targets
♦

Policy 20 – Affordable Housing Requirements

♦

Policy 21 – Rural Exceptions Housing

♦

Policy 22 – Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities

Economic Policies
♦ Policy 23 – Protected Employment Areas
♦

Policy 24 – Employment Sites Occupied by Single Businesses

♦

Policy 25 – Town Centres

♦

Policy 26 – Water Related Facilities along the River Nene

♦

Policy 27 – Riverside Hotel, Elmington

♦

Policy 28 – Oundle Marina

♦

Policy 29 – Lilford Park

♦

Policy 30 – Rural Buildings – General Approach

♦

Policy 31 – Replacement Dwellings in the Open Countryside

♦

Policy 32 – Farm Diversification

♦

Policy 33 – Lorry Parking
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2.17

The Plan also includes a set of 18 area based policies, grouped under the following
headings:
♦

Oundle – Strategy and Allocations

♦

Thrapston – Strategy and Allocations

♦

Rural Areas – Strategy and Allocations

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA
2.18

The area covered by the Plan, which comprises the central and northern parts of the
District, totalling 42,174 hectares, has a dispersed settlement pattern encompassing
two towns and 50 villages, the urban areas forming a comparatively small amount of
the Plan area. The rural service centre of Oundle is geographically the centre of the
Plan area. Thrapston, to the southern end of the Plan area, is also classified as a
rural service centre. King’s Cliffe, located to the north of the area, has grown in
recent years and provides services and facilities to a network of surrounding villages.

2.19

The Plan area is part of the North Northamptonshire Growth Area, which is identified
for significant change and new development in the Government’s Sustainable
Communities Plan (ODPM 2003)6. It is also adjacent to the Cambridge Peterborough Growth Area and has close geographical and functional links with the
towns of Peterborough, Kettering and Corby.

2.20

The Plan area has good strategic road transport links, serving both Oundle and
Thrapston and linking them to larger towns in the adjoining area. The A14, the A43
and the A605/A45 make the connection with the M1 and A1. The rural roads, in
various conditions, provide access to the villages.

2.21

The geographical boundary of the Plan area is shown in Figure 2.1.

2.22

This SA is primarily concerned with effects arising from implementation of the
RNOTP. Although the SA will mostly focus on effects within the Plan area, it will also
consider the effects of the policies on surrounding areas, the region, and on national
and global issues where deemed relevant.

6

Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (ODPM/ Communities and Local Government, February 2003)

2-6

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON
PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

Figure 2.1 - Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan Area

Source: East Northamptonshire Council, 2007
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Figure 2.2 - East Northamptonshire Strategic Context

Source: East Northamptonshire Council, 2007
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PROGRAMME AND RESPONSIBILITY
2.23

The SA was commenced in early 2005. The SA process up to completion of the
Preferred Options SA Report and the consultation on this has been carried out by
ENC Council Officers. Preparation of the Submission Document Final SA Report has
been undertaken by Atkins independently of ENC.

2.24

Table 2.1 outlines the timetable and process undertaken to prepare the SA.
Table 2.1 - Key SA Tasks and Outputs

Task / Output

Timing

Comments / Actions

Scoping Report

Aug 2005

Consultation on SA
Scoping Report

Aug – Oct 2005

Preferred Options SA
Report

Jan 2006

Consultation on
Preferred Options SA
Report

Jan – Mar 2006

Consultation on North
Northamptonshire
Core Spatial Strategy
Submission
Document SA Report
RNOTP Submission
Document SA Report
Consultation

Feb – Mar 2007

Findings of Issues and Options preparation
and consultation taken into account
Joint Scoping Report covering SA of RNOTP,
Raunds Area Plan and Three Towns Plan –
Rushden, Higham Ferrers and
Irthlingborough
Incorporation of Scoping Report responses
into Appendix 1 of Preferred Options SA
Report
Findings of consultations summarised in
“Summary of Consultation” (September 2006)
and “Summary Response” (December 2006)
documents
North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit

Dec 2007
Jan – Feb 2008

Findings of consultations incorporated in
revised SA Report
Planned submission stage consultation

CONSULTATION
2.25

The RNOTP Submission Document has been prepared through extensive
preliminary (“Issues and Options”) consultations, undertaken between July 2001 and
August 2005, known as “Design for the Future”. Following this, SA Scoping
consultation has been undertaken, followed by consultations on the RNOTP
Preferred Options document and the accompanying SA Report. Full details of the
various RNOTP consultations are set out in the Regulation 28 statement.

2.26

Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 separate, parallel
consultation processes have taken place for both the RNOTP and accompanying SA
Reports. Appendices F and G detail the responses received from the consultees.
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2.27

Formal consultation on this SA Report is being undertaken alongside that for the
RNOTP Submission Document, and is planned to commence on 11th January 2008
and runs until 22nd February 2008.
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3.

APPRAISAL METHODOLOGY

OVERVIEW OF APPROACH
3.1

The approach used in the SA of the RNOTP is based on the process set out in the
guidance7 from the ODPM on SA of Regional Spatial Strategies (RSSs) and Local
Development Documents (LDDs). The SA has been conducted to also meet the
requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Regulations8. The
purpose of SA is to promote sustainable development through better integration of
sustainability considerations in the preparation and adoption of plans.

3.2

The methodology adopted involved the completion of SA stages A, B, C and D1-D2
and associated tasks as outlined in Figure 3.1 below.

7 Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents, ODPM, November
8

2005.

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations July 2004, which transposed EU Directive 2001/42/EC on
assessment of effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment (the ‘SEA Directive’) into UK law.
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Figure 3.1 - Relationship between SA Stages and Tasks

Source: Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents, ODPM, November 2005.
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3.3

The methodology used for Stage A tasks is documented in the Final SA Scoping
Report, published in October 2005. The sections below describe the methodology
used for Stage B tasks, the results of which are documented in this report.

STAGE B TASKS
Compatibility Assessment of Plan Objectives
3.4

A compatibility matrix was developed to identify to what extent the objectives of the
RNOTP are compatible with the SA objectives, and vice versa.
Assessment of Strategic Policy Options

3.5

An assessment of the strategic policy options developed for the Plan and
documented in the Preferred Options SA Report was then conducted. The
assessment used a broad-brush and qualitative approach, which is generally
accepted as good practice by the SA guidance for the earlier strategic stages of the
appraisal.

3.6

Potential sustainability effects for each of the options were assessed in terms of
progress towards achieving the relevant SA objective using the scoring system
presented in Table 3.1. In addition to a symbol, each element of the assessment
scale was also assigned a numeric value, as indicated in Table 3.1, to assist in the
analysis of the assessment. To further assist in rapid visual assimilation and
comparison of assessment scores numeric values were also colour coded using the
following basic scheme:

3.7

♦

Green – positive

♦

Red – negative

The numeric scoring system was used to attribute an average score for each option
based on its performance against all SA objectives.
Table 3.1 - Scoring of Options Assessment

3
2
1
0
-0.5
0
-1
-2
-3

+++
++
+
0
+/?
----

Major positive - likely to result in substantial progress towards the objective
Medium positive - likely to result in some progress towards the objective
Minor positive - likely to result in very limited progress towards the objective
Neutral outcome
Range of possible positive and negative outcomes
Uncertain outcome
Minor negative - likely to be to the very limited detriment of achieving the objective
Medium negative - likely to be to the limited detriment of achieving the objective
Major negative - likely to be substantially detrimental to achieving the objective

Detailed Assessment of Plan Policies
3.8

The development policies and proposals contained in the RNOTP were then grouped
under a set of 15 Policy Components (see Section 10). A detailed assessment was
conducted of each of the Policy Components using a separate assessment sheet,
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and the results then brought together in a single sheet summarising the assessment
across all Policy Components.
3.9

The detailed assessment comprised a systematic two-stage process, described
below.

Prediction of Effects
3.10

Using the baseline data and supporting information, the effects of the policies have
been predicted for each of the SA objectives. A six point scale was used to
characterise the magnitude of predicted effects in terms of the change to the current
baseline. Effects were also characterised in terms of their geographical extent, their
duration (short, medium or long term), whether they are likely to be temporary or
permanent, and the degree of certainty with which the prediction was made.
Predictions were made using the evidence of the baseline data wherever possible.
Short term effects were defined as those predicted to commence within the first five
years of implementation of the Plan. Medium term effects were defined as those
predicted to commence within the period five to ten years from the implementation of
the Plan. Long term effects were defined as those predicted to commence ten years
or more after the implementation of the Plan.

3.11

Table 3.2 details the scoring scales used to characterise the various features of the
predicted effects.
Table 3.2 - Sustainability Effects Scoring

Magnitude
 Major Positive
 Minor Positive

-

No effect

?

Unclear effect




Minor Negative

3.12

Scale
Local

Permanence
Within, or in close proximity to, RNOTP area

Sub Reg East Northamptonshire and surrounding areas
Reg/Nat East Midlands and beyond

Certainty

Temp

Temporary

Low

Perm

Permanent

Med

Medium

High

High

Low

Major Negative

Magnitude of effects was defined in terms of progress towards achieving the relevant
SA objective:
Major Positive
Minor Positive

- likely to result in substantial progress towards the objective
- likely to result in limited progress towards the objective

Major Negative - likely to be substantially detrimental to achieving the objective
Minor Negative - likely to be to the limited detriment of achieving the objective

Assessment of the Significance of Effects
3.13

The effects predicted for each SA objective for each Policy Component were
assessed for significance using a simple, systematic process. An assessment score
was derived for each objective based on the scores for each effect characteristic
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(magnitude, duration, scale, permanence and certainty) for short, medium and long
term effects, using the assessment scale shown in Table 3.3.
Table 3.3 - Sustainability Assessment Scoring
+++ Strongly positive
++ Moderately positive
+
0
---+/-

3.14

Slightly positive
No effect
Slightly negative
Moderately negative
Strongly negative
Combination of positive and negative effects / neutral effect

For the purposes of analysing the results of the assessment, significant effects are
those that result in strongly or moderately negative or positive effects.

Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects
3.15

Annex I of the SEA Directive requires that the assessment of effects include
secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects.

3.16

Secondary or indirect effects are effects that are not a direct result of the plan, but
occur away from the original effect or as a result of a complex pathway, e.g. a
development that changes a water table and thus affects the ecology of a nearby
wetland. These effects are not cumulative and have been identified and assessed
primarily through the examination of the relationship between various objectives
during the assessment of effects.

3.17

Cumulative effects arise where several proposals individually may or may not have
a significant effect, but in-combination have a significant effect due to spatial
crowding or temporal overlap between plans, proposals and actions and repeated
removal or addition of resources due to proposals and actions. Cumulative effects
can be:
♦ Additive - the simple sum of all the effects;
♦ Neutralising - where effects counteract each other to reduce the overall effect;
♦ Synergistic - is the effect of two or more effects acting together which is greater
than the simple sum of the effects when acting alone. For instance, a wildlife
habitat can become progressively fragmented with limited effects on a particular
species until the last fragmentation makes the areas too small to support the
species at all.

3.18

Many environmental problems result from cumulative effects. These effects are very
hard to deal with on a project by project basis through Environmental Impact
Assessment. It is at the SA level that they are most effectively identified and
addressed.
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3.19

Cumulative effects assessment is a systematic procedure for identifying and
evaluating the significance of effects from multiple activities. The analysis of the
causes, pathways and consequences of these effects is an essential part of the
process.
Mitigation and Monitoring

3.20

Mitigation measures have been identified during the evaluation process to reduce the
scale/importance of significant negative effects and, where possible, enhance
positive effects.

3.21

SA monitoring involves measuring indicators which will enable the establishment of a
causal link between the implementation of the plan and the likely significant effect
(positive or negative) being monitored. It thus helps to ensure that any adverse
effects which arise during implementation, whether or not they were foreseen, can be
identified and that action can be taken to address them.
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4.

OTHER RELEVANT PLANS AND PROGRAMMES

INTRODUCTION
4.1

The SEA Directive states that the Environmental Report should provide information
on:
‘The plan’s relationship with other relevant plans and programmes’ and “the
environmental protection objectives, established at international, [European]
Community or national level, which are relevant to the plan... and the way
those objectives and any environmental considerations have been taken into
account during its preparation” (Annex 1 (a), (e)).

METHODOLOGY
4.2

Prior to drafting the SA objectives, a review of all relevant plans and programmes
was undertaken. This review identified the relationships between the SA and plans
and programmes which, in turn, enabled potential synergies to be exploited and,
conversely, conflicting initiatives to be identified.

4.3

The purpose of this review was not only to list relevant plans and programmes, but to
highlight the influence that the plans and programmes may have upon the SA and
RNOTP in terms of themes set out within them. Given that the Plan must be in
conformity with North Northamptonshire’s Joint Core Spatial Strategy and that higher
tier documents will have been reviewed within the SA of the Core Spatial Strategy, it
has been decided not to detail them again in this report. A detailed description of
each plan and programme reviewed appears in Appendix B.

4.4

An ‘Appropriate Assessment’ (AA) of plans should be undertaken pursuant to Article
6(3) & (4) of the EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild
Fauna and Flora, 1992. As a result of the failure to make land use plans subject to
AA, Article 6(3) & (4) has not been transposed. However, in accordance with the
European Court of Justice’s decision of October 2005, all development plans must be
subject to an AA. The Council has undertaken a screening assessment9 and
determined that a full AA is not required for the RNOTP, subject to certain changes
being made to the Plan. These changes have now been made to the RNOTP
document.

4.5

The relevant plans and programmes identified were analysed and the results used to
inform the development of the SA objectives presented in Table 7.1.
9 RNOTP - Appropriate Assessment Screening, Atkins, December 2007
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5.

BASELINE INFORMATION

INTRODUCTION
5.1

The SEA Directive says that the Environmental Report should provide information on:
‘relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely
evolution thereof without implementation of the plan’ and the ‘environmental
characteristics of the areas likely to be significantly affected’ (Annex I (b) (c));
‘any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or
programme including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular
environmental importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directives
79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC’ (Annex I (c)).

5.2

In addition to the requirements of the SEA Directive, the new statutory SA process
requires the collection of additional information on social and economic
characteristics of the plan area.

BASELINE DATA COLLECTION
5.3

Baseline information provides the foundation for predicting and monitoring effects
and helps to identify sustainability problems and alternative ways of dealing with
them. Sufficient information about the current and likely future state of the Plan Area
is required to allow the Plan’s effects to be adequately predicted.

5.4

The baseline data collected to date are contained in Appendix A. Figure 5.1
illustrates the key environmental constraints in the area.

5.5

Some useful and relevant information has been difficult to obtain. However, it is
envisaged that future reports and studies, plus those that are underway, will help to
redress this problem. Furthermore, it is anticipated that the range of baseline data
held will improve over time, particularly as local authorities prepare Annual
Monitoring Reports as required under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act
2004.

5.6
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Figure 5.1 - Key Environmental Constraints

Source: East Northamptonshire Council, 2007
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6.

KEY SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES

INTRODUCTION
6.1

The requirement to identify sustainability problems and issues arises from the SEA
Directive, where the Environmental Report required under the Directive should
include:
‘any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or
programme including, in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular
environmental importance, such as areas designated pursuant to Directives
79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC’ (Annex I (d)).

METHODOLOGY
6.2

The identification of the key sustainability issues most relevant to the Plan area has
been based on the review of relevant plans and programmes documented in Section
4 and Appendix B, the analysis of the baseline data documented in Section 5 and
Appendix A, and a consideration of issues likely to be addressed in the Plan.

6.3

Table 6.1 presents the full results of the analysis of key sustainability issues.
Table 6.1 - Analysis of Key Sustainability Issues
Key Issues / Problems

Implications for Plan

SEA
Topics

1

The Plan should:
• Make
provision
for
delivering
affordable housing in both urban and
rural areas, for identified local need, at
the most sustainable sites.
• Seek to ensure housing developments
in both urban and rural areas should
promote social inclusion.

Population

The Plan should seek to improve the
distribution balance of employment
opportunities across the whole Plan area.

Population,
Material
assets

Expanding population through in migration
As an attractive rural location, the Plan area has
experienced, and continues to experience,
significant levels of in migration. The area is
particularly popular amongst executives looking for
larger homes and more rural styles of living whilst
still retaining employment in the larger and more
urban centres outside the District. This creates
disparities in relative affluence, exacerbates housing
affordability issues and may result in social
exclusion.

2

Low wage levels and limited employment in
some rural areas
The percentage of the population employed as
managers and senior officials (22.4%) in the Plan
area was significantly higher than the average in the
District (17.7%) and in the country (14.9%) in 2001.
The percentage in elementary occupation was
slightly lower (10.6%) than the District (12.6%) and
national (11.8%) averages.
Average earnings analysis shows that East
Northamptonshire in 2003 had a weekly average pay
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Key Issues / Problems

Implications for Plan

SEA
Topics

The Plan should seek to further diversify
the local economy playing to its strengths.

Population,
Material
assets

The Plan should:
• Acknowledge the various functions of
settlements, and the relationships
between them, including the existing
and potential networks between
different settlement types and how this
relates to patterns of movement.
• Protect the historic environment.
• Respect and respond to the influence
of the local vernacular in the overall
character and distinctiveness of the
built development in the District.

Material
assets,
Cultural
heritage

The Plan should:
• Focus upon reducing relative
deprivation, by promoting the provision
of and access to facilities, services
and opportunities for all.
• Acknowledge the problems associated
with population dispersal, accessibility,
isolation and disadvantage in rural
areas and develop the

Population,
Material
assets

including overtime of £405, which compares fairly
poorly to the English average of £483 and the
Northamptonshire average of £442. This could be
due to the higher than average proportion of
manufacturing and construction workers within East
Northamptonshire, in comparison to
Northamptonshire and the UK. However, given the
high proportion of managers and senior officials
resident in the area, the average earnings figure
hides the discrepancy between the pockets of
affluence and deprivation across the Plan area, with
limited job opportunities in some rural and more
remote areas.
3

Diversification of the economy
Generally the economy of the Plan area is fairly
diverse. In 2006 it provided employment
opportunities in primary (n/a), construction (4.8%),
manufacturing (19.8%) and services sectors (74.2%)
with the services’ role growing and the rest of the
sectors’ shares in the local market decreasing. The
importance of the visitor and tourism market is
growing. The Plan area also holds potential to
develop the ‘knowledge economy’, being located
close to the Oxford to Cambridge Arc, a region of
high-tech, fast growth knowledge based employment
sectors.

4

Role of large rural hinterland and its villages
Oundle and Thrapston are the two main towns in the
area and have similar roles as rural service centres.
They both possess distinctive but distinct characters
and they differ in the opportunities they present and
issues they face.
Oundle functions as a traditional market town,
serving a large rural hinterland, with close links to
the Peterborough area. It has a strong heritage offer
exploiting the niche visitor and public school role, as
well as continuing to serve the town centre needs
and that of its rural hinterland. The town has a
weekly market and a monthly farmers market, which
attracts people from a wide area.
Thrapston is also a market town with a weekly street
market and a thriving cattle market. The town centre
is in a position to benefit from a growing catchment
area as housing growth comes forward, although its
heritage offer, and therefore its potential to attract
visitors, is probably less than Oundle.
The rural area beyond the two towns is comprised of
attractive rolling countryside given over to mixed
agriculture and incorporating a well developed and
defined settlement pattern of some 52 traditional
villages and hamlets, of varying size and character.

5

Access to facilities from rural areas
Although overall the Plan area does not experience
significant deprivation, pockets of relative deprivation
are believed to exist in the rural areas where, due to
the dispersal of settlements, people, especially those
without a car, experience difficulties in accessing
services, facilities and employment opportunities. As
a consequence there are pressures on the urban
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Key Issues / Problems

Implications for Plan

areas as people seek better access to facilities and
services, affordable housing and a wider range of
employment opportunities. This can impinge upon
the vitality, viability and sustainability of rural
communities, which exhibit less diversity as a
consequence and suffer further decline in the level
of services, facilities and employment opportunities
that are available.
6

Need for affordable housing
Average house prices for East Northamptonshire
from the Land Registry of England and Wales for the
period April – June 2007 were £185,799, compared
to the East Midlands and England and Wales
averages of £168,146 and £179,499 respectively.
In 2003 the house price to income ratio for the East
Midlands area was 3.42 compared to an England
average of 4.11. Although the ratio is below the
English average it still means that the average
house price is beyond the reach of those in lower
income groups. Furthermore, this ratio does not take
account of the inherent skew associated with the
average wages in the District. Thus, the actual
affordability ratio for those on the lowest incomes will
be considerably less favourable.
The 2004 Housing Needs Survey confirmed that the
lack of affordable housing was an important issue in
Oundle, Thrapston and the villages. This is a
consequence of the substantial increase in house
prices caused, to a large extent, by in migration to
an attractive rural area, disparities in relative
affluence and an inability of certain members of the
community to effectively compete in the local
housing market. These housing demand factors
have been compounded by limitations on housing
supply arising from the rural character of the area,
with its relatively dispersed population and shortage
of facilities, services and opportunities, as well as
the environmental constraints that prevail.

7

Poor access to health facilities
There are four doctors’ surgeries in the Plan area,
including one each at Oundle and Woodford and two
at Thrapston. The only optician’s practice and dentist
in the Plan area are at Thrapston. A pharmacy is
available in Thrapston and two in Oundle. The
availability of and accessibility to these health
facilities in the Plan area can therefore at best be
considered to be variable and relatively poor for
residents of the more rural areas.

8

Maintaining low levels of crime
The Plan area benefits from low levels of crime,
which significantly contribute to the attractiveness of
the area as a place to live and work.
In 2003/04 rates of crime in the Plan area per 1,000
population (61.18) were lower than for the District as
a whole (80.35), the County (124.78) and England
and Wales (112.4).
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SEA
Topics

interdependence of rural communities
and their relationship with nearby
towns.

The Plan should:
• Make provision for delivering
affordable housing in both urban and
rural areas, for identified local need, in
the most sustainable sites.
• Support initiatives such as ‘exception
sites’ for rural affordable housing
delivery.
• Retain affordable housing in perpetuity
and policies that promote development
through a Registered Social Landlord
and use of planning obligations.
• Give clear definition on what the
authority considers being affordable in
the Plan area in terms of the
relationship between local income
levels and house prices or rents for
different types of households.
• Seek to ensure housing developments
in both urban and rural areas should
promote social inclusion.
• Ensure that affordable housing in rural
areas is appropriately located, of the
right tenure, and of a high quality
design and correct scale, to fit into the
surrounding built and natural
environment.

Material
assets,
Population

The Plan should:
• Seek to improve accessibility to health
facilities particularly for the residents of
the more remote rural parts of the
Area and for other disadvantaged
groups.
• Work in partnership with deliverers of
other services to ensure accessibility
to health facilities both within the Plan
area and immediately beyond it is
improved.

Population,
Human
health,
Material
assets

The Plan should:
• Promote the steady development of
the local economy with access to
employment for all.
• Ensure the provision of a range of
services and facilities which meet the
needs of the community and are
accessible to all.
• Promote well-designed places which
contribute to minimising crime and
where people feel safe and secure.

Population,
Human
health
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Key Issues / Problems

Implications for Plan

SEA
Topics

9

The Plan should address the need for
school accommodation to meet the needs
of the local community and support any
expansion of provision in the most
sustainable locations, taking into account
the capacity of existing schools and the
need to maximise accessibility in both
urban and rural areas, wherever possible.

Population,
Material
assets

The Plan should consider how it can
contribute to enhancing accessibility for all
to further education and training
opportunities, including the potential for
retaining and attracting people to the area
for higher education.

Population

The Plan should:
• Prevent the further fragmentation of
habitats and, where possible, aid the
aggregation of habitats, such as
lowland heaths.
• Preserve and enhance the remaining
semi-natural habitats.
• Seek to protect, enhance, increase
and improve the quality of wildlife
habitats to achieve a net gain in
biodiversity within urban and rural
areas, including designated sites and,
where possible, other resources of
importance for nature conservation,
e.g. greenways, allotments and
gardens.
• Acknowledge as appropriate the
Biodiversity Action Plan for
Northamptonshire and take full
account of the effects of development
on BAP listed species.
• Ensure the habitat value of the built
environment as hibernation or
breeding locations is fully taken into
account in the consideration of
development proposals
• Take into account the potential
ecological designations in the Nene
Valley.

Biodiversity,
Flora, Fauna

Capacity of schools
Two of the primary schools in the Plan area are
operating beyond their net capacity, while six more
are at, or within 25 places of their capacity figures.
Two primary schools have surpluses of 50 and 55
places respectively. While greater spare capacity
exists at secondary level, the surplus is relatively
modest at Thrapston (32 places) compared to two
other secondary schools in Oundle (72 and 157).

10

Maintaining high skills and qualification levels
The population of the Plan area generally has the
benefit of being relatively well qualified. The
proportion of people in Oundle and Thrapston in
2001 with no qualifications (24% and 32.1%
respectively) was lower than for the District (35.5%),
County as a whole (36.3%), the East Midlands
Region (39%) and England and Wales (36%).
Conversely, the proportion of people with
qualifications at Level 4/5 (degree and above) was
higher, especially in Oundle, whilst the figure for
Thrapston was more comparable to that for the
District and County as a whole, the Region and
England and Wales. It should be noted that many
young people chose to move away from home for
university education.

11

Protection of biodiversity
Changing agricultural, forestry and river
management practices, urban expansion, road
development, mineral extraction, pollution, water
abstraction and climate change have had a dramatic
effect on the ecology and biodiversity of the Plan
area. There has been a steady decline in seminatural habitats of wildlife importance and those that
have survived are often small and fragmented. The
following County level statistics are likely to be
representative of the Plan area:
•
•

•

Since 1947 over 64% of the Ancient Woodlands
have been lost.
Between the mid-1980s and the mid-1990s
around 10% of the surviving wildlife rich
meadows have disappeared.
Since 1900 more than 99% of semi-natural
neutral grassland has been destroyed; 94
species of plant, 8 species of lichen, 3 species of
mammal, 14 species of bird, 16 species of
butterfly, 13 species of moth and 3 species of
grasshopper have become extinct.

There are a number of nationally and locally
designated nature conservation sites and habitats
across the Plan area. These include Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs), National Nature Reserves
(NNRs), Local Nature Reserves (LNRs), and County
Wildilife Sites (CWS) as well as Regionally Important
Geological/ Geomorphological Sites (RIGS). These
are broadly concentrated along the Rivers Nene and
across the Rockingham Forest Character Area.
A recent study relating to the River Nene from
Northampton to Thrapston has highlighted its
significance for wintering birds. It is likely that a
number of lakes will be put forward for designation
as SSSIs and potentially as a Special Protection

6-4

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON
PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

Final Sustainability Appraisal Report
Key Issues / Problems

Implications for Plan

SEA
Topics

The Plan should:
• Ensure new development respects
specific landscape qualities and
distinctiveness and does not harm
features of importance for the historic
and cultural heritage and ecology.
• Ensure the assessment informs the
location, scale, form and design of
new development, as well as the use
of materials and is sympathetic to the
character of the natural and built
landscape environment.

Landscape

The Plan should:
• Take account of the transport plans
and policies for the wider area and the
region to ensure the development of
an integrated, robust and cohesive
sustainable transport system.
• Seek to reduce the need to travel and
promote accessibility for all and
improve the provision of sustainable
transport modes.

Air, Climatic
factors

The Plan should:
• Seek to reduce motorised road traffic.
• Ensure sensitive development is not
located near sources of air pollution,
e.g. busy roads and industrial sites
with polluting emissions to air.
• Promote public transport, walking and
cycling.

Air, Climatic
factors,
Human
health

The Plan should:
• Ensure that development avoids
locations liable to flood, or which could
create or exacerbate a risk of flooding
elsewhere, unless no suitable
alternative exists and adequate
mitigation measures are proposed.
• Encourage the integration of SUDS in
new development and redevelopment
proposals.
• Ensure adequate sewerage treatment
provision and water resources/supply.

Water,
Material
assets,
Human
health

The Plan should:
• Contribute to the sustainable
management of waste, facilitating in
particular recycling, reuse and
composting as appropriate, to reduce

Material
assets, Soil

Area (SPA). The condition of many of the County
designations is unknown and the proportions of the
sites in favourable or recovering condition needs to
be determined.
12

Maintaining the quality and distinctiveness of
landscape assets
The Plan area contains a number of villages
dispersed across attractive countryside. The river
Nene flows through both Oundle and Thrapston,
contributing to the distinctiveness of their landscape.
The legacy of quarries, excavated to exploit the local
geology, has had a profound influence on certain
areas of landscape. This is apparent in the north and
west, with gravel extraction particularly evident
alongside the Nene west of Thrapston. Much of the
subsequent restoration of the valley floor has served
to establish lakes and areas of wetland. A landscape
character assessment is currently being undertaken
of the County for Northamptonshire County Council.

13

Growing car dependence and traffic levels
The area is well accessible by road to the rest of the
UK and parts of Europe. However, typically for the
rural area access by public transport is limited.
Partly as a consequence of this, there is a heavy
reliance on the use of the private car and this is
reflected in the high proportion of households with
access to two or more cars (39%) compared to the
position for England and Wales (23.5%), the Region
(25.2%) and the County (29.2%). If accessibility to
key services and facilities and provision for public
transport are not improved, the growth of car
dependence and traffic levels is likely to persist.

14

Increase in air pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions as a result of road traffic growth
Air quality in Northamptonshire is generally in line
with air quality targets and no Air Quality
Management Areas (AQMAs) have been declared.
However, recent monitoring has recognised that
some traffic-derived pollutants may increase in
future as a result of general increase in road traffic in
the Region.

15

Run-off and flood risk associated with planned
growth
The hydrology of the area is dominated by the River
Nene and its tributaries, with the main river flowing
south west to north east across the area. The River
Welland is also a major hydrological feature in the
north. Therefore, a significant part of the Plan area
lies within the flood plain zone.
The expected increase in hard surfacing associated
with housing and employment developments is likely
to increase the risk of localised flooding.

16

Managing waste generated by growth
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs waste statistics show that in East
Northamptonshire 25.2% of household waste was
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Implications for Plan

recycled and composted in 2005/06, which is lower
than equivalent figures for both the East Midlands
(31.8%) and England (26.7%), and considerably
lower than the average for the top 25 English
councils (44.1%).

•

•

•

6-6

the proportion going to landfill and
incineration.
Promote the reuse of building
materials, particularly those that reflect
the local vernacular and contribute to
the maintenance of local
distinctiveness.
Ensure that facilities for the
management and disposal of waste
are readily accessible.
Minimise environmental effects
associated with waste landfilling.

SEA
Topics
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7.

SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL FRAMEWORK

INTRODUCTION
7.1

The SA Framework is a key component in completing the SA through synthesising
the baseline information and sustainability issues into a systematic and easily
understood tool that allows the assessment of effects arising from the implementation
of the Plan in key areas. Although the SEA Directive does not specifically require the
use of objectives or indicators in the SEA process, they are a recognised and useful
way in which social, environmental and economic effects can be evaluated and
compared at key stages of the Plan’s development.

7.2

The SA Framework comprises a list of objectives. Progress toward achieving these
objectives will be measured using the corresponding indicators. The purpose of the
SA Framework is to provide a set of criteria against which the performance of the
Plan can be predicted and evaluated.

SA FRAMEWORK
7.3

An SA Framework has been developed using an iterative process, based on the
review of relevant plans and programmes, the evolving baseline, analysis of key
sustainability issues and consideration of which of these issues can potentially be
addressed by the RNOTP. The SA Framework is presented in Table 7.1.

7.4

It is considered that the 22 objectives listed in Table 7.1 adequately address the
matters required to be considered in the SA. The SA Framework used in the SA of
the RNOTP Preferred Options was based on that developed for the SA of the Core
Spatial Strategy. A number of amendments have been made to the framework since
the publication of the Preferred Options SA Report. These reflect the comments
received from consultees and have been finalised following internal Council
discussion relating to the key priorities for the Plan area.

7.5

In order to assist in the appraisal process a series of ‘appraisal questions’ has been
identified for each SA objective. This allows a fuller explanation and better
interpretation of each SA objective, so that those completing the appraisal and those
reading the appraisal have a common understanding. These questions are included
in Appendix E.
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Table 7.1 - SA Framework
No.

Objective

Social
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

2

To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

3

To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime

5

To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a

Indicators

SEA Topics

Dwellings within the following preferred distances:
• 1.5km – secondary school
• 3.0km – employment site
• 0.6km – primary school
• 1.0km – health centre
• 2.0km – sports centre
• 0.4km – bus stop
Mix of development types in planning permission for urban extensions
Proportion of journeys on foot or by cycle
Means of travel to work by modal split
Percentage of residents defined as within a distance of 500m walk of key local
services
Percentage of residents surveyed finding it easy to access key local services
New retail floor space in town centres and out of town
Travel distance relative to income
Access to services in rural areas
Temporary accommodation
Housing (affordable and otherwise) completion figures
% major housing sites meeting local ‘Building for Life’ standard
% of affordable homes as a proportion of total new dwelling completions
Housing completions to meet identified needs in rural areas
Access to a GP
Access to a hospital
Access to local greenspace
Life expectancy at birth
% residents with limiting long-term illness
Fear of crime
No. of recorded crimes/1000 people
% residents feeling ‘safe’ or ‘fairly safe’ outside in the local area after dark
Percentage of people who feel that their local area is a place where people from

Human health,
Population
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No.

Objective

Indicators

SEA Topics

cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

different backgrounds and communities can live together harmoniously
Percentage of adults who feel that they can influence decisions affecting their own
area
% population in wards within most deprived 25% nationally
% adults who have given support to others (non-family) in past year
Resident population 16-74 with no qualifications
Pupil/teacher ratios
Access to theatres, cinemas, libraries, community centres and other leisure needs
% satisfied with their neighbourhood as a place to live
No. of noise complaints
No. of odour complaints
% of rights of way that are easy to use
Ha. of strategic open space/1000 people
No. of sports pitches available for public use/1000 people

Population

6

To improve overall levels of education and skills

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

Environmental
8
To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

10

To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological

Area designated as LNR and CWS
Development in hectares permitted within SSSIs, CWS or LNRs
Total area designated as SSSI (ha)
% SSSIs in favourable or unfavourable recovering condition
No. of species affected and severity of harm
Permissions granted for development that would result in the loss of landscape
features such as hedges and copses
Population within x metres of a natural greenspace of at least 2ha in size
Progress in achieving priority BAP targets
Planning permissions granted that would result in the loss of landscape features
identified as being of importance to distinctive character
Vacant land and properties
Production of Village Design Statements
No. of Conservation Area Appraisals
Dwellings within 250m of open space
No. of conversions
Loss or damage to listed buildings, SAMs, historic parks, gardens and their settings
through development
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No.

Indicators

and cultural value and their settings

Listed buildings at risk
Damage to or enhancement of the character or appearance of a Conservation Area
% total built-up areas falling within conservation areas
Loss or damage to important regional geological or geomorphological sites (RIGS)
through development
CO2 emissions per domestic property per year
3
Annual average concentration of Nitrogen Dioxide (µg/m )
Vehicle flows across urban boundaries
Implementation of high quality bus routes
Number of local bus passenger journeys originating in the authority area undertaken
each year
Traffic volumes
Modal split (% of workforce travelling to work by mode)
Means of travel to work, school, retail, leisure by modal split
Dwellings within the following preferred distances of secondary school, employment
site, primary school, health centre, sports centre, bus stop

11

To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

12

To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

13

To maintain or improve local air quality

14

SEA Topics

Objective

To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Self-containment for employment using travel to work data
Road traffic
No. of days of air pollution when NO2 concentration is ‘moderate’ or greater
Days when fine particle concentration found to be ‘moderate’ or greater
No. of dwellings built to BREEAM very good or above
Sewage treatment works operating at or over capacity
% length of rivers achieving ‘good’ or ‘very good’ quality status
Number of reported storm over-spills from sewerage infrastructure
Quality of ground water
No. of people and property affected by fluvial flooding
No. of developments granted within flood zone 3 ‘high risk’ contrary to Environment
Agency advice
Use of Sustainable Drainage Schemes – percentage of developments incorporating a
form of SUDs within the design
No. of developments approved contrary to EA advice
No. of new developments incorporating water efficiency measures above minimum
standards
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No.

Objective

SEA Topics

Indicators
Water use/ household

15

To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

16

To ensure the efficient use of land

17

To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils

18

To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

19

To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

New developments built within flood plains
Number of permissions granted contrary to advice of Environment Agency (EA)
Number of developments permitted incorporating appropriate mitigation or SUDS
Area and no. of properties at risk of flooding by land use
Number of developments permitted within the flood plain incorporating appropriate
mitigation or SUDS.
Loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land
Levels of conversions
Vacant land and properties
Development achieving a minimum 35 dwellings/ha
Percentage of all development on greenfield land; percentage of residential
development on greenfield land
Hectares of contaminated land remediated through development or redevelopment
% dwellings completed on previously developed land
Net density of dwellings completed on major sites
Percentage of new build/retrofit homes meeting EcoHomes ‘Very Good’/’Excellent’
standard or Code for Sustainable Homes level 6
Percentage of new build/retrofit commercial buildings meeting BREEAM ‘Very
Good’/’Excellent’ standards
No. of Community Heating or CHP schemes
Proportion of energy supplied by renewable sources
No. of dwellings built to BREAM ‘Very Good’ standard or above
KWh of gas consumed/ household/ year
Generating potential of renewable energy sources
No. of conversions
No. of new developments that incorporate space for the collection and storage of
recyclable materials
No. of planning permissions for demolitions that use demolition waste onsite
Waste disposal to landfill
Construction and demolition waste disposed to landfill
Household waste collected per person per year (kg)
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No.

Objective

SEA Topics

Indicators
% household waste collected which is recycled

Economic
20
To
maintain
opportunities

or

enhance

employment

21

To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

22

To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Means of travel to work by modal split
Dwellings within the preferred distances of employment sites
Matched release of employment and housing land in settlements to ensure balanced
growth
Self-containment for employment using travel to work data for main and smaller towns
Rural diversification - rural business start-ups lasting beyond 2 years
Business start-up lasting beyond 2 years
Annual net % increase/decrease in VAT registered firms
Unemployment rate %
% residents aged 16-74 in employment working within 5km of home or at home
Proportion of people of working age who are in work
Diversity of uses within the centre
Pedestrian flows
Average IMD score
House price/earnings ratio
Economic activity rate %
New homes developed in town centre (including conversions)
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SA BASELINE DATA AND TRENDS
7.6

The SA Framework is the key tool used in the assessment of effects. The prediction
of effects, in terms of their magnitude, frequency, duration, and spatial extent, is
conducted via detailed analysis of the baseline data. It is thus important to ensure
that critical aspects of the baseline can be directly related to the objectives and
indicators of the SA Framework. Determining the significance of predicted effects is
perhaps the most critical task in the SA. The picture that the baseline presents in
terms of the SA Framework is the starting point for this.

7.7

Table 7.2 presents a summary of the fundamental characteristics of the baseline
(current conditions, current trends, and sensitivity to change) against the SA
objectives using a simple three-point normative scale as follows:
♦

Current Conditions - good/moderate/poor;

♦

Current Trends – improving/stable/declining; and

♦

Sensitivity to Change – high/medium/low

7.8

Sensitivity to change in the context of SA represents the extent to which, for instance,
ecological thresholds may be close to being breached or carrying capacity exceeded,
such that relatively small changes might be likely to induce disproportionately large
effects, which in some instances might have wide-ranging and/or unexpected
consequences. An example might be the decline of a particular wildlife population
below the level at which it is viable in a particular habitat.

7.9

The quality of the information base gives an indication of the certainty with which the
other three parameters are known, and this is presented in Table 7.2 using a similar
colour-coded three-point scale (high/medium/low).

7.10

Table 7.2 has been prepared by cross checking the indicators in the baseline against
the SA objectives, analysing the data for each indicator, and drawing together this
analysis in summary form using the scoring method described above together with a
concise commentary on key baseline features.
Future Baseline

7.11

The SEA Directive requires the consideration of the likely evolution of the state of the
environment without the implementation of the Plan.

7.12

Tables 7.3 and 7.4 present summaries of the analyses of future baseline trends
without the implementation of the Plan over the short term and medium-long term,
which have been used in the assessment of the Plan set out in Section 10 below, and
are referenced in the detailed tables of the assessment of Policy Components in
Appendix D.
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Table 7.2 - SA Current Baseline Data and Trends Summary
SA Objective

Local Baseline
Cond Sensitivity

Trend

Inf Ql

1

To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Poor

Med

Stable

Med

2

To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

Poor

High

Stable

Med

3

To improve overall levels of physical, mental and Good
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas

Med

Stable

Med

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime
To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Good

Med

Stable

High

Good

Med

Stable

Low

5

6

To improve overall levels of education and skills

Good

Med

Stable

High

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity
To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Stable

Med

Good

Med

Decl

Med

To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

High

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

High

8

9

Commentary
The Area is well placed in terms of nearby strategic rail transport infrastructure providing good north-south
connections, but there are no rail links within the Plan Area. The Area is highly accessible by road to the rest
of the UK and parts of Europe. However, local connections and accessibility to local services are not so
strong. Local buses are infrequent with a poor service.
The major focus of housing development has been Oundle and Thrapston. Most of the dwelling stock in the
Plan Area in 2001 comprised detached and semi-detached houses. The number of flats and apartments is
relatively insignificant. Affordable housing is an issue in Oundle, Thrapston and the villages. Average house
prices for East Northamptonshire for the period April – June 2007 were £185,799, higher than regional and
national averages.
73% of residents in the Plan Area consider their health to be good, better than that for the District as a whole,
the Region and England and Wales. The availability of and accessibility to primary health facilities in the Plan
Area is variable and relatively poor for residents of the more rural areas. Much of leisure and recreation
provision is directed at meeting the needs of the local community, with a concentration of provision in Oundle
and Thrapston.
Rates of crime in the Plan Area per 1000 population are reported at 61, which is lower than for the District as
a whole (80) , the County (124) and England and Wales (112).
The proportion of people defined as ethnically ‘White’ with a Christian religious background is significantly
higher in the Plan Area than for England and Wales and the Region, which is generally the case in rural
areas. This situation may indicate a lack of diversity and those members of other groupings may experience
some difficulties as a consequence. There are community halls in only 30 of the 50 villages.
Two of the primary schools in the Plan Area are operating beyond their net capacity, while six more are at, or
within 25 places of their capacity figures. While greater spare capacity exists at secondary middle level. Upper
secondary schooling is only provided within Oundle. The Plan Area it is well served by higher education
facilities nearby.The proportion of people with qualifications at Level 4/5 is high.
The environmental infrastructure and cultural assets of the wider area comprise a valuable recreation and
leisure asset for the Area, including extensive tracts of attractive countryside. The high quality built
environment consisting of historical buildings made of local stone and slate set appropriately within the natural
environment provide a place which is popular with residents and visitors.
Owing to the rural nature of the Plan Area and the establishment of country parks and Rockingham Forest,
there are plenty of suitable habitats. A recent study relating to the River Nene from Northampton to Thrapston
has highlighted its significance for wintering birds. There are nationally designated areas covering both
woodland and water based sites. Thrapston Lakes is part of the Nene Valley Gravel Pits SSSI and is
proposed as a SPA and Ramsar Site.
Two main environmental character areas dominate the Plan Area: Rockingham Forest and The Lower Nene.
Owing to the rural nature of the area there are a number of traditional villages, and two country parks at
Barnwell and Fermyn Woods. Conservation areas exist within Oundle and Thrapston as well as in 24 of the
50 villages within the Plan Area.
There are 41 Grade I listed buildings within the Plan Area (Grade II* 57, Grade III 1167), and a number of
important historical assets. Despite the broad spread of features the historic town of Oundle, in particular,
contains an important concentration. There are four listed buildings on English Heritage's 'at risk' register
within the Plan Area.
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11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Med

Annual per capita CO2 emissions (2004) for East Northamptonshire is 2.4 tonnes; 2.1 tonnes and 3.7 tonnes
respectively for domestic, industrial and commercial, and road transport energy consumption. These figures
are lower than the per capita averages for the Region for domestic, industrial and commercial consumption,
but higher for road transport. 45.8% of residents within the Plan Area travel to work by car or van compared to
38.3% in England and Wales.
Owing to the rural nature of the Plan Area, rates of car ownership are higher than the national and district
average, only 12% do not own a car compared to 26% nationally. Infrequent and poor local bus services
increase the reliance on private cars to access local service centres.
There are no designated AQMAs in the Plan Area. The Local Air Quality Management Progress Report
(2005) for East Northamptonshire concludes “The district remains relatively good in terms of air quality and no
major breaches of air quality guidelines is predicted.”
The biological and chemical quality of rivers in the District is generally good. However, the percentage of
rivers with high concentrations of both nitrate and phosphate is much higher than the averages for the Region.
This is largely a reflection of the intensive use of agricultural land over much of the District, and in particular in
the Plan Area.
The hydrology of the area is dominated by the River Nene and its tributaries, with the main river flowing south
west to north east across the area. Lower lying areas are at risk of flooding and will be subject to appropriate
management proposals. The River Nene poses a 1 in 75 risk of flooding along most of its length within the
Plan Area, including within Thrapston and Oundle.
East Northamptonshire achieved the Government’s targets to provide 60% of new housing on previously
developed land in 2003/4 and a housing density in excess of 30 dwellings per hectare, between 2000/12003/4.
Historically, local stone has been extensively quarried to provide a rich source of building material, strongly
reflected in the distinctiveness of the local vernacular. There is some concern that the supply of traditional
building stone is limited.
Energy efficiency of older houses within the Plan Area are not expected to be particularly good, newer houses
will be better. The rural nature of the Plan Area not only means that the need for transportation consumes
energy, but also that the predominance of detached and semi-detached housing will be less energy efficient
than higher density housing in urban areas.
In East Northamptonshire, 25.2% of household waste was recycled or composted in 2005/06, which is lower
than regional and national averages, and considerably lower than the average for the top 25 English councils
(44.1%). District rates for composting are slightly below the rates for the top 25 English Councils in 2004/05.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Poor

Med

Decl

Med

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

High

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand
for water

Mod

Med

Impr

High

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

Poor

High

Decl

High

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Good

Med

Stable

Med

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources including
productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Poor

Low

Stable

Med

Poor

Med

Stable

Low

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

Mod

Med

Impr

Med

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

Mod

Med

Stable

Med

Employment is primarily based on the services industry (69% in the Plan area). Manufacturing (18%) and
construction (7%) are also significant. There is considerable reliance on the towns beyond the Plan Area for
employment. Unemployment in East Northamptonshire was 1.8%, lower than regional and national averages.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Mod

Med

Stable

Med

Road access to and within the Plan Area is good. This benefits visitors as well as businesses requiring
national distribution and allows for residents to commute out of the Plan Area for employment. IThe area is
currently attractive to newcomers, which is reflected in increasing house and land prices.

Mod

Med

Stable

Med

Oundle and Thrapston are identified as local service centres. Retail is largely focussed within these two
towns. Retail provision in the Plan Area helps satisfy the ‘day to day’ needs of the respective populations of
each town providing convenience shopping, as well as some limited comparison shopping. There is a weekly
market and monthly farmers market in Oundle.
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Table 7.3 - SA Projected Baseline Data and Trends Summary (Short Term)
SA Objective

Future Baseline - Short Term
Cond Sensitivity Trend Inf Ql

Commentary

1 To improve accessibility and transport links
from residential areas to key services,
facilities and employment areas

Poor

Med

Decl

Med

2 To provide opportunities for all people to
meet their housing needs

Poor

High

Decl

Med

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental Mod
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the
Good
fear of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in Mod
a cohesive community whilst respecting
diversity

Med

Decl

Med

Med

Stable

Med

Med

Decl

Low

Med

Decl

Med

Med

Stable

Med

Med

Stable

Med

Biodiversity and habitats are likely to be protected by existing designations, changes to farming practices and
restrictions on development in rural areas.

Good

Med

Stable

Med

The quality of built environment is likely to be protected by existing conservation areas and building
restrictions. The distinctiveness of the area may suffer marginally if local services are closed owing to
competition with larger service centres.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
Good
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Med

Stable

Med

Designated sites are likely to be protected and remain an asset to the Plan Area.

Mod
6 To improve overall levels of education and
skills
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
Good
environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect and
enhance residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife Good
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve
a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation
9 To protect and enhance the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of the
natural landscape and the built environment

Reliance on private cars is likely to continue in the Plan area as a result of its rural nature and poor local bus
services. Access to the services within rural areas may decline as local post offices continue to close. Smaller
village shops may also close if they face competition from larger supermarkets in regional service centres,
and online shopping.
Housing affordability is expected to worsen as national demand for housing increases. The Priors Hall
development submitted by Corby Borough Council may result in some new houses being provided in the
south of the RNOT Plan Area if approved by East Northamptonshire Council. The population of the Plan area
is expected to rise by 16% to 2012. This may increase demand for houses and drive up house prices.
Levels of general health are expected to remain higher in the Plan Area than in urban areas owing to a
healthier and more active lifestyle. However, as the population ages, levels of health within the older
community may decline. This will be exacerbated by a lack of primary care services in rural areas.
Rates of crime are not expected to rise; on the contrary they may decrease owing to improved prevention
methods and better awareness of crime prevention.
As a consequence of the lack of affordable housing, many people are unable to continue residing in rural
areas and move to urban areas to seek improved housing opportunities, better access to facilities and
services and a wider range of employment opportunities. This can impinge upon the vitality, viability and
sustainability of rural communities, which exhibit less diversity as a consequence and may erode community
cohesion and sense of belonging.
Whilst the proportion of local residents with qualifications is higher than the national average, the shortage of
primary school places in some parts of the Plan Areas may start to affect attainment rates of children.
Whilst the area remains popular as a result of the high quality natural and built environment, a threat to this
objective is likely to be the future availability of locally accessible homes, jobs, services and community
facilities.
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11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Med

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through Poor
a modal shift to more sustainable transport
modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality
Good

Med

Decl

Med

Med

Stable

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Mod

Med

Impr

High Air quality is likely to remain stable in the rural areas of the Plan Area. Areas within proximity to major roads
may experience a decline in air quality as a result of increasing road traffic, both from private cars and from
distribution vehicles.
Med Water resources are likely to remain in good quality, although polluted run-off from agriculture may continue.

Poor

High

Decl

Med

Good

Med

Stable

Med

Poor

Low

Stable

Med

Poor

Med

Impr

Low

Mod

High

Impr

Med

Mod

Med

Stable

Med

Mod

Med

Stable

Low

Mod

Med

Decl

Med

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production
of renewable energy

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase
reuse, recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and
viability of town centres and market towns

The most significant source of GHG emissions within the Plan Area is vehicle emissions, which are expected
to increase as a result of rising numbers of cars on the road.
As affluence increases nationally, the rates of car ownership are also likely to increase. This trend is likely to
be particularly prevalent in rural areas where cars are required to reach local services.

The risk of flooding from the River Nene is likely to increase as the effects of climate change exacerbate the
frequency of extreme weather events.
The availability of previously used land for new development is likely to reduce as development continues.
Without plan intervention, resource efficiency would be likely to be determined by a consideration of
development values and, with such an approach, it is unlikely that considerable benefits would be achieved
against the objective.
The energy efficiency of new homes will be higher than existing homes and retrofitting of insulation and
improved heating systems should help to improve overall energy efficiency within the housing stock.
Transportation is likely to consume considerable amounts of fuel as a result of the need to travel to access
services and employment, particularly within rural areas, although this may improve with changes in vehicle
technology.
Rates of recycling are likely to increase in line with national objectives and trends. Landfill voids are being
depleted and are likely to be filled by 2016 if current waste to landfill rates increase.
The employment base is sufficiently broad to ensure that a shift in demand or the national economy should
not reduce employment opportunities significantly. Increasing use of the Internet should also continue to
reduce any isolation which previously hindered economic growth in the rural areas. Distribution companies are
likely to continue to provide employment as the location is attractive to these types of existing and new
businesses.
The road network supports existing businesses and allows for residents to commute out of the Plan Area for
employment. If local services in rural areas are unable to compete with larger service centres then they may
close, thus making these areas less attractive to investors or visitors. The natural environment is likely to
continue attracting visitors.
The shortage of affordable housing in rural areas may result in an increasing number of residents moving to
nearby towns where housing is more affordable and services are more accessible. This would have a
negative effect on the vitality and viability of rural villages.
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Table 7.4 - SA Projected Baseline Data and Trends Summary (Long Term)
SA Objective

Future Baseline - Medium-Long Term
Cond
Sensitivity Trend
Inf Ql

Commentary

1 To improve accessibility and transport links
from residential areas to key services,
facilities and employment areas

Poor

Med

Stable

Low

Improvements to the rail network may materialise owing to an increase in national demand for rail services.
However these links would still be outwith the Plan Area, although in nearby towns. Local bus services may
improve as a result of local government initiatives. Access to the services within rural areas may decline as
local post offices continue to close, smaller village shops may also close if they face competition from larger
supermarkets in regional service centres, and online shopping.

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

Poor

High

Stable

Low

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the
fear of crime

Mod

Med

Decl

Med

Housing affordability is expected to worsen as national demand for housing increases. The Priors Hall
development submitted by Corby Borough Council may result in some new houses being provided in the
south of the RNOT Plan Area if approved by East Northamptonshire Council. The population of the Plan area
is expected to rise by 16% to 2012. This may increase demand for houses and drive up house prices.
Levels of general health are expected to remain higher in the Plan Area than in urban areas owing to a
healthier and more active lifestyle. However, as the population ages, levels of health within the older
community may decline, this will be exacerbated by a lack of primary care services in rural areas.

Good

Med

Stable

Low

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in
a cohesive community whilst respecting
diversity

Mod

Med

Decl

Low

6 To improve overall levels of education and
skills

Poor

High

Decl

Med

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect and
enhance residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Mod

Med

Stable

Med

Good

Med

Stable

Med

Biodiversity and habitats are likely to be protected by existing designations, changes to farming practices and
restrictions on development in rural areas. Climate change may pose the largest threat to biodiversity in the
future.

Good

Med

Stable

Med

Good

Med

Stable

Med

The quality of built environment is likely to be protected by existing conservation areas and building
restrictions. The distinctiveness of the area may suffer marginally if local services are closed owing to
competition with larger service centres.
Designated sites are likely to be protected and remain an asset to the Plan Area. In some cases historical
assets may be at risk from local flooding.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment
10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Rates of crime are not expected to ris;, on the contrary they may decrease owing to improved prevention
methods and better awareness of crime prevention. A threat to this trend may be an increasing population
which may become too large for the existing police services, as well as an aging population which may
become targeted by certain criminals.
As a consequence of the lack of affordable housing, many people are unable to continue residing in rural
areas and move to urban areas to seek improved housing opportunities, better access to facilities and
services and a wider range of employment opportunities. This can impinge upon the vitality, viability and
sustainability of rural communities, which exhibit less diversity as a consequence and may erode community
cohesion and sense of belonging.
Whilst the proportion of local residents with qualifications is higher than the national average, the shortage of
primary school places in some parts of the Plan Areas may start to affect attainment rates of children. There
is only one secondary school within the Plan area, in Oundle and no higher education institutions.
Whilst the area remains popular as a result of the high quality natural and built environment, a threat to this
objective is likely to be the future availability of locally accessible homes, jobs, services and community
facilities.
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11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Stable

Med

The rise in vehicles may increase GHG emissions from this source, but this should be reduced by improved
efficiency in car engines. Emissions from construction and industry should also be reduced in line with
national reporting and targets.
As affluence increases nationally, the rates of car ownership are also likely to increase. This trend is likely to
be particularly prevalent in rural areas where cars are required to reach local services.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through
a modal shift to more sustainable transport
modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Poor

Med

Decl

Low

Mod

Med

Decl

Low

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Mod

Med

Impr

Med

Poor

High

Decl

Med

Mod

Med

Decl

Med

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Poor

Low

Stable

Med

Mod

Med

Impr

Low

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

Mod

High

Impr

Low

Mod

Med

Stable

Low

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and
viability of town centres and market towns

Mod

Med

Stable

Low

The road network supports existing businesses and allows for residents to commute out of the Plan Area for
employment. If local services in rural areas are unable to compete with larger service centres then they may
close, thus making these areas less attractive to investors or visitors. The natural environment is likely to
continue attracting visitors.

Mod

Med

Decl

Low

The shortage of affordable housing in rural areas may result in an increasing number of residents moving to
nearby towns where housing is more affordable and services are more accessible. This would have a
negative effect on the vitality and viability of rural villages.

If the current reliance on private cars continues, and in some cases increases, then air pollution associated
with road vehicles could increase. This may be particularly noticeable if towns and villages become congested
in line with an increase in population and car ownership.
Water resources are likely to remain in good quality, although polluted run-off from agriculture may continue,
this may be reduced in time if the current trend of organic farming increases nationwide.
The risk of flooding from the River Nene is likely to increase as the effects of climate change exacerbate the
frequency of extreme weather events.
The availability of previously used land for new development is likely to reduce as development continues,
which may make it more difficult to achieve this objective in the long term.
Without plan intervention, resource efficiency would be likely to be determined by a consideration of
development values and, with such an approach, it is unlikely that considerable benefits would be achieved
against the objective.
The energy efficiency of new homes will be higher than existing homes and retrofitting of insulation and
improved heating systems should help to improve overall energy efficiency within the housing stock.
Transportation is likely to consume considerable amountsof fuel as a result of the need to travel to access
services and employment, particularly within rural areas, although this may improve with changes in vehicle
technology.
Rates of recycling are likely to increase in line with national objectives and trends. Landfill voids are being
depleted and are likely to be filled by 2016 if current waste to landfill rates increase.
The employment base is sufficiently broad to ensure that a shift in demand or the national economy should
not reduce employment opportunities significantly. Increasing use of the Internet should also continue to
reduce any isolation which previously hindered economic growth in the rural areas.
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8.

COMPATIBILITY
OBJECTIVES

BETWEEN

PLAN

AND

SA

INTRODUCTION
8.1

In order to ascertain the overall sustainability of the approach proposed for the
RNOTP, the Plan objectives have been tested against the SA objectives to gauge
their compatibility.

8.2

For ease of reference, the Plan objectives are listed below:
1

2

3
4

5
6

7
8
9

8.3

To achieve sustainable growth at Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe, with
development to meet rural needs and sustain facilities in the remainder of the
rural north
To provide increased travel choice supporting the service centre roles of
Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe
To create a net gain in green infrastructure through the creation of a network of
new walking and cycling routes, linking biodiversity, leisure and tourism assets
To enhance biodiversity management and statutory protection for key sites
across the Plan area
To achieve high quality of design that respects local distinctiveness and
enhances the historic character and setting of the area’s towns and villages
To provide market and affordable housing to meet locally identified needs
To support healthy, fulfilled and balanced lifestyles for all in the Rural North,
Oundle and Thrapston
To create a diverse range of jobs and business opportunities throughout the
Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston
To create attractive and vibrant town centres for Oundle and Thrapston

Table 8.1 provides an assessment of the broad compatibility of the Plan objectives
against the SA objectives.

RESULTS OF THE COMPATIBILITY ASSESSMENT
8.4

Table 8.1 indicates that in the majority of cases, where there is relevance between
the two sets of objectives, they are either broadly compatible, or offer the potential to
be compatible dependent upon the implementation measures proposed through
development of the Plan policies. However, there are seven instances where
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potential conflict has been identified, as set out below. It should be emphasised that
potential conflict does not necessarily mean that the RNOTP objective should be
removed, but rather that careful attention should be paid to the source of the potential
conflict such that, in developing the policies for the Plan, measures are taken to
ensure that the potential for conflict to arise is recognised and pro-actively addressed
through the balance of the policy measures.
Objectives with Potential Conflicts
8.5

Plan objective 1 seeks to provide for the needs of the rural communities by achieving
growth within Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe. This is likely to result in an overall
increase in the size of these settlements and stimulate development within them.
There is a risk that this development could negatively affect areas of ecological
sensitivity and reduce the area of green space within and surrounding the towns.

8.6

This relationship is also expected in relation to Plan objective 6 as a result of the
intended increase in housing provision which would give rise not only to increased
development but also increased road traffic with the potential to directly affect local
wildlife. There is also a potential conflict with Plan objective 6 and SA objectives 11,
14, 15 and 19 (Reduce GHG emissions, Maintain water quality, Reduce flood risk
and Reduce waste respectively). The provision of housing is expected to result in a
net increase in domestic GHG emissions, waste production and water consumption,
the effects of which could be minimised with the implementation of energy and water
efficiency technologies within new housing along with initiatives and facilities to
reduce and recycle waste.

8.7

The expected increase in hard surfacing associated with the housing and
employment developments likely to emerge as a result of Plan objectives 6 and 8 is
expected to increase the risk of localised flooding, hence the potential conflict with
SA objective 15 (Reduce flood risk).

8.8

Plan objectives 1, 6 and 8 seek to secure development within the Plan area which
will equate to an increase in local residents as well as the number of commuters and
visitors to the area. Given the prevailing cultural and societal norms, irrespective of
the potential for the development of sustainable transport options, this increase in
residents and visitors is likely to result in a considerable increase in car travel in the
Plan area over the current baseline. It is for this reason that the potential conflict with
these objectives and SA objective 12 (Reduce private car use) is highlighted.
Compatibility Dependent upon Implementation Measures

8.9

As shown in Table 8.1, the compatibility assessment has identified a considerable
number of incidences where the compatibility or otherwise of Plan and SA objectives
is assessed as being ‘dependent upon implementation measures’. This essentially
represents instances where careful attention will need to be paid to the content of the
policies developed to implement the Plan objectives. Key points to note in this
respect are as follows:
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♦

The majority of assessments falling into this category are related to the inherent
correlation between the construction of new built development and the potential
for increased trip generation and environmental consequences in terms of
increased GHG emissions, air and water pollution, requirements for increased
water and resource usage, and potential for the permanent loss of land of
biodiversity value to development.

♦

Plan objective 1 relating to sustainable growth in Oundle, Thrapston and King’s
Cliffe is assessed as resulting in potential effects against SA objective 18
(Reduce carbon based energy use) dependent on how the objective is
implemented through policy.

♦

Plan objective 2 relating to transport infrastructure has been assessed as
‘dependent upon implementation measures’ against SA objectives linked to the
protection of biodiversity, quality of the natural landscape and townscape,
reduction of GHG emissions, reliance on private vehicles, air pollution and
protection of water resources (SA objectives 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 and 14
respectively). In essence, the principal variables relate to the proportion of
sustainable modes of transportation supported through the policies and the
locations identified for transportation infrastructure.

♦

Plan objective 6, aimed at providing market and affordable housing, is assessed
as potentially resulting in effects on a number of SA objectives depending on
how it is implemented. This assessment is based on the assumption that
housing development could affect SA objectives relating to maintaining the
quality of the natural and built environment, protecting cultural and geological
sites, ensuring efficient use of land and primary resources and encouraging
energy efficiency and use of renewables (SA objectives 7, 9, 16, 17 and 18
respectively). Related increases in transportation requirements are assumed to
have possible consequences for air quality (SA objective 13).

♦

Plan objective 8, relating to the creation of employment and business
opportunities, has been identified, depending on how it is implemented, as
resulting in potential effects on the following SA objectives: 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16,
17 and 18. The rationale behind this assessment is based on an increase in trip
generation related to an increase in commuters within the area affecting GHG
emissions and air quality. The development expected in conjunction with this
Plan objective could affect sites of biodiversity and cultural importance, water
consumption and pollution and the efficient use of land, primary resources and
energy.

General Observations
8.10

In general terms, the overall compatibility between the Plan objectives and the SA
objectives is relatively good. This is particularly true of the assessed compatibility
against the social and economic dimensions of sustainability. In contrast, there is a
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considerable amount of uncertainty against the environmental SA objectives, which
requires clarification through the translation of the Plan objectives into policy in order
to maximise their potential contribution in sustainability terms.
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Table 8.1 - Compatibility Matrix between Plan and SA Objectives
SA Objectives
Social
Objectives

Strategic
1 To achieve sustainable growth at Oundle, Thrapston and
King’s Cliffe, with development to meet rural needs and sustain
facilities in the remainder of the rural north
2 To provide increased travel choice supporting the service
centre roles of Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe
3 To create a net gain in green infrastructure through the
creation of a network of new walking and cycling routes, linking
biodiversity, leisure and tourism assets
Environmental
To enhance biodiversity management and statutory protection
for key sites across the Plan area
5 To achieve high quality of design that respects local
distinctiveness and enhances the historic character and setting
of the area’s towns and villages
Social
6 To provide market and affordable housing to meet locally
identified needs
7 To support healthy, fulfilled and balanced lifestyles for all in the
Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston
Economic
8 To create a diverse range of jobs and business opportunities
throughout the Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston

1

2



3

4



Environmental
5

6

7

8







X






4

9

To create attractive and vibrant town centres for Oundle and
Thrapston





















11

12

13

14



X



?

?

?

?

Economic
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

?
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9



?



The SA objectives are listed overleaf.
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SA Objectives
Social
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2
To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs
3
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social well-being, and reduce health disparities between
different groups and different areas
4
To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime
5
To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst respecting diversity
6
To improve overall levels of education and skills
7
To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living, working and for recreation
and to protect and enhance residential amenity
Environmental
8
To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to
avoid habitat fragmentation
9
To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the
built environment
10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, archaeological, geological and cultural
value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources and minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary resources including productive
soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and production of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting
Economic
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation, including infrastructure and the
local strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market towns
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9.

PLAN ISSUES AND OPTIONS

INTRODUCTION
9.1

Stage B of the SA/SEA process seeks to develop and refine options following the
initial compatibility assessment between the Plan objectives and the SA objectives
outlined in Section 8.

9.2

The SEA Directive requires that the Environmental Report should consider:
‘reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and the
geographical scope of the plan or programme’ and give ‘an outline of the
reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with’ (Article 5.1 and Annex Ih).

DEVELOPMENT OF STRATEGIC POLICY OPTIONS
9.3

A set of strategic policy options was developed for the Plan, grouped under broad
policy headings corresponding to categories of the General Development Principles
set out in the RNOTP Preferred Options Report. These policy options were assessed
during the early stages of the SA and the assessment reported in the Preferred
Options SA Report published in January 2006.

9.4

Following further development of the Plan and the SA, and in response to
consultation comments on the Preferred Options SA Report, the assessment of
strategic policy options has been revisited using the revised SA framework set out in
Section 7.

9.5

A ‘Do Nothing’ option was also included in the assessment. This option allows the
‘business as usual’ or ‘without Plan implementation’ scenario to be assessed
alongside the Plan options. The Plan should aim to improve on the situation which
would exist if there were no plan; the inclusion of the ‘Do Nothing’ option helps to test
this. In some cases the options developed by the Council were in essence ‘business
as usual’ options. These were incorporated in the consideration of the ‘Do Nothing’
option.

9.6

A number of options were excluded from the assessment as they either: a) were not
considered to provide sufficient information for a meaningful assessment; or b)
effectively formed part of the ‘Do Nothing’ option.

9.7

Table 9.1 lists the set of options developed for each policy heading in the Preferred
Options SA Report and, where relevant, reasons for exclusion from the revised
assessment.
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Table 9.1 - Strategic Policy Options
Policy Heading / Option
1
A

B
C
2
A

B

3
A

B
4
A

B

5
A

B

Reason for exclusion from revised
assessment, where relevant

SETTLEMENT BOUNDARIES
Settlement boundaries will be delineated on maps
based on the extent of the main built up area and
defined using the approach set out in the Preferred
Options Report. This will provide reliable and
consistent means of directing development to the
main body of the settlement. Restraint Villages have
no settlement boundary.
Settlement boundary based on strong and distinct
physical barriers.
Continue with the written definition instead of
indicating boundaries on a base plan.
PHASING
The Plan will propose a mechanism to control the
rate and location of development in accordance with
the sequential approach and the delivery of jobs and
infrastructure.
Criteria based approach setting out factors that will
be used by the Council to judge whether a proposal
is acceptable for development at the time the
application is made.
HOUSING DENSITY
An overall target of 35 dwellings per hectare will be
sought. In villages it may be appropriate to look at a
lower density than the overall target and in town
centre locations it may be suitable to apply a higher
density.
Setting a minimum required density for all individual
developments regardless of location.
INFILLING
The Plan will include a criteria based policy to strictly
limit the amount of residential infilling.
Maintain the current approach in the Local Plan,
where there is a presumption in favour of residential
infilling.
Maintain the approach as set out in the Interim Policy
on Managing the Release of Housing Land.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Regard affordable housing as lower than market
value housing in a comparable local area. This will
be reviewed by the housing strategy team on a case
by case situation using available housing market
data at this time.
Can be assumed that the Plan will make provision
for a range of dwelling types and sizes, including
smaller units that will be more affordable in nature.
Target will be to provide a minimum of 500 new
affordable dwellings, suitably located, up to 2021.
No set target / Set a higher target / Lower target
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Not assessed: the assessment of this
option depends on the definition of the
criteria based approach mentioned,
which is not provided.

Not assessed: Interim Policy on
Managing the Release of Housing Land
has been superseded.

Not assessed: This is not a definition of
affordable housing and does not form a
distinct option to be assessed.

Not assessed: This is effectively three
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Policy Heading / Option

C
D

6
A

B
C
7

A

Reason for exclusion from revised
assessment, where relevant
options; none of them are likely to
provide for a useful assessment as the
effects are not sufficiently clear.

Support a threshold of 15 dwellings in Thrapston and
Oundle and 5 dwellings in the remaining rural areas.
Apply the threshold 15 dwellings in urban areas, 10
dwellings in rural area.
Set threshold at a lower level or a higher level.

PROPORTION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Adopt a target of 40% affordable housing for
developments above the specified thresholds.
Target over 40%.
Promote a range from 30-50% dependent on local
circumstance.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING – TYPES, SIZES AND
ALLOCATIONS
The Plan will seek to ensure that 70% of affordable
housing provides for new rented accommodation and
30% for shared ownership, shared equity and
discounted market rent properties; however, will be
applied with flexibility dependent on local need.
A specific split.

Different types of affordable housing could be
considered.
B

8
A

B
C
9
A

10
A

Allocate sites of social diversity where robust
evidence demonstrates a specific local need.
No specific allocations.
RURAL EXCEPTIONS SITES
Support a criteria based approach to rural exception
schemes.
Remove current exception policy.
Broaden the scope of the policy to allow mixed use
developments and employment sites.
TRANSPORT AND ACCESSIBILITY
Support the Core Strategy by promoting key
developments on locations either served by (or
offering the potential for) public transport, pedestrian
and cycle links.
The do nothing approach.
CAR PARKING
Promote two spaces per dwelling in light of the
dispersed pattern of settlements in the plan area. A
criteria based policy will be developed to ensure
clarity for this policy issue in relation to transport
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Not assessed: This is effectively two
options; neither of them are likely to
provide for a useful assessment as the
effects are not sufficiently clear.

Not
assessed:
Option
contains
Insufficient information to allow for
meaningful assessment.
Not
assessed:
Option
contains
Insufficient information to allow for
meaningful assessment.

Not assessed: Forms part of the ‘Do
Nothing’ option

Not assessed: Forms part of the ‘Do
Nothing’ option
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Policy Heading / Option

B

11
A

B
12
A

B
C
D
13
A

B
14
A

15
A

16
A

17
A

Reason for exclusion from revised
assessment, where relevant

choice.
An approach based on the current policy guidance
where development will adhere to the current parking
standards of 1.5 spaces per dwelling.
AIR TRANSPORT
Ensure Deenethorpe airfield remains a small scale
operation for air transport and strictly control any
further expansion.
Not prevent expansion.
TOWN CENTRES AND RETAIL ISSUES
The Plan will define town centres for Oundle and
Thrapston as illustrated and define the primary
shopping area as those areas defined as shopping
frontages in the Local Plan.
The Plan could define a centre for King’s Cliffe given
its role as a Local Service Centre.
Create high density, mixed use developments.
Allow market forces to determine uses in the town
centres.
OPEN SPACE, SPORT AND RECREATIONAL
Retain the current important open land designations
and criteria based policies of the Local Plan. Identify
new proposals based on findings of PPG17 audit.
De-allocate Important Open Space areas adopted in
Local Plan.
FLOOD PREVENTION
The Plan will adopt a 200 year standard of flood
protection across the Plan area and take into
account the overall recommendation of the Strategic
Flood Risk Assessment.
Different standard?

TOURISM
The Rural Service Centres and thereafter Local
Service Centres are the preferred location for
tourism development.
Do not encourage tourism development.
PARISH PLANS
Have regard to the contents of any Parish Plans and
Village Design Statement submitted to the Council in
the formulation of policy.
Adopt as SPD.

LOCAL NATURE RESERVES
The Plan will designate sites as shown in the report
as Local Nature Reserves in liaison with English
Nature.
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Not
assessed:
Option
contains
Insufficient information to allow for
meaningful assessment.

Not assessed: Forms part of the ‘Do
Nothing’ option

Not assessed: Option is not sufficiently
different from Option A, and therefore is
not likely to be conducive to meaningful
assessment.
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Policy Heading / Option

Reason for exclusion from revised
assessment, where relevant
Not assessed: Forms part of the ‘Do
Nothing’ option

No change.
18
A

B
C

D

E

F

G
H
19
A

B

C

20
A

B
21
A

OUNDLE
Land at Ashton Road and Herne Road is allocated
for residential development, phased in line with the
preferred option.
Other land around Oundle could be allocated rather
than this site.
Land off Creed Road: Allocate a small urban
extension to the North West of the town.
Land off Creed Road: Other land allocated.

Growth and jobs: Land at East Road is identified for
employment development in the Plan.
Growth and jobs: Maintain the current approach /
Mixed use scheme or other sites.
Schools: Prince William School to expand their
playing fields eastward with additional buildings to be
incorporated on the existing playing fields.
Schools: Expansion to the west which would
incorporate the proposed allocated site in “Herne
Road”
Schools: Relocate the primary school to a site
adjacent to the middle school, if necessary.
Schools: Relocate the primary school to another site,
other than that proposed.
THRAPSTON
Housing: Extend the previously allocated site (TH1B) to the south to include a range of uses.
Housing: Consider other directions of growth
Regeneration: Identify a number of sites that the
Council could deliver within the overall strategy of
regeneration and enhancement of the town.
Regeneration: “Do nothing” approach
School sites: Not enough anticipated growth to justify
a further school site in the town.
School sites: Allocate a greater amount of housing to
achieve a school pupil levels that could support
another school site in the town.
KING’S CLIFFE
Allocate land for development (building on KC1
allocation in Local Plan) including residential, with an
element of affordable housing, open space, and
community centre.
Re-allocate the site away from KC1.
VILLAGE AND RURAL AREA
Allocate land at Nassington and Warmington and
use the criteria based approach to assess
development proposals within and adjoining the
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Not
assessed:
Option
contains
Insufficient information to allow for
meaningful assessment.

Not assessed: Forms part of the ‘Do
Nothing’ option

Not assessed: Effects are likely to be
largely unknown as site(s) not identified.

Not assessed: Forms part of the ‘Do
Nothing’ option
Not assessed: Forms part of the ‘Do
Nothing’ option
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Policy Heading / Option

B

C
D
E

F
22
A
B

9.8

Reason for exclusion from revised
assessment, where relevant

remaining network of villages.
Allocate alternative sites in Nassington and
Warmington (i.e. don’t apply the criteria based
approach).
Retain existing rural settlement hierarchy.
Apply a more relaxed approach to development in
the rural areas.
Building conversions: criteria based policies are
adopted to ensure that the countryside functions as
an attractive and viable environmental, economic
and recreational resource.
Building conversions: a moratorium on conversions.
BRIGSTOCK CAMP
Delete policy BR3 in the extant Local Plan.
Retain policy approach set out in the Local Plan.

Potential sustainability effects for each of the options were assessed in terms of
progress towards achieving the relevant SA objective using the scoring system
presented in Table 9.2.
Table 9.2 - Scoring of Options Assessment
+++
++
+
0
+/?
----

3
2
1
0
-0.5
0
-1
-2
-3

9.9

Major positive - likely to result in substantial progress towards the objective
Moderate positive - likely to result in some progress towards the objective
Minor positive - likely to result in very limited progress towards the objective
Neutral outcome
Range of possible positive and negative outcomes
Uncertain outcome
Minor negative - likely to be to the very limited detriment of achieving the objective
Moderate negative - likely to be to the limited detriment of achieving the objective
Major negative - likely to be substantially detrimental to achieving the objective

Table 9.3 presents a summary in graphical form of the results of the assessment of
strategic policy options, while the sections below present a brief analysis of the
results. The full assessment tables are presented in Appendix C.

RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT OF STRATEGIC OPTIONS
General Observations
9.10

Key general issues which emerged from the assessment are as follows:
♦ The majority of the options fail to address the issues raised under the following
SA objectives (this is indicated either by a considerable number of
‘neutral/uncertain’ effects or ‘minor’ effects):
o

4 – To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime;

o

6 - To improve overall levels of education and skills;

9-6

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON
PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

o

10 – To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical,
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings; and

o

19 – To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and
composting.

♦ Most of the options performed poorly against the following SA objectives, all of
which fall within the environmental dimension of sustainability:
o

8 - To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to
achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation;

o

11 – To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases;

o

12 – To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more
sustainable transport modes;

o

13 – To maintain or improve local air quality;

o

14 – To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water
resources and minimise demand for water;

o

15 – To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk;

o

17 – To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and
primary resources including productive soils; and

o

18 – To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency
and production of renewable energy.

♦ Most of the options resulted in positive effects against the following SA
objectives, which fall within the social and economic dimensions of sustainability:
o

1 – To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key
services, facilities and employment areas

o

2 – To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs.

o

8 - To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy
living, working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential
amenity;

o

21 – To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth
creation, including infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that
are attractive to visitors and investors; and

o

22 – To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and
market towns.

Policy Heading 1 – Settlement Boundaries
9.11

Of the three options assessed under this heading, Option B, which promotes
settlement boundaries based on physical barriers, performed significantly worse than

9-7

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON
PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

the other two options. Option B is expected to result in minor benefits for housing
provision and healthy environments (SA objectives 2 and 7 respectively). Against
most other SA objectives it is predicted to result in negative effects. This is primarily
due to the potential for the option to result in development outside the existing builtup area of settlements, and in particular in open countryside. Options A and C, which
represent variations on the same approach, are expected to result in positive effects
against most of the SA objectives, with Option A performing best overall.
Policy Heading 2 - Phasing
9.12

Only one option was assessed. It performed well against the social and economic SA
objectives as a result of providing infrastructure improvements in line with
development and growth within the Plan area.
Policy Heading 3 - Housing Density

9.13

Option A performs significantly better than Option B. The former has no predicted
significant negative effects, while the latter has most effects predicted as negative
against the SA objectives. Option A performs particularly well across the majority of
environmental SA objectives. This is in large part because higher density housing
developments are expected to have less effect on areas of natural landscape, water
resources and transport related emissions.
Policy Heading 4 - Infilling

9.14

Of the two options assessed, Option B performs better in terms of sustainability than
Option A. Residential infilling, as supported by Option B, is expected to benefit the
SA objectives relating to GHG emissions, reliance on cars and air quality (11, 12 and
13 respectively) as well as those relating to land efficiency, energy efficiency and
waste (16, 18 and 19 respectively). It is worthy of note that Option A performs poorly
against these SA objectives but is expected to benefit biodiversity and the quality of
local areas by maintaining areas of green space (SA objectives 8 and 9 respectively).
Policy Heading 5 - Affordable Housing – Definition, Targets and Thresholds

9.15

None of the four options assessed are expected to affect the environmental SA
objectives, but all benefit a number of the social SA objectives and some of the
economic SA objectives. Options A, B and C are all expected to benefit the provision
of local housing opportunities, well-being and health, and building cohesive
communities (SA objectives 2, 3 and 5 respectively). Only Option C results in
negative effects, in relation to accessibility and quality of the built environment and
landscape (SA objectives 1 and 9 respectively). Option B performs marginally better
than the others, with Option D performing the worst.
Policy Heading 6 - Proportion of Affordable Housing

9.16

Three options were assessed under this heading; none are expected to affect any of
the environmental SA objectives. Option C performs slightly better than Options A
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and B. This is because Option C allows for flexibility in applying the affordable
housing target and thus brings additional benefits in terms of providing for housing
needs, improving well-being and health, nurturing cohesive communities and creating
healthy environments (SA objectives 2, 3, 5 and 7 respectively).
Policy Heading 7 - Affordable Housing: Types, Sizes and Allocations
9.17

The two options under this heading are expected to have benefits for only a small
number of the SA objectives, most notably those relating to housing opportunities,
well-being and health and cohesive communities (SA objectives 2, 3 and 5
respectively). The two options perform similarly well in terms of overall sustainability
performance. Option B is expected to significantly benefit SA objective 5 (Cohesive
communities) because it promotes social diversity through appropriate site allocation.
Policy Heading 8 - Rural Exceptions Sites

9.18

Three options were assessed under this heading, all of which are expected to
produce overall positive effects against the SA objectives. Most worthy of note is that
Option B, which advocates removing the current exceptions policy, is likely to have
significant negative effects against SA objectives 2 and 3 (Provide for housing needs,
and Improve well-being and health respectively). In contrast Options A and C are
expected to significantly benefit these SA objectives. It is predicted that Option C
could result in significant additional development in rural areas, which may negatively
affect local biodiversity and habitats, and natural landscapes (SA objectives 8 and 9
respectively).
Policy Heading 9 - Transport and Accessibility

9.19

Only one option was assessed. It performed well against most of the SA objectives
as it promotes the use of sustainable modes of transportation to access local
services. Benefits are expected against social, environmental and economic SA
objectives, with no negative effects predicted.
Policy Heading 10 - Car Parking

9.20

Both of the options assessed resulted in overall negative scores against the SA
objectives and perform similarly. The primary reason for this is that the options
indirectly promote the use of private vehicles, with significant negative implications
for local character, GHG emissions, reliance on private vehicles, water resources and
flooding (SA objectives 9, 11, 12, 14 and 15 respectively). The options are, however,
expected to have some benefits for the economic SA objectives by supporting
business growth and viability of town centres (SA objectives 21 and 22 respectively).
Policy Heading 11 - Air Transport

9.21

Option B, which supports expansion at Deenethorpe airfield, performs significantly
worse than Option A, which restricts expansion of the airfield. The negative effects
predicted for Option B were expected against most of the environmental SA
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objectives particularly 7, 8, 9, 13, 14 and 15 (Create healthy environments, Enhance
biodiversity, Enhance local distinctiveness, Maintain air quality, Maintain water quality
and Reduce flood risk respectively). In contrast, Option A is expected to benefit these
objectives. Both options are expected to result in negative effects against the
economic SA objectives, except SA objective 20 (Maintain employment
opportunities), which is expected to benefit from Option B.
Policy Heading 12 - Town Centres and Retail Issues
9.22

Of the four options assessed under this heading, Option C performs better than the
others. This is in large part because there are many benefits to sustainability from
promoting mixed use, high density developments. Option D performs worst because
it is not expected that undirected market forces will result in sustainable
development.
Policy Heading 13 - Open Space, Sport and Recreation

9.23

Option A performs considerably better than Option B, which has an overall negative
score against the set of SA objectives. Option B, which suggests de-allocation of
Important Open Space areas, performs in the opposite manner to Option A, which is
expected to benefit a number of SA objectives as it supports the retention of open
space designations. Option A scores particularly well against the following SA
objectives: 8 (Enhance biodiversity) 14 (Maintain water quality) and 15 (Reduce flood
risk).
Policy Heading 14 - Flood Prevention

9.24

Only one option was assessed under this heading, which suggests a 200 year flood
protection standard is adopted across the Plan area. The option performs well
against most of the SA objectives, with no adverse effects predicted.
Policy Heading 15 - Tourism

9.25

Only one option was assessed under this heading. The option supports the
development of tourism primarily within existing service centres, which is expected to
benefit most of the SA objectives, notably the three economic SA objectives 20 - 22
(Maintain employment opportunities, Support wealth creation and Enhance the
vitality and viability of towns respectively).
Policy Heading 16 - Parish Plans

9.26

Having regard for Parish Plans, as suggested by the only option assessed under this
heading, is expected to have significant benefits for maintaining the existing
character of built and natural environments, cultural and archaeological sites,
enhancing local infrastructure and improving viability and vitality of local towns (SA
objectives 9, 10, 21 and 22 respectively).
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Policy Heading 17 - Local Nature Reserves
9.27

Option A is the only option under this topic to be assessed; it is predicted to result in
beneficial effects against most SA objectives. Designating Local Nature Reserves is
predicted to benefit social, environmental and economic SA objectives, thus the
option performs well in terms of overall sustainability.
Policy Heading 18 - Oundle

9.28

A total of eight options were assessed under this heading, covering housing, growth
and jobs, and schools. Option A, which promotes residential development at an
accessible site close to the town centre, performs well, with beneficial effects
predicted against most of the social and economic SA objectives, but owing to its
support for development on greenfield land performs less well against some of the
environmental SA objectives. Option C performs the worst, with negative effects
predicted against most of the environmental SA objectives. This is in large part
because the urban extension it promotes is expected to generate increased traffic
and development of greenfield land. Options C, D, E and F are all expected to result
in negative affects for the following environmental SA objectives: 11, 12, 13, 14 and
15 (Reduce GHG emissions, Reduce private car use, Maintain air quality, Maintain
water quality and Reduce flood risk respectively). Option G, which promotes
relocation of the primary school to a site adjacent to the middle school, is predicted to
result in only one negative effect, against environmental SA objective 18 (Reduce
carbon based energy use), and performs well in terms of overall sustainability.
Policy Heading 19 - Thrapston

9.29

All of the three options assessed under this heading, covering housing, regeneration
and schools, are expected to result in overall negative sustainability performance
against the SA objectives. Negative effects are expected against most of the
environmental SA objectives, including SA objectives 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18
(Enhance biodiversity, Reduce GHG emissions, Reduce private car use, Maintain air
quality, Maintain water quality, Reduce flood risk, Ensure efficient use of minerals
and Reduce carbon based energy use respectively). There are some benefits
predicted for economic SA objectives 21 and 22 (Support wealth creation and
Enhance the vitality and viability of towns respectively) and social SA objectives 1, 2,
3 and 7 (Improve accessibility, Provide for housing needs, Improve well-being and
health and Create healthy environments respectively). The main reason for this
outcome is that the options support increased development within Thrapston, which
is expected to have adverse effects on the natural and built environment but benefit
the local community and economy.
Policy Heading 20 - King’s Cliffe

9.30

Two options were assessed under this heading. Both result in overall negative scores
against the SA objectives, with Option A performing significantly better. As both
options support development within King’s Cliffe they are expected to negatively
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affect a number of the environmental SA objectives: 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18
(Enhance biodiversity, Reduce GHG emissions, Reduce private car use, Maintain air
quality, Maintain water quality, Reduce flood risk, Ensure efficient use of minerals
and Reduce carbon based energy use respectively). However, development in the
settlement is expected to benefit several social and economic SA objectives, with the
performance of Option A markedly better against the social SA objectives.
Policy Heading: 21 - Village and Rural Areas
9.31

Of the six options assessed under this heading, Option D performs the worst and is
predicted to result in negative effects against all the SA objectives. The reason for
this poor performance is that the option promotes a more relaxed approach to
development, which is expected to be detrimental to the area in terms of
sustainability. Only Option E results in an overall positive performance against the SA
objectives, as a result of its aim to maintain the countryside as an attractive
environmental, economic and recreational resource benefiting a majority of the SA
objectives. Allocating alternative sites within Warmington and Nassington as
suggested by Option B is also expected to result in negative effects against a
majority of the SA objectives, scoring less well against the environmental SA
objectives than Options A and C.
Policy Heading 22 - Brigstock Camp

9.32

The assessment indicated that Option B, which promotes retention of the policy
approach set out in the Local Plan, performs significantly worse than Option A, which
advocates removal of the Local Plan policy. This is primarily due to the poorer
performance of Option B against environmental SA objectives 8, 9 and 10 (Enhance
biodiversity, Enhance local distinctiveness and Protect historical, geological and
cultural assets respectively), although Option A is predicted to result in fewer benefits
for education and skills, land efficiency and employment (SA objectives 6, 16 and 20
respectively).
‘Do Nothing’ Option

9.33

The ‘Do Nothing’ option is expected to result in positive effects for some of the social
and environmental SA objectives, primarily due to the expected lower levels of
population flux and reduced pressures on local services. However, continued car
dependence and road traffic growth is expected to result in negative effects for GHG
emissions, sustainable transport and air quality (SA objectives 11, 12 and 13
respectively). Negative effects are also predicted for social SA objectives 1 and 2
(Improve accessibility and Provide for housing needs) and economic SA objective 21
22 (Enhance the vitality and viability of towns). This is because the option is unlikely
to result in the provision of additional services or adequate housing in the area, or
support local businesses and investment in the more rural areas.
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Table 9.3 - Summary of Assessment of Strategic Options
SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key services,
facilities and employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social well-being, and reduce
health disparities between different groups and different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst
respecting diversity
6 To improve overall levels of education and skills
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to
achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation
9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the
natural landscape and the built environment
10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable
transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources and
minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and production
of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market towns
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SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key services,
facilities and employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social well-being, and reduce
health disparities between different groups and different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst
respecting diversity
6 To improve overall levels of education and skills
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to
achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation
9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the
natural landscape and the built environment
10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable
transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources and
minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and production
of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market towns
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SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key services,
facilities and employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social well-being, and reduce
health disparities between different groups and different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst
respecting diversity
6 To improve overall levels of education and skills
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to
achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation
9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the
natural landscape and the built environment
10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable
transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources and
minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and production
of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market towns
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SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key services,
facilities and employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social well-being, and reduce
health disparities between different groups and different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst
respecting diversity
6 To improve overall levels of education and skills
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to
achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation
9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the
natural landscape and the built environment
10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable
transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources and
minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and production
of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market towns
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Scoring of Options Assessment
3
2
1
0
-0.5
0
-1
-2
-3

+++
++
+
0
+/?
----

Major positive - likely to result in substantial progress towards the objective
Medium positive - likely to result in some progress towards the objective
Minor positive - likely to result in very limited progress towards the objective
Neutral outcome
Range of possible positive and negative outcomes
Uncertain outcome
Minor negative - likely to be to the very limited detriment of achieving the objective
Medium negative - likely to be to the limited detriment of achieving the objective
Major negative - likely to be substantially detrimental to achieving the objective
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10. ASSESSMENT OF PLAN POLICIES

PLAN POLICIES
10.1

The RNOTP sets out 51 proposed policies. In order to assess the policies against the
SA Framework a set of Policy Components was developed. These summarise the
policies to be assessed in the SA and group them with policies that relate to a similar
theme, facilitating effective appraisal and reducing the potential for repetition or
contradiction.

10.2

Table 10.1 details the Policy Components, which are based on the content of the
Plan.
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Table 10.1 - Plan Policy Components
Component
1. Scale and
Distribution Of
Development

DPD Policies
included in
Component
Policy 1 – Settlement
Roles
Policy 2 – Windfall
Development in
Settlements

Description of Component
Settlement roles are outlined in a 4-tier hierarchy of settlements in the Plan area as follows:
• Rural Service Centres: Oundle and Thrapston
Support their role as focal points for infrastructure and development through diversification of
their employment and services base.
• Local Service Centre: King’s Cliffe
Supports its role in providing services for villages by increasing its accessibility through demand
responsive public transport.
• Smaller Service Centres: Nassington and Warmington
The limited service centre roles will be strengthened.
• Network Villages - Category A and B
The emphasis will be to meet local needs for housing, employment and community facilities
within the context of these villages’ dependence on the service centres. Development
opportunities for these tiers include the re-use of previously developed land and buildings and
development of greenfield sites identified in the Plan.
In the Open Countryside, housing development will not normally be permitted and the re-use of
buildings will be judged against policies 30 (Rural Buildings- General Approach), 31
(Replacement Dwellings in the Open Countryside) and 32 (Farm Diversification).
Infilling within settlements has been identified as being unpopular with local residents and a
cause of declining local character and distinctiveness. Infilling of small developments which are
not specifically identified on the Proposals Map accompanying the Plan are referred to as
‘windfall sites’. Windfall development within towns and villages will be judged against these
criteria:
• The overall mix of housing types and sizes of the development meets local circumstances and
need and provides for a balanced mix in the neighbourhood or community;
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Component

DPD Policies
included in
Component

Description of Component
• Proposals for employment related development are of a scale and nature appropriate to their
location and character of the locality;
• The scale, siting and density of any dwellings accord with the character of the surrounding
properties and are satisfactorily integrated into the settlement and the surrounding area;
• Local services, facilities and infrastructure are sufficient to serve the development, or are
supported or provided by the development; and
• The proposal would not unacceptably block important views or vistas within the settlement, or
of open countryside beyond the settlement, and would not significantly detract from the
appearance of the settlement from the surrounding area.
Proposals to replace existing dwellings with a higher density new development on the same site
will not normally be permitted.

2. Comprehensive
Development and
Phasing

Policy 3 – Phasing In
Oundle
Policy 4 – Phasing In
Thrapston
Policy 5 –
Comprehensive
Development

Policy 7 of the Core Strategy defines the strategic approach to infrastructure delivery in
association with new developments in the Plan area. The term ‘infrastructure’ is used generically
to describe a range of services and facilities, including health, education, libraries, community
halls, open space, sport and recreation, as well as road and public transport improvements.
The release rate for development land at Ashton Road/ Herne Road and Creed Road in Oundle
will be dependent upon the delivery of the necessary infrastructure, services and facilities and
related to the delivery of a high quality business development at East Road.
The development of land at Huntingdon Road, Thrapston will be undertaken in stages,
dependent upon the delivery of the necessary strategic infrastructure, services and facilities.
The phases of development will be defined in a master plan, providing full details of the
necessary trigger thresholds for additional infrastructure.
Longer term development sites will be brought forward through a review of the Plan.
In order to plan effectively and comprehensively for new development and promote balanced,
sustainable communities, proposals that result in a piecemeal approach which could
compromise the delivery of local infrastructure will be restricted. The layout of development sites
should not preclude the development of adjoining land with longer term potential or create
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Component

DPD Policies
included in
Component

Description of Component
situations that lead to a piecemeal form of development. On large sites (over 100 dwellings or 3
hectares of non-residential development) a master plan will be required prior to approval being
granted for development, in order that any phasing can be agreed at the earliest possible stage
and the cumulative need for infrastructure, services and facilities made necessary by the
development can be established.

3. Transport,
Accessibility and
Parking

Policy 7– Transport
Network
Policy 8 – Residential
Parking Standards

Due to the reliance on the private car throughout much of the Plan area, increasing the
availability of transport modes is important in order to provide choice and improve accessibility
for “hard to reach” groups. Bus transport is to be increased in line with strategic priorities set out
in the Core Strategy and to ensure long-term transport choice. The Plan aims to establish
mechanisms to secure funding for bus services. In particular, feeder services between rural
areas to service centres are to support the role and prosperity of the rural and local service
centres.
Non car journeys are also to be reduced by improving cycle and walking routes. New
developments over 10 dwellings, or 0.5 hectares of commercial uses, will be required to include
attractive and direct walking and cycling routes connecting to the transport network.
Parking standards are to reflect the accessibility of services and employment in the local area as
well as public transport provision. For new residential developments within the Plan area, an
average maximum residential parking standard of 2 spaces per dwelling will apply. Within the
defined town centres of Oundle and Thrapston, an average maximum residential parking
standard of 1.5 parking spaces per dwelling unit will apply. These parking standards are slightly
higher than those provided in the Parking SPG to reflect the continued high reliance on private
cars.

4. Flood Risk

Policy 9 – Flood Risk

The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, completed in September 2006, enables the Council to
apply PPS25 standards across the District. To support this, the Plan intends to allow planning
permission only to those developments which are not at risk of flooding. A 200 year standard of
flood protection is to be applied across the plan area both in relation to development and the
measures required to attenuate additional runoff generated by that development. Developments
that improve present flood protection will be supported. Incorporating SUDS in development will
be encouraged and measures that attenuate or decrease surface run-off will be supported.
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Component

DPD Policies
included in
Component

5. Housing –
Density and Mix

Policy 10 – Housing
Density
Policy 11 – Housing
Mix

Description of Component
The Plan intends for all new housing to be developed at a net density consistent with
surrounding development density and local character, public transport accessibility and ease of
walking and cycling to local services and facilities.
A detailed ward based assessment illustrates that, with the exception of Thrapston, there is a
need for larger numbers of smaller dwellings (1-2 bedrooms) within the Plan area. Housing
developments should deliver mixed and inclusive communities and provide for local housing
needs regarding house sizes based on the ward based assessment and recommendations of
the Strategic Housing Market Assessment.
Over the lifetime of dwellings, it is likely that a significant fraction will require wheelchair
accessibility and therefore housing provision should be designed appropriately. Housing should
be provided to “Lifetime Homes” standard and 5% (or at least 1 unit, whichever is the greater) of
all housing on sites of over 10 dwellings should be designed as wheelchair accessible.
The size and mix of the affordable housing element should reflect the overall mix and balance
on new housing sites, as well as local need.

6. Settlement
Character

Policy 12 – Important
Open Land Within
Towns And Villages
Policy 13 – Buildings
Of Local Architectural
Or Historic Interest

The character of towns and villages across the Plan areas depends not only on their buildings,
but also the open spaces and their relationships to buildings and features.
Planning permission will not be granted for development which adversely affects open land of
particular significance to the form and character of a town or village, as identified by one or more
of the following criteria:
• The land contributes to the retention of the existing form and character of a particular
settlement;
• The land provides an important open area within a settlement which separates distinct groups
of buildings or parts of the settlement;
• The land contributes to the setting of a listed building, a building of townscape quality, ancient
monument or landscape feature, or contributes to the character of a conservation area; and
• The land allows views into the settlement from approach roads or open countryside, views into
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Component

DPD Policies
included in
Component

Description of Component
the countryside from within the settlement, and/or views across to different parts of the
settlement.
When considering proposals which affect a Building of Local Architectural or Historic Interest or
its setting, these will only be acceptable where:
• The character, appearance and historic interest and integrity of the building is safeguarded;
and
• The setting of the building is preserved or enhanced.

7. Biodiversity,
Green
Infrastructure and
Open Spaces

Policy 6 – Green
Infrastructure
Policy 22 – Open
Space, Sport And
Recreational Facilities
Policy 14 – Protection
Of Local Sites Of
Conservation Interest
And Designation Of
Local Nature Reserves
Policy 15 – Enhancing
Biodiversity

Development within the Plan area will contribute to and link into the wider green infrastructure
network. The linking of communities to key assets and destinations will be achieved through the
provision of specific routes. Other routes, utilising and enhancing the existing rights of way
network, will be established in order to promote and diversify green infrastructure in the Plan
area.
Residential and employment development should provide:
• Improved connectivity through the provision of foot and cycle routes;
• Creation of space for nature conservation and green education;
• Green economic uses; and
• Imaginative recreational facilities.
On large sites (over 100 dwellings or 3 hectares of non-residential development), the master
plan should set out how the green infrastructure will be delivered.
The Plan acknowledges that open spaces can provide a number of functions within the urban
fabric of towns and villages. For example, the provision for play and informal recreation, a
landscaping buffer within and between the built environment, and/or a habitat for the promotion
of biodiversity. In order to resist the loss of existing open space, sport and recreation facilities
the Plan sets out a number of measures to protect and enhance these spaces. These will
include:
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Component

DPD Policies
included in
Component

Description of Component
• Protecting sites with high quality and good accessibility;
• Enhancing accessibility and quality where they are deemed inadequate;
• Seeking improvements to open spaces and recreation facilities from developers;
• Ensuring new provision is considered in areas of expansion; and
• Seeking to achieve the recommended local quantity of each typology.
Furthermore, new or improved local open space, sport and recreation facilities are to be
provided on all housing developments and/or improvements and enhancements undertaken to
existing off-site facilities.
In accordance with criteria set out in Policy 28 of the Regional Spatial Strategy, Biodiversity
Opportunity Mapping will inform local targets for the creation, restoration and management of
characteristic priority habitats, as set out in the Biodiversity Action Plan. New development that
is linked to or has an effect upon these priority habitats will be required to contribute towards
habitat creation and restoration and wherever possible to provide stepping stones and corridor
links for the migration and dispersal of wildlife.
In order to provide statutory protection for key sites of local biodiversity importance,
following sites will be designated as Local Nature Reserves:

the

• King’s Cliffe Meadow (1.9 ha);
• Oundle Snipe Meadow (2.7 ha); and
• Twywell Hills and Dales (72.3 ha).
Development that may destroy or affect adversely (either directly or indirectly) a designated or
proposed Local Nature Reserve or other site of local conservation interest will not be permitted
unless planning conditions or obligations secure practicable, effective and appropriate mitigating
measures.
8. Wind Farms

Policy 16 – Wind
Farms

The Plan aims to supplement the national (PPS22: Renewable Energy), along with the
companion guide, regional (RSS8, policy 41) and Core Strategy (policy 14) policies on Wind
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Component

DPD Policies
included in
Component

Description of Component
Farms. Proposals for wind farms will only be acceptable where:
• The turbines do not subdue other characteristic landscape elements;
• There is no disruption to any existing relationship between villages and their landscape
setting;
• There is no major loss of landscape character, biodiversity or residential amenity;
• There is no adverse impact on public rights of way adjacent to, or bisecting, the development
site;
• There is no significant impact on highway safety through driver distraction; and
• There is no adverse impact on TV and telecommunications reception.

9. Affordable
Housing

Policy 19 – Affordable
Housing Targets

The Plan sets a target for affordable housing as a minimum of 500 new affordable dwellings up
to 2021. These are to be delivered as follows:

Policy 20 – Affordable
Housing Requirements

• 304 affordable dwellings on allocated sites in Oundle and Thrapston; and

Policy 21 – Rural
Exceptions Housing

• 196 affordable dwellings on other sites, principally windfall developments and rural exception
housing sites.
The proportion of affordable housing provided within a new development is to be determined by
a number of factors reflecting the context of the development and the nature of the settlement,
be it urban or rural. The Plan sets out the following targets:
• On development sites of over 50 dwellings, 40% of units should be affordable, comprising
25% social rented and 15% intermediate housing.
• On housing developments on sites of between 15 and 50 dwellings, 40% of units should be
affordable, unless specific evidence indicates that a lesser proportion is required to ensure
development viability. The affordable housing should comprise 30% social rented and 10%
intermediate housing.
• On housing developments of 5 or more dwellings in rural areas, 40% of units should be
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Component

DPD Policies
included in
Component

Description of Component
affordable, unless specific evidence indicates that a lesser proportion is required to ensure
development viability. The affordable housing should comprise 30% social rented and 10%
intermediate housing.
Affordable housing policies are supported in the Plan by a Rural Exception Housing Policy,
which provides criteria for granting planning permission for affordable housing developments in
rural areas. The criteria include:
• Whether the site is well supported by local services;
• Adverse effects on adjoining countryside are minimised; and
• Present, and future, occupants benefit from the advantages of affordable housing.

10. Employment

Policy 23 – Protected
Employment Areas
Policy 24 –
Employment Sites
Occupied By Single
Businesses

11. Town Centres
and Retail

Policy 25 – Town
Centres

The strategic approach to employment development to 2021 in the Core Strategy involves both
the protection of existing employment areas and allocation of new land, where appropriate. The
2004 Market Towns and Rural Regeneration study identified 13 existing employment sites
located within the Plan area with B Class uses, planning applications/ permissions or allocations
in the 1996 Local Plan. These sites are to be protected for employment use unless it can be
demonstrated that it is not realistic to redevelop the site for its current employment use or it is
unsuitable for such land use. A number of employment sites occupied by single businesses
have been identified as strategic sites for redevelopment should the current occupier vacate the
site. The Plan intends to utilise these sites as mixed employment sites, with 40% being allocated
for office employment (B1), 20% for general industry (B2) and not more than 40% for storage,
distribution or warehousing (B8).
The Plan’s strategy in relation to town centres is to positively and proactively support town
centres by encouraging uses, activities and investment that will sustain or enhance their
character, attractiveness, vitality and viability. In order to ensure retail services are provided
within existing town centres, A1 uses will be favoured when granting planning permission in
defined shopping frontage areas, and the presumption will be to retain A1 uses where they
already exist. However, a change to other A classes within towns will be acceptable providing
the proposal will result in a benefit to the vitality and viability of the town centre. To maintain
vibrancy within the town centre boundary, the change of use of spaces above shops will be
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Component

DPD Policies
included in
Component

Description of Component
considered favourably for further retail use, leisure, employment, community facilities and
residential units.

12. Tourism

Policy 26 – Water
related facilities along
the River Nene
Policy 27 – Riverside
Hotel, Elmington
Policy 28 – Oundle
Marina

13. Oundle –
Strategy and
Allocations

The Core Spatial Strategy identifies a niche role for East Northamptonshire as a focus for rural
recreation and tourism by building on its existing strengths in this area. Strategic planning policy
encourages the focus of tourism development in larger settlements, with appropriate small scale
schemes in rural settlements where they assist farm diversification or the retention of buildings
which contribute to the rural character. Visitors to the area must be managed in a sustainable
way and a balance reached between the local environmental concerns about traffic and pollution
and the need to support local businesses which provide services to visitors to deliver economic
prosperity.

Policy 29 – Lilford Park

The Plan identifies a number of sites which are intended to support the region’s tourism strategy.
As a strategic river corridor, the Nene Valley has been identified in the Regional Plan as a key
feature in the green infrastructure of the region, with potential benefits for the local economy.
The vision for the Plan emphasises the role of tourism in developing a vibrant local economic
base, for which the River Nene provides an important focus. The Plan proposes that
accessibility for cyclists and walkers to towns and along the valley is improved to support
tourism development in the area; in particular, access to Lilford Park is to be improved. In
addition, in line with the Navigation Strategy 2004-2007, the Plan intends to promote the
development of facilities for hiring and maintaining boats along the River Nene, subject to
compliance with other policies in the Plan, and the completion of an Appropriate Assessment
where this is found to be required. The preference is to situate these facilities close to existing
service centres, particularly Oundle, Thrapston, Nassington and Warmington. In further support
of this strategy, Oundle marina has been identified as a possible site for redevelopment should
the current occupier vacate the site. The mixed-purpose development would have a tourism and
water based leisure focus. The disused Riverside Hotel in Oundle has been identified as a
particular redevelopment opportunity to provide a local service either as a restaurant, public
house or hotel, providing tourist accommodation.

Policy OUN1:
Infrastructure Policy
OUN2 – East Road,

Infrastructure
The Plan recognises that Oundle has a role as a Rural Service Centre but the scale of new
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DPD Policies
included in
Component
Oundle
Policy OUN3 –
Housing Allocations In
Oundle
Policy OUN4 – Prince
William School
Policy OUN5 – Milton
Road School Site
Policy OUN6 – Fletton
House, Glapthorn
Road

Description of Component
development will be limited in accordance with its special character and sensitive setting. There
are already deficiencies in local infrastructure, particularly in relation to highways and, in certain
parts of the town, to surface water drainage. New development will therefore be dependent upon
measures being put in place to ensure the situation is not made worse, and wherever possible is
improved. Planning permission will not be granted for the development sites outlined at policies
OUN2 (East Road) and OUN3 (Ashton Road/ Herne Road and Creed Road) of the Plan until it
can be demonstrated that the local highway, local services and amenities are in place to deal
with the new development.
A town wide traffic survey will be undertaken to provide a baseline assessment for any site
based Transport Assessments, in order that a holistic approach is taken to dealing with the
effects of new development.
Employment
Owing to its accessibility, Oundle is identified as being in an advantageous location to meet the
demands of business and widen access to employment opportunities in the rural north of the
District. The Market Towns and Rural Regeneration study indicated that there is a limited
availability of high quality employment sites in the northern part of the District. However,
availability of sites in Oundle is limited; there are no key regeneration sites in the town centre
and the business areas adjacent to the A605 are intensively developed, with the remaining plots
earmarked for the expansion of existing local businesses. The Plan identifies East Road as the
only site with potential to deliver a new high quality employment development, through business
uses, predominately B1.
Housing
In order to meet the housing provision target set out in the Core Strategy of 610 houses in the
period from 2001 to 2021, the Plan has identified two sites for housing developments. New
housing development in Oundle will primarily take place within the existing built-up area of the
town, focused on Site 1 with longer term needs met through greenfield land release at Site 2
forming an extension to the built-up area. The main sites are detailed in policy OUN3.
Site 1 - Ashton Road/Herne Road:
This site could accommodate a housing development (up to 145 dwellings, associated
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infrastructure and open space, and has potential depending on the need for other uses),
community facilities potentially including educational uses in association with Prince William
Upper School, associated infrastructure and open space. A master plan for the site will be
prepared, informed by the agreed Concept Statement, which will establish the:
a) Overall mix of land uses;
b) Means of access and movement across the site;
c) Proposals to resolve the conflict with the school access, particularly school buses;
d) Design of off-site highway improvements to related junctions;
e) Delivery of open space and community facilities; and
f) Retention of on-site features of importance, including Herne Lodge and protected trees along
the Ashton Road access.
Site 2 - Creed Road:
This site could accommodate around 125 dwellings, associated infrastructure and open space.
A master plan for the site will be prepared, informed by the agreed Concept Statement, which
will establish the:
• Means of access and movement across the site;
• Design solutions to resolve highway issues regarding access to and from the Glapthorn Road;
• Integration of the development into the existing community;
• Delivery of on-site open space and linkages to other green infrastructure and facilities around
the town; and
• Retention of on-site features of importance, predominantly important boundary trees and
hedges surrounding the site.
Given the development constraints affecting the majority of Oundle, longer term development
sites are identified to the west of the town. These sites will require assessment as part of a
review of the Plan. Areas with potential include land north of Benefield Road, land adjacent to
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the cemetery on Stoke Doyle Road, land east of Suton Road and land north of St Peter’s Road.
School provision
Given the predicted significant increases in the town’s population over the next 15-20 years, the
Plan identifies the necessity to make provision for the expansion of school premises in Oundle.
Owing to their respective locations, Oundle CE and Prince William Schools are both considered
to be physically constrained. However, expansion to the Prince William School premises is
possible to the east or west of the present site. The identified need for expansion to the existing
Prince William School premises will require the development of new school buildings, extended
playing fields and associated infrastructure within the Oundle settlement boundary.
As set out in Policy OUN3 for the adjacent Ashton Road/ Herne Road site, if required, a
proportion of the gross developable area of the housing site will be safeguarded for the
development of additional educational facilities, either adjacent to the existing school site or at
Herne Lodge.
The required extension to playing fields will be to the east, north east or south east of the
existing school site. Where it is necessary to provide additional school buildings or physical
infrastructure upon part of the existing playing fields to the east of the school, the resulting
shortfall should be accommodated within the new playing fields and be at least as accessible to
current and potential new users, and at least equivalent in terms of size, usefulness,
attractiveness and quality, in accordance with PPG17.
Parking
The Plan acknowledges that there is undoubtedly an acute need for more parking within or near
to the town centre, particularly on market days. However, the likely need for the Milton Road
primary school to be relocated means that this site has been identified for additional car parking,
providing easy access to the town centre.
Community amenities
Proposals for the change of use of the first floor of Fletton House to Class B1 uses will be
supported, which is aimed at retaining the economic sustainability of the building. However, the
ground floor of the building will be retained for community uses.
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Comprehensive redevelopment proposals for the wider Fletton House site, including the library,
police station, doctors’ surgery and Mason House, will only be acceptable if these include the
appropriate replacement of the existing facilities.

14. Thrapston –
Strategy and
Allocations

Policy THR1 –
Infrastructure
Policy THR2 –
Regeneration of
Thrapston Town
Centre
Policy THR3 –
Thrapston
Regeneration Sites
Policy THR4 –
Relocating Existing
Businesses around
Thrapston
Policy THR5 –
Thrapston South

Development in Thrapston will be of a scale commensurate with the town’s role as a Rural
Service Centre. A range of sites, both brownfield and greenfield, will be developed in order to
maintain a supply of housing land, enhance job opportunities and ensure the regeneration of the
town centre. Planning permission will not be granted for the development sites outlined at
policies THR3 and THR5 until it can be demonstrated that the local highway, local services and
amenities are in place to deal with the demands arising from new development.
Employment
In support of the town’s role as a rural service centre, it is important that a range of employment
opportunities continue to be available, through safeguarding existing employment areas, making
better use of under utilised land within them, and by planning for new employment and
commercial development within town centre redevelopment sites. The Council will continue to
assist with seeking relocation sites for businesses currently in cramped or problematic sites, in
order to enable the expansion of these businesses and their retention in the local area, as well
as the redevelopment of their existing sites.
Proposals for relocating existing businesses in Thrapston and facilitating their expansion will be
directed to land within Halden’s Parkway, Top Close or Islip Furnace business areas. If suitable
sites in these locations are not available or viable, then potential relocation sites elsewhere
should be:
a) Adjacent to the existing built-up area; and
b) Suitable for HGV access and manoeuvring.
Proposals for the further concentration of employment development at Halden’s Parkway will be
required to contribute where necessary towards improvements to the A605 roundabout junction.
Housing
The town has expanded considerably in recent years and the Core Strategy makes provision for
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a further 1,140 houses in the period from 2001 to 2021. Of this total, 411 were built by April
2007, with a further 72 under construction and 118 with planning permission but not yet started.
An assessment of potential within the built-up area of the town estimates that up to 400 units
could be developed on Brownfield sites. Housing development will be the preferred re-use on
sites outside the town centre, but within the town centre housing will be a secondary element
rather than the main use.
A new neighbourhood will be developed on land to the south of Thrapston between Huntingdon
Road/Market Road, the A14/A605 and Midland Road. The mix of uses will include housing, a
medical centre, open space and high quality commercial development. The delivery of housing
on the site will be phased in line with the projected availability of school places.
A master plan for the site will be prepared which will establish the:
a) Overall mix of land uses;
b) Means of access and movement across the site;
c) Delivery of open space and medical facilities;
d) Delivery of high quality commercial uses;
e) Phasing of housing completions up to 2021 and beyond;
f) Protection of the area of archaeological interest;
g) Protection of geological and biodiversity interest;
h) Detailed design principles; and
i) Detailed measures that will be put in place to attenuate noise from the A14 trunk road.
Town centre redevelopment
Investment in Thrapston is required in order to support its role as a Rural Service Centre. A
Healthcheck Action Plan was produced in 2002 which recorded the community aspirations for
the town and went on to inform and prioritise proposals in a Masterplan produced in 2003. The
proposals for Thrapston Town Centre regeneration draw on the recommendations of these two
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documents.
The intention is for town centre and edge of town developments to contribute towards improving:
the retail offer; visual appearance of public areas; local facilities; public car parking; linkages
between the High Street and public areas; gateways to the centre; as well as considering
environmental enhancement and traffic management issues. The Plan allocates four
redevelopment sites within the town centre intended to provide land for a mix of uses including
retail, community facilities, offices, housing, town centre car parking and a market:
1) High Street (17-31 High Street, the library and fire station)
Potential for a mix of uses including retail, community facilities, offices, housing and town centre
car parking. Development should address the High Street and provide a landmark building to
enhance the prominent corner site, creating an attractive gateway to the High Street shopping
area and enhancing the setting of the adjacent Conservation Area.
2) Land at Cosy Nook and rear of High Street properties
Development could take place in association with Site 1, or independently, and should respect
the site’s location partly within the designated Conservation Area. It has potential for a mix of
uses including town centre car parking, retail, offices and housing.
3) Bull Ring and Church Walk
Opportunities to create an important new civic space for the town. The setting of the
Conservation Area, St James’s Church and adjacent Listed Buildings should be enhanced by
new development that creates active frontages looking onto a new town square.
Redevelopment will be largely dependent upon finding suitable sites to relocate the existing car
repair business and St John’s Ambulance building. The range of uses that could be
accommodated include enhanced town centre car parking, a new site for the weekly market and
other specialist market activities, community facilities, specialist residential accommodation for
elderly persons, and food and drink establishments with space for outdoor eating.
4) Cattle Market
Redevelopment of this site will be dependent upon relocation of the current livestock market and
related activities, preferably to a site in the local area. The site has potential for a mix of uses
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including retail, housing, offices, community facilities and new town centre car parking.
Development should respect the setting of the adjacent Conservation Area and Listed Buildings.
There should be no vehicular access to the High Street but an enhanced pedestrian link should
be provided. North-south pedestrian linkages across the site should be designed to increase
opportunities to access the High Street on foot from existing areas in the south of the town. Offsite highway improvements along Market Road and at its junction with Midland Road will need to
both provide for any new development and deal with existing road user conflicts in the area
around the schools. This may require some road widening, which could be facilitated by
relocation of the Bowling Green to a suitable alternative location within the town.
School provision
Land will be safeguarded at Springfield Farm for a new secondary school, which may be needed
within the Plan period or in the longer term.

15. Rural Areas
and Small Towns

Policy KCF1 –
Kingsmead SME Site,
King’s Cliffe
Policy KCF2 – Willow
Lane/ Wood Road
Policy NAS1 – Church
Street, Nassington
Policy WAR1 –
Eaglethorpe Barns,
Warmington
Policy BC1 – Brigstock
Camp
Policy DA1 –
Deenethorpe Airfield
Policy AP1 –

King’s Cliffe, Nassington and Warmington are all designated as service centres within the
northern rural part of the Plan area. A workshop scheme on the site of the station yard in
Kingsmead comprising ten small units was completed by the Council with financial assistance
from the Rural Development Commission during the 1980s. The remaining 2.14 ha of the site
will be developed for additional SME units, providing suitable affordable premises for the
establishment and expansion of small firms. Land for housing has been identified off Willow
Land/ Wood Road within King’s Cliffe for the development of between 145 - 150 dwellings and
associated infrastructure. Planning permission will be subject to developer contributions towards
affordable housing, education contributions, open space and phasing schedules.
Nassington and Warmington are both identified as Smaller Service Centres. The intention is that
they should accommodate new development in or near to the service centre, where affordable
housing, service and community facilities can be provided close together. In accordance with
this, the Plan has identified one Brownfield site within Nassington at Church Street within the
built-up area, which is considered to be the most sustainable site option and will accommodate a
development of a minimum of 11 dwellings and associated infrastructure. To provide for both
housing and office development in Warmington, a site to the east and south of Eaglethorpe
Barns is allocated to provide a minimum of 12 dwellings and 0.38 ha of B1 (office) use as an
integrated and mixed use development with good access points. All development proposals for
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Addington Park
Industrial Estate, Little
Addington
Policy 30 – Rural
Buildings – General
Approach
Policy 31 –
Replacement
Dwellings In The Open
Countryside
Policy 32 – Farm
Diversification
Policy 33 – Lorry
Parking
Policy 17 – Parish
Plans and Village
Design Statements

Description of Component
these sites will be subject to the Developer Contributions SPD.
Three sites within open countryside are identified as needing a local spatial planning approach,
and the Plan sets out potential uses for these sites:
• Brigstock Camp is proposed as an office development site should the development of a
medium secure hospital on the site not be implemented. Access to the town centre by foot,
cycle and bus are to be included in any office development on the site.
• Deenethorpe Airfield is a well-established aviation base, but the Plan does not support the
expansion of the existing operations owing to concerns that it undermines the aspiration for
sustainable development within the Plan area.
• The Plan intends to increase the capacity of Addington Industrial Park in favour of expanding
the park or developing alternative sites for employment purposes. Any development at the
park should ensure long-term employment opportunities, and be based on a needs
assessment of the socio-economic background.
Although the preferred development strategy for North Northamptonshire targets most
development over the Plan period to the main settlements and to a much lesser extent to the
villages, certain types of activity will still be appropriate in the countryside. These relate to
proposals that can positively help to support the diversification or development of the rural
economy and the relative sustainability of the communities that live in these areas. The Plan
highlights the role rural buildings can have in accommodating businesses to support sustainable
rural economies. The use of rural buildings for employment generating or tourism purposes will
be permitted as long as any historic and visual interest is preserved and the buildings are
deemed appropriate for redevelopment. In order to reduce the potential negative impact of
replacement dwellings in open countryside, a one-for-one policy of replacement is proposed.
Farm diversification is supported by the Plan, but certain criteria are set out to ensure that any
project maintains the existing character of the area, supports the strategy for improving tourism
provision and does not result in building encroachment. The Plan acknowledges a demand for
appropriate HGV parking, and outlines how siting decisions for a future lorry park should be
governed. The aim is to ensure it provides appropriate facilities for drivers, is easily accessible
by major roads, avoids disturbance to residential areas and minimises the potential visual effect
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of the site.
Where these have been prepared or are under preparation, the contents of Parish Plans or
Village Design Statements will be taken into account in the determination of planning
applications.
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RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT
10.3

Appendix D presents the results of the detailed assessment of the potential effects of
the Plan predicted to arise from implementation of the Policy Components. The
sections below present an analysis of the detailed appraisal in terms of the
significance of direct effects and potential secondary, cumulative and synergistic
effects. Suggestions for mitigation of adverse effects, together with enhancement of
positive effects, are set out in Section 11.
Direct Effects

10.4

Table 10.2 presents a summary of the significance of direct effects from the detailed
appraisal. The significance of effects is denoted using the following system of
symbols:
+++ Strongly positive
++ Moderately positive
+
0
---+/-

Slightly positive
No effect
Slightly negative
Moderately negative
Strongly negative
Combination of positive and negative effects / neutral effect

10.5

For the purposes of analysing the results of the assessment, significant effects are
those that result in strongly or moderately negative or positive effects.

10.6

It should be emphasised that the information quality, and attendant uncertainties and
assumptions required to address them, vary across the evidence base for the SA
objectives. This has been systematically recorded and taken into account in the
detailed appraisal sheets (see Appendix D). Thus, where a major effect has been
predicted for a particular SA objective, but the evidence base for this contains
uncertainties or its interpretation requires a number of assumptions, the measure of
information quality recorded in the appraisal has been reduced, and this is reflected
in the calculation of the effect significance (see Section 3 for further details of the
appraisal methodology).

10.7

As explained in the Plan, Policy 18 (Considerate Construction) is to be applied to all
new development within the Plan area. For the purposes of the assessment, this
policy has not been included in one particular Policy Component, but has been
considered throughout the assessment of all Policy Components when assessing the
likely effects of construction. The policy is expected to reduce the significance of
likely adverse effects construction activities can have on traffic and vehicle
movements, air quality, noise and the well-being of local residents.

10-21

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON
PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

This page has been left intentionally blank.

10-22

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

Table 10.2 - Summary of Significance of Direct Effects
SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key services,
facilities and employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst respecting
diversity
6 To improve overall levels of education and skills
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to
achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation
9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment
10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable
transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources and
minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and production
of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market towns

1

2

3

4

5

6

Component
7
8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15

++

++

+++

0

+

0

+

0

+

++

++

++

++

++

++

+

+

0

0

+

-

0

0

+++

0

+

0

++

++

++

+

++

+

++

+

++

+++

+

++

+

+

++

+

+

++

+

+

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

+

+

-

+

+

+

+

++

++

0

++

+

++

0

++

++

++

++

++

++

++

0

++

0

0

0

0

+

0

0

++

+

++

++

++

++

+

++

++

+

+

++

++

++

0

0

+

+

++

++

++

++

--

+

++

0

++

+++

++

0

+

0

--

--

--

++

++

0

+

+

+

+++

++

++

++

+

++

-

++

++

++

+

-

+/-

+

-

+++

+

+

0

+

+

+

++

++

0

--

--

+

0

+

0

+

--

0

+

+

--

--

---

++

--

--

+

0

+

0

+

0

0

+

+

--

--

---

++

-

-

+

0

+

0

+

0

0

+

+

-

-

--

+

-

0

+/-

+++

0

+

+

0

0

0

0

--

--

---

-

++

0
++

0
0

+++
0

0
-

+
-

+
0

0
-

0
0

0
+++

-++

-++

++
++

+
++

++
++

+

+

0

0

-

-

0

+

0

+

+

+

+

+/-

+

--

-

+

0

-

0

0

--

0

+

0

-

-

-

-

+/-

--

0

0

-

0

0

0

0

+

0

-

+

+

+

++

++

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

+++ +++ +++

++

++

++

++

++

+

++

+

+

++

0

+

+++ +++ +++

++

++

++

++

++

++

+

++

+

++

+

++

+++ +++

++

++

++

10-23

++

Key
+++
++
+
0
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Strongly positive
Moderately positive
Slightly positive
No effect
Slightly negative
Moderately negative
Strongly negative
Combination of positive and
negative effects / neutral
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Component 1: Scale and Distribution of Development
10.8

In so far as the component, through Policy 1 (Settlement Roles), aims to meet local
needs for housing, employment and community facilities within the context of the
service centres and network villages, it performs well against the economic SA
objectives, and a number of the social SA objectives. Predicted negative effects for
SA objectives 11, 12 and 13 (Reduce GHG emissions, Reduce private car use and
Maintain air quality respectively) are associated with an overall increase in traffic
generation in relation to increased service provision attracting larger numbers of
visitors, consumers and residents to the area, the majority of whom are likely to travel
by car. The component’s poor performance against SA objective 18 (Reduce carbon
based energy use) is a result of its aim of restricting developments that increase
housing densities, which has an indirect effect on reducing the potential for
increasing energy efficiency within developments.

Component 2: Comprehensive Development and Phasing
10.9

The provision of increased infrastructure, in terms of services and facilities including
health, education, libraries, community halls, open spaces, sport and recreation, as
promoted by this component is expected to have significant beneficial effects for
most social SA objectives and all of the economic SA objectives. However, the
provision of these services along with improvements in the road network is predicted
to have adverse effects on those SA objectives related to the effects of increased
road transportation: 11, 12 and 13 (Reduce GHG emissions, Reduce private car use,
and Maintain air quality respectively). The component has been identified as being
weak in addressing the need for improved waste infrastructure and recycling services
in line with new development, which has negative effects for SA objective 19
(Reduce waste). The increased provision of infrastructure, particularly road
infrastructure, is expected to have significant negative effects against SA objective 8
(Protect biodiversity), as increased construction and road traffic are likely to affect
local wildlife as well as potentially damage natural habitats.

Component 3: Transport, Accessibility and Parking
10.10 Component 3 aims to improve accessibility to ensure long term transport choice with
particular emphasis placed on improving accessibility for ‘hard to reach’ groups within
the Plan area. Reflecting these aims, the component performs well against SA
objective 1 (Improve accessibility) and is expected to improve community cohesion,
general well-being and vitality of local towns (SA objectives 5, 7 and 22 respectively)
by supporting connectivity between residential areas to key services, employment
areas and facilities. Some medium to long-term benefits are predicted for those SA
objectives affected by a reduction in the use of car transportation by providing
improved public transport services, which are expected to be developed and become
popular over time. The component is not expected to result in any overall significantly
negative effects against the SA objectives. However, Policy 8 is expected to
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encourage reliance on private cars by setting higher standards of maximum parking
provision than suggested by the Parking SPG, which is likely to result in adverse
effects, in the short term at least, on a number of environmental SA objectives, in
particular SA objectives 11, 12 and 13 (Reduce GHG emissions, Reduce private car
use and Maintain air quality respectively).

Component 4: Flood Risk
10.11 By applying a 200-year standard of flood protection across the Plan area, the
component is expected to have significant beneficial effects for SA objectives 14
(Maintain water quality) and 15 (Reduce flood risk). As a result of reducing flood risk,
the component is also expected to have benefits for the protection of biodiversity,
well-being and health, and ensuring economic development by protecting future and
existing developments from flooding (SA objectives 8, 3 and 21 respectively). The
component is not expected to result in any negative effects against the SA
objectives.

Component 5: (Housing Density and Mix)
10.12 Component 5 results in only two significant beneficial effects against the SA
objectives. The lack of significant effects in the outcome of this assessment is a
reflection of the flexibility in the policies contained within this component, which
intends for housing density, character, type and affordability to match local demands,
character and infrastructure provision. For some SA objectives, the effects could be
more significant depending on the actual siting and type of housing development
provided. Most likely to be affected are those SA objectives related to accessibility to
services, increased road transportation, energy efficiency, waste, and meeting local
housing needs, particularly in relation to affordability (SA objectives 1, 12, 18, 19 and
2 respectively). The component is predicted to significantly benefit the creation of
cohesive communities and viable town centres (SA objectives 5 and 22 respectively)
by meeting future demand for housing and therefore encouraging residents to remain
in and relocate to the area, thus contributing to local communities and making the
towns more economically and socially viable.

Component 6: Settlement Character
10.13 Reflecting the aim of the policies contained within this component, the assessment
predicts that it will significantly benefit local green infrastructure, local character and
distinctiveness, and areas of historical and cultural importance and therefore create
pleasant living environments which support general well-being and health (SA
objectives 8, 9, 10, 7 and 3 respectively). The component is not expected to result in
any significant negative effects against the SA objectives.

Component 7: Biodiversity, Green Infrastructure and Open Spaces
10.14 The provision of green infrastructure, sport and recreational facilities and open
spaces promoted by this component is expected to significantly benefit health and
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well-being amongst residents, social cohesion within communities and creation of
pleasant environments in which to live (SA objectives 3, 5 and 7 respectively). The
natural and built environment is also expected to be maintained and improved by
protecting and enhancing green spaces and conservation sites, which is expected to
be conducive to wealth creation and improving the vitality of town centres (SA
objectives 9, 21 and 22 respectively). The protection and creation of Local Nature
Reserves should directly benefit local biodiversity and habitats (SA objective 8), as
will creating and maintaining green corridors within new and existing developments.
The component is not expected to result in any significant negative effects against
the SA objectives.

Component 8: Wind Farms
10.15 Component 8 is expected to result in mixed effects against the SA objectives, with
three significant positive effects and two significant negative effects. The component
aims to reduce the potential negative effects of wind farm developments on
biodiversity and habitats, and the character and tranquillity of natural areas and the
settlements connected to them. This is reflected in the positive effects predicted
against SA objectives 7, 8 and 9. By restricting potential wind farm developments, the
component may reduce the potential to generate renewable energy within the Plan
area and therefore limit achievement of reductions in GHG emissions; this rationale
is reflected in the poor performance of the component against SA objectives 11 and
18 (Reduce GHG emissions, Reduce carbon based energy use).

Component 9: Affordable Housing
10.16 Owing to the focus of this component being limited to the proportion of affordable
housing to be provided within developments, it is predicted to have no effect on the
majority of the SA objectives, particularly those relating to the natural environment.
As may be expected, the component is expected to benefit SA objective 2 (Provide
for housing needs) more than any other. By ensuring adequate provision of
affordable housing, the component is also expected to benefit those social SA
objectives related to well-being and community cohesion, which contributes towards
the vitality of towns (SA objectives 3, 5 and 22 respectively). The distinctiveness of
towns is to be protected by allowing flexibility in the application of the policies
depending on local context, thus benefiting SA objective 9 (Enhance local
distinctiveness). The component is not expected to result in any significant negative
effects against the SA objectives.

Component 10: Employment
10.17 Component 10 is predicted to result in more strongly positive effects than any other
component. The strategic approach to allocating and protecting land for employment
use is expected to strongly benefit the economic SA objectives by providing the
economic environment to create employment opportunities and attract investors, thus
also benefiting vitality and viability of town centres (SA objectives 20, 21 and 22
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respectively). Allowing employment sites to be reallocated for alternative uses where
it is demonstrated that redevelopment for employment uses is not feasible is
considered efficient management of development sites and therefore strongly
benefits SA objective 16 (Ensure efficient use of land). The creation of employment
opportunities is expected to increase accessibility between residential areas and
employment, as well as foster community cohesion and provide additional
opportunities for skills and training (SA objectives 1, 5 and 6 respectively). The
component is not expected to result in any significant negative effects against the SA
objectives.

Component 11: Town Centres and Retail
10.18 There are expected to be significant benefits for the economic SA objectives by
positively and proactively supporting town centres as a result of encouraging uses,
activities and investment that will sustain or enhance their character, vitality and
viability. This component also favours retail uses within defined shopping frontage
areas and considers favourably the development of leisure, employment, community
facilities and residential units within town centres. This approach to town centres is
expected to benefit accessibility between residential areas and services by focusing
retail development within easy to reach town centres and maintaining the
distinctiveness of the built environment by maintaining their role as service centres
(SA objectives 2 and 9 respectively). Local communities are expected to benefit from
the provision of local services and maintaining existing service centres, thus the
beneficial effect predicted for SA objective 5 (Nurture cohesive communities).
10.19 Although the component is expected to result in an overall benefit to SA objective 12
(Reduce private car use) due to the reduced need to travel to access services, there
is a risk that without appropriate improvement of public transport provision this
benefit may be offset by increased numbers of visitors to the towns who are likely to
travel by private car unless a viable alternative is provided. Significant negative
effects are predicted against SA objective 15 (Reduce flood risk) because the town
centres of Oundle and Thrapston are already at risk of flooding and if this component
encourages further development within the town centre then it is expected to
increase the risk of flooding to property and people.

Component 12: Tourism
10.20 Component 12 is predicted to produce mixed results against the SA objectives, with
a total of eight significant beneficial affects and five significant adverse effects - more
significant adverse effects than any other component. The development of the
tourism industry as supported by this component is expected to have beneficial
effects for the creation of employment opportunities and attracting investors and
visitors to the area as well as increasing the vitality and viability of town centres (SA
objectives 20, 21 and 22 respectively). Beneficial effects are also predicted for a
number of social SA objectives, mainly as a result of encouraging improvements to
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local services, which are expected to benefit the well-being of residents and their
accessibility to services, and encouraging a sense of belonging (SA objectives 3, 1
and 5 respectively). The creation of jobs is predicted to provide additional training
opportunities, thus benefiting SA objective 6 (Improve education).
10.21 SA objective 16 (Ensure efficient use of land) is likely to benefit from the re-use and
redevelopment of land along the river. However, this is also predicted to result in a
negative effect on flood risk (SA objective 15) and a potential negative effect of water
based traffic on water quality (SA objective 14). The increase in visitors as a result of
improved tourism provision is expected to give rise to increased traffic generation
within the Plan area, which is reflected in the poor performance against SA objectives
11, 12 and 13 (Reduce GHG emissions, Reduce private car use and Maintain water
quality respectively). While the component acknowledges the key role the natural
environment has to play in supporting rural tourism, it has the potential to negatively
affect local biodiversity and habitats by increasing the number of visitors to
ecologically sensitive areas (SA objective 8).

Component 13: Oundle – Strategy and Allocations
10.22 Whilst this component is expected to benefit a range of social SA objectives and all
the economic SA objectives, it is also predicted to result in significant negative effects
against four of the environmental SA objectives. Development within Oundle as
promoted by the component is expected to benefit the local residents by increasing
accessibility to local services, providing a range of housing opportunities and
improving education provision in line with growth, all of which are likely to strengthen
the character and distinctiveness of the town and increase community cohesion (SA
objectives 1, 2, 6, 9 and 5 respectively). Although the risk of flooding in some parts of
Oundle is significant, the component allocates development in areas outside the
flood risk area and therefore benefits SA objective 15 (Reduce flood risk). The
component includes provision for highways and parking improvements but does not
include sustainable transport provision. Significant negative effects are associated
with the expected increase in traffic following the development of housing and
employment areas, as well as increased water consumption and the potential
negative effect development can have on biodiversity and areas of natural habitat
(SA objectives 11, 12, 14 and 8 respectively).

Component 14: Thrapston – Strategy and Allocations
10.23 Owing to the similarity in strategic approaches between Components 13 and 14, the
results of their assessment are similar. The economic SA objectives are expected to
benefit from the allocation of appropriate employment land as well as the
infrastructure and services proposed to support local businesses and provide for the
local residents. Significant benefits are predicted for most of the social SA objectives
as a result of providing affordable housing, improved accessibility, increased service
provision to support the new neighbourhood in Thrapston South and the potential
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creation of mixed use sites and high quality civic areas in the town centre. It is the
potential effects of development on the environmental SA objectives that reduce the
performance of this component. The component does not include provision for
sustainable transport. The proposed development within Thrapston is expected to
result in a net increase in road traffic with associated significant negative effects for
GHG emissions, local air quality, biodiversity and water quality (SA objectives 12, 11,
13, 8 and 14 respectively). Development on brownfield and greenfield sites also
poses significant direct risks for biodiversity, which may be mitigated to some degree
by the requirement for a master plan for the Huntington Road development, but
overall effects are still likely to negatively affect local wildlife and their habitats.

Component 15: Rural Areas and Small Towns
10.24 Component 15 performs better than any other component, with 15 significant
beneficial effects predicted against the SA objectives, and no significant negative
effects. The performance of this component is also notable as it performs well across
the three categories of SA objectives: social, environmental and economic. The
provision for increased housing, employment and local services within rural areas
and service centres is expected to benefit most of the social SA objectives. The
effect of development on the environmental SA objectives is predicted to be positive
because the component directs development towards existing towns and villages and
restricts development within areas which may be ecologically sensitive or contribute
to the natural environment within the Plan area. The component does not include
provision for sustainable transport. However, by locating future service provision
within the service centres the component should avoid a significant increase in car
trips. This is because most local residents are already required to make these
journeys to access existing services and the intended growth for the area is
contained within settlements to reduce the need for new residents to travel to access
services and facilities.
10.25 The economic SA objectives are all expected to benefit from the allocation of
employment sites within smaller service centres, encouraging investors and visitors
by supporting existing service centres and building on the existing strengths of these
areas, as well as providing additional infrastructure to support growth. The
component is careful to maintain the existing character and distinctiveness of rural
areas while providing for local needs, which benefits a number of social,
environmental and economic objectives and demonstrates the overall sustainability
of the component.
Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects
10.26 The detailed assessment, the results of which are presented in Appendix D, was
focused primarily on direct effects. As required by the SEA Regulations, secondary,
cumulative and synergistic effects have also been recorded and analysed during the
appraisal. Table 10.3 summarises the results of this analysis.
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Table 10.3 - Summary of Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects
Component

Effect

SA
Objectives

Causes

Significance

1, 2, 3, 10, 11,
12, 13, 14 and
15

Cumulative
effect of
economic
development
and increased
employment
opportunities

20, 21 and
22

The cumulative effect of
allocating employment sites,
supporting economic
development within town
centres, and encouraging the
tourism sector as well as
providing additional
infrastructure to support growth
is expected to benefit the overall
economic performance of the
Plan area. This cumulative effect
is expected to increase the
appeal of the area for investors,
visitors and residents, further
supporting economic and social
development.

Significant beneficial
effects in the medium
to long term. Effects
likely to be most
significant in Rural
Service Centres where
development is to be
focused.

2, 5, 9, 10, 13,
14 and 15

Cumulative
and synergistic
effect of
supporting
housing and
employment
development

1, 3, 5 and
7

The cumulative and synergistic
effect of supporting additional
housing, a proportion of which is
to be affordable, and the
creation of employment
opportunities is expected to
have significant benefits for
improving social cohesion,
creating a pleasant living
environment and enhancing
local character, with additional
benefits for well-being and
health amongst the general
population.

Potential significant
long term benefits for
society by providing for
the needs of local
residents and
improving the viability
of the area.

Cumulative
effect of
increasing
vehicular
traffic

8, 11, 12,
13 and 14

Development is expected to
increase provision of housing
and employment, which will
bring an increase in residents
within the Plan Area as well as
increased number of commuters
into and within the Plan area.
Owing to the rural nature of the
area and the relatively poor
provision of public
transportation, most journeys
are expected to be by car. An
increase in tourism provision
and promotion of the natural
beauty of the area is expected to
attract more visitors, who are
also likely to travel
predominantly by car. An
increase in vehicle journeys
would have adverse effects on
local air quality and GHG
emissions, increased noise and
general disturbance from traffic,

Potentially significant
adverse effects in the
longer term as levels of
housing, employment,
services and tourism
provision increase.

Beneficial

Adverse
1, 2, 12, 13 and
14

10-31

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON
PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

Final Sustainability Appraisal Report
Component

Effect

SA
Objectives

Causes

Significance

as well as increased risk of
polluted run-off from road and
parking surfaces.
1, 3, 5, 10, 11,
12, 13 and 14

Cumulative
effect of
increasing the
area of
development
on potential
increase in
flood risk,
particularly in
areas already
at risk of
flooding

15

The proposed levels of
development are expected to
increase the overall area of
impermeable surfacing
associated with housing,
employment, transportation
infrastructure and retail within
town centres, which could
increase the risk of localised
flooding. Although most of the
development sites do not
currently fall within a flood risk
area, there are flood risk areas
nearby. Climate change is likely
to extend flood risk areas and
the strategy increases the
number of properties at risk.

Potentially significant
adverse effects in the
long term as climate
change and
development increase
the number of
properties at risk.

10.27 As illustrates in Table 10.3, the Plan is expected to perform well in terms of
secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects relating to:
♦

Cumulative effect of supporting and fostering economic growth and employment
opportunities and encouraging the tourism sector, as well as providing additional
infrastructure within the Plan area, increasing the appeal of the area for
investors, visitors and residents; and

♦

Cumulative and synergistic effect of supporting housing and employment
development on improving social cohesion, creating a pleasant living
environment and enhancing local character, with additional benefits for wellbeing and health.

10.28 There are also a number of negative secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects
highlighted by the assessment. These include:
♦

Cumulative effect of housing, employment and tourism development on
increasing vehicular traffic; and

♦

Cumulative effect of increasing flood risk by extending the area of impermeable
hard surfaces, and increasing the number of properties at risk.

10.29 The assessment therefore serves to highlight the need for those elements that are
expected to result in adverse effects to be addressed more overtly as part of the DPD
process, supported by mitigation as appropriate, as well as enhancement of
beneficial effects where possible.
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General Observations
10.30 The SA has identified potential weaknesses in the Plan in two key areas:
♦

Lack of support for sustainable transport initiatives to encourage modal shift; and

♦

Little support for other measures to address climate change by reducing GHG
emissions, e.g. energy efficiency, renewables and sustainable waste
management.

10.31 As part of the SA process, consultations with Council officers have provided further
background information on these aspects of the Plan, which is set out in the sections
below.

Sustainable Transport
10.32 It should be noted that the Plan needs to be considered alongside the wider
strategies for the area, which have already established implementation mechanisms
for locally based transport schemes. Most transport issues are dealt with at a more
strategic level, with most sustainable transport initiatives being dealt with through the
Core Strategy and Northamptonshire Local Transport Plan. Given these factors, the
Council has taken the view that, as a site specific allocations DPD, transport and
accessibility should form a relatively small element of the Plan.
10.33 However, two issues have arisen through the Plan process, for which policies have
been prepared: public transport in the north of the Plan Area (with particular
reference to King’s Cliffe and Nassington) and residential parking standards. It is
emphasised that the Plan is not a Core Strategy, but focuses upon particular local
issues in addition to site specific allocations.
10.34 In preparing the Plan the Council recognises the limited level of public transport
provision to the north of the Plan Area, but also considers that substantial
improvements to provide regular public transport to King’s Cliffe and Nassington are
unrealistic. In terms of social and economic sustainability, access to a car is likely to
be a necessity in most cases and thus the need to apply realistic parking standards is
also set out in the Plan. Furthermore, public and community transport proposals
should also be considered alongside specific green infrastructure proposals.

Sustainable Energy
10.35 Most issues of energy efficiency and sustainable construction are extensively
covered by the Core Spatial Strategy (Policy 15). The Plan does not propose site
specific allocations for renewable energy development, so as such it is unnecessary
for the Plan to contain further criteria-based policies.
10.36 One particular local issue that has recently arisen, however, is the impact of wind
farms upon particular landscape elements. A recent planning application for a wind
farm near to Hemington was rejected on appeal (August 2007), primarily due to the
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impact upon the natural and historic landscape character of the area. Given the
findings of this appeal, the Council took the view that it is both pertinent and
appropriate to contain a criteria-based policy to restrict the possible development of
wind farms in inappropriate locations.
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11. MITIGATION

11.1

The term mitigation encompasses any approach that is aimed at preventing, reducing
or offsetting significant adverse environmental effects that have been identified. In
practice, a range of measures applying one or more of these approaches is likely to
be considered in mitigating any significant adverse effects predicted as a result of
implementing the Plan. In addition, it is also important to consider measures aimed at
enhancing positive effects. All such measures are generally referred to as mitigation
measures.

11.2

However, the emphasis should be in the first instance on proactive avoidance of
adverse effects. Only once alternative options or approaches to avoiding an effect
have been examined should mitigation then examine ways of reducing the
scale/importance of the effect.

11.3

Mitigation can take a wide range of forms, including:
♦

Change to the Plan alternatives, including bringing forward new alternatives to
address specific elements that cause adverse effects, or adding or deleting
alternatives;

♦

Refining options in order to improve the likelihood of positive effects and to
minimise adverse effects;

♦

Technical measures (such as setting guidelines) to be applied during the
implementation stage;

♦

Identifying issues to be addressed in project environmental impact assessments
for certain projects or types of projects;

♦

Proposals for changing other plans and programmes; and

♦

Contingency arrangements for dealing with possible adverse effects.

11.4

Mitigation measures for each Policy Component have been considered and the
Policy Components Assessment Tables (Appendix D) include cross-references to
mitigation measures where appropriate.

11.5

For all Policy Components, mitigation measures fall into two categories – the first
category concerns common elements of policy implementation (e.g. construction
works and practices; and consideration of impact on flora and fauna), which are
termed generic mitigation measures; and the second considers mitigation
measures that are relevant to specific SA objectives, termed objective-specific
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mitigation measures. All of the measures proposed share the common goals of
minimising adverse effects and maximising beneficial effects and are as follows:

GENERIC MITIGATION MEASURES
A.

Project level Environmental Impact Assessments, where applicable;

B.

Use of ecological specialists at all stages of design and implementation in order
to develop measures to protect biodiversity within designated and important
habitats and integrate biodiversity into final scheme designs;

C.

Avoid habitat fragmentation; provide green corridors for species seasonal
movement; offset unavoidable habitat loss by enhancing other existing habitats
or by creating new ones;

D.

Sympathetic integration and protection/enhancement of heritage assets in the
proposed development; provision for the archaeological monitoring of site
investigations to prevent damage to unknown archaeological remains – subject
to English Heritage opinion;

E.

Measures to minimise the negative effect on landscape character, which could
include the use of visual screening, planting, and the integration of schemes
within the surrounding landscape based on the appropriate Landscape
Character Assessment;

F.

Use the Sequential Approach to steer new development outside of flood risk
areas. As parts of the Plan area are identified in EA mapping as being at risk of
flood, ensure development follows PPS 25 recommendations, including a
consideration of off-site effects as appropriate;

G. Micro-energy generation, substitution of conventional power sources for
renewable sources, e.g. installation of solar panels or passive use of solar
energy through building design and siting;
H.

Development of design guidelines for the use of sustainable/recycled materials
in construction;

I.

Definition of green technical specifications for procured construction materials;
favour products that have smaller environmental footprints, e.g. containing
recycled content, derived from sustainable managed resources and certified to
certain standards, e.g. timber and timber products originated from sustainable
and legal sources, in accordance with Government guidelines;

J.

Ensure the implementation of specific minimum requirements/standards for
sustainable construction to achieve at least ‘very good’ BREEAM rating or
Sustainable Homes level 3-6;

K.

Develop a Construction Management System to promote a sustainable
approach to construction management for the development and to mitigate the
construction effects;
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L.

Controlling dust during reclamation and construction through water spraying and
sweeping and the use of wheel washers when leaving the site;

M. Noise and vibration during construction can be minimised through an
appropriate choice of plant and equipment, careful phasing of proposed
operations and temporary barriers such as hoardings or mounds; and
N.

Consider registering relevant and selected parts of the development for a
CEEQUAL award, an awards scheme assessing the environmental quality of
civil engineering projects that aims to deliver improved environmental
performance in project specification, design and construction.

OBJECTIVE-SPECIFIC MITIGATION MEASURES
O. SA objectives 11, 12, 13 (To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, To reduce
reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable transport
modes, To maintain or improve local air quality) - Provision of additional public
transport infrastructure in preference to increased car parking and road
infrastructure and creation of alternatives to private motorised transport by
providing walking, cycling and bus routes and services. Ensure that an increase
in the service provision of Rural Service Centres is matched by an adequate
quantitative and qualitative improvement of infrastructure for non-motorised and
public transport; and
P.

SA objectives 14 and 15 (To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand for water, To reduce the impact
of flooding and avoid additional risk) - Require all developers to demonstrate that
the feasibility of using SUDS has been explored in the design of their
development and SUDS are incorporated into the design whenever practicable
(e.g. filter strips and swales, filter drains and permeable surfaces, infiltration
devices, basins and ponds) to minimise the adverse effect on
surface/groundwater quality and to minimise the risk of flooding. Take account of
SUDS land requirements when setting out density requirements for sites.
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12. IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING

PROPOSALS FOR MONITORING
12.1

The SEA Directive states that:
‘member states shall monitor the significant environmental effects of the
implementation of plans and programmes ... in order, inter alia, to identify at
an early stage unforeseen adverse effects, and to be able to undertake
appropriate remedial action’ (Article 10.1). In addition, the Environmental
Report should provide information on a ‘description of the measures
envisaged concerning monitoring’ (Annex I (i)) (Stage E).

12.2

SA monitoring will cover significant social and economic effects as well as significant
environmental effects. It involves measuring indicators which will enable the
establishment of a causal link between the implementation of the Plan and the likely
significant sustainability effects (both beneficial or adverse) being monitored. This will
allow the identification of any unforeseen adverse effects and enable appropriate
remedial action to be taken.

12.3

Monitoring the significant sustainability effects of implementing the Plan is an
important ongoing element of the SA process. These effects have been identified in
Section 10. The appraisal of the RNOTP resulted in the identification of significant
direct effects for all of the SA objectives, with the exception of:
♦

4 - To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime; and

♦

17 - To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils.

12.4

Potential indicators for monitoring significant effects have been identified as part of
this appraisal and are listed under the relevant objective in the SA Framework set out
in Table 7.1.

12.5

The SA guidance recommends SA monitoring is incorporated into the Council’s
existing monitoring arrangements. Under Section 35 of the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 and Regulation 48 of the Town and Country Planning
Regulations 2004 the Council is required to prepare an Annual Monitoring Report
(AMR) to assess the implementation of the LDF. For monitoring efforts to be
optimally effective, it will be important that the Council seeks to integrate the
monitoring of the significant sustainability effects of the RNOTP with the AMR
process.
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12.6

In order to reach a final framework of indicators for the AMR the Council will need to
consider the indicators proposed in the SA to identify those which can be most
effectively used to monitor the sustainability effects of the LDF as a whole. This will
need to be undertaken in dialogue with statutory consultees and other bodies, as in
many cases the monitoring information may need to be provided by outside bodies.

12.7

In addition to the significant direct effects against SA objectives mentioned above,
the following secondary, cumulative and synergistic (SCS) effects have been
identified by the assessment:
Beneficial Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects
♦

Cumulative effect of supporting and fostering economic growth and employment
opportunities and encouraging the tourism sector, as well as providing additional
infrastructure within the Plan area, increasing the appeal of the area for
investors, visitors and residents; and

♦

Cumulative and synergistic effect of supporting housing and employment
development on improving social cohesion, creating a pleasant living
environment and enhancing local character, with additional benefits for wellbeing and health.

Adverse Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects
♦

Cumulative effect of housing, employment and tourism development on
increasing vehicular traffic; and

♦

Cumulative effect of increasing flood risk by extending the area of impermeable
hard surfaces, and increasing the number of properties at risk.

12.8

The significant effects (against SA objectives, as well as secondary, cumulative and
synergistic) identified by the assessment form the basis of the monitoring
programme.

12.9

At this stage, the monitoring programme as outlined below is preliminary. The direct
and SCS effects monitoring was combined where these overlap:
♦

SCS effect 1 and SA objective 21 (To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors);

♦

SCS effect 2 and SA objectives 5 (To value and nurture a sense of belonging in
a cohesive community whilst respecting diversity), 7 (To create healthy, clean
and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living, working and for recreation
and to protect and enhance residential amenity) and 3 (To improve overall levels
of physical, mental and social well-being, and reduce health disparities between
different groups and different areas);

♦

SCS effect 3 and SA objective 12 (To reduce reliance on the private car through
a modal shift to more sustainable transport modes); and
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♦

SCS effect 4 and SA objective 15 (To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk).

12.10 The programme will evolve over time based on the results of public consultation,
dialogue with environmental and other consultees and the identification of additional
data sources. It should be noted, however, that there will be a need for careful
consideration of the practicalities of monitoring to be taken into account in shaping
the final monitoring strategy, especially in the context of limited resources at the
district level. The emphasis must be on creating a balanced, effective, yet achievable
set of monitoring criteria.
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Table 12.1 - Proposed Monitoring Programme
Effect to be
monitored

Indicator(s) to be
used

Mitigation to be
considered

Potential source of
monitoring data and
frequency of
monitoring

Suggested frequency
of review/analysis of
monitoring
data/mitigation

Responsibility for
undertaking
monitoring

Improving accessibility and
transport links from
residential areas to key
services, facilities and
employment areas

Dwellings within the
following preferred
distances:
•
1.5km – secondary
school
•
3.0km – employment
site
•
0.6km – primary
school
•
1.0km – health centre
•
2.0km – sports centre
•
0.4km – bus stop
Mix of development types in
planning permission for
urban extensions
Proportion of journeys on
foot or by cycle
Means of travel to work by
modal split
Percentage of residents
defined as within a distance
of 500m walk of key local
services
Percentage of residents
surveyed finding it easy to
access key local services
Proportion of journeys on
foot or by cycle
New retail floor space in
town centres and out of town
Travel distance relative to
income
Access to services in rural

O

ENC, Annual

Annual

ENC

ENC, Annual

Annual

ENC

Travel Plans

Annual

ENC/ NCC

NOMIS, Census

Census

NOMIS

ENC, Annual

Annual

ENC/ NCC

O

ENC, Annual – Community
Strategy monitoring

Annual

ENC/ ENABLE

O

NCC Local Transport Plan
(LTP) monitoring
ENC, Annual

Annual

NCC

Annual

ENC

NOMIS/ ComPaSS

Annual

ENC/ ComPaSS

ENC, Annual

Annual

ENC

O

O
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Effect to be
monitored

Provision of opportunities
for all people to meet their
housing needs

Improving overall levels of
physical, mental and social
well-being, and reduce
health disparities between
different groups and
different areas
Cumulative and synergistic
effect of supporting
housing and employment
development on improving
social cohesion, creating a
pleasant living environment
and enhancing local
character, with additional
benefits for well-being and
health
Valuing and nurturing a
sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst
respecting diversity

Indicator(s) to be
used
areas
Temporary accommodation
Housing (affordable and
otherwise) completion
figures
% major housing sites
meeting local ‘Building for
Life’ standard
% of affordable homes as a
proportion of total new
dwelling completions
Housing completions to
meet identified needs in
rural areas
Access to a GP
Access to a hospital
Access to local greenspace
Life expectancy at birth
% residents with limiting
long-term illness

Percentage of people who
feel that their local area is a
place where people from
different backgrounds and
communities can live
together harmoniously

Mitigation to be
considered

O
O
O

Potential source of
monitoring data and
frequency of
monitoring

Suggested frequency
of review/analysis of
monitoring
data/mitigation

Responsibility for
undertaking
monitoring

ENC, Annual
ENC, Annual

Annual
Annual

ENC
ENC

ENC, Annual

Annual

ENC

ENC, Annual

Annual

ENC

ENC, Annual

Annual

ENC

ENC, Annual
ENC, Annual
ENC, Annual
DCLG, Office for National
Statistics (ONS), Annual
Office for National Statistics,
Neighbourhood Statistics
and Census Output,
ComPaSS

Annual
Annual
Annual
Annual

ENC
ENC
ENC
Office for National Statistics

Census

Office for National Statistics,
ComPaSS

DCLG, ComPaSS – Annual

Quarterly provision of
headline findings

NatCen on behalf of the
Race, Cohesion and Faiths
Research Unit within DCLG,
ComPaSS
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Effect to be
monitored

Indicator(s) to be
used

Cumulative and synergistic
effect of supporting
housing and employment
development on improving
social cohesion, creating a
pleasant living environment
and enhancing local
character, with additional
benefits for well-being and
health

Percentage of adults who
feel that they can influence
decisions affecting their own
area
% population in wards within
most deprived 25%
nationally
% adults who have given
support to others (nonfamily) in past year
Resident population 16-74
with no qualifications
Pupil/teacher ratios
Access to theatres, cinemas,
libraries, community centres
and other leisure needs
% satisfied with their
neighbourhood as a place to
live
No. of noise complaints
No. of odour complaints
% of rights of way that are
easy to use
Ha. of strategic open
space/1000 people
No. sports pitches available
for public use/1000 people

Improving overall levels of
education and skills
Creating healthy, clean
and pleasant environments
for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation
and to protect and
enhance residential
amenity
Cumulative and synergistic
effect of supporting
housing and employment
development on improving
social cohesion, creating a
pleasant living environment
and enhancing local
character, with additional
benefits for well-being and
health
Protecting and enhancing
biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green
infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid

Area designated as LNR
and CWS
Development in hectares
permitted within SSSIs,
CWS or LNRs

Mitigation to be
considered

Potential source of
monitoring data and
frequency of
monitoring

Suggested frequency
of review/analysis of
monitoring
data/mitigation

DCLG, Annual, Community
Strategy monitoring

Quarterly provision of
headline findings

Central Government/
Periodically; Census,
NOMIS/ ComPaSS
ENC, Annual

Annual

Responsibility for
undertaking
monitoring
NatCen on behalf of the
Race, Cohesion and Faiths
Research Unit within DCLG,
ENABLE
Central Government,
NOMIS/ ComPaSS

Annual

ENC

NOMIS, ONS annual
population survey
NCC
ENC

Annual

ONS/ NCC

Periodically
Annual

NCC
ENC

C, L

Annual Attitude Survey

Annual

ENC/ ENABLE

M

ENC, Ongoing
ENC, Ongoing
NCC, Annual

Annual
Annual
Annual

ENC
ENC
NCC

ENC, Annual

Annual

ENC

ENC, Annual

Annual

ENC

NCC, Local Wildlife Trust
(LWT)
ENC, Planning Service

Periodically

NCC, Local Wildlife Trust
(LWT)
ENC

A, C
A, B, C
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Effect to be
monitored

Indicator(s) to be
used

Mitigation to be
considered

Potential source of
monitoring data and
frequency of
monitoring

Suggested frequency
of review/analysis of
monitoring
data/mitigation

Responsibility for
undertaking
monitoring

habitat fragmentation

Total area designated as
SSSI (ha)
% SSSIs in favourable or
unfavourable recovering
condition
No. of species affected and
severity of harm
Permissions granted for
development that would
result in the loss of
landscape features such as
hedges and copses
Population within 300
metres of a natural
greenspace of at least 2ha
in size
Progress in achieving
priority BAP targets
Planning permission granted
that would result in the loss
of landscape features
identified as being of
importance to distinctive
character
Vacant land and properties
Production of Village Design
Statements
No. of Conservation Area
Appraisals
Dwellings within 250m of
open space
No. of conversions
Loss or damage to listed
buildings, SAMs, historic
parks, gardens and their

C

Natural England, LWT

Periodically

Natural England, LWT

A, B, C

Natural England, LWT

Periodically

Natural England, LWT

B, C

Natural England, LWT

Periodically

Natural England, LWT

E

ENC, Planning Service

Annual

ENC

ENC, Planning Service

Periodically

ENC

C

Natural England, LWT

Periodically

Natural England, LWT

E

ENC, Planning Service

Annual

ENC

ENC/ NLUD
ENC/ ACRE

Annual
Annual

ENC/ DCLG
ENC/ ACRE

ENC

Annual

ENC

ENC

Annual

ENC

ENC
ENC/ English Heritage

Annual
Annual

ENC
ENC/ English Heritage

Protecting and enhancing
the quality, character and
local distinctiveness of the
natural landscape and the
built environment

Protecting and enhancing
sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological,

D, E
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Effect to be
monitored

Indicator(s) to be
used

geological and cultural
value and their settings

settings through
development
Listed buildings at risk
Damage to or enhancement
of the character or
appearance of a
Conservation Area
% total built-up areas falling
within conservation areas
Loss or damage to important
regional geological or
geomorphological sites
(RIGS) through development
CO2 emissions by sector
and per capita emissions per
(tonnes per year)
Annual average
concentration of Nitrogen
Dioxide (ug/m3)

Reducing emissions of
greenhouse gases

Reducing reliance on the
private car through a
modal shift to more
sustainable transport
modes
Cumulative effect of
housing, employment and
tourism development on
increasing vehicular traffic
Maintaining or improving
local air quality

Mitigation to be
considered

Potential source of
monitoring data and
frequency of
monitoring

Suggested frequency
of review/analysis of
monitoring
data/mitigation

Responsibility for
undertaking
monitoring

D
D

ENC/ English Heritage
ENC

Annual
Annual

ENC/ English Heritage
ENC

A, B, C

ENC

Periodically

ENC

A

Natural England, LWT

Periodically

Natural England, LWT

J, N, O

DEFRA, Annual

Annual

DEFRA

O

Updated and Screening
Assessment Reports, Air
Quality Progress Reports,
Periodically
NCC Local Transport Plan
(LTP) monitoring
NCC Local Transport Plan
(LTP) monitoring
NCC Local Transport Plan
(LTP) monitoring

Monthly, Site specific

ENC

Annual

NCC

Annual

NCC

Annual

NCC

Annual

NCC

Annual

ONS/ NCC

Annual

NCC

Vehicle flows across urban
boundaries
Implementation of high
quality bus routes
Number of local bus
passenger journeys
originating in the authority
area undertaken each year
Traffic volumes

O

Modal Split (% of workforce
travelling to work by mode)

O

Means of travel to work,
school, retail, leisure by

O

O
O

O

NCC Local Transport Plan
(LTP) monitoring
Neighbourhood Statistics,
NCC Local Transport Plan
(LTP) monitoring
NCC Local Transport Plan
(LTP) monitoring
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Effect to be
monitored

Indicator(s) to be
used
modal split
Dwellings within preferred
distances of Secondary
School, employment site,
primary school, health
centre, sports centre, bus
stop
Self-containment for
employment using travel to
work data
Road traffic

Maintaining or improving
the quality of ground and
surface water resources
and minimise demand for
water

Mitigation to be
considered

Potential source of
monitoring data and
frequency of
monitoring

Suggested frequency
of review/analysis of
monitoring
data/mitigation

Responsibility for
undertaking
monitoring

O

ENC

Annual

ENC

ENC/ NCC Travel Plans

Annual

ENC/ NCC

Annual

NCC

Monthly, Site specific

ENC

Monthly, Site specific

ENC

Annual

ENC

No. of days per month when
air pollution is moderate or
high for NO2 and PM10

L, O

Days when fine particle
concentration found to be
‘moderate’ or higher

L, O

No. of dwellings built to
BREEAM very good or
above
Sewage Treatment works
operating at or over capacity
% length of river achieving
‘good’ or ‘very good’ quality
status
Number of reported storm
over-spills from sewerage
infrastructure
Quality of ground water
No. of people and property
affected by fluvial flooding
No. of developments
granted within flood zone 3

J

NCC Local Transport Plan
(LTP) monitoring
ENC, Updated and
Screening Assessment
Reports, Air Quality Progress
Reports, Periodically
Updated and Screening
Assessment Reports, Air
Quality Progress Reports,
Periodically
ENC

P

Anglian Water

Periodically

Anglian Water

P

Environment Agency (EA),
Periodically

Periodically

EA

P

EA, Anglian Water –
Ongoing

Periodically

EA/ Anglian Water

P
P

EA, Periodically
EA, Periodically

Periodically
Periodically

EA
EA

P

ENC

Annual

ENC

O
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Effect to be
monitored

Indicator(s) to be
used

Reducing the impact of
flooding and avoiding
additional risk

‘high risk’ contrary to
Environment Agency advice
Use of Sustainable Drainage
Schemes – percentage of
developments incorporating
a form of SUDs within the
design
No. of developments
approved contrary to EA
advice
No. of new developments
incorporating water
efficiency measures above
minimum standards
Water use/ household
New developments built
within flood plains
Number of permissions
granted contrary to advice of
Environment Agency (EA)
Number of developments
permitted incorporating
appropriate mitigation or
SUDS
Area and no. of properties at
risk of flooding by land use
Number of developments
permitted within the flood
plain incorporating
appropriate mitigation or
SUDS.
Loss of the best and most
versatile agricultural land

Cumulative effect of
increasing the area of
development on potential
increase in flood risk,
particularly in areas
already at risk of flooding

Ensuring the efficient use
of land

Mitigation to be
considered

Potential source of
monitoring data and
frequency of
monitoring

Suggested frequency
of review/analysis of
monitoring
data/mitigation

Responsibility for
undertaking
monitoring

P

ENC

Annual

ENC

ENC

Annual

ENC

J

ENC

Annual

ENC

J
P

Anglian Water
ENC

Annual
Annual

Anglian Water
ENC

ENC

Annual

ENC

P

ENC

Annual

ENC

P

ENC

Annual

ENC

P

ENC

Annual

ENC

J, N

ENC/ DEFRA

Annual

ENC/ DEFRA
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Effect to be
monitored

Reducing carbon based
energy use by increasing
energy efficiency and
production of renewable
energy

Reducing waste arisings
and increasing reuse,
recycling and composting

Potential source of
monitoring data and
frequency of
monitoring

Suggested frequency
of review/analysis of
monitoring
data/mitigation

Responsibility for
undertaking
monitoring

J, N

ENC
ENC, NLUD
ENC

Annual
Annual
Annual

ENC
ENC/ DCLG
ENC

J, N

ENC

Annual

ENC

J, N

ENC, NLUD

Annual

ENC/ DCLG

J, N

ENC

Annual

ENC

J, N

ENC

Annual

ENC

ENC

Annual

ENC

G

Utilities companies

Annual

Energy utilities

J

ENC

Annual

ENC

J

Utilities companies

Annual

Energy utilities

G

Utilities companies

Annual

Energy utilities

J, N
J

ENC
ENC

Annual
Annual

ENC
ENC

H, I, K

ENC

Annual

ENC

Indicator(s) to be
used

Mitigation to be
considered

Levels of conversions
Vacant land and properties
Development achieving a
minimum 35 dw/ha
Percentage of all
development on greenfield
land; percentage of
residential development on
greenfield land
Hectares of contaminated
land remediated through
development or
redevelopment
% dwellings completed on
previously developed land
Net density of dwellings
completed on major sites
No. of Community Heating
or CHP schemes
Proportion of energy
supplied by renewable
sources
No. of dwellings built to
BREAM very good or above
KWh of gas consumed/
household/ year
Generating potential of
renewable energy sources
No. of conversions
No. of new developments
that incorporate space for
the collection and storage of
recyclable materials
No. of planning permissions
for demolitions that use
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Effect to be
monitored

Maintaining or enhancing
employment opportunities

Indicator(s) to be
used
demolition waste on site
Waste disposal in landfill
Construction and demolition
waste going to landfill
Household waste collected
per person per year (kg)
% household waste
collected which is recycled
Means of travel to work by
modal split
Dwellings within the
preferred distances of
employment sites
Matched release of
employment and housing
land in settlements to ensure
balanced growth
Self-containment for
employment using travel to
work data for main and
smaller towns
Rural diversification – rural
business start-ups lasting
beyond 2 years
Business start-ups lasting
beyond 2 years
Annual net % increase/
decrease in VAT registered
firms
Unemployment rate %

% residents aged 16-74 in
employment working within
5km of home or at home

Mitigation to be
considered

Potential source of
monitoring data and
frequency of
monitoring

Suggested frequency
of review/analysis of
monitoring
data/mitigation

Responsibility for
undertaking
monitoring

H, I, J, K
H, I, K

NCC
NCC

Annual
Annual

NCC
NCC

J

ENC

Annual

ENC

J

ENC

Annual

ENC

O

NOMIS, Census, Travel
Plans
ENC

Census

NOMIS/ ENC/ NCC

Annual

ENC

ENC

Annual

ENC

ENC

Annual

ENC

ENC

Annual

ENC

ENC

Annual

ENC

Department for Business,
Enterprise and Regulatory
Reform, Annual
Nomis: National Statistics,
Labour Market Profile

Annual

Department for Business,
Enterprise and Regulatory
Reform, Annual
ONS

O

O

National Statistics:
Neighbourhood Statistics
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Potential source of
monitoring data and
frequency of
monitoring

Suggested frequency
of review/analysis of
monitoring
data/mitigation

Responsibility for
undertaking
monitoring

Proportion of people of
working age who are in work

Nomis: National Statistics,
Labour Market Profile

Annual

ONS

The diversity of uses within
the centre
Pedestrian flows

ENC

Annual

ENC

NCC Local Transport Plan
(LTP) monitoring
Central Government,
Periodically; Census, NOMIS
Central Government,
Periodically; Census,
NOMIS/ ComPaSS
ENC

Annual

NCC

Annual

Central Government,
Census, NOMIS
Central Government,
NOMIS/ ComPaSS

Annual

ENC

ENC

Annual

ENC

Effect to be
monitored

Indicator(s) to be
used

Retaining and enhancing
the factors which are
conducive to wealth
creation, including
infrastructure and the local
strengths and qualities that
are attractive to visitors
and investors

Average IMD score
Cumulative effect of
supporting and fostering
economic growth and
employment opportunities
and encouraging the
tourism sector, as well as
providing additional
infrastructure within the
Plan Area, increasing the
appeal of the area for
investors, visitors and
residents
Protecting and enhancing
the vitality and viability of
town centres and market
towns

House price/ earnings ratio

Economic activity rate %

New homes developed in
town centre (including
conversions)

Mitigation to be
considered

O
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13. CONCLUSIONS

13.1

Based on the findings of the appraisal of the Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan
it is possible to draw a number of key conclusions. These are set out below.

COMPATIBILITY BETWEEN PLAN AND SA OBJECTIVES
13.2

The compatibility assessment of RNOTP objectives against the SA objectives
indicates that the overall compatibility is relatively good. This is particularly true of the
assessed compatibility against the social and economic dimensions of sustainability.
In contrast, there is a considerable amount of uncertainty against the environmental
SA objectives, with several instances of conflict (in particular against SA objectives
12 (Reduce private car use) and 15 (Reduce flood risk)), which requires clarification
through the translation of the Plan objectives into policy in order to maximise their
potential contribution in sustainability terms

ASSESSMENT OF PLAN POLICIES
Direct Effects
13.3

13.4

The greatest proportion of significantly beneficial effects is associated with the
following Policy Components (relevant sub-sections of the Plan):
♦

2 - Comprehensive Development and Phasing (Plan Policies 3-5)

♦

10 - Employment (Plan Policies 23-24)

♦

11 - Town Centres and Retail (Plan Policy 25)

♦

12 - Tourism (Plan Policies 26-29)

♦

13 - Oundle – Strategy and Allocations (Plan Policies OUN1-OUN6)

♦

14 - Thrapston – Strategy and Allocations (Plan Policies THR1-THR5)

♦

15 - Rural Areas and Small Towns (Plan Policies KCF1, KCF2, NAS1, WAR1,
BC1, DA1)

In terms of the elements of the SA Framework against which the best sustainability
performance has been predicted, there is a clear trend towards the most beneficial
effects being associated with SA objectives in the social and economic dimensions of
sustainability as opposed to the environmental dimension. This is exemplified by the
list of SA objectives against which the greatest proportion of significant beneficial
effects has been identified, which is as follows:
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Significant Beneficial Effects (SBE)
Social SA Objectives:
♦

SA objective 5: To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity (11 SBE)

♦

SA objective 1: To improve accessibility and transport links from residential
areas to key services, facilities and employment areas (9 SBE)

♦

SA objective 7: To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to
enjoy living, working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential
amenity (8 SBE)

♦

SA objective 3: To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social wellbeing, and reduce health disparities between different groups and different areas
(7 SBE)

Environmental SA Objectives:
♦

SA objective 9: To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built environment (9 SBE)

♦

SA objective 16: To ensure the efficient use of land (8 SBE)

Economic SA Objectives:

13.5

13.6

♦

SA objective 22: To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres
and market towns (12 SBE)

♦

SA objective 21: To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to
wealth creation, including infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that
are attractive to visitors and investors (10 SBE)

♦

SA objective 20: To maintain or enhance employment opportunities (8 SBE)

The greatest proportion of significantly adverse effects is associated with the
following Policy Components (relevant sub-sections of the Plan):
♦

12 - Tourism (Plan Policies 26-29)

♦

14 - Thrapston – Strategy and Allocations (Plan Policies THR1-THR5)

♦

13 - Oundle – Strategy and Allocations (Plan Policies OUN1-OUN6)

♦

2 - Comprehensive Development and Phasing (Plan Policies 3-5)

All significant adverse effects are associated with environmental SA objectives, the
greatest proportion of which has been identified against the following three SA
objectives:
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Significant Adverse Effects (SAE)
Environmental SA Objectives:

13.7

♦

SA objective 11: To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases (6 SAE)

♦

SA objective 12: To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to
more sustainable transport modes (5 SAE)

♦

SA objective 8: To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green
infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation (4 SAE)

The appraisal resulted in no significant effects being identified against the following
SA objectives:
♦

SA objective 4: To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

♦

SA objective 17: To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources,
and primary resources including productive soils

Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects
13.8

13.9

The assessment indicated that the Plan performs well in terms of secondary,
cumulative and synergistic effects relating to:
♦

Cumulative effect of supporting and fostering economic growth and employment
opportunities and encouraging the tourism sector, as well as providing additional
infrastructure within the Plan area, increasing the appeal of the area for
investors, visitors and residents; and

♦

Cumulative and synergistic effect of supporting housing and employment
development on improving social cohesion, creating a pleasant living
environment and enhancing local character, with additional benefits for wellbeing and health.

There are also a number of negative secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects
highlighted by the assessment. These include:
♦

Cumulative effect of housing, employment and tourism development on
increasing vehicular traffic; and

♦

Cumulative effect of increasing flood risk by extending the area of impermeable
hard surfaces, and increasing the number of properties at risk.

OVERALL SUMMARY OF SUSTAINABILITY PERFORMANCE
13.10 In general terms, the findings set out above reflect the aims of the Plan, which are
clearly focused on improving the socio-economic performance of the Plan area,
whilst acknowledging the importance of maintaining the environmental assets which
are key to the area’s attractiveness as a place to live and work. The outcome of the
SA demonstrates that the majority of policies are expected to achieve economic
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gains for the Plan area and provide for a range of social needs. Although the Plan
performs well overall against several environmental SA objectives, the SA also
indicates the potential for certain policies to result in negative environmental
outcomes.
13.11 When the effects of the Policy Components are combined, the Plan has been
predicted to deliver significant beneficial social and economic effects in terms of
enhanced employment and housing opportunities, improved attractiveness for
investment and improvements in the viability and vitality of local towns. Largely as a
product of these effects, the SA has also identified the potential for the Plan to deliver
additional benefits in terms of improving accessibility for local residents to services
and employment, improving overall well-being and general health, strengthening
community cohesion and improving the living environment for residents.
Larger Settlements – Oundle and Thrapston
13.12 Whilst the focus on development in the larger settlements is expected to benefit the
majority of social and economic SA objectives, the appraisal indicates there is a
considerable risk that construction, increased built environment, population growth
and higher volumes of traffic associated with additional development may have
adverse effects on some of the environmental SA objectives The majority of
predicted significant adverse effects relate to an increase in traffic volumes and
related negative effects on GHG emissions, air pollution, biodiversity and water
resources.
Rural Areas
13.13 The limited development proposed for the rural areas and small towns is expected to
result in very few negative effects, with significant benefits against most social and
economic SA objectives as well as several of the environmental SA objectives. The
appraisal indicates that the development of tourism in the Plan area is likely to
produce mixed results, with strong economic and social benefits offset by
considerable adverse environmental effects.
General Observations
13.14 In conclusion, the SA indicates that overall the sustainability performance of the Plan
is good in terms of social and economic beneficial effects. The Plan also performs
well overall against several of the environmental SA objectives, in particular those
relating to enhancing local distinctiveness and promoting efficient use of land.
However, a number of potentially adverse effects were identified in respect of the
natural environment, mostly in relation to increased traffic volumes.
13.15 The two key areas of the Plan where potential weaknesses have been identified are
as follows:
♦

Lack of support for sustainable transport initiatives to encourage modal shift; and
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♦

Little support for other measures to address climate change by reducing GHG
emissions, e.g. energy efficiency, renewables and sustainable waste
management.

13.16 It should be noted that the Plan needs to be considered alongside the wider
strategies for the area, which have already established implementation mechanisms
for locally based transport schemes. Given these and other local factors, the Council
has taken the view that the two key areas of weakness in the Plan identified by the
SA (i.e. sustainable transport and other measures to address climate change) may
be considered as peripheral to the DPD’s main role (i.e. site specific allocations), and
that the policies from which they arise attempt to address particular local issues
which have been identified through the Plan preparation process.
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Baseline Information
A.1

This Appendix sets out the findings to date of the baseline data collection exercise
undertaken for the SA process. In particular it was used to gain a fuller understanding
of the issues in the Plan area and to inform the appraisal. However, it is appreciated
that there are some omissions in the information base, which in any case will be
subject to change over time. These omissions will be addressed as soon as possible
and changes will be monitored.

A.2

Observations on the implications for the Plan have been inserted at the end of each
section, indicating ways in which the Plan could impact on the matters identified.

A.3

It should be noted that there was a comprehensive revision of ward boundaries in
May 2007. The Census data set out in the sections below are based on the
boundaries as they were in 2001. As yet there are no data featuring the new
boundaries. It should also be noted that Ringstead Parish is excluded from the Plan
area, falling within the Raunds Plan area. However, Denford, which lies within
Ringstead ward, is included in the Plan area. Data for this ward include Ringstead
Village, which is situated outside the Plan area.
Historic Context

A.4

East Northamptonshire is a local government district in the county of
Northamptonshire, England. Its Council is based in Thrapston and Rushden, which
are the largest towns in the area. Other larger towns include Oundle, Raunds,
Irthlingborough and Higham Ferrers.

A.5

The district was formed on April 1, 1974, under the Local Government Act 1972, by a
merger of the municipal borough of Higham Ferrers, with the urban districts of
Irthlingborough, Oundle, Raunds and Rushden, along with Oundle and Thrapston
Rural District, and Newton Bromswold from Wellingborough Rural District.
Social Characteristics
Population Distribution and Structure

A.6

Table A.1 provides details of the size and distribution of the population, the gender
and age structure. It can be seen that small concentrations of population exist in the
two towns of Oundle and Thrapston, but with the majority spread across the rural
area, mainly resident within the well developed pattern of villages and hamlets. While
there are some significant variations in the age structure across the Plan area, it is
apparent that, as a whole, it is comparable with the situation in England and Wales
and the Region, with slightly more in the 16-64 age range and a little less in the 65+
range. In many ways the age structure of the population is similar to that for the
District of East Northamptonshire as a whole. The age structure for the District is
illustrated by Figure 1.

A.7

The population in the Plan area increased by 18% between 1991 and 2001. The
Office of National Statistics (ONS) has made some population growth predictions for
the Plan area (2003 based sub-national predictions). Based upon the 2005
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population estimate of 27,875, the Plan area is predicted to experience a steady
increase of around 16% to 32,271 in 2021. However, it should be noted that these
forecasts rely on historical trends and demographic analysis and do not take into
account the implications of the Plan. The population density of the Plan area is 1.6
people per hectare (2005 mid year estimate) compared to 2.8 people per hectare in
both Northamptonshire and in the East Midlands.

Table A.1 - Population Distribution and Structure
Area
Great Britain
E. Midlands
E. Northants.
Plan Area
Oundle
Thrapston
King's Forest
Barnwell
Dryden
Lower Nene
Lyveden
Prebendal
Fineshade
Ringstead
Woodford

1991
55,831,400
4011400
21448
3996
4033
2739
1369
1536
1390
1398
1492
1445
2003
1209

Population
2001
58,124,600
4279700
80,700
26544
5345
4855
1893
1952
1805
1932
1826
1741
1633
1678
1884

2006*
58,845,700
4,364,200
84,000

Gender % (2001)
Male Female
49
51
49
51
49
51
49.6
50.4
51
49
50
50
49.5
50.5
49
51
49
51
49.9
50.1
48
52
49
51
49
51
50.5
49.5
50.3
49.7

Age Structure %
0-15 16 - 64
65+
20
62
19
20
62
19
22
61
17
20
64
16
20
61
19
19
65
16
17
62
21
21
65
14
21
64
15
20
65
15
20
65
15
18
64
18
23
63
14
21
65
14
21
65
14

Source: Mid year population estimate, ONS
*Nomis: Official Labour Market Statistics: https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/2038431999/report.aspx
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Figure A.1 - Population Pyramid Showing Male/Female Split in East Northamptonshire
(2001)

Source: 2001 Census, ONS

Ethnicity
A.8

Table A.2 shows the proportion of people in the ‘White’ Ethnic Group category to be
significantly higher in the Plan area than for England and Wales and the Region,
which is generally the case in rural areas. While the relative absence of other groups
may be seen to suggest the ethnic composition of the community is not an issue, it
does indicate a lack of diversity and those members of other groupings may
experience some difficulties as a consequence.
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Table A.2 - Ethnicity 1991 and 2001
Area

Ethnic Group %

Eng. & Wales
E. Midlands
E. Northants.
Plan Area
Oundle
Thrapston
Kings Forest
Barnwell
Dryden
Lower Nene
Lyvden
Prebendal
Fineshade
Ringstead
Woodford

White
2001
1991
91.3
94.1
93.5
95.2
98.3
99
98.6
99.4
97
99.2
98.8
99.3
99.7
99.9
99
99.3
99.1
99.4
99.3
99.6
98.7
99.2
98.1
99.4
99.2
99.3
99.8

Mixed
2001
1991
1.3
1
0.7
0.54
0.9
0.6
0
0.35
0.17
0.5
0.7
0.6
0.9
0.4
0.3

-

Asian/Asian
2001
1991
4.4
3.2
4
3.3
0.4
0.3
0.2
0.2
0.3
0.4
0.2
0.4
0
0
0.35
0.08
0.17
0
0.3
0.28
0.2
0.2
0.4
0.2
0.2
0.2
0

Black/Black
2001
1991
2.1
1
1
1.6
0.3
0.2
0.1
0.2
0.2
0.1
0.06
0.1
0.26
0.05
0.2
0.5
0.17
0.3
0.2
0.06
0.2
0
0.2
0
0.5
0.2
0

Chinese or
2001
1991
0.9
0.6
0.5
0.9
0.4
0.3
0.46
0.2
1.6
0.2
0.34
0.2
0.04
0.05
0.1
0.08
0.3
0.3
0.2
0.06
0.2
0
0.4
0.1
0
0
0.2

Source: 1991 and 2001 Censuses, ONS

Religion
Table A.3 shows that the majority of the residents of the Plan area are identified as
Christian. While this is also the case for England and Wales and the Region, it is
more pronounced for the Plan area. This is not uncommon in largely rural areas,
especially given the ethnicity profile in the case of East Northamptonshire, and may
reflect a further lack of relative diversity within the local community.

Buddhist

Hindu

Jewish

Muslim

Sikh

Other

No religion

Not stated

Table A.3 - Religion %
Area

Christian

A.9

Eng. & Wales
E Midlands
E Northants
Plan Area
Oundle
Thrapston
King’s Forest
Barnwell
Dryden
Lower Nene
Lyveden
Prebendal
Fineshade
Ringstead
Woodford

72
72
73.3
77.2
74.5
74.6
79.8
77.7
79.5
81.2
75.1
79.3
79.1
77.9
79.5

0.3
0.2
0.2
0.3
0.7
0.1
0.3
0
0
0.2
0.2
0.2
0.2
0.2
0.2

1
1.6
0.2
0.1
0
0.2
0.2
0
0.2
0.2
0
0.2
0.2
0.2
0.2

0.5
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.2
0
0.2
0
0.2
0.2
0
0.2
0
0.2
0

3
1.7
0.1
0.1
0.3
0.1
0
0
0
0
0.2
0.2
0
0
0

0.6
0.8
0.1
0.1
0.1
0
0
0.3
0
0
0.3
0
0
0
0

0.3
0.2
0.2
0.2
0.2
0.3
0.2
0.2
0
0.4
0.3
0
0.2
0.3
0.3

14.8
16
17.8
15.2
17.1
17.2
13.6
14.8
13.6
12.3
15.5
14.5
12.6
14.6
13.7

7.6
7.5
8
6.7
6.9
7.6
5.7
7
6.5
5.5
8.4
5.4
7.7
6.6
6.1

Source: 2001 Census, ONS
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A.10

The Plan should:
• Provide for the varying needs of residents and groups within the local community
and ensure accessibility for all to facilities, services and opportunities, redressing
any current imbalance.
Location Character and Settlement Pattern

A.11

The Plan area comprises the northern and central parts of the District of East
Northamptonshire, accounting for almost 85% of its total area and covering 42,978
hectares. It is located in the southern part of the East Midlands Region and, as with
Northamptonshire County as a whole, has functional links with the South East, the
East and the West Midlands Regions, as reflected by its inclusion in the Milton
Keynes and South Midlands (MKSM) Growth Area and its proximity to the LondonStansted-Cambridge-Peterborough Growth Area.

A.12

In many ways, the rural nature of the Plan area distinguishes it from adjacent parts of
East Northamptonshire, the County and the City of Peterborough which, although to
some extent rural in character, tend to be more urban and industrial. However, the
area does have much in common with adjoining parts of Rutland and
Cambridgeshire, which have a similar rural character.

A.13

Oundle and Thrapston are the two main towns in the area and have similar roles as
rural service centres. However, they possess distinct characters and are faced by
different problems, strengths and opportunities for change. Oundle functions as a
traditional market town, serving a large rural hinterland, with close links to the
Peterborough area. It has a strong heritage offer in terms of the built environment;
exploiting the niche visitor and public school role, as well as continuing to serve the
town centre needs and that of its rural hinterland. The town has a weekly market and
a monthly farmers market, which attracts people from a wide area. Thrapston is also
a market town with a weekly street market and a thriving cattle market. The town
centre is in a position to benefit from a growing catchment area as housing growth
comes forward, although its heritage offer, and therefore its potential to attract
visitors, is probably less than Oundle.

A.14

The rural area beyond the two towns is largely comprised of attractive rolling
countryside given over to mixed agriculture and incorporating a well developed and
defined settlement pattern of some 52 traditional villages and hamlets, of varying size
and character.

A.15

The distinctive character of the local vernacular is strongly evident in the two towns
and the rural settlements. They tend to be compact in form, both nucleated and
linear, with numerous stone cottages and other dwellings, many with Collyweston
slate and thatch roofs.

A.16

The Plan should:
• Acknowledge the various functions of settlements, the relationships between
them, including the existing and potential networks between different settlement
types and how this relates to patterns of movement.
• Respect and respond to the influence of the local vernacular in the overall
character and distinctiveness of the built development in the District.
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Transport Accessibility
A.17

The Plan area is well placed in terms of nearby strategic transport infrastructure. The
Midland Mainline Railway, with stations at nearby Kettering and Wellingborough,
provides good north-south connections, including to London, along with the Great
North Eastern Railway (GNER) line accessed at Peterborough. Rail freight
distribution is facilitated by Corby (Eurohub) just to the west of the Plan area,
particularly for access to other parts of Europe.

A.18

The area is highly accessible by road to the rest of the UK and parts of Europe, with
the A14 passing through the south of the Plan area, providing an important east west road link. It gives access to the national motorway network and other primary
roads, i.e. the M1/M6, A1/M11 and the A43/A45, and forms part of the TransEuropean Network of Roads (E30). However, in common with many other essentially
rural areas, the level of bus service is variable and frequently relatively poor. Partly
as a consequence of this, there is a heavy reliance on the use of the private car and
this is reflected in the high proportion of households with access to two or more cars
compared to the position for England and Wales, the Region and the County, as
shown by Table A.4.

A.19

Nevertheless, there is a significant proportion of households without access to a car
and, given the primarily rural nature of the area and the limited public transport
available, there are likely to be problems of isolation and some deprivation
experienced by certain members of the community. Within most rural wards, between
5% and 15% of households have no car. In contrast, in many of the lower income,
urban areas this figure is over 30%, well above the Northamptonshire average of
20.8%. The highest levels of car ownership are in the suburbs of towns. For example,
in the south of Barnwell only 6.91% of households are without a car. This correlates
with the longer journey to work distances from such areas.
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Table A.4 - Car Ownership per Household % (2001)
Area

No car or van

England and Wales
East Midlands
Northamptonshire
East Northants.
Plan Area
Oundle
Thrapston
King's Forest
Barnwell
Dryden
Lower Nene
Lyveden
Prebendal
Fineshade
Ringstead
Woodford

26.79%
24.25%
20.84%
16.07%
12.14%
15.46%
11.75%
10.86%
6.91%
11.08%
7.51%
13.48%
10.56%
14.86%
10.78%
15.74%

1 car or van

2 cars or vans 3 cars or vans

43.80%
44.45%
42.50%
42.06%
37.97%
43.04%
39.45%
38.74%
31.42%
37.42%
36.77%
36.84%
33.52%
39.44%
35.18%
35.35%

23.53%
25.24%
29.19%
33.23%
38.96%
33.76%
40.49%
38.35%
46.41%
39.90%
42.11%
37.74%
41.69%
35.69%
42.66%
35.87%

4.51%
4.67%
5.71%
6.42%
8.09%
5.57%
6.13%
9.55%
10.04%
8.34%
10.81%
9.24%
10.56%
7.78%
8.08%
9.81%

Source: 2001 Census, ONS

Figure A.2: Percentage of Households (2001) with no Car Ownership

Source: 2001 Census, ONS
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cars or vans
1.38%
1.39%
1.76%
2.22%
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2.16%
2.18%
2.49%
5.22%
3.26%
2.80%
2.70%
3.66%
2.22%
3.29%
3.23%
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A.20

The Plan should:
• Acknowledge the transport plans and policies for the wider area and the region to
ensure the development of an integrated, robust and cohesive sustainable
transport system.
• Seek, in particular, to reduce the need to travel and promote accessibility for all,
with the development of a sustainable transport system, which promotes
alternatives to the use of the private car.
Leisure and Recreation Provision

A.21

Much of the leisure and recreation provision in the District is directed at meeting the
needs of the local community, although in some cases it has a dual function by
providing a visitor attraction or facility. There is a concentration of provision in Oundle
and Thrapston, but with some facilities in villages primarily meeting local needs, while
others provide opportunities for countryside recreation. Gaps nevertheless exist in
provision and accessibility in both Oundle and Thrapston, as can be expected in a
rural area. To some extent these shortfalls are met by nearby facilities beyond the
Plan area. These include cinemas and theatres, theme parks, leisure centres, clubs,
sports facilities and catering establishments in Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and
Rushden, while further such facilities can be accessed in the wider area, for example
at Northampton and Peterborough.

A.22

The environmental infrastructure and cultural assets of the wider area also comprise
a valuable recreation and leisure asset for the Plan area, including extensive tracts of
attractive countryside, various Country Parks and prominent sites of historic
importance such as Rockingham Castle, Boughton House and Deene Park.

A.23

An ‘Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study’ has been produced for the District. It
provides a record and assessment of such facilities in the Plan area, together with
recommendations for improving provision. Thrapston Memorial Park is highlighted as
a park of particular value to be protected and enhanced.

A.24

The study indicates that all residents within Thrapston, Oundle and the South Urban
Area are located within the recommended local standard of 15 minutes drive (5
miles) of an outdoor sports facility. The assessment of accessibility to outdoor sport
facilities indicates that the highest scoring site is Herne Road Playing Fields in
Oundle (Site ID 147) which scored 80%. Another site in Thrapston, Castle Playing
Fields and Cricket Ground (Site ID 29), is also considered to be good in terms of
access, scoring over 70%. However, both Thrapston and Oundle areas are outside
the recommended catchment area of indoor sports halls. The study concludes that
there may remain further demand for sports hall provision within the authority area to
meet the quantitative standard and consideration should therefore be given to
generating dual use agreements in these areas.

A.25

The study quality benchmarking for outdoor facilities shows that one sports facility
was rated as very good (90-100%): Thrapston Bowling Green (Site ID 22) – 90%; two
facilities were rated as good (70-90%): Green Lane Tennis Courts, Thrapston (Site ID
32) – 88.6% and Oundle Bowling Club (Site ID 118) – 86%; and one facility was
evaluated as poor (30-50%): Oundle Tennis Courts (Site ID 110) - 40%.
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A.26

The majority of residents of Oundle are within the recommended catchment area of a
pool (The Nene Centre, Thrapston). However, the increased use of the Oundle
School Pool is desirable as it would enhance the number of residents who can
access pools and reduce potential programming issues at Thrapston Pool.

A.27

The Plan should:
• Help strengthen and enhance Oundle and Thrapston as a focus for leisure and
recreation, including the contribution that the facilities make to the regeneration of
both towns, their viability and vitality and their respective centres, in a manner
which recognises the relationships between settlements, within and beyond the
Plan area.
• Support the retention and enhancement of recreation and leisure facilities and
associated services in towns and villages to meet the needs of the local
community.
• Help maximise the communities’ accessibility to recreation and leisure facilities,
in a manner that recognises the relationships between settlements, within and
beyond the Plan area.
• Help realise the economic benefits of leisure and tourism, where it is consistent
with safeguarding the environment and amenity and does not conflict with other
aspects of social and economic sustainability.
Housing

A.28

Table A.5 shows the type and tenure of the accommodation provided in the Plan area
in 2001. More recent figures compiled by the Council show that the Plan area had a
dwelling stock of 11,786 in 2005. The major focus of housing development has been
Oundle and Thrapston, with 2,124 and 2,246 dwellings respectively, although
collectively the rural area beyond accounts for a larger proportion of the dwelling
stock, amounting to 7,416 units, primarily accommodated in villages. Most of the
dwelling stock in the Plan area in 2001 comprised detached and semi detached
houses, followed by terraced properties. In common with most rural areas, the
number of flats and apartments is relatively insignificant. For England and the
Region, the proportion of terraced properties and flats/apartments is generally more
significant.

A.29

Owner occupation in the Plan area is the predominant form of tenure by some
margin, with public and private rented now less significant, although private rented
and particularly public rented via housing associations, are relatively more important
than for England and the Region. Conversely, the proportion of public rented from the
Local Authority is far less for the Plan area than for England and the Region.

A.30

In terms of socially rented accommodation, i.e. rented from a Housing Association or
Registered Social Landlord, with a high percentage of owner occupied households
throughout East Northamptonshire, the figure is expectedly low at 14.3%. In
comparison, the figures for the East Midlands and England and Wales stand at
17.51% and19.27% respectively.
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Terrace

Flat/Appt

Owner
Occupied

Private
Rented

Public
Rent LA

Public
Rent HA

2,028
2,001
10,431
1.8 m
21.26m

Oundle
Thrapston
Plan Area
E Midlands
England

Housing Tenure %
Semi Det

Dwelling Type %
Detached

No of
Dwellings

Table A.5 - Dwelling and Housing Tenure 2001
Area

46.6
43.9
48.4
32.2
22.5

25.7
32.4
28.1
36.3
31.6

17.9
17.2
17.6
21.3
25.8

9.8
6.45
5.8
9.8
19.7

72.4
81.1
73.1
72.2
68.7

10.2
5.5
10.1
8.3
9.9

4
3.8
4.2
13.8
13.2

13.4
9.6
12.6
5.7
8.2

Notes: No. of dwellings equates to household spaces Housing tenure relates to households
Source: 2001 Census, ONS National Neighbourhood Statistics

Figure A.3: Percentage of Households (2001) Owned by Residents
78.00
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Source: ENC and 2001 Census, ONS

Figure A.4: Percentage of Households (2001) Socially Rented
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17.14
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Source: ENC and 2001 Census, ONS
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A.31

Within the East Northamptonshire District since April 2000 Thrapston has shown
substantial growth. Oundle has experienced housing growth, although at a slightly
slower rate. Both areas have increased their housing stock since April 2000. Of the
villages King’s Cliffe has experienced an element of growth since 2000. Whilst the
vast majority of villages within East Northamptonshire have experienced at least
some form of housing growth, Warmington has witnessed significant growth with 37
completions since 2000.

Figure A.5: Houses Completed Between 1 April 2000 and 31 March 2004

Source: East Northamptonshire Council

A.32

In 2004 the Council commissioned a Housing Needs Survey. It confirmed that the
need for affordable housing was an important issue in Oundle, Thrapston and the
villages. This need has arisen as a consequence of the substantial increase in house
prices caused, to a large extent, by in migration to an attractive rural area, disparities
in relative affluence and an inability of certain members of the community to
effectively compete in the local housing market. These housing demand factors have
been compounded by limitations on housing supply arising from the rural character of
the area, with its relatively dispersed population and shortage of facilities, services
and opportunities, as well as the environmental constraints that prevail. For example,
the attractive appearance and character of the settlements in rural areas often makes
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it difficult to seek to satisfy affordable housing needs, without detracting from their
contribution to visual amenity. Furthermore, any potential for development that does
exist is often limited to infill developments and small groups of dwellings often falling
below the threshold at which affordable housing contributions could be sought under
current policies. While rural exception sites may provide some opportunities, this is
often limited by environmental considerations.
A.33

Average house prices for East Northamptonshire from the Land Registry of England
and Wales for the period April – June 2007 were £185,799, compared to the East
Midlands and England and Wales averages of £168,146 and £179,499 respectively.

A.34

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation found that in 2003 the house price to income ratio
for the East Midlands area was 3.42 compared to an England average of 4.11.
Although the ratio is below the English average it still means that the average house
price is beyond the reach of those in lower income groups. Furthermore, this ratio
does not take account of the inherent skew associated with the average wages in the
District. Thus, the actual affordability ratio for those on the lowest incomes will be
considerably less favourable.

A.35

As a consequence of the lack of affordable housing, many people are unable to
continue residing in rural areas and move to urban areas to seek improved housing
opportunities, better access to facilities and services and a wider range of
employment opportunities. This can impinge upon the vitality, viability and
sustainability of rural communities, which exhibit less diversity as a consequence and
suffer further decline in the level of services, facilities and employment opportunities
that are available.

A.36

The percentage of households in the District on local authority housing registers who
were registered as statutorily homeless in 2004/05 was 6.9% - below the English
average of 7.8%.

A.37

The Plan should:
• Make provision for delivering affordable housing in both urban and rural areas, for
identified local need, in the most sustainable sites.
• Support initiatives such as ‘exception sites’ for rural affordable housing delivery.
• Retain affordable housing in perpetuity and policies that promote development
through a Registered Social Landlord and use of planning obligations.
• Give clear definition on what the authority considers to be affordable in the Plan
area in terms of the relationship between local income levels and house prices or
rents for different types of households.
• Seek to ensure housing developments in both urban and rural areas should
promote social inclusion.
• Ensure that affordable housing in rural areas is appropriately located, of the right
tenure, and of a high quality design and correct scale, to fit into the surrounding
built and natural environment.
Health

A.38

There is no hospital provision within the Plan area. However, Kettering General
Hospital serves a wide catchment area, including the Plan area, which is also served
by hospital provision at Peterborough and Stamford. Some specialist hospital
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services are available at Wellingborough and Rushden. In general it is considered
that this hospital provision gives the local community reasonably good access to
emergency and specialist health facilities.
A.39

There are four doctors’ surgeries in the Plan area, including one each at Oundle and
Woodford and two at Thrapston. The only optician’s practice and dentist in the Plan
area are at Thrapston. A pharmacy is available in Thrapston and two in Oundle. The
availability of and accessibility to these health facilities in the Plan area can therefore
at best be considered to be variable and relatively poor for residents of the more rural
areas. However, it should be noted that facilities in neighbouring towns, just beyond
the Area, contribute towards meeting the community’s needs.

A.40

According to the 2001 Census, life expectancy for the residents of the District for
those born between 2001 and 2003 is 79.4. Table A.6 shows life expectancy for
males to be 77.3 years and 81.5 years for females. This is marginally better than for
the Region and England and Wales (see Table A.6).

A.41

Table A.7 shows that 73% of residents in the Plan area consider their health to be
good and this figure is exceeded in both Oundle and Thrapston. This situation is
significantly better than that for the District as a whole, the Region and England and
Wales. Only 7.2% of East Northamptonshire’s population described their health as
‘not good’ (see Figures 2 and 3). This compares favourably to the Northamptonshire
figure of 7.5% and the national average of 9.0%. With regard to long term illness a
similar picture is apparent with 14% of residents in the Plan area suffering from a
long term illness, with even lower percentages for Oundle and Thrapston. The rate
for the Plan area is lower than the District figure and significantly less than for the
Region and England and Wales.

Table A.6 - Health

Source: 2001 Census, ONS and Home Office, 2003
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-

Eng. & Wales

Thrapston
-

East Midlands

-

East Northants

Life expectancy at birth (Male)
Life expectancy at birth (Female)
Death Rates
Teen pregnancies per 1000 pop

Plan Area

Area
Oundle

Indicator

77.3
81.5
103
-

76.3
80.5
101
56.1

76.1
80.7
100
59.7
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Table A.7 - Health (2001)
Area

Eng. & Wales
East Midlands
Northamptonshire
East Northants.
Plan Area
Oundle
Thrapston
King’s Forest
Barnwell
Dryden
Lower Nene
Lyvden
Prebendal
Fineshade
Ringstead
Woodford

General Health %
Fairly
Long-term
Good
Good Not Good illness %
68.55
22.23
9.22
18.23
67.58
23.27
9.14
18.41
70.63
21.9
7.47
15.51
70.63
22.17
7.2
15.2
72.9
20.51
6.57
14.42
76.2
17.92
5.87
13.36
74.69
19.11
6.2
12.58
70.89
22.24
6.87
16.43
74.64
19.52
5.84
13.68
75.18
19.28
5.54
14.9
75.05
18.74
6.21
13.15
72.29
20.97
6.74
15.44
72.6
20.62
6.78
14.13
70.48
23.15
6.37
15.55
70.44
21.51
8.05
14.6
69.75
22.51
7.75
14.6

Source: 2001 Census, ONS

Figure A.6: Percentage of the Population (2001) Describing Their Health as ‘Not Good’
10.00
9.14

9.03
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9.00
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Source: ENC and 2001 Census, ONS
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Figure A.7: Percentage of the Population (2001) Describing Their Health as ‘Not
Good’, by Location

Source: 2001 Census, ONS

A.42

The Plan should:
• Seek to improve accessibility to health facilities particularly for the residents of
the more remote rural parts of the Area and for other disadvantaged groups.
• Work in partnership with deliverers of other services to ensure health and
accessibility to health facilities are improved.
• Address the contribution the planning system can make towards delivering
healthier environments through, for example, sustainable transport systems, the
provision of sport and leisure facilities, building design and ensuring accessibility
for all.
Crime

A.43

Crime and the fear of crime can undermine the quality of life and social cohesion. A
wide range of factors have implications for levels of crime and the fear of crime and
planning can make a considerable contribution to reducing both. This can include the
provision of community facilities, support for wealth creation in the local community
and guidance for the design of development.
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A.44

Table A.8 shows that rates of crime in the Plan area per 1,000 population are lower
than for the District as a whole, the County and England and Wales. Theft from motor
vehicles and violent crimes account for more than 20 crimes per 1,000 population,
which Table A.9 shows is less than for England and Wales, particularly in the case of
the latter.

Table A.8 - Crime In East Northamptonshire April 2003 – March 2004
Area

Oundle
Thrapston
Plan Area
East Northants
Northamptonshire
England And Wales

No. Of
Crimes
303
428
1,624
6,151
78,571
6,533,205

Population Crimes per
(2001
1000
Census)
Population
5,345
56.69
4,855
88.16
26,544
61.18
76,550
80.35
629,676
124.78
58,124,600
112.4

District/
Borough
Rank

County Rank

8
6

67
54

Source: ComPaSS Unit

Table A.9 - Rates of Incidence of Crime in East Northamptonshire
April 2003 - March 2004
Crime

East Northants. England And
(Per 1000
Wales (Per
Population)
1000
Population)
80.35
112.4
3.5
15.5
9.12
11.3
3.53
5.5
12.3
22.6

All Reported Incidents
Domestic Burglaries
Theft from Motor Vehicles
Theft of Motor Vehicles
Violent Crimes
Source: ComPaSS Unit, Home Office Crime Stats and ENC

A.45

The Plan should:
• Promote the creation of wealth in the community through the development of a
sustainable economy with access to employment for all.
• Ensure the provision of a range of services and facilities which meet the needs of
the community and are accessible to all.
• Promote well-designed places which contribute to minimising crime and where
people feel safe and secure, thereby reducing the fear of crime.
Education

A.46

Table A.10 shows that two of the primary schools in the Plan area are operating
beyond their net capacity, while six more are at, or within 25 places of their capacity
figures. Some schools are operating at capacity. While greater spare capacity exists
at secondary level, the surplus is relatively modest at Thrapston.
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Table A.10 - Schools Capacity
Net
Capacity

Jan-05

1201

1130

1129

72

499
796

427
692

467
639

32
157

112
90
75
112
75
225
85
450
75
75

117
48
69
95
65
239
69
424
64
51

126
35
72
97
64
255
61
400
52
50

-14
55
3
15
11
-30
24
50
23
25

OUNDLE (3 Tier) -Secondary (Upper)
Prince William School
OUNDLE (3 Tier) -Secondary (Middle)
The King John M, Thrapston
Oundle & Kings Cliffe M
OUNDLE (3 Tier) - Primary (Lower)
Trinity CE L, Aldwincle
Easton Garfords P
Glapthorn CE L
Kings Cliffe L
Nassington P
Oundle CE P
Polebrook CE P
Thrapston P
Titchmarsh CE P
Warmington P

Jan-10 Surplus (+),
Deficit (-)

Source: Northamptonshire CC School Organisation Plan 2003-8, September 2005

A.47

While there are no further education establishments available within the Plan area, it
is well served by those located nearby at Corby, Kettering, Peterborough, Stamford
and Wellingborough. In this regard, the Tresham Institute is a notable provider. With
regard to university facilities, these are available within a reasonable distance at
Cambridge, Cranfield, De Montfort, Leicester, Northampton, Loughborough and
Nottingham and trends indicate that many young people chose to move away from
home for university education.

A.48

The proportion of people in the Plan area with no qualifications is significantly less
than for the County as a whole, the Region and England and Wales, and the figure
for Oundle is substantially lower, as shown by Table A.11. With regard to the
proportion of people with qualifications at Level 4/5 (degree and above) the reverse is
generally true, although the figure for Thrapston is more comparable to that for the
District as a whole, the Region and England and Wales. These figures demonstrate
that the population of the Plan area generally has the benefit of being relatively well
qualified.
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Table A.11 - Education by Qualification Level (2001)
Area
Eng. and Wales
East Midlands
Northamptonshire
East Northants.
Oundle
Thrapston
King’s Forest
Barnwell
Dryden
Lower Nene
Lyveden
Prebendal
Fineshade
Ringstead
Woodford

No. of qualifications per % of people aged 16 - 74
No/Unknown
1
2
3
35.99%
16.63%
19.36%
8.26%
39.08%
17.69%
18.79%
7.81%
36.32%
18.78%
20.93%
7.38%
35.49%
19.16%
22.09%
6.82%
24.06%
13.70%
26.51%
7.27%
32.12%
19.40%
22.55%
7.75%
30.92%
14.79%
22.12%
7.03%
24.91%
13.69%
24.42%
8.40%
32.60%
15.58%
19.45%
9.12%
26.21%
13.42%
21.02%
7.95%
31.83%
14.03%
21.86%
7.46%
27.14%
15.75%
21.81%
7.84%
32.84%
15.17%
21.23%
7.63%
38.03%
16.23%
20.98%
6.15%
39.62%
15.38%
19.67%
5.73%

4 or 5
19.75%
16.63%
16.60%
16.44%
28.46%
18.18%
25.15%
28.58%
23.25%
31.39%
24.82%
27.46%
23.13%
18.61%
19.59%

Source: 2001 Census, ONS

A.49

The Plan should:
• Address the need for school accommodation to meet the needs of the local
community and support any expansion of provision in the most sustainable
locations, taking into account the capacity of existing schools and the need to
maximise accessibility in both urban and rural areas, wherever possible.
• Consider how it can contribute to enhancing accessibility for all to further
education and training opportunities, including the potential for attracting people
to the area for higher education.
Deprivation

A.50

The 2004 Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) shows that overall the Plan area does
not experience significant deprivation compared to other parts of the County, the
Region or England. However, pockets of deprivation could exist in the principal towns
and also in the rural areas where due to the dispersal of settlements, people can
experience difficulties in accessing services, facilities and employment opportunities.
This is likely to be more of an issue for those members of the local community who
do not have access to a car.
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Table A.12 - Average Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004
East
Northamptonshire
Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Average IMD 2004
Score of SOAs
within Ward
21.69
15.34
15.12
13.42
13.16
13.03
11.94
10.81
10.61
10.18
10.16
10.08
9.03
9
8.69
8.45
8.09
7.5
6.79
6.56

Ward
Rushden East
Rushden West
Irthlingborough
Rushden North
Higham Ferrers
Kings Forest
Prebendal
Raunds Windmill
Dryden
Barnwell
Lyveden
Woodford
Ringstead
Fineshade
Lower Nene
Rushden South
Raunds Saxon
Thrapston
Stanwick
Oundle

Source: Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, Indices of Deprivation, 2004

A.51

The Plan should:
• Focus upon reducing relative deprivation, by promoting the provision of and
access to facilities, services and opportunities for all.
• Acknowledge the problems associated with population dispersal, accessibility,
isolation and disadvantage in rural areas and develop the interdependence of
rural communities and their relationship with nearby towns.
• Enable non-planning delivery mechanisms to focus on and satisfy the needs of
the local community.
Environment and Natural Resources

Ecology and Biodiversity
A.52

Changing agricultural, forestry and river management practices, urban expansion,
road development, mineral extraction, pollution, water abstraction and climate
change have had a dramatic effect on the ecology and biodiversity of the Plan area.
There has been a steady decline in the areas that can be defined as semi-natural
habitats of wildlife importance and those that have survived are often small and
fragmented. The following key statistics illustrate the most recent changes across the
County which, to varying degrees, are likely to be reflected within the Plan area:
•
•

Since 1947 over 64% of the Ancient Woodlands have been lost.
Between the mid-1980s and the mid-1990s around 10% of the surviving wildlife
rich meadows have disappeared.
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•

A.53

Since 1900 more than 99% of semi-natural neutral grassland has been
destroyed; 94 species of plant, 8 species of lichen, 3 species of mammal, 14
species of bird, 16 species of butterfly, 13 species of moth and 3 species of
grasshopper have become extinct.

Today, the wildlife of the Plan area comprises those plants and animals that have
adapted to these dramatic changes, or have thrived in a wide variety of habitats, by
taking advantage of the new landscapes created over time. The Biodiversity Action
Plan for Northamptonshire (BAP) identifies the range of habitats that remain in the
County, subdividing them by broad habitat types, as recorded in Schedule 1. These
collectively comprise the biodiversity resource. To varying degrees they are all
represented in the Plan area.

Table A.13 - Northamptonshire BAP Priority Habitats
Rivers and Wetlands:

Trees and Woodlands:

Farmland:

Dry Grasslands and Heaths:

Towns and Villages:

Rivers and Streams
Open Standing Water
Reedbeds and Swamps
Wet and Marshy Grassland
Springs and Flushes
Lowland Mixed Woodland
Wet Woodland
Lowland Wood-Pasture and Parkland
Cropped Land
Field Margins and Beetle Banks
Hedgerows
Lowland Calcareous Grassland
Acid Grassland and Heathland
Lowland Neutral Grassland
Road Verges
Quarries and Gullets
The Built Environment
Urban Forest and Greenspace

Source: Northamptonshire County Council

A.54

The Sustainability Appraisal for the Core Strategy for North Northamptonshire
identifies the nationally and locally designated nature conservation sites and habitats
across the Plan area. These include Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs),
National Nature Reserves (NNRs), Local Nature Reserves (LNRs), and County
Wildilife Sites (CWS). Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological Sites
(RIGS) are also included. These are broadly concentrated along the Rivers Nene and
across the Rockingham Forest Character Area.

A.55

A recent study relating to the River Nene from Northampton to Thrapston has
highlighted its significance for wintering birds. It is likely that a number of lakes will be
put forward for designation as SSSIs and potentially as a Special Protection Area
(SPA).

A.56

The Appropriate Assessment screening completed in December 2007 for Nene
Valley Gravel Pits potential SPA/ potential Ramsar and Rutland Water SPA/Ramsar
site indicated that there is no significant effect from the Plan, either alone or in-
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combination on both internationally important sites. Any specific development
proposals would need to take account of the recommendations of this assessment.
A.57

A target in the Government’s Public Service Agreement aims to ensure 95% of SSSIs
are in favourable or recovering condition by 2010. The proportion within the Plan area
is yet to be determined, but for North Northamptonshire the figure is 55%, compared
to 69% for the County. The condition of many of the County Wildlife Sites is unknown
as many have not been surveyed for 10 years. A project to re-survey is underway.
The Plan should:
• Seek to protect, enhance, increase and improve the quality of wildlife habitats to
achieve a net gain in biodiversity within urban and rural areas, including
designated sites and, where possible, other resources of importance for nature
conservation, e.g. greenways, allotments and gardens.
• Acknowledge as appropriate the Biodiversity Action Plan for Northamptonshire
and take full account of the effects of development on BAP listed species.
• Prevent the further fragmentation of habitats and, where possible, aid the
aggregation of habitats, such as lowland heaths.
• Ensure the habitat value of the built environment as hibernation or breeding
locations is fully taken into account in the consideration of development
proposals.
• Take into account the potential ecological designations in the Nene Valley.

Landscape
A.58

The landscape is an important element of the cultural heritage that can contribute to
biodiversity and amenity to those living near or within them.

A.59

A landscape character assessment is currently being undertaken of the County for
Northamptonshire County Council and comprises part of the Northamptonshire
Environmental Characterisation Project, aiming to deliver a comprehensive,
integrated, robust and transparent landscape characterisation, focussing on the
contemporary, historic and ecological landscape.

A.60

The character assessment process builds on the Countryside Character and Natural
Area approach developed by the Countryside Agency and English Nature (now
Natural England) and is an objective appraisal, with no judgement made of a
particular landscape’s value or quality. However, attention is given to identifying
characteristics that are distinctive, rare or special.

A.61

Details of the Character Areas and draft Landscape Character Assessment for the
Plan area are recorded in the Sustainability Appraisal for the Core Spatial Strategy
for North Northamptonshire.

A.62

The Plan should:
• Ensure new development respects specific landscape qualities and
distinctiveness and does not harm features of importance for the historic and
cultural heritage and ecology.
• Ensure the assessment informs the location, scale, form and design of new
development, as well as the use of materials and is sympathetic to the character
of the natural and built landscape environment.
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Cultural Heritage
A.63

Listed Buildings (Grades I, II and II*), Ancient Monuments, Registered Parks and
Gardens, Conservation Areas and areas of Ridge and Furrow are essential
components of the cultural heritage of the Plan area, making a major and varying
contribution to its local character and distinctiveness. Such features are distributed
across the Plan area and particularly important historical assets include Lyvden New
Build, Lilford Hall, Deene Park, and Fotheringhay Church and Castle, as well as
Rockingham Forest, which is partly within the Plan area and comprises a former
hunting forest. Despite the broad spread of features, the historic town of Oundle
contains a particularly important concentration. Details of the important heritage
features of the Plan area are included in the Sustainability Appraisal for the Core
Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire.

A.64

It is important to monitor listed buildings at risk, which are held on a register
published by English Heritage. So far as the Plan area is concerned, there are only
four such buildings, as follows:
•
•
•
•

A.65

Apethorpe Hall, Apethorpe Park, Apethorpe
Blatherwyke Stables, Blatherwyke
Dovecote north west of Apethorpe Hall, Apethorpe Park, Apethorpe
Dovecote on site of Manor House and Gardens, Wakerley

A summary of listed buildings in the Plan area is shown in Table A.14.
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Table A.14 - Listed Buildings Summary October 2007
Parish
Aldwincle

Ward (pre May 2007)
Dryden

Apethorpe
Ashton
Barnwell
Benefield
Blatherwycke
Brigstock
Bulwick
Clopton
Collyweston
Cotterstock
Deene
Deenethorpe
Denford
Duddington with Fineshade
Easton on the Hill
Fotheringhay
Glapthorn
Great Addington
Harringworth
Hemington
Islip
King's Cliffe
Laxton
Lilford cum Wigsthorpe
Little Addington
Lowick & Slipton
Luddington
Lutton
Nassington
Oundle
Pilton
Polebrook
Southwick
Stoke Doyle
Sudborough
Tansor
Thorpe Achurch
Thrapston
Thurning
Titchmarsh
Twywell
Wadenhoe
Wakerley
Warmington
Woodford
Woodnewton
Yarwell
TOTAL

Prebendal
Lower Nene
Barnwell
Lyveden
King's Forest
Lyveden
King's Forest
Barnwell
Fineshade
Lower Nene
King's Forest
King's Forest
Ringstead
Fineshade
Fineshade
Lower Nene
Lower Nene
Woodford
King's Forest
Barnwell
Dryden
King's Forest
King's Forest
Barnwell
Woodford
Dryden
Barnwell
Lower Nene
Prebendal
Oundle
Dryden
Barnwell
Prebendal
Dryden
Lyveden
Lower Nene
Barnwell
Thrapston
Barnwell
Barnwell
Dryden
Dryden
Fineshade
Lower Nene
Woodford
Prebendal
Prebendal

Source: East Northamptonshire Council
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Grade I Grade II* Grade II
4
0
29
2
0
2
0
0
1
2
0
0
2
1
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
2
0
1
1
0
1
1
4
0
1
2
4
0
1
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
1
1
2
0
0
41

0
0
1
2
1
2
2
0
1
0
1
0
0
2
2
0
1
1
1
1
0
1
2
0
0
10
1
0
1
11
1
0
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
1
1
0
1
1
1
1
57

32
39
31
40
8
43
26
4
28
17
22
8
9
27
49
18
8
8
27
2
23
79
15
9
9
55
1
8
30
158
9
21
9
12
23
9
10
30
3
32
8
36
14
26
17
22
24
1167

Total
33
34
39
34
42
9
46
30
4
29
19
24
8
10
29
52
18
9
9
30
3
24
81
17
10
10
69
2
9
33
173
10
22
11
13
24
10
12
31
3
33
9
37
15
28
20
23
25
1265
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A.66

The Northamptonshire Historic Landscape Character Assessment is a parallel study
to the Landscape Character Assessment of the contemporary landscape. This
important piece of work provides a detailed analysis of the cultural dimension of the
landscape and allows for an understanding of the historic structure of the landscape,
mapping the dynamics of change over a long period of time. The findings of the
assessment will be integrated with the contemporary Landscape Character
Assessment and other datasets to formulate the combined area character map.
Details of the important heritage landscape of the Plan area are included in the
Sustainability Appraisal for the Core Strategy for North Northamptonshire.

A.67

The Plan should:
• Ensure that all proposals for development take into account the historic built
environment and ensure that development will help maintain and, where
appropriate, improve the quality of the environment.
Air Quality

A.68

In the UK, air quality is assessed against the National Air Quality Standards
objectives. Standards are set for benzene, 1,3-Butadiene, carbon monoxide, lead,
nitrogen dioxide, ozone, particulates (PM10) and sulphur dioxide. Where monitoring
of air quality in an area shows that it is unlikely to meet the standards then an Air
Quality Management Area (AQMA) is designated and an Air Quality Action Plan
prepared. No such areas have been designated in the Plan area, although this is not
to say that air quality is not an important issue to consider.

A.69

Poor air quality not only affects human health. It can also affect many wildlife habitats
and species, e.g. lichens can be severely affected by air quality.

A.70

Some pollutants are readily dispersed in the atmosphere and their concentrations
decrease rapidly away from the emission source. However, secondary pollutants,
which are formed from reactions in the air from primary pollutants, can affect large
areas far from their sources (e.g. NO2, ozone).

A.71

The main sources of pollution are road transport, energy generation, industrial
processes and domestic emissions. Overall, energy generation, through the burning
of carbon based fuels, is the main source of pollution.

A.72

Road transport is the fastest growing source of UK emissions and the main
contributor to levels of all pollutants covered by the National Air Quality Standards,
except sulphur dioxide and lead. Traffic emissions can be reduced by developing a
more sustainable transport system that reduces the need to travel and promotes
alternatives to the use of the private car including public transport improvement. Air
pollutants associated with road use include:
•
•
•
•

particulate matter that can cause localised poor air quality and detrimental effects
on respiratory heath;
nitrogen dioxide produced in all combustion in air;
carbon monoxide with negative health impacts; and
benzene and 1,3 – butadiene which are recognised carcinogens.
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A.73

Air quality in Northamptonshire is generally in line with air quality targets and there
are no AQMAs. Recent monitoring has recognised one location is in exceedence of
the targets as a result of road traffic. The latest Local Air Quality Management Report
(January 2007) indicated that East Northamptonshire had until April 2007 to decide
whether to designate an AQMA following the finding that the annual mean NO2
concentration in the vicinity of Newton Road crossroad, Rushden, exceeded the Air
Quality Strategy objective. Air quality objectives for all other pollutants were met.

A.74

The Plan should:
• Seek to reduce motorised road traffic.
• Seek to ensure development is energy efficient, to reduce the use of fossil fuels.
• Seek to ensure the exposure of development to radon is reduced.
• Ensure sensitive development is not located near sources of air pollution, e.g.
busy roads and industrial sites with polluting emissions to air.
• Increase the proportion of electricity generated from renewable sources, e.g.
solar, wind, geothermal and biomass.
Flood Risk

A.75

Flooding can result in extensive damage to property and constitute a significant
threat to community safety, as demonstrated by past events in the area. The
hydrology of the area is dominated by the River Nene and its tributaries, with the
main river flowing south west to north east across the area. The River Welland is also
a major hydrological feature in the north. Indicative flood plains and major river
channels are shown in the Sustainability Appraisal for the Core Spatial Strategy for
North Northamptonshire.

A.76

The East Northamptonshire Council Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Stage 2
(September 2006) allows identification of the areas that are most at risk and offers
opportunities to establish creative solutions. Lower lying areas are at risk of flooding
and will be subject to appropriate management proposals. All new developments
have the potential to explore opportunities to minimise surface water run-off, primarily
through the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SUDS).

A.77

The Authority is currently in the process of obtaining information on the level of usage
of sustainable drainage and water conservation technology.

A.78

The Plan should:
• Ensure that development avoids locations liable to flood, or which could create or
exacerbate a risk of flooding elsewhere, unless no suitable alternative exists and
adequate mitigation measures are proposed.
• Encourage the integration of SUDS in new development and redevelopment
proposals.
Water Quality and Conservation

A.79

Information on the quality of water within the Plan area is primarily collected by the
Environment Agency, which deals with strategic water resource planning and
management, the regulation of effluent discharges and water abstractions from public
water companies. The provision of a clean and reliable supply of water is the
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responsibility of Anglian Water Services Limited, which is subject to regulation by the
Drinking Water Inspectorate.
A.80

Anglian Water Services Limited is largely responsible for the sewerage system and
the treatment of sewage in the area in accordance with legislative controls. Both
sewerage system and the treatment of sewage are potential sources of
contamination, e.g. discharges of untreated effluent can occur from emergency and
storm over flows from sewerage systems, while discharges from sewage treatment
works may contain a range of pollutants. However, much of the pollution of surface
waters, especially pollution of nitrates and phosphates, arises from agriculture,
accounting for 11% of all water pollution incidents in England and Wales. Such
pollution is beyond the control of the planning system.

A.81

The Government’s River Quality Objectives (RQO) seek to improve water quality in
the UK, with 91% of rivers being of at least ‘good’ water quality by 2005.
Environment Agency data can identify which stretches of water are in decline and
which are meeting high standards.

A.82

The following has been taken from the Environment Agency’s website for the East
Midlands. Of the 3,500 km of watercourses monitored in 2005:
•
•
•
•
•

94% of these had good or fair chemical quality;
97% had good or fair biological quality;
58% had high or very high nitrate levels and 61% had high or excessively high
phosphate levels;
76% of watercourses achieved their River Quality Objective (RQO); and
10% had significant failures of their RQO.
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Table A.15 - East Northants. River Water Quality, 2000 - 2005
Year
2000
2000
2000
2000
2001
2001
2001
2002
2002
2002
2002
2003
2003
2003
2003
2004
2004
2004
2004
2005
2005
2005
2005

Indicator
Chemistry
Nitrate
Phosphate
Biology
Chemistry
Nitrate
Phosphate
Biology
Chemistry
Nitrate
Phosphate
Chemistry
Nitrate
Biology
Phosphate
Biology
Chemistry
Nitrate
Phosphate
Biology
Chemistry
Nitrate
Phosphate

% Good
83.76

% Fair
15.59

% Poor
0

% Bad
0.65

% High
99.35
97.16

80.62
92.71

16.36
4.46

3.03
2.18

0
0.65
97.16
94.15

84.64
81.42

12.33
15.75

3.03
2.18

0
0.65
97.16
94.15

33.47

63.69

2.18

0.65

84.64

12.33

3.03

0

84.64
38.55

14.66
60.79

0.7
0

0
0.65

97.16
94.8

97.16
94.8
80.62
76.97

18.69
22.38

0.7
0

0
0.65
97.16
94.15

Source: Environment Agency

A.83

Table A.15 indicates that between 2000 and 2005 the proportion of rivers with good
or fair chemical quality was never less than 97% and the proportion of rivers with
good or fair biological quality never less than 96%, with figures for both exceeding
99% in 2005. However, the percentage of rivers with high concentrations of both
nitrate and phosphate has changed little over this period, with much higher figures
than the averages for the Region. This is largely a reflection of the intensive use of
agricultural land over much of the District, and in particular in the Plan area.

A.84

Water is an important resource, the use of which needs to be carefully managed. Its
efficient use is necessary to minimise demand for water and the associated
resources required for its supply. The use of sustainable drainage and water
conservation techniques can not only assist with water conservation, but also help
control flooding and limit pollution.

A.85

The Authority is currently in the process of obtaining more localised information on
ground water quality, pollution incidents and water usage relating to the Plan area, as
well as the usage of sustainable drainage and water conservation technology.

A.86

The Plan should:
•

Seek to maintain and where possible improve the generally good quality water in
and around the Plan area, ensuring there is sufficient capacity in the sewerage
and sewage treatment systems for all new development.
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•

Control the rate of surface water run-off from development and the associated
pollution of water resources that can occur using sustainable drainage systems
and water conservation technology including the reuse of ‘grey’ water and the
storage of rain water.

Climate Change
A.87

The UK energy strategy is set out in the 2007 Energy White Paper. Emissions
projections and trends show that the UK is not currently on track to meet its targets of
a 20 per cent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2010 and a 60 per cent
reduction by 2050.

A.88

During the 20th century, global average surface air temperatures increased by
between 0.3°C and 0.6°C. The Environment Agency has advised that temperatures
could rise in the UK by between 2°C and 3.5°C by the 2080s. In the last few decades
there has been a trend of hotter, drier summers; warmer, wetter winters and sea level
rises.

A.89

The UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) provides scenarios that show how our
climate might change and co-ordinates research on dealing with our future climate
and, were involved in the Foresight Report. It is predicted that fluvial flood risk could
increase six fold by 2080, effectively reducing the standard flood protection from 1 in
100 years to 1 in 3, according to the worst case scenario based on current emissions.

A.90

Carbon dioxide (CO2) is the main gas responsible for climate change. Emissions
occur when fossil fuels (primarily oil, gas and coal) are burned to generate energy for
domestic, commercial and industrial uses, and transport. The latest estimates
produced by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, based on
energy consumption figures for 2004, give annual per capita CO2 emissions for East
Northamptonshire as 2.35 tonnes, 2.144 tonnes and 3.65 tonnes respectively for
domestic, industrial and commercial, and road transport energy consumption. These
figures are lower than the per capita averages for the East Midlands Region for
domestic (2.59 tonnes) and industrial and commercial (4.53 tonnes) consumption, but
higher for road transport (3.01 tonnes). The figures for the District reflect its rural
nature, with less energy intensive industry and greater reliance on private road
transport. Emissions for the Plan area are likely to be similar to the District as a
whole, with the figure for industrial and commercial emissions probably even lower
that for road transport emissions higher.

A.91

The Plan should:
•
•
•

Ensure that all new development is planned to comply with the progressively
more stringent requirements of national initiatives aimed at moving towards zero
carbon buildings.
Ensure that all new development is planned to help minimise transport related
greenhouse gases emissions, for example by reducing the need to travel and the
length of trips, as well as reducing dependency on cars.
Promote an increase in the proportion of electricity generated from renewable
resources.
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•
•

•

Acknowledge the wide ranging impacts of climate change, including impacts on
sensitive ecosystems and landscapes, especially where their ability to adapt to
change is limited, e.g. wetland areas.
Ensure care is taken in the design of new development, so as not to exacerbate
risk of flooding, etc. associated with climate change and maintain plant and
animal migratory routes, so that species can move and adapt to a changing
climate.
Encourage new development that will minimise energy use in terms of the use of
materials, the location and orientation of development and the use of energy
conservation technology.

Geology, Soil and Land
A.92

The solid geology of the Plan area is comprised almost entirely of sedimentary strata
i.e. Jurassic limestone and ironstone, which has been extensively quarried to provide
a rich source of building material, strongly reflected in the distinctiveness of the local
vernacular. There is some concern that the supply of traditional building stone is
limited. Only small amounts of stone are needed for the construction of buildings;
most is used as aggregates and in road building. It should be possible to ensure that
‘heritage quarries’ are permitted whilst large scale quarrying for other uses is
restricted.

A.93

Overlying the solid geology are deposits of glacial sands, gravels and till, whilst
alluvial deposits can be found in the main valleys and tributaries of the Nene and
Welland. In the case of the former, post-glacial gravels form a series of river terraces.

A.94

The legacy of quarries, excavated to exploit the local geology, has had a profound
influence on certain areas of landscape. This is apparent in the north and west, with
gravel extraction particularly evident alongside the Nene west of Thrapston. Much of
the subsequent restoration of the valley floor has served to establish lakes and areas
of wetland.

A.95

It should be noted that Northamptonshire County Council is the Minerals Planning
Authority for the area and is responsible for formulation of the Minerals and Waste
Development Framework.

A.96

The agricultural land classification shows that the majority of such land in Plan area
falls into the lower classification of Grade 3. However, there are significant areas of
Grade 2, primarily in the east in an arc stretching from the south of Titchmarsh to the
west of Clopton to Polebrook. Other patches exist around the villages of Tansor,
Fotheringhay and Nassington. Extensive areas have been identified as not being
primarily in agricultural use, particularly in the north. These include areas with a
history of extraction or military use.

A.97

Details of the agricultural land classification can be found in the Sustainability
Appraisal for the Core Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire.

A.98

With regard to the contamination of land, there were 559 “sites of potential concern”
in the District at the end of 2005. For 5% of these sites, sufficient detailed information
was available to decide whether remediation of the land is necessary. An Inspection
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Strategy has been implemented and this is expected to be completed by the end of
2008, at which time a baseline will be available for ongoing monitoring.
A.99

Land is a valuable resource that should be carefully managed and efficiently used to
avoid adverse consequences for agriculture, the countryside and the environment
generally and to promote a sustainable future. East Northamptonshire achieved the
Government’s targets to provide 60% of new housing on previously developed land in
2003/4 and a housing density in excess of 30 dwellings per hectare, between 2000/1
– 2003/4.

A.100 The Plan should:
• Acknowledge the content of the Minerals and Waste Development Framework
and contribute to safeguarding the geological resource of the area, encouraging
the recycling of materials and the use of by-products of quarrying and the
beneficial after use of workings, balancing their environmental, economic and
recreational potential.
• Acknowledge the importance of using local materials to preserve and enhance
the historic character and distinctiveness of the vernacular architecture.
• Aim to safeguard the vitality and viability of agriculture and forestry in the area,
including the protection of the best and most versatile agricultural land from new
development, having regard to the implications for sustainability.
• Aim to contribute to reducing the amount of contaminated land.
• Ensure the efficient use of land for development, making maximum use of the
limited supply of brownfield land in the area, where consistent with other
sustainability considerations.
Waste
A.101 It should be noted that Northamptonshire County Council is both the Waste
Management and Waste Planning Authority for the area and is responsible for
formulation of the Waste Management Strategy and the Minerals and Waste
Development Framework, which will replace the Waste Local Plan. East
Northamptonshire District Council is the Waste Collection Authority.
A.102 The production of waste is a significant threat to the pursuit of sustainability, not only
in terms of the use of finite resources, but also the environmental problems that can
arise from its disposal. As a consequence, a waste hierarchy has been developed
that emphasises the need to reduce the production of waste, including through the
recycling/reuse of materials and composting in preference to their incineration, or
disposal in landfill sites.

Table A.16 - Recycling Statistics 2004/05
Category

Waste collected (Kg/Head of
Population)
% of household waste recycled
% of household waste composted

East
Northants
382.64

Top 25
English
Councils
390

17.84
5.02

16
6.01

Source: East Northamptonshire Council
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A.103 In terms of waste collected, recycled and composted it can be seen from Table A.16
that the District is performing well against the top 25 Councils within England. Figures
from the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) show 25.2% of
household waste was recycled or composted in 2005/06, which is lower than
equivalent figures for both the East Midlands (31.8%) and England (26.7%), and
considerably lower than the average for the top 25 English councils (44.1%). This is
an increase from 15.3% of the East Northamptonshire Council recycled rate in
2001/02. Recent Defra statistics show a further increase in the percentage of
recycled and composted waste to 27.5% in the District in 2006/07. Further
information on waste arisings for the area can be obtained from the Sustainability
Appraisal for the Core Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire.
A.104 There is one recycling facility within the Plan area at Oundle and another elsewhere
in the District, at Rushden. Additional facilities located nearby at Corby, Kettering and
Wellingborough are also used for waste arising in East Northamptonshire.
A.105 The Plan should:
• Contribute to the sustainable management of waste, facilitating in particular
recycling, reuse and composting as appropriate, to reduce the proportion going to
landfill and incineration.
• Promote the reuse of building materials, particularly those that reflect the local
vernacular and contribute to the maintenance of local distinctiveness.
• Ensure that facilities for the management and disposal of waste are readily
accessible.
• Ensure that the adverse consequences for sustainability of depositing waste in
landfill sites are minimised, including any detrimental environmental impacts.
Employment and Economy

Structure of Employment
A.106 Tables A.17 and A.18 provide information on the structure of employment for the
workforce resident in the Plan area and the workforce employed in the area.
A.107 As with other rural areas, employment in agriculture, forestry and, to a lesser extent,
the extractive industries in the Plan area, has been traditionally dominant. However,
while their significance for employment has declined substantially, they are still of
more importance to the local economy of the Plan area than they are to the economy
of England and Wales, or the District as a whole.
A.108 Manufacturing is of less importance in the Plan area than elsewhere in the District
and adjacent areas of the County, where the traditional economic base has been
primarily focussed on manufacturing, with strong links to the footwear industry.
Nevertheless, it accounts for more employment than it does in England and Wales
and is still a valuable source of employment within the Plan area and nearby centres,
albeit probably in decline, as local economies restructure.
A.109 Construction accounts for a small, but nevertheless very significant amount of
employment at all levels of analysis.
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A.110 The Service Sector has become increasingly dominant in the local economy of the
Plan area - a development which is shared with the wider economy, although it
accounts for a significantly lower proportion of employment than for England and
Wales. This sector is extremely diverse, as indicated by Tables A.17 and A.18.
A.111 In common with nearby areas in North Northamptonshire, there has been some
significant recent growth in employment in the storage and distribution and the
transport communications sectors, which has taken advantage of the good transport
infrastructure and the availability of land for such development. This has led to the
development of a range of distribution parks across North Northamptonshire. There
has also been an increase in jobs in the public sector (including health and
education).
A.111 The attractiveness of the Plan area accounts for the growing importance of the visitor
and tourism market, with a substantial amount of businesses engaged in providing
accommodation, catering, visitor attractions and associated retailing activities.
A.112 Additionally, the higher than average proportion of Real Estate, Renting, and
Business Activity in the Plan area in comparison to East Northamptonshire and
England may reflect its attractiveness and popularity amongst executives looking for
larger homes and more rural styles of living whilst still retaining employment in the
larger and more urban centres outside the District.
A.113 The provision of office accommodation in the Plan area is extremely limited and
principally located in the two key towns. It tends to be small in scale, located in town
centres and primarily of a specialist nature to serve local needs.
A.114 The ‘knowledge economy’ is becoming an increasingly important element of the
Service Sector. It accounts for approximately 13% in Northamptonshire, 10% in the
East Midlands and 15% in Great Britain, although the level of such employment in the
Plan area is not as yet known. However, it is situated close to the Oxford to
Cambridge Arc, a region of high-tech, fast growth knowledge based employment
sectors. The proximity of SATRA at Kettering, the Wellingborough Innovation Centre
and the opportunities for further development illustrate the growing influence that
these sectors are developing locally including, potentially, the Plan area.
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Table A.17 - Structure of Employment (resident population) (2001)
Sector

Plan Area %

Primary
Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing
Mining and Quarrying
Energy and Water
Manufacturing
Construction
Services
Wholesale and Retail Trade
Hotels and Catering
Transport, Storage and Distribution
Financial Intermediation
Real Estate, Renting and Business Activity
Public Administration and Defence
Education
Health and Social Work
Other Services

4.79
3.95
0.18
0.66
18.24
7.63
69.35
14.57
4.52
5.9
3.43
13.81
4.2
10.06
8.53
4.33

East
Northants %
2.46
1.8
0.12
0.54
21.03
7.94
68.58
18.2
3.36
7.14
2.89
12.35
3.79
7.58
8.76
4.51

Eng and
Wales %
2.5
1.52
0.25
0.73
14.96
6.77
75.77
16.83
4.76
7.01
4.73
12.97
5.72
7.76
10.81
5.18

Source: 2001 Census, ONS

Table A.18 - Structure of Employment (Working population) (2006)
Sector
Primary
Agriculture and Fishing
Energy and Water
Manufacturing
Construction
Services
Distribution, Hotels and Restaurants
Transport and Communications
Banking, Finance and Insurance
Public Admin, Education and Health
Other Services

Plan Area %
n/a
n/a
n/a
19.8
4.8
74.2
17.7
16.6
13.6
22.9
3.4

East
Northants %
n/a
n/a
n/a
21.3
6
71.3
23.3
10.4
13
18.9
5.7

Eng and
Wales %
1.3
0.8
0.5
12.1
4.4
82.2
24.8
6
20.2
26.1
5.1

Source: Annual Business Inquiry Employee Analysis, Nomis, January 2006)

A.115 If the occupations of the resident workforce are considered, it is apparent from Table
A.19 that, while there were some variations between the proportion in each of the
categories across the levels of analysis, it was particularly significant for the
Managers and Senior Officials category, between the Plan area, the District and most
especially Great Britain. The far greater proportion of this category in the Plan area
will to some extent be reflected in the socio-economic structure, as well as exerting
an influence on the housing market.
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Associate
professional &
Technical

Administrative &
Secretarial

Skilled Trades

Personal Services

Sales & customer
services

Process plant &
machine operatives

Elementary
occupations

Great Britain
East Northants.
Plan Area
Oundle
Thrapston
Kings Forest
Barnwell
Dryden
Lower Nene
Lyvden
Prebendal
Fineshade
Ringstead
Woodford

Professional

Area

Managers & Senior
Officials

Table A.19 - Occupational Groups (2001)

14.9
17.7
22.4
19.2
21.2
24.5
26.7
23.4
25.6
23.4
21.5
21.1
19.9
19.5

11.2
9.8
14
20.7
9.8
13.3
15.6
14.3
14.6
12.8
15
13.5
13.4
10.7

13.9
11.6
11.2
13.1
11.9
11.1
13.3
10.1
14.5
11.5
13.3
11.2
11.4
11.9

13.2
11.6
10
9.3
11.3
7.9
8.6
9.6
12.6
8.5
10.7
10.5
10.9
10.6

11.8
13.8
13.7
10.8
11.9
14.5
13.4
15
13.4
12.3
14.5
15.6
15.8
13.3

6.9
6.7
5.8
6.6
6.3
5.5
6
6.8
3.7
7
4.5
4.2
7.4
5.5

7.7
5.8
3.9
5
5.8
3.5
3.9
3.3
3.6
4.7
4.2
2.6
2.7
3.6

8.7
10.5
6.5
4.5
10.1
9.6
4.8
7.5
4.1
9
6.5
8.6
6.9
11.9

11.8
12.6
10.6
10.6
11.6
10.3
7.7
10
8
1.08
9.6
12.7
11.6
13.2

Source: 2001 Census, ONS

Table A.20 - Employment Sectors (2003-04)
Employment Type

East Northants.

1 Managers and senior officials
2 Professional occupations
3 Associate professional & technical
4 Administrative &secretarial
5 Skilled trades occupations
6 Personal service occupations
7 Sales and customer service occupations
8 Process plant & machine operatives
9 Elementary occupations

4,000
6,000
5,000
7,000
4,000
2,000
2,000
5,000
4,000

East Northants. East Midlands England &
(%)
(%)
Wales (%)
10.8
13.9
15.4
10.7
11.8
12.3
17.0
12.4
10.4
12.1
5.9
7.4
4.7
8.2
12.0
10.0
11.1
12.6

14.6
12.1
13.8
13.0
11.4
7.5
8.0
7.7
11.8

Source: Local Area Labour Force Survey (Mar 2003 – Feb 2004)

A.116 More recent data for 2003-4 (see Table A.20) also indicate that, in terms of
occupations, a considerable proportion of employees were involved in primarily
‘office’ based employment, ranging from managerial and professional occupations to
administrative and secretarial positions. Of the total workforce, 22,000 (55%) fall into
categories 1-4 in Table A.20. This proportion is higher than the equivalent figures for
both the East Midlands (49.3%) and England and Wales (53.5%). Of the other
employment sectors, there was a lower percentage of skilled trades, personal
service, and sales and customer service occupations compared to the East Midlands
and England and Wales. The proportion of people employed in the process plant and
machine operatives sector was higher than for the East Midlands and England and
Wales. This could be linked to the high volume of distribution industries located in the
District.
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Business Growth
A.117 VAT Registrations provide a measure of business growth. In 2005 the VAT
registration rate in East Northamptonshire as a whole was 46 per 10,000 resident
adults, with a deregistration rate of 32 per 10,000. This compares well to the
Northamptonshire average of 42 VAT registrations per 10,000 and 33 deregistrations per 10,000. (Source: Department for Business, Enterprise and
Regulatory Reform).

East Northants

Kettering

Wellingborough

Total

Real Estate
Wholesale and Retail
Construction
Manufacturing
Public admin, other
Hotels and Restaurants
Transport and Communications
Agriculture, fishing
Education, health
Finance
Mining, energy/ water
Total

Corby

Table A.21 - Stock of VAT registered businesses, 2004
Sector

260
255
125
225
75
75
80
15
15
10
5
1140

750
615
365
240
210
155
150
225
50
10
5
2775

655
555
385
250
175
165
150
120
50
20
0
2525

625
555
320
295
180
170
125
90
25
10
0
2395

2290
1980
1195
1010
640
565
505
450
140
50
10
8835

Source: 2001 Census, ONS

Travel to Work
A.118 The Plan area is characterised by relatively high levels of outward commuting,
compared to adjacent areas in the District and the County, which in terms of
employment tend to be much more self contained and self reliant. Inward commuting
is relatively insignificant. This is a reflection of the relatively low job density, together
with the traditional rural character of the area.
A.119 The two towns of Oundle and Thrapston, as rural service centres, provide some local
employment within the Plan area, while some of the villages in the Plan area,
particularly King’s Cliffe, provide some limited employment. However, there is
considerable reliance for employment on the four main towns beyond the Plan area
in the south of the District, as well as nearby Corby, Kettering, Northampton and
Wellingborough. In addition, commuting to Huntingdonshire and Peterborough is
significant. Despite the nearby Midland Main Line rail links at Wellingborough and
Kettering, commuting to London is not significant. Data on the origins and
destinations of journeys to work for businesses in the Plan area have yet to be
obtained.
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A.120 Data on the mode of travel to work and the distance travelled, as recorded in Tables
A.22 and A.23, are important indicators of transport sustainability. It can be seen that
travel by car/van is by far the highest mode of transport for work trips in the Plan
area, considerably higher than both the regional and England and Wales averages,
although slightly less than for the District as a whole. With regard to the more
sustainable options, few people rely on public transport although walking, and to a
small extent cycling, are of greater significance. In terms of the distance travelled to
work, the majority of the working population of the Plan area (i.e. about 60%) travel
less than 20 km, although a significant 6% travel 60 km or more.
A.121 Recent research suggests that working from home is becoming more significant in
rural areas with improvements in access to the internet across the District.

Works mainly at or from home

Train, tram, metro etc

Bus, minibus or coach

Motorcycle, scooter or moped

Driving a car or van

Passenger in a car or van

Bicycle

On foot

Other

Taxi

Not Currently Working

Oundle
Thrapston
Plan Area
East Northants
East Midlands
Eng. and Wales

All People

Table A.22 - Travel to work by mode % (2001)
Area

3,688
3,457
19,038
54,804
3,020,752
37,607,438

5.91%
6.51%
9.13%
6.91%
5.74%
5.77%

1.03%
0.75%
1.24%
0.92%
0.67%
4.45%

0.89%
0.38%
0.77%
1.35%
4.43%
4.65%

0.46%
0.46%
0.58%
0.59%
0.66%
0.69%

38.34%
52.27%
45.77%
47.10%
38.33%
34.70%

3.52%
3.79%
3.75%
4.76%
4.41%
3.93%

3.34%
1.42%
1.53%
1.33%
2.07%
1.73%

9.73%
8.85%
6.04%
6.67%
6.66%
6.29%

0.27%
0.29%
0.39%
0.22%
0.24%
0.29%

0.08%
0.00%
0.14%
0.20%
0.26%
0.33%

36.42%
25.28%
30.67%
29.94%
36.51%
37.17%

Source: 2001 Census, ONS and Department for Transport (DfT), 2001

Less than
2km

2km to less
than 5km

5km to less
than 10m

10km to less
than 20km

20km to less
than 30km

30km to less
than 40km

40km to less
than 60km

60km and
over

No fixed
place of
work

Working
outside the
U.K

Working at
offshore
installation

England and Wales
East Midlands
Northampton-shire
East Northants
Plan Area
Oundle
Thrapston

Works
Mainly from
Home

Table A.23 - Distance Travelled to Work % (2001)
Area

9.20
9.04
8.98
9.87
14.43
9.31
8.71

20.02
21.35
20.30
19.63
13.21
35.75
23.41

20.00
20.38
20.60
9.07
9.01
2.73
3.87

18.22
17.60
15.40
15.19
12.03
2.56
5.22

15.24
14.58
14.70
19.66
24.80
25.98
29.37

5.37
5.67
6.60
11.24
8.64
8.63
10.26

2.35
2.25
2.63
3.22
3.21
3.03
4.02

2.15
1.85
2.18
2.50
3.06
2.48
4.00

2.73
3.19
4.38
4.73
6.05
5.34
6.23

4.40
3.84
4.00
4.62
5.19
3.93
4.64

0.26
0.21
0.18
0.24
0.28
0.26
0.27

0.06
0.04
0.03
0.03
0.09
0.00
0.00

Source: 2001 Census, ONS and DfT, 2001

Average Earnings
A.122 Table A.24 shows the weekly average earnings including overtime. East
Northamptonshire in 2003 had a weekly average pay including overtime of £405,
which compares fairly poorly to the English average of £483 and the
Northamptonshire average of £442. This could be due to the higher than average
proportion of manufacturing and construction workers within East Northamptonshire,
in comparison to England as a whole. It should be noted, however, that given the
significant proportion of managers and senior officials resident in the area, this
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average figure may be deceptive – it is likely that there are actually pockets of
considerable affluence dispersed across the District.

Table A.24 - Average Earnings (£ per week including overtime)
Area
1999
2000
2001

England
East Midlands
Northamptonshire
Corby
Daventry
East Northamptonshire
Kettering
Northampton
South Northamptonshire
Wellingborough

407
362
377
369
366
350
*
393
*
376

426
374
394
*
384
369
*
411
366
385

2002

2003

472
414
424
409
428
390
393
446
428
401

483
429
442
*
*
405
*
461
446
444

451
393
413
411
405
*
*
417
*
408

Average
Yearly
Growth
(1999 –
2003) %
4.4
4.3
4.1
*
*
3.7
*
4.1
*
4.2

Source: Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform; Business Competitiveness Indicators: Earnings, 2003

Economic Activity and Unemployment
A.123 Table A.25 shows that the percentage of persons in 2001 who were economically
inactive was significantly lower in the Plan area than for England and Wales and the
Region and comparable with the rate for the County and the District.

Table A.25 - Economically Inactive % (2001)
Area

Reason for Inactivity %
People aged People aged People aged
16-74: Econ. 16-74: Econ. 16-74: Econ.
inactive:
inactive:
inactive:
Other Permanently Looking after
sick / disabled home / family

England and Wales
East Midlands
Northants.
East Northants.
Plan Area
Barnwell
Dryden
Fineshade
King's Forest
Lower Nene
Lyveden
Oundle
Prebendal
Ringstead
Thrapston
Woodford

9.33%
8.52%
8.99%
7.09%
6.24%
5.68%
5.82%
6.87%
7.04%
7.21%
7.39%
2.96%
7.02%
8.64%
8.84%
6.43%

16.50%
16.07%
14.74%
12.59%
9.89%
8.27%
10.25%
8.53%
9.95%
8.89%
11.65%
6.31%
8.77%
14.62%
13.82%
13.11%

19.46%
18.83%
21.06%
23.37%
22.75%
26.87%
26.32%
22.99%
27.43%
27.40%
23.30%
14.02%
28.07%
26.58%
24.91%
21.34%

Source: 2001 Census, ONS
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Total Inactive
People aged
16-74: Econ.
inactive:
Student

People aged
16-74: Econ.
inactive:
Retired

14.04%
13.65%
11.80%
11.62%
16.04%
11.11%
8.31%
7.82%
7.28%
9.86%
11.08%
39.64%
7.89%
6.31%
9.22%
8.23%

40.67%
42.92%
43.41%
45.34%
45.09%
48.06%
49.31%
53.79%
48.30%
46.63%
46.59%
37.07%
48.25%
43.85%
43.21%
50.90%

33.46%
32.92%
27.61%
27.30%
28.73%
27.31%
27.43%
34.99%
30.47%
29.55%
26.00%
34.83%
27.63%
24.67%
23.21%
28.23%
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Table A.26 - Economic Activity % (2001)
Area

Type of Activity %
People aged People aged
16-74: Econ. 16-74: Econ.
active: Fullactive:
time student Unemployed
3.86%
3.70%
3.43%
2.36%
2.46%
2.43%
2.62%
3.32%
1.70%
2.02%
2.10%
3.58%
2.23%
1.96%
2.15%
2.02%

England and Wales
East Midlands
Northants.
East Northants.
Plan Area
Barnwell
Dryden
Fineshade
King's Forest
Lower Nene
Lyveden
Oundle
Prebendal
Ringstead
Thrapston
Woodford

People aged
16-74: Econ
active: Selfemployed

5.04%
4.87%
3.87%
3.44%
2.51%
2.33%
1.68%
4.08%
2.55%
1.51%
2.69%
2.08%
2.68%
3.26%
2.56%
3.13%

12.45%
11.50%
11.23%
12.69%
17.46%
24.56%
19.16%
21.68%
21.91%
22.08%
20.06%
13.57%
21.99%
17.74%
10.69%
16.78%

People aged
16-74: Econ.
active:
Employees
Full-time
60.95%
61.22%
64.15%
64.37%
60.38%
54.95%
59.37%
55.74%
58.09%
58.47%
58.48%
61.16%
54.35%
59.63%
68.11%
60.26%

People aged
16-74: Econ.
active:
Employees
Part-time
17.71%
18.71%
17.32%
17.15%
17.18%
15.73%
17.17%
15.18%
15.74%
15.93%
16.67%
19.61%
18.75%
17.41%
16.49%
17.80%

Total Active

66.54%
67.08%
72.39%
72.70%
71.27%
72.69%
72.57%
65.01%
69.53%
70.45%
74.00%
65.17%
72.37%
75.33%
76.79%
71.77%

Source: 2001 Census, ONS

A.124 Unemployment in the Plan area and East Northamptonshire has traditionally been
relatively low and this remains the case, compared to the position for England and
Wales, the Region and the County. Nomis data from February 2007 reveal that
unemployment in East Northamptonshire was 1.8%, which compares favourably with
a rate of 2.5% within the East Midlands and 2.6% across Great Britain. The
percentage of residents receiving Job Seeker’s Allowance in August 2007 was 1.7%,
which again compares favourably to a rate of 2.2% in the East Midlands and 2.3%
across Great Britain (Nomis data).
A.125 Table A.26 shows that within the Plan area, the total percentage of residents aged
16-74 in 2001 who were economically active was significantly higher than the total
percentage for England and Wales, though it was slightly less than the figure for
Northamptonshire. However, the unemployment rate was substantially lower for the
Plan area than for England and Wales; 2.51% compared to 5.04%, and was also
lower than for the wider District and County, though to a lesser extent, with the rates
for East Northamptonshire and Northamptonshire of 3.44% and 3.87% respectively.

Table A.27 - Economic Activity (2003-4)
Status

Economically Active
In employment
Employees
Self employed
Unemployed

East
Northamptonshire
40,000
39,000
34,000
4,000
2,000

East
East Midlands
Northamptonshire
(% of pop)
(% of pop)
82.8
79.7
69.9
8.4
3.8

Source: Local Area Labour Force Survey (Mar 2003 – Feb 2004)
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England and Wales
(% of pop)
79.0
75.3
66.3
8.6
4.7

78.2
74.3
64.8
9.0
5.0
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A.126 More recent figures for 2003-4 (see Table A.27) indicate that of the total population of
East Northamptonshire, 40,000 (82.8%) were considered to be ‘economically active’.
Of this figure, 39,000 (79.7%) were in employment. This is higher than the East
Midlands and the England and Wales figure for the same status.
A.127 The Plan should:
• Encourage the growth and diversification of the economy to meet requirements in
a manner which would be the most economically, socially and environmentally
sustainable.
• Recognise the need to develop the degree of self containment and reliance to
reduce out-commuting.
• Assess and acknowledge the contribution that can be made by existing and
potential business sectors, as appropriate.
• Maintain and enhance the economic and social vitality of Thrapston and Oundle.
• Acknowledge the need to develop the vitality of the rural economy, recognising
the problems associated with population dispersal, accessibility, isolation and
disadvantage and develop the interdependence of rural communities and their
relationship with nearby towns.
• Locate development to maximise accessibility and social inclusion and promote
the provision of a complementary mixture of uses, facilities and services.
• Facilitate access to employment opportunities by alternatives to the private car in
order to reduce car dependency.
• Take account of economic initiatives and market forces, within and beyond the
Plan area, at a local, regional, national and international level.
Retail
A.128 Retailing is largely focussed within the local centres of Oundle and Thrapston, within
or close to town centres, with no significant out of town developments. Elsewhere
some small scale provision exists, principally in villages, often in association with
other facilities, such as Post Offices. The amount of vacant retail units in Oundle and
Thrapston is relatively low, with only three in Oundle and four in Thrapston, as at
August 2007. Retail provision in the Plan area helps satisfy the ‘day to day’ needs of
the respective populations of each town, as well as the areas they serve, for
convenience and, to a limited extent, comparison shopping. To some extent
provision, especially in Oundle, is directed towards the visitor market. Tables A.28
and A.29 show the number of retail units by ‘Use Class’ and whether they are within
‘Defined Shopping Frontages’ (DSF) and ‘Defined Shopping Area’ (DSA). It shows a
total of 114 units in Oundle (Table A.28) and 62 in Thrapston (Table A.29), with only
2.6% vacant in the former and 6.6% in the latter, providing some indication of the
relative scale of provision and the relative health of each town.
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Table A.28 - Oundle Retail Survey August 2007
Use Class

A1
A2
A3
A4
A5
B1
C1
C3
D1
D2
Sui
Generis
Vacant
Total

Inside DSF
only

Inside DSA
outside DSF

DSA

Outside DSA

Total

No
39
11
3
1
1
1
0
1
1
0
0

%
63.9
18
4.9
1.6
1.6
1.6
0
1.6
1.6
0
0

No
9
6
2
2
1
1
2
10
1
0
0

%
26.5
17.7
5.9
5.9
2.9
2.9
5.9
29.4
2.9
0
0

No
48
17
5
3
2
2
2
11
2
0
0

%
50.5
17.9
5.3
3.2
2.1
2.1
2.1
11.6
2.1
0
0

No
7
2
1
0
1
1
1
4
2
0
0

%
36.8
10.5
5.3
0
5.3
5.3
5.3
21.1
10.5
0
0

No
55
19
6
3
3
3
3
15
4
0
0

%
48.3
16.7
5.3
2.6
2.6
2.6
2.6
13.2
3.5
0
0

3
61

4.9
100

0
34

0
100

3
95

3.2
100

0
19

0
100

3
114

2.6
100

Source: East Northamptonshire Council, 2007

Table A.29 - Thrapston Retail Survey August 2007
Use Class

A1
A2
A3
A4
A5
B1
C1
C3
D1
D2
Sui
Generis
Vacant
Total

Inside DSF
Inside DSA
only
outside DSF
No
%
No
%
20
50
4
25
9
22.5
5 31.25
1
2.5
1
6.25
2
5
1
6.25
3
7.5
1
6.25
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
6.25
1
2.5
0
0
0
0
2
12.5
0
0
0
0
1
2.5
0
0
3
40

7.5
100

1
16

6.25
100

Outside DSA

DSA

Total

No
24
14
2
3
4
0
1
1
2
0
1

%
42.9
25
3.6
5.35
7.1
0
1.8
1.8
3.6
0
1.8

No
4
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

%
66.7
16.7
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
16.7

No
28
15
2
3
4
0
1
1
2
0
2

%
45.2
24.2
3.2
4.8
6.5
0
1.6
1.6
3.2
0
3.2

4
56

7.1
100

0
6

0
100

4
62

6.5
100

Source: East Northamptonshire Council, 2007

A.129 Notwithstanding this the Plan area is, to a major extent, dependent upon both
convenience and comparison provision in larger nearby centres, principally Rushden,
Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough. Kettering provides the main retail offer with a
range of stores in the town centre and on the edge of town. Wellingborough and,
particularly Corby, have a relatively weak retail offer in comparison. While Rushden is
smaller than the other centres, its convenient location, particularly for the southern
part of the Plan area, together with recent improvements in its retail vitality, combine
to enhance its significance.
A.130 The location of these centres makes them vulnerable to competition from higher
order retail centres, e.g. Northampton, Bedford, Milton Keynes, Peterborough and

A-40

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON
PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

Leicester, with a generally greater retail offer and where investment and expansion
are being aggressively pursued. These centres also compete for leisure and
entertainment sectors.
A.131 The Plan should:
• Help strengthen and enhance the town centres of Oundle and Thrapston as a
focus for retailing and contribute to their regeneration.
• Help realise the economic benefits of retailing, where it is consistent with
safeguarding the environment and amenity and does not conflict with other
aspects of social and economic sustainability.
• Support the retention and enhancement of retail and associated service facilities
in both towns and villages to meet the needs of the local community.
• Help maximise the communities’ accessibility to retail facilities, in a manner that
recognises the relationships between settlements, within and beyond the Plan
area.
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APPENDIX B – RELEVANT PLANS AND
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Table B.1: Review of Relevant Plans and Programmes
Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

International
The relevant documents have been scoped as part of the preparation of the Sustainability Appraisal of the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit Core Spatial Strategy Preferred Options. They have been
considered as part of the Sustainability Appraisal of this Plan and can be viewed at: www.nntogether.co.uk/docs/Final%20Report%20with%20Appendices.pdf

National
The relevant documents have been scoped as part of the preparation of the Sustainability Appraisal of the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit Core Spatial Strategy Preferred Options. They have been
considered as part of the Sustainability Appraisal of this Plan and can be viewed at: www.nntogether.co.uk/docs/Final%20Report%20with%20Appendices.pdf

Regional
The relevant documents have been scoped as part of the preparation of the Sustainability Appraisal of the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit Core Spatial Strategy Preferred Options. They have been
considered as part of the Sustainability Appraisal of this Plan and can be viewed at: www.nntogether.co.uk/docs/Final%20Report%20with%20Appendices.pdf

Sub Regional
Milton Keynes South Midlands Sub Regional Strategy – adopted March 2005
• Range of priorities relating to sustainable communities and
covering a range of topics:
- fully utilise capacity of existing built up area to
accommodate additional development, bring forward
surplus employment sites and other previously developed
land;
- particularly at Corby through opportunities for
intensification and mixed use provided by regeneration
and redevelopment;
- sustainable urban extensions.

•52,100 homes in North Northamptonshire 20012021
•34,100 accommodated at neighbouring growth
towns of Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough by
2021
•28,000 homes 2021-2031 should be borne in
mind
•43,800 new jobs in North Northamptonshire to
2021

• LDD to meet the requirements of the JSS as it
seeks to implement the MKSM SRS and meet its
targets.

• Ensure Sustainability
Objectives reflect JSS
objectives.

• LDD to meet the requirements of the JSS as it
seeks to implement emerging revisions to
MKSM SRS and meet its targets.

• Ensure Sustainability
Objectives reflect JSS
objectives.

Draft Regional Plan Part 2: Sub-regional Strategies – submitted September 2006
• Update/ review of 2005 Milton Keynes South Midlands Sub
Regional Strategy (MKSM), forming part of RSS Review.

•66,075 homes in North Northamptonshire 20012026
•54,575 accommodated at neighbouring growth
towns of Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough by
2021
•28,000 homes 2021-2031 should be borne in
mind (estimate)

Local
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Northamptonshire County Structure Plan 1996 – 2016 – adopted March 2001
Six key strategic priorities:
•
Range of targets covering main priorities
Ensuring a scale of development that meets
local needs and those arising from in-migration.
Managing assets and resources and optimising
the use of brownfield land.
Integrating land-use and transport planning by
having a disposition of land-uses that
encourages sustainable patterns and modes of
movement.
Implementing a development strategy that
focuses development within urban areas.
Promoting quality design-led development.
Securing the necessary infrastructure, facilities
and services to serve development.
Northamptonshire Local Transport Plan 2006/07 –2010/11 – March 2006
•

Maintain the county’s highway assets in the most
economically and environmentally sustainable long-term
manner
Reduce the number and severity of casualties in road
accidents

Reduce the proportion of unclassified roads that
are in need of repair to 23% by 2010/11.
Reduce the proportion of footpaths that are in
need of repair to 20% by 2010/11.
To promote road safety for all road users, through
engineering, education and enforcement.
To reduce the risk of accidents and intimidation for
pedestrians and cyclists caused by motor traffic
Decrease the number of people killed or seriously
injured (KSI) by 50%
Decrease the number of children KSI by 50% by
2010.

•

•

Consider policies in the plan that are in line
with the structure plan objectives, targets and
policies.
Saved Policies – GS5, GS6, SDA1, T3, T9,
T10, T12, T13 – wef 28 September 2007.

•

Ensure wording of
sustainability objectives
covers relevant Structure
Plan objectives.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Local Transport Plan

SA to reflect Local Transport Plan
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

Issues raised to be given consideration as part of
the transport and accessibility options
Safe passage of people is an objective of the
extant Local Plan

Ensure that the plan is assessed
against the need for improved
road safety and liveability

Reduce the congestion experienced by road users
essential to the prosperity of Northamptonshire

To promote the efficient management of all types
of traffic related activity including an appropriate
parking strategy in urban locations.
To provide road improvements and bypasses
where this would result in a net environmental
benefit
No more than 3% growth per annum of
countywide traffic flows
Halve the number of junctions that are congested
for more than 50% of the peak period.
Increase bus patronage to 18m by 2010/11

Efficient passage can be assisted by locating new
development in locations already well served by
public transport, cycle links and pedestrian routes

Assess the impact of proposals
for use of non-renewable energy
sources

Improve access to workplaces, education, health,
shopping and other facilities for all the population

To promote facilities on public transport which
assist people with disabilities.

The Plan area historically has poor rural transport
links and these need to be improved to meet the

Ensure
that
development
proposals improve accessibility
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Provide the transport system necessary to support and
manage growth in the county, ensuring it is integrated
with the planning system to create a sustainable and
viable future environment
Minimise and wherever possible reduce the effect of traffic
and transport on the built and natural environment

Encourage healthier travel choices by the people of
Northamptonshire.

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
To install traffic management measures which
assist people with disabilities.
To minimise the distance to be walked to access
public transport.
100% of settlements with more than 3,000
population to have access to a bus service at least
once per hour (7.00am- 6.00pm) by 2010/11.
Improve the accessibility of pedestrian crossings
to 100% by 07/08.
Ensuring that the objectives of the Local Transport
Plan are realised will help to manage growth in the
county.

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

needs of all people

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Local Transport Plan

SA to reflect Local Transport Plan
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

The pollution implications of improvements to
existing, and construction of new, roads need to be
considered
Design considerations need to be established to
protect the landscape

Assess proposals against their
impact in the character and
distinctiveness of the landscape

Plan policies can support these objectives

This objective is consistent with
sustainability objectives

To underline the move away from landfill sites, no
new sites should be allocated.

Policies in LDD to implement the Waste Local Plan

Encourage associated markets for recovered
wastes to exist side by side with waste treatment
facilities where appropriate. This should
encourage the reuse of resources and reduce
transport movements.
Promote new technologies and proposals to

Policies in LDD to implement the Waste Local Plan

SA to reflect Waste
objectives, through
objectives.
SA to reflect Waste
objectives, through
objectives.

To reduce noise and air pollution caused by motor
traffic through traffic calming and reduction of
traffic flows.
To minimise the visual intrusion of new roads by
improved design and landscaping.
To encourage use of cleaner fuels
Eliminate Air Quality Management Areas on nontrunk roads by 2010/11.
Reduce NO2 levels in existing AQMAs to
intermission level by 2008/09 and below
intermission levels thereafter.
To promote cycling and walking through
awareness raising.
To improve infrastructure for cycling and walking.
Increase “rights of way” to 85% by 2010/11
Stabilise cycle trips at current level – reverse the
nationwide trend of 1% decline per year.
Increase rate of walking and cycling trips (per
person per day) to 0.62 by 2010/11 from the 0.47
baseline.

Northamptonshire Waste Local Plan 2003-2016 – March 2006
To permit new landfill sites, or extensions to existing
landfill sites, only in very limited circumstances in cases
of demonstrable need.
To better integrate existing facilities for waste

To support new technologies to manage our waste
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Policies in LDD to implement the Waste Local Plan

Local Plan
wording of
Local Plan
wording of

SA to reflect Waste Local Plan
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
ensure that a more sustainable waste
management
system
evolves
for
Northamptonshire.
To promote the minimisation of waste in the construction Assumption that there will be a gradual reduction
and operation of all new development in the county.
in growth of commercial waste arisings, from 2%
per annum, until zero growth is reached by 2016.
To try to prevent the net importation of waste into Ensure that excessive provision of waste
Northamptonshire.
development is not made within the plan area,
which could result in unacceptable importation of
waste. Ensure that Waste development is the Best
Practicable Environmental Option
To promote local solutions with local catchments.
Use the ‘proximity principle’ – that the majority of
waste is dealt with locally; which should contribute
to the additional aim of regional self-sufficiency in
regard to the management of waste.
Northamptonshire Joint Municipal Waste Strategy – Consultation Draft, July 2007
Comply with legislation and statutory targets

The EU Landfill Directive has set strict mandatory
targets for reducing the amount of waste going to
landfill.

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

LDD policies to conform to national guidance and
extant legislation / targets.
Policies in LDD to implement the Waste Local Plan

SA to reflect Waste
objectives, through
objectives.
SA to reflect Waste
objectives, through
objectives.

Local Plan
wording of
Local Plan
wording of

Policies in LDD to implement the Waste Local Plan

SA to reflect Waste Local Plan
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

LDD policies to conform to national guidance and
extant legislation / targets.

SA to reflect Waste Management
Strategy
objectives,
through
wording of objectives.
SA to reflect Waste Management
Strategy
objectives,
through
wording of objectives.
SA to reflect Waste Management
Strategy
objectives,
through
wording of objectives.
SA to reflect Waste Management
Strategy
objectives,
through
wording of objectives.

Reducing the amount of household waste that is produced

Policies in LDD to implement the Waste Strategy.

Aim to recycle and compost 50% of household waste by
2020

Policies in LDD to implement the Waste Strategy.

Reduce the amount of waste that is disposed of in landfill

Policies in LDD to implement the Waste Strategy.

Northamptonshire Minerals Local Plan 2003- 2016 – May 2006
To reduce mineral extraction in the Nene Valley, protect
other key river valleys and favour increased extraction of
glacial deposits.
To restore extracted sites to their previous landform,
unless alternative restoration would have no significant
adverse impact on the landscape character.

To minimise impact on local amenity and the environment.

Reduce the amount of sand and gravel produced
from the Nene Valley
Increase the amount extracted from glacial
deposits.
Site restoration to be completed at the earliest
opportunity and include a programme of
restoration including aftercare and management;
indicating an end-date appropriate to the intended
after-se, and demonstration that the reclamation
scheme is feasible.
To ensure that the adverse effects of road-based
mineral traffic are minimised
To ensure that detrimental effects on leisure and
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Policies in LDD to implement the Minerals Local
Plan

SA to reflect Minerals Local Plan
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

Policies in LDD to implement the Minerals Local
Plan

SA to reflect Housing Strategy
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

Policies in LDD to implement the Minerals Local
Plan

SA to reflect Housing Strategy
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
recreation are minimised
To conserve and enhance the county’s natural
beauty, biodiversity and the
cultural heritage
To conserve agricultural resources
To prevent any increase in flood risk and where
possible reduce it
To conserve and manage water resources
To reduce the scale of heavy good vehicles using
the highway network
To increase, where practicable, the use of
alternative means of transporting
minerals such as rail, water and conveyor
To support economic growth and employment
To facilitate the development of necessary
infrastructure for both minerals
development and other business development
To help meet the needs of existing business.
To reduce the consumption of primary aggregates and To increase the use and number of permanent
increase the usage of secondary and recycled materials
and temporary facilities for the handling and
processing of secondary and recycled materials
To increase efficiency and avoid waste in the use
of minerals.
NCC Planning Obligations and LEA School Provision – June 2004
Achieve consensus in Northamptonshire
approaches to S106 and LEA school facilities

regarding

•
•
•
•

10 or more residential units or sites
>0.28ha
Cumulative
affect
of
smaller
developments
Nursery provision for children >3yrs
Education for children > 16yrs

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Policies in LDD to implement the Minerals Local
Plan

Policies in LDD to implement the Minerals Local
Plan

SA to reflect Housing Strategy
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

Consider how the plan can support the objectives
and requirements, (given extant government
guidance on planning obligations) to ensure
contributions where there is a demonstrable need.

Ensure that the requirements are
reflected in the sustainability
appraisal framework.

LDD to complement SPD on development
contributions through identification of strategic
priorities for education.

NCC Planning Out Crime in Northamptonshire – February 2004
Reduce crime
Reduce antisocial behaviour
Reduce fear of crime
Establish principles for design, layout and landscaping of
built and natural environment to:
Create safer more secure environment

Provide planning guidance to ensure crime
context is considered
Planning guidance for security issues at
development control
Assist developers to consider secure design
Principles for individuals in planning and design to
make design considerations for safety and
security
Provide varied land uses to deter crime
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Consider how the plan can contribute to the
“planning out crime” objectives.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers all relevant
crime objectives.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
Increase risk of detection
Minimise incompatible land uses
Make crimes more difficult to commit
Promote good quality design
North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy – submitted February 2007

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Ensure that development in North Northamptonshire becomes
a benchmark for ‘green living’ and makes it easy for people to
live in an environmentally friendly way through using the
highest
standards
of
design
(including
energy
efficiency/renewable energy, sustainable construction methods
and green technologies), promoting green industries and
ensuring sustainable transport choice. This will maximise
environmental performance and community safety and
encourage healthy lifestyles.
Enhance and manage the built and natural resources of North
Northamptonshire in a sustainable and integrated manner and
in the context of major growth. To bring about a step change in
biodiversity management and a net gain in Green
Infrastructure; retaining and enhancing landscape character
and distinctiveness, through the opportunities afforded by
development and investment.
Create a sustainable urban-focused development framework
based on maintaining distinctive and separate settlements and
on optimising the use of the existing structure of a north-south
urban core with a spine of rural service centres in the east.
Ensure the scale and location of growth is shaped by the role
and character of settlements in this network, supporting
greater self-sufficiency for the area as a whole.
Ensure that services and facilities are located in town centres
and other areas of focus in North Northamptonshire, and that
opportunities to maximise and enhance the provision of
leisure, retail and cultural facilities are taken, making these
places more self-sufficient and real hearts for their
communities.
Increase transport choice to enable modal shift and enhance
North Northamptonshire’s national, regional, sub-regional and
local connections through improvements to public transport
and road corridors to meet the future role expected of them,
and support the development of a strong network of
settlements.
Secure provision of the infrastructure, services and facilities
needed to sustain and enhance existing communities and
support the development of North Northamptonshire, including
establishing the priorities for future public and private
investment and collaboration, to build confidence in North

The Plan should maximise energy efficiency in
new developments, reduce the reliance on private
cars and encourage healthy lifestyles through the
design of mixed use developments.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Core Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers Core Strategy
objectives.

The Plan will include policies to ensure the
protection of water resources; the prevention of
flooding; best use of renewable energy resources;
the protection and enhancement of the landscape;
the protection of biodiversity and heritage

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Core Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers Core Strategy
objectives.

The Plan presents policies to encourage new
developments
within
existing
settlements.
Developments are to be in keeping with the
existing role of the town and the appropriate
infrastructure must be provided to support them.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Core Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers Core Strategy
objectives.

The Plan will focus on developing the role of town
centres and directing new developments within or
on the outskirts of existing towns in line with
government recommendations.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Core Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers Core Strategy
objectives.

Create a Rural Service Corridor using public
transport to link the rural and local service centres
and their network villages.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Core Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers Core Strategy
objectives.

The Plan lays out policies to ensure that the
necessary social and transportation infrastructure
is in place before developments proceed. It is
acknowledged that in some places infrastructure is
close to capacity and needs expansion.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Core Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers Core Strategy
objectives.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD
Northamptonshire for investors and others.
Build a more diverse, dynamic and self reliant economy, which
is not overly dependent on in or out commuting to make it
reach its potential, through providing the workplaces, jobs,
skills and sites to bring this about.

Strengthen
the
quality
of
life
throughout
North
Northamptonshire by supporting initiatives that build stable,
safe, healthy and strong communities; respecting cultural
diversity and distinctiveness; providing for the housing needs
for the existing and new population; promoting well-being and
health; ensuring that development is of local character; and
supporting area based renewal.
Ensure that regeneration of Corby and the other areas of North
Northamptonshire that need it, through maximising the use of
brownfield land for new development, providing the necessary
supporting infrastructure and inspiring community confidence
in the need for positive change. To build on the distinctive
features and assets of each settlement to support and facilitate
this.
To deliver the quantity and mix of housing to meet identified
needs in North Northamptonshire, ensuring that a sufficient
proportion is affordable and accessible to all. To maximise the
use and regeneration of brownfield land in meeting these
target, and through using high quality design that makes best
use of land without compromising the quality of the local
environment.

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

The Plan will create policies to encourage the
creation of employment opportunities, and ensure
to site these in areas easily accessed by a range
of transportation options.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Core Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers Core Strategy
objectives.

The Plan allocates a number of sites for housing
expansion, as well as provision to ensure that the
necessary social infrastructure is in place to
support new developments and create sustainable
communities.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Core Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers Core Strategy
objectives.

The Plan identifies brownfield sites which may be
suitably developed, whilst avoiding urban
cramming.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Core Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers Core Strategy
objectives.

The Structure Plan is to be replaced by the
Regional Spatial Strategy – LDD must reflect the
policies and proposals in the RSS.

Ensure sustainability objectives
reflect RSS objectives.

The mix, density and provision of affordable
housing are addressed in the Plan.

East Northamptonshire Council
EN Local Plan – adopted November 1996
General Policies

Reflect the policies and general proposals of
the County Structure Plan and also to relate
them to precise areas of land in East
Northamptonshire;

LDF will continue to provide the framework for
assessing applications.
Provide a basis for the control of
development so that planning applications
can be considered in relation to the policies
and proposals of this Plan, which suggests
how land in the District should be used;
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LDD to carry forward objectives where they are
relevant, and plan policies to support these
objectives. LDD to replace those which are not
longer applicable.

SA underpinning the LDD will
ensure that each application is
considered with due regard to the
criteria.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives cover those Local Plan
objectives that are still relevant.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
Enable the public to know of the planning
policies which are intended to guide
development in East Northamptonshire up to
adoption of CSS and EN DPDs;

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Saved policies GEN2, GEN3.

Let public bodies and private organisations
know what investment and development is
intended, so that they can take this into
account when organising their own activities
Environment Policies

Preserve
and
enhance
the
historic
architectural heritage and character of the
District, whether comprising individual
buildings, or whole areas;

Enhance and maintain these policies in new Plan.
Saved policies EN3-EN9, EN16, EN17, EN20,
EN22, EN25-EN27.

Protect the landscape and countryside from
adverse development and encourage good
landscape management;

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers all relevant
environmental objectives.
For
example, containing landscape /
biodiversity
criteria
in
the
framework.

Protect important wildlife habitats, trees,
woodlands and hedgerows;
Encourage a high standard of landscaping,
layout and design in new development and to
improve these features within existing
development ;
Control carefully the location and design of
advertisements;

Housing Policies

And Provide for new nature reserves and
protect those already existing.
Identify an adequate supply of housing land
which will accommodate a wide range of
house types and sizes in suitable locations to
meet the District’s housing needs;
Provide scope to meet specialised housing
demands and local needs arising from all the
age groupings and income levels of the local
population;
Give priority to releasing land for housing
development in the larger towns and those
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Comply with current Central Government guidance
and proposals.
Provision must be made in accordance with the
housing requirement figures of the Regional Spatial
Strategy.
A robust Housing Assessment will need to be part
of the evidence base.
Saved policies H2-H4, H6, H8, H16-H19, H21-H25.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers all relevant
housing objectives such as
providing an opportunity for
people to meet their housing
needs.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
villages with a good service base. This will
be achieved within the overall urban
area/rural area housing requirement figures,
of the County Structure Plan;

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Provide land in the form of a range of sites
and premises to meet the employment needs
of the District to 2006, having regard to
existing commitments;

The Core Strategy will provide an indication of the
total number of jobs to be provided over the plan
period, and states that there is a need to diversify
employment away from distribution.

Encourage the establishment of new
employment opportunities in the District;
encourage the expansion of existing
businesses where compatible with other
policies of this Plan;

Plan policies to support those objectives that are
still relevant. For example, settlement boundaries
will be defined to help protect vitality and viability of
towns and villages.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers all relevant
employment objectives such as
maintaining and enhancing factors
which are conducive to wealth
creation.

Ensure that development on sites allocated in
the Plan takes place at a satisfactory and
systematic rate;
Ensure that development of land allocated for
residential development and the associated
increase in population, does not outstrip the
increase in new jobs provided locally; and
Ensure a high standard of layout and design
in new development schemes.
Employment Policies

Saved policies EMP3-EMP9, EMP13.
Encourage high standards of design and
landscaping in the development of new
commercial and industrial areas and in the
improvement of existing developments;
Minimise any adverse impact upon the
environment as a result of industrial and
commercial development;
Closely
relate
the
development
of
employment growth to housing development,
in order to reduce commuting;
Provide the basis for economic vitality in the
towns and villages of the District; and
Respond to the changing locational
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Agricultural Policies

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
requirements of existing firms including the
relocation of existing businesses.

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Prevent the loss of the best and most
versatile agricultural land;

The LDD will be informed by the Landscape
Character Assessment.

Control the siting and design of agricultural
buildings;

Plan policies to support those objectives that are
still relevant, such as the systematic re-use of
redundant agricultural buildings.

Implication
is
that
some
agricultural land will be lost so
sustainability issues must be
considered.

Control the conversion and
redundant agricultural buildings;

re-use

of
Saved policies AG4, AG5, AG8, AG9, AG11,
AG12.

Control the development of agriculturally
related enterprises in the countryside; and
Stipulate the circumstances in which
agricultural and replacement dwellings will be
permitted.
Shopping Policies

Maintain and enhance existing shopping
centres so as to encourage new investment
in shopping facilities;
Control the introduction of non-shopping uses
within town centres;

Plan policies to support those objectives that are
still relevant, and strengthen their implementation
(for example, defining town centres and primary
shopping areas).

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers all relevant
shopping objectives such as
enabling all people to have similar
and sufficient access.

Saved policies S5, S10.

Support the development of farm shops.
Recreation, Leisure and Community Policies

Achieve a minimum standard of 2.43ha of
open space provision per 1000 population;
Ensure that open space provision is made
within new housing developments;
Increase the facilities and spaces needed for
present and future recreational and leisure
needs;
Improve access to the countryside and
provision for organised sports, public
enjoyment and education, without causing
environmental damage;
Ensure that the rural population has access
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Plan policies to support those objectives that are
still relevant (for example, retention of important
open space designations) and strengthen their
implementation using the emerging work on the
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study.
Saved policies RL1, RL3, RL5, RL14, CF2-CF6,
CF8.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers all relevant
recreation, leisure and tourism
objectives in terms of their social,
economic and environment role.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
to a basic level of facilities;

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Provide a highway system to enable the
efficient and safe passage of people and
goods and to reduce pedestrian/vehicular
conflict;

Plan policies to support those objectives that are
still relevant, and deliver focused growth in
accordance with the settlement hierarchy outlined
in the RSS.

Minimise the adverse environmental effects
of road traffic;

Saved policies TR1-TR3, TR5, TR6, TR8.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers all relevant
transportation and movement
objectives in terms of their social,
economic
and
environment
implications.

Make better use of existing facilities by
encouraging dual use and advising and
informing the public of the facilities that are
available;
Maximise the potential of disused mineral
working areas, for recreational use;
Foster private sector provision through
planning gain, achieved as a result of
negotiations on planning applications;
Ensure that arrangements are made for the
ongoing maintenance of recreational and
leisure facilities; and
Provision and retention
community facilities.
Transportation, Infrastructure and Movement Policies

of

appropriate

Ensure that parking is provided where
needed;
help maintain and if possible improve public
transport services;
Provide an improved and safer environment
for cyclists and pedestrians;
Ensure that all new development satisfies
highway and parking standards and does not
result in an adverse impact upon the existing
and proposed road network; and
Ensure that provision is made to facilitate the
movement of disabled people.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

LDD policies to have regard to the Rural Strategy,
including the re-use of buildings which can bring
under-used buildings into productive use, and if
used for business purposes can help to boost the
economy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers relevant Rural
Strategy objectives.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Rural Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers relevant Rural
Strategy objectives.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Rural Strategy and help to improve public transport
linkages between rural service centres, the local
service centres and facilitate links between these
centres and the villages.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers relevant Rural
Strategy objectives, and that
improved connections lead to a
reduction in rural isolation and
contribute towards sustainability.

EN Rural Strategy – November 2005
To support sustainable rural diversification, including the
reuse of rural buildings to uses that are appropriate in
scale, form and location

Accommodate demands for diversification of
farms by continuing to develop support for the
appropriate re-use of rural buildings
Help businesses wishing to move into the rural
area to find suitable buildings
Meet demands to re-use rural land and buildings
for appropriate commercial, industrial, tourism,
sport or recreation uses.

Help businesses in rural areas improve their performance
through increased take-up of learning opportunities for
new skills

To identify specific geographical areas of
deprivation, including pockets of deprivation in
otherwise prosperous areas
To work with communities to identify barriers to
learning in these areas and to promote the
benefits of learning
Target groups would include older people, minority
ethnic communities, unemployed people and
families with young children
To address and overcome the identified barriers
and facilitate first steps into learning at a local
level
To liaise with mainstream providers of learning
opportunities

To support and promote the provision of improved and
affordable public transport services

Provide flexible bus services responsive to
communities' needs
Better co-ordination between public transport
service operators.
Improve availability
transport

of

information

on

rural

Develop community transport initiatives, and
integrate these with mainstream public transport
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

To maximise the range and viability of facilities and
services available to rural residents

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
Reduce car dependency, particularly for the young
and the elderly.
Ensure that rural residents have access to an
adequate and appropriate range of facilities and
services

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Rural Strategy, including appropriate site specific
proposals.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers relevant Rural
Strategy objectives.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Rural Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers relevant Rural
Strategy objectives.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Rural Strategy – consultation on the LDD will be in
accordance with the Statement of Community
Involvement.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers relevant Rural
Strategy objectives.

Maintain and improve village halls/community
centres.
Promote and support village post offices, schools,
pubs and churches.
Improve the viability of rural retailing
Improve access to health and social services for
all rural residents
Maintain an adequate level of provision of sports
facilities to meet local needs, including playing
fields.
Prevent rural crime and reduce the fear of crime
To improve the provision of measures to meet the special
needs of the disadvantaged

Target investment to maximise the benefits for
those in the greatest need.
Take greater account of the special needs of
those people who lack resources or face
disadvantage.
Promote equal opportunities to jobs, training,
health, education, shops and information.
Provide social and affordable housing in areas
where there is a demonstrable need.

To reduce remoteness in decision-making by bringing
suitable processes down to more local levels

Help communities to feel part of the decisionmaking process.
Provide opportunities for individuals to participate
in the decision-making process on issues that
significantly affect their quality of life.
Engage all sections of the community in decision-
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
making processes.

To maintain and enhance the biodiversity and variety of
landscape character in the district, including the
protection and management of hedgerows, woodland and
open space

Maintain and enhance biodiversity and the variety
of landscape character.

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Rural Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers relevant Rural
Strategy objectives.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Rural Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers relevant Rural
Strategy
objectives
including
maintaining and enhancing the
quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the landscape.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Strategic Business Plan Strategy and develop,
achieve and maintain social well-being.

Given that economic, social and
environmental objectives of the
Business Plan may conflict, word
SA is such a way as to ensure a
balance between these objectives
is achieved.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Strategic Business Plan Strategy and develop,
achieve and maintain economic well-being.

Given that economic, social and
environmental objectives of the
Business Plan may conflict, word
SA is such a way as to ensure a

Establish a countryside management programme
for protecting and improving the landscape.
Accommodate increased demands for access to
the countryside whilst minimising adverse
environmental impacts

To minimise the loss of individual identity or erosion of
the local character of villages through proposals for new
development.

Improve the acceptability of new development by
ensuring its scale and design is appropriate to its
setting.
Improve Parish Councils, rural organisations' and
rural residents' understanding of the development
planning process.
Stimulate dialogue and generate cooperation
between the Council, developers and residents
affected by new development, and
Promote a forum or other opportunity for local
debate.
Ensure that new development supports existing
communities.

Ensure sustainable design in development
The Welland Partnership Strategic Business Plan 2004/5 – 2006/7 – March 2004
Develop, achieve and maintain Social well-being in the
Welland area

Develop, achieve and maintain Economic
the Welland area

well-being in

Coherent voice for rural issues
Facilitate delivery of affordable housing
Enhance and improve Community Safety
Address social exclusion and diversity, particularly
in rural areas
Engage with young people and respond to their
service needs
Gain investment in rural business, land based
industries and infrastructure
Seek development and joint tourism initiative
opportunities
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
Support development of skills and learning
Support development of transport infrastructure
Develop, achieve and maintain Environmental well-being Develop, protect and enhance built and natural
in the Welland area
environment
Respond to threats and risks to heritage and
natural environment
Ensure environment continues to contribute to
quality of life
EN Economic Development Strategy 2004-2007 – February 2004

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Strategic Business Plan Strategy and develop,
achieve and maintain environmental well-being.

Re-structure local economy such that the effects of the
decline in manufacturing are countered, growth sectors
are supported and new businesses are encouraged

Unemployment below 2.5%

Development policies to reflect the Economic
Development Strategy and support re-structuring of
local economy.

Promote the vitality and viability of market towns

Extend Market Towns Healthcheck
Undertake actions in Thrapston Healthcheck

LDD to develop policies having due regard to
relevant Market Town Healthchecks.

Encourage and support the rural economy

Promote farm diversification, village retailing and
other rural enterprises

Development policies to reflect the Economic
Development Strategy and encourage the rural
economy – such as promoting the re-use of
redundant buildings for employment purposes.
Development policies to reflect the Economic
Development Strategy and support these priorities
and promote tourism.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Economic Development Strategy
objectives, such as wealth
creation and employment.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Economic Development Strategy
objectives, including town centre
vitality and viability.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Economic Development Strategy
objectives.
SA worded in such a way as to
ensure that tourism is managed in
a sustainable way.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Homelessness Strategy.
Develop plan polices that reflect objectives and
seek to deliver more affordable housing – such as
rural exception policy, allocate sites solely for
affordable housing, lower thresholds etc.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Homelessness
Strategy
objectives
–
providing
an
opportunity for people to meet
their housing needs.

Develop policies which have regard to the Flood
Defence Statement, and other aspects of the
emerging evidence base on flooding (Strategic
Flood Risk Assessment). Consideration given to
adopting an appropriate year standard of flood
protection and establishing policies requiring
appropriate assessment of risks and measures.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers issues of water
conservation and management.

Promote EN as a visitor destination,
investment and develop local visitor industry

encourage

Develop projects to promote walking and cycling

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA
balance between these objectives
is achieved.
Given that economic, social and
environmental objectives of the
Business Plan may conflict, word
SA is such a way as to ensure a
balance between these objectives
is achieved.

The Welland Partnership Homelessness Review – June 2003
Joint working to raise awareness of homelessness and
(provision?) of homelessness services
Secure
more
affordable
accommodation
–
for
young/single people and couples and families

Develop education for young people
Develop/identify exception sites
Bring empty properties back into use in
accordance with the Council’s Empty Property
Strategy

EN Flood Defence Statement 2001
To reduce the risk to people and the developed and
natural environment from flooding and coastal erosion by
encouraging the provision of technically, environmentally
and economically sound and sustainable defence
measures.

•

•

•

To encourage the provision of adequate
and cost effective flood warning
systems
To encourage the provision of
adequate, economically, technically and
environmentally sound and sustainable
flood defence measures
To
discourage
inappropriate
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
development in areas at risk from
flooding

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Develop policies to allow for required level of
housing growth, in particular policies which will
enable the development of the required levels of
affordable housing.
Develop policies which will enable the development
of the required levels of affordable housing.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives will robustly allow for
additional housing development to
meet identified housing need.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives will robustly allow for
additional housing development to
meet identified housing need.

Develop regeneration policies for areas where
concentrations of poor housing are identified.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Housing Strategy objectives.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Housing Strategy objectives.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
demands
the
opportunity for people to meet
their housing need.

EN Housing Strategy 2006 - 2009 – June 2006 and EN House Condition Survey 2005 – March 2005
Effective partnership working

Take forward Regional housing priorities.
Actively engage with partner organisations and
key stakeholders to drive forward growth agenda.

Reduction in homelessness, including use of Bed &
Breakfast and temporary accommodation

Work towards continually reducing homelessness
– focus on prevention.
Contribute to production of County homelessness
strategy – work in partnership to ensure its
delivery.
Work towards a reduction in the number of homes
which fail to meet minimum “decent homes”
standard.
Work in partnership with communities to reduce
number of empty properties.

Housing stock to be of a decent standard

Reduction in the number of empty properties

Robust housing needs information

Housing needs survey.
Establish protocol with Strategy and Policy for
demographic and socio-economic data.
Annual data collection from HAs.
Ethnic monitoring arrangements.
Assess, through Housing Market Assessment,
needs of gypsies and travellers and produce
strategy for these, detailing how needs would be
met.

Adequate site provision for gypsies and travellers

Improved provision for vulnerable, disabled
people

and older

Sufficient funding and increased delivery of
affordable housing

new

Appropriate mix of new affordable housing – tenure,

Assess, through support groups and statutory
organisations, the needs of vulnerable groups and
disabled people.
Conduct review of housing for elder people.
Identify
specific
projects
to
provide
accommodation for vulnerable groups (e.g.
sheltered housing) and adaptations for disabled
people, where a requirement for this is identified.
Establish means of estimating sites which might
contribute to affordable housing.
Establish regular site liaison meetings.
Involve preferred partners early on specific sites.
Affordable Housing S106 guidance.
Work with developers/ Housing Associations to
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Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Housing Strategy.
Ensure that outcomes of surveys are incorporated
into plan, including promoting range of housing
provision.

Identification of potential gypsy and traveller sites if
need is identified through Housing Market
Assessment.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Housing Strategy – for example, sheltered housing
targets, thresholds and contributions from housing
allocations.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
demands
the
opportunity for gypsies and
travellers to meet their specific
accommodation needs.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Housing Strategy objectives.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Housing Strategy – for example, sheltered housing
targets, thresholds and contributions from housing
allocations.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Housing Strategy objectives.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the

Ensure wording of sustainability
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD
location, building standards, flexibility

Deal with unfit housing and provide
assistance with housing renewal
Ensure housing health and safety standards

Promote energy efficiency measures

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
ensure appropriate mix of house type and tenure
on new developments.
Continual monitoring of local affordable housing
data.
Ensure affordable housing is only built in
sustainable locations.
Work with relevant partners to develop rural
affordable housing projects.
New developments should meet design and “ecohomes” standards.
Ensure best use has been made of available
space and maximum flexibility obtained.
Assessment of the condition of the housing stock.

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Housing Strategy – for example, affordable
housing targets, tenures, thresholds and
contributions from housing allocations.

objectives
covers
relevant
Housing Strategy objectives.

Inform Housing Strategy, Private Sector Renewal
Strategy and other housing policies.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Housing Strategy objectives.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Housing Strategy objectives.

Assessment of the housing hazards to take the
most satisfactory course of action being:
improvement notices, prohibition orders, hazard
awareness notices, emergency remedial action,
emergency prohibition orders, demolition orders or
slum clearance declarations.
Assessment of energy efficiency level, i.e. SAP
rating and CO2 emissions

Ensure that outcomes of surveys are incorporated
into plan.

Inform Housing Strategy to ensure that housing
stock is compliant with the regulatory requirements,
e.g. Building Regulations and that its energy
efficiency is maximised.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Housing Strategy objectives.

Identifying the extent of homelessness, specifying
actions to reduce and prevent homelessness by
providing hosing advice, resettlement services,
etc.
Meet the government target to reduce the use
of temporary accommodation by 50%, by 2010
(from 2005 levels)

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Housing Strategy, including providing for the
required levels of social rented stock and
affordable housing.
Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Housing Strategy, including providing for the
required levels of social rented stock and
affordable housing.
Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Housing Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Homelessness
Strategy
objectives.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Homelessness
Strategy
objectives.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Homelessness
Strategy
objectives.

Plan policies should promote social, economic and
environmental wellbeing.

Ensure that these requirements
are reflected in the sustainability
appraisal framework.

EN Homelessness Strategy 2007-2010 – 2007
To reduce homelessness through enhanced prevention

To reduce the use of temporary accommodation for
homeless families

To provide support to particularly vulnerable homeless
groups

Identification of these groups, providing specialist
accommodation and support, implementation of
specific initiatives

EN Domestic Violence Strategy 2005-2008 – June 2005
Achieve safer communities by tackling domestic violence
and abuse

Implement projects on prevention and early
intervention, including education and awareness
raising; protection and justice, support for victims
and witnesses.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Deliver improvements for people with disabilities
accessing services and employment

Plan polices should promote accessibility to the
key services, facilities and employment for all.

Ensure that these requirements
are reflected in the sustainability
appraisal framework.

Improved access to services and facilities for
young people
Improved perception of personal and community
safety
Reduced fear of crime
Reduced incidence of flooding
Improved sport and play provision for young
people
Appropriate use of contaminated land
Reduction in the use of temporary accommodation
Improved rural economy with focus on market
towns
Increased opportunities for start up businesses
Clean streets
Improve physical environment
Increased recycling
Improved efficiency of home energy use
Increased level of development on previously
developed land
Adequate site provision for gypsies and travellers
Increased delivery of new affordable housing
Mix of housing on new developments, which
meets housing need

Plan policies should promote social, economic and
environmental well-being.

Ensure that these requirements
are reflected in the sustainability
appraisal framework.

To provide a cleaner environment

Extend the recycling scheme with the aim to
recycle 24% of all waste by 2007.

To achieve safer communities

Implement annual Community Safety Fund Grant
scheme to address community safety issues in the
villages.
Support initiatives to reduce violent crime and
vehicle crime by 5%/year.
Work with Rockingham Forest Trust to develop
Stanwick Lakes as a facility for the district by
2008.
Broaden access to, and impact of, culture and
leisure

The plan will set out detailed policies for the
development, regeneration and planned growth of
Plan area.
Plan policies should promote social, economic and
environmental well-being.

Ensure that these requirements
are reflected in the sustainability
appraisal framework.
Ensure that these requirements
are reflected in the sustainability
appraisal framework.

Plan policies should promote social, economic and
environmental well-being.

SA worded in such a way as to
ensure that development of new
recreational
opportunities
is
managed in a sustainable way.

EN Disability Equality Scheme December 2006-December 2009 – March 2007
Ensure disability equality

EN Best Value Performance Plan 2007/2008 – June 2007
Create safer,

Healthier,

Prosperous,

Cleaner and
Sustainable communities

EN Corporate Plan 2004-2007 – January 2005

To encourage healthier communities
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LDD will take account of proposals that emerge
from River Nene Regional Project
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

To support and develop a prosperous local economy

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
Enhance and improve access to all opportunities
for young people – aged 8 to 18 years across the
district.
Work with local communities to support and
regenerate Thrapston through the Market Towns
Initiatives (MTI) projects.
Exploit potential funding opportunities from
Welland and the Northamptonshire Sub regional
Strategic Partnerships.

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Plan will set out detailed policies for the
development, regeneration and planned growth of
Plan area.

SA to include town centre criteria,
aiming to protect and enhance the
vitality and viability of town
centres and market towns.

LDD to ensure policies maximise those assets
which contribute to the economy.

EN Equality and Anti-Discrimination Policy – March 2005
Comply with Relevant Legislation
Avoid discrimination
Publish information widely and in appropriate formats
Ensure equality in dealing with communications
Consider equalities as part of each policy deliberation

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Equality and Anti-Discrimination Policy.
Review and report on internal and external
communications

Consultation on the LDD must be in accordance
with the Statement of Community Involvement.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Equality and Anti-Discrimination
Policy objectives.

Strategies will contain equalities statement and
demonstrate that consideration has been given to
equalities issues

Use national guidelines to inform practices
EN Race Equality Scheme 2005-2008 – March 2005
Achieve continuous improvement ... to evaluate and
measure performance in terms of equality as well as
setting out our commitments to equality of service,
accessibility and development. This also applies when we
are developing plans, policies and strategies…

Achieve National Race Equality Standards
Listen to all sections of the community (p4)
Each Head of Service will be given guidance on
the requirements of the Race Relations
(Amendments) Act before carrying out an
assessment of services and policies ...

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Race Equality Scheme. Consultation on the LDD
must be in accordance with the Statement of
Community Involvement.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers relevant Race
Equality
Scheme
objectives,
including similar access to
services,
facilities
and
opportunities for all.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Contaminated Land Strategy and use the
information to inform the site specific proposals
and land use allocations.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives (soil and land) covers
relevant
Contaminated
Land
Strategy objectives.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Communications
Strategy
objectives.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant

EN Contaminated Land Strategy – October 2005
Establish systems to manage information
Desk based survey of area and prioritise sites
Preliminary risk assessment of sites
Detailed inspections
Provide and maintain a public register
Assess new information provided by the planning process
EN Communications Strategy – February 2007
Raise profile of ENCSP

Availability of statistics and facts

Develop plan polices that reflect the objectives of
the Communications Strategy.

Create effective working partnerships which benefit the
local community as a whole

Encourage partnership agencies to promote the
work of the ENCSP

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Communications Strategy.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA
Communications
objectives.

Strategy

EN Community Safety Strategy 2005-2008 – May 2005
Reducing Crime

Tackling Drugs, Alcohol and Substance Misuse

•
Reduce crime by 20% by March 2008
•
Reduce residential burglary
•
Reduce auto crime
•
Reduce violent crime
Support delivery of drug strategy priorities

Develop plan polices that reflect the objectives of
the Community Safety Strategy, for example
design policies, secure parking.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Community
Safety
Strategy
objectives.

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Community Safety Strategy.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Community
Safety
Strategy
objectives.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Community
Safety
Strategy
objectives.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives
covers
relevant
Community
Safety
Strategy
objectives.

Tacking Anti-Social Behaviour

•
•

Target priority ASBO areas
Reduce criminal damage

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Community Safety Strategy.

Creating a Safer Environment

•

Divert young people away from crime
and ASBO
Improve safety in villages and rural
areas
Monitor effectiveness of CCTV scheme
Increase reporting
Reduce repeated domestic violence

Develop plan polices that reflect objectives of the
Community Safety Strategy.

•
•
•
•
EN Thrapston Regeneration Masterplan October 2003
Improve retail choice and environment

The Masterplan underwent extensive public
consultation and areas of consensus regarding the
future of the town and the report will be used to
inform the production of the LDD.

Encourage affordable housing and a mix of uses

-

Enhance the visual appearance of public areas

Lighting schemes
Landscape improvements

Improve community facilities

-

LDD to consider sites which could deliver an
overall strategy of regeneration and enhancement
of the town in accordance with planning principles.
LDD to consider site specific proposals for mixed
use redevelopments.
LDD to support this objective.
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Ensure that the SA is worded so
as to provide a robust assessment
of any proposed regeneration
scheme.

SA housing criteria to ensure the
opportunity for people to meet
their housing need.
SA criteria to include maintaining
and enhancing the quality and
distinctiveness
of
the
built
environment.
SA to reflect objectives as part of
wider need to nurture a sense of
belonging
in
a
cohesive
community.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD
Improve parking provision
Make highway improvements
Public consultation

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
Traffic claming and crossing points
Improve footpath links
Redevelop cattle market site
Redevelop library site
Increase parking provision
Improve traffic congestion
New facilities
NO housing in town centre

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

LDD to consider site specific proposals for town
centre, including parking provision.
LDD to support this objective.

SA to reflect need to improve
parking provision and highway
improvements whilst having due
regard to environmental impacts.
Ensure that the SA is worded so
as to provide a robust assessment
of any proposed regeneration
scheme.

LDD to consider proposals as part of overall
strategy of regeneration and enhancement of the
town.

EN Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study – January 2006
Parks, open spaces and sports facilities can play a role in
achieving priority themes of the community plan and
cultural strategy
Parks and open spaces cut across many wide-ranging
issues and can impact on health levels and the local
economy during the current growth period

Parks and open spaces contribute to community safety
objectives
Value of open spaces and parks is recognised by both the
Council, partners and the local community

Significant protection is placed on existing open spaces,
and there are detailed requirements in place to ensure that
the parks and open spaces infrastructure develops in the
context of the population growth

Although there is a reasonable distribution of
public open space within the strategy area, the
overall quality of these spaces is unknown.
Opportunities for increased usage and promotion
of watercourses to meet new tourism markets.
A former railway route has been recognised as a
potential recreational route –the development of a
green strategy for the area is planned and future
development and enhancement of this network
may consequently become a regional strategic
priority.
Although there is a reasonable distribution of
public open space within the strategy area, the
overall quality of these spaces is unknown.
Strong landscape character in the District.
Protect, enhance and manage local environment
with regard to regional and wider implications.
Reinforce the Nene Way as a centre piece to the
Regional Park.
Importance of biodiversity is recognised and
promoted within the strategy and it is stated that
opportunities to enhance wildlife and biodiversity
should be exploited on the assumption that it is
not to the detriment of the resource itself. The
protection of wildlife sites is highlighted as a key
priority.
Absence of common land, moor, coastline and
mountain means that free access to open
countryside is limited.
Develop
accessible
inter-connected
green
infrastructure network.
Country parks and areas of accessible woodland
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Sufficient recreational and amenity open space
must be provided throughout the Plan area to meet
the existing and future open space needs of the
community.
LDD to consider developing strategic options
including existing provision to be retained,
enhanced or relocated, provision that is surplus to
requirements and provision for new open spaces
and built facilities.

SA Framework to be worded so
as to ensure due consideration for
open space issues throughout the
production of the LDD.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
are of key importance.
20:20 Vision Group Thrapston Market Town Healthcheck Action Plan June 2004
To promote the role of Thrapston as a market town and service centre for the wider community:
Improve vitality
Vacant premises filled
Future sites for retail/small businesses
Encourage residents to shop
Relocate Cattle Market and mixed
redevelopment
Enhance visual appearance of the town centre
Continue improving
Conservation Area fit

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Consider how the plan can address the objectives,
including relevant site specific proposals.

Ensure that the wording of the SA
reflects vitality and viability issues.

Consider how the plan can address the objectives,
including relevant site specific proposals.

Consider sustainability objectives
that would ensure due regard is
given to the role of town centres.
Ensure that the wording of SA
objectives for landscape include
setting
and
character
of
settlement.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers all relevant
transportation issues.

use

Enhance the “gateways” to Thrapston

Ensure future development enhances town
Improve access to Thrapston Lake, Town Walk
and footpaths

The plan will set out detailed policies for the
development, regeneration and planned growth of
Thrapston.

Improve transport provision and minimise traffic problems

Alleviate congestion and parking problems
Maintain High St short stay parking
Provide more mobility impaired parking
Better transport links with rural area
New leisure centre and pool
Promote use of existing community facilities
Improve children’s play areas
Improve basic service provision for residents
within the town
Consider relocating library
Consider relocating fire station
Provide drop-in centre or café
Investigate building skate park

The plan will set out detailed policies for the
development, regeneration and planned growth of
Thrapston.

Improve provision of sport, leisure and community
facilities

Improve facilities for young people

Consider how the plan can address the objectives,
including relevant site specific proposals.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers sport, leisure
and community facilities.

Consider how the plan can address the objectives,
including relevant site specific proposals.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives respects accessibility
for all.

To enable 40 homes per annum to be provided

Promote policies to achieve this objective, in liaison
with the Council’s strategic housing team and in
response to emerging Housing Assessment work.

Ensure sustainability appraisal
framework objectives are worded
in such a way as to reflect the
objectives of the strategy.

New accommodation
Develop three tourism projects
Association with River Nene development
Develop two projects related to arts
Develop two projects related to heritage
Encourage … improvement of quality standards
Promote use of public transport

LDD to ensure policies maximise those assets
which attract visitors and contribute to the
economy.

SA worded in such a way as to
ensure that tourism is managed in
a sustainable way.

EN Empty Property Strategy – 2007
To provide a framework within which an empty property
and redundant buildings initiative can be developed to
bring properties back into use
EN Tourism Strategy 2005-2008 – June 2005
Encourage sustainable tourism opportunities

Provide high quality visitor experience
Develop sustainable tourism industry

B-22

LDD to encourage tourism development in larger
settlements and appropriate small scale schemes
in accordance with government guidance.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
Develop three projects

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

The LDD will take account of any proposals that
emerge from the River Nene Regional Project.
EN Capital Strategy and The Corporate Asset Management Plan 2nd Revision September 2005
To develop/produce/update the Asset Management Plan
within the required time scale
To exercise overall responsibility for the strategic
management of all Council’s land and property assets and
make recommendations to the Resources Committee as
appropriate
To appraise and challenge the effective and efficient use,
appropriateness and ownership of all capital assets
To develop Authority wide priorities linked to the
Council’s priority themes and core values as detailed in
the Performance Plan
To co-ordinate the disposal and acquisition of any capital
assets and ensure their compliance with the Council’s
priority themes and core values
To provide support to any service reviews and
performance improvement which have significant capital
asset involvement
To develop links with stakeholders, customers, shared
use and co-location partners to improve facilities/working
relationships (via consultation and other appropriate
means)
To ensure that records held contain basic, core and
intermediate data on all the Authority’s property
To ensure that land and buildings records held by the
Authority’s are correct
To review and develop, as appropriate, a computerised
asset database.
To carry out reviews of property within the specified
categories of assets set out in the Asset Management Plan
in accordance with an agreed programme
To co-ordinate the disposal and/or acquisition of any
capital assets and ensure their compliance with the
Council’s priority themes and core values
EN CCP Arts Strategy 2005 (Draft)

No targets

Consider how policies can support the Capital
Strategy and the Corporate Asset Management
Plan.

Ensure that the requirements of
the Plan are reflected in the
sustainability
appraisal
framework.

The arts will present opportunities to deliver a sustainable
route to environmental improvements

1.1

Develop plan policies that reflect objectives.
Explore the possibilities for the LDD to incorporate
a strategic approach to public art and
environmental arts projects.

Ensure that the objectives of the
Arts Strategy are reflected in the
sustainability appraisal.

Use the arts to help to improve the image
of the district and to support plans for
growth, through positive community
activities.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Arts and cultural activities will support the regeneration of
rural and urban areas

Arts and cultural activities will strengthen community life
and can promote social inclusion

The Company in partnership with its stakeholders will
provide strategic leadership for arts development
throughout the District

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
1.1
Develop a strategic approach to public
art.
1.2
Promote public participation in green
spaces and woodland sites and assist in
their interpretation and enjoyment,
through environmental arts projects.
2.1
Maintain support and develop Chichele
College
2.2
Integrate arts and heritage development
2.3
Ensure the culture agenda is considered
in regeneration
2.4
Seek to encourage more artists,
freelance creative practitioners and
creative businesses to relocate to and
stay in East Northants.
3.1
Build on the strengths of arts education
links between schools, artists and arts
organisations.
3.2
Ensure that arts and creative activities
are
fully embedded
within
the
community development and health
improvement programmes.
3.3
Work with other partners to
ensure that young people have access
to a range of arts and creative activities
which meet their cultural and social
needs.
4.1
The Company in partnership with its
stakeholders will provide strategic
leadership
for
arts
development
throughout the district.

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Plan policies to support objectives where possible.

Ensure that the wording of the SA
reflects the different facets of
wealth
creation
to
include
“creative businesses” and the like.

Plan policies to support objectives where possible.

Consider sustainability objectives
that aim to increase art and
cultural activities.

Plan policies in the LDD to support the work of the
Company.

Consider sustainability objectives
that promote arts development.

Consider how the plan can contribute to the
objective.

Ensure sustainable objectives aim
to create and maintain a
sustainable environment.
Ensure that the objective is
reflected in the sustainability
appraisal framework.
Consider sustainability objectives
that aim to ensure design in
context.
Ensure that the objective is
reflected in the sustainability

EN Design in Context – March 2005
The creation
environment

and

maintenance

Development to promote
environmental wellbeing

of

social,

a

sustainable

economic

and

Plan policies should promote social, economic and
environmental wellbeing.

Design in relation to context, sustainability, safety and
wellbeing

Consider how the plan can contribute to the
objective.

Progressive and pro-active approach to the design of
buildings, spaces around them and associated

Consider how the plan can contribute to the
objective.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Planning applications to include Design
Statement
•
New development should contribute to
quality of environment and wellbeing of
community
•
Buildings efficient use of resources and
energy
•
New building accessible to all ages and
disabilities
•
Development to be safe and secure
•
New buildings capable of adaptation to
meet needs of users
•
Location and design should minimise
need to travel and provide opportunities
to use healthier less polluting transport
•
Development to respect natural and
built environ, encouraging habitat
creation, protection and biodiversity
•
Housing
to
create
balanced
communities mixing dwelling sizes and
tenures
EN Supplementary Planning Document – Developer Contributions – June 2006

Develop plan policies in line with the principles and
objectives of “design in context”.

appraisal framework.
Ensure that the objectives are
reflected in the sustainability
appraisal framework.

Developer contributions for education

Consider how the plan can contribute towards the
delivery of appropriate infrastructure, services and
facilities. LDD to revise targets over the plan
period, thresholds for contributions, etc.

infrastructure
Design to be a primary consideration

Developer contributions – affordable housing

Developer contributions – open space/ sports/ recreation

Developer contributions – community facilities

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
•

Applications for residential development: > 10
units or 0.28 ha area.
Contributions towards new schools, pre-school
provision and post-16 education.
Availability of affordable housing at low enough
cost to afford.
Include provision for housing to remain affordable
for future eligible households.
Minimum threshold – settlements > 3000
population – 15 dwelling developments (towns).
Minimum threshold – settlements < 3000
population – 10 dwelling developments (villages)
40%
affordable
housing target
–
new
developments.
Applications for residential development > 15
dwellings or 0.42 ha.
Contributions for open space – 2.43 ha/ 1000
population – settlements > 1000.
Applications for residential development: > 10
units or 0.28 ha area.
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LDD policies to support sustainable building
methods.

Objectives can also be supported through policies
derived from the Rushden and Higham Ferrers
Masterplan and Irthlingborough Health Check. The
SPD is specifically intended to support policies
throughout
East
Northamptonshire’s
Local
Development Documents.

Ensure that the need to provide
the opportunities for people to
meet
the
full
range
of
sustainability
objectives
and
aspirations in the framework.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Developer contributions – libraries
Developer contributions for flood risk management

Developer contributions – transport improvements

Developer contributions – healthcare

Developer contributions – crime and disorder

Developer contributions – environment and amenity

Developer contributions – recycling and waste
management
Developer contributions – archaeology and the historic
environment

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
Contributions towards general community facilities
– community halls etc.
Contributions towards improved library facilities –
developments > 10 dwellings.
Contributions towards flood risk management/
mitigation measures – developments > 10
dwellings/ 1000 m2 floor space/ 1 ha.
Contributions
towards
public
transport
improvements – developments > 10 dwellings/
1000 m2 floor space/ 1 ha.
Also, provision of new highways, walking/ cycling
facilities, where appropriate
Contributions
towards
improved
primary
healthcare facilities – developments > 10
dwellings.
Contributions
towards
crime/
disorder
management measures – developments > 10
2
dwellings/ 500 m floor space/ 1 ha.
Provision of CCTV, security lighting etc.
Contributions
towards
public
transport
improvements – developments > 10 dwellings
(0.28 ha)/ 1000 m2 floor space/ 1 ha (nonresidential).
Provision of landscaping, enhancement, green
infrastructure, biodiversity improvements.
Contributions towards improved recycling facilities
etc – developments > 10 dwellings.
Generally use of planning conditions – any site
with potential cultural, heritage, archaeological
significance.

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Guidance on developer contributions
SCI
Plan for RNOT
Promote Parish Plans

Consultation on LDD must be governed by SCI.
Developer contributions guidance will form part of
the LDF alongside this LDD.
Plan policies to support the production of Parish
Plans and their role in informing LDD policies.

Appraisal to ensure that growth is
“beneficial” in sustainability terms.

Designate 3 Local Nature Reserves by end 2006
Create, by 2019, new habitat areas:
42 ponds, 15ha wet and neutral grassland, 6ha
wet woodland and 15ha calcareous grassland
Noise pollution strategy by end 2005

Plan policies to support those objectives which
have a spatial implication for example, through the
designation of local nature reserves.

EN Community Strategy – May 2005
Environment and infrastructure
LDP which promotes beneficial development

Protect and promote villages

Improve environmental and visual quality
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Consider
sustainability
implications of village growth for
example liveability issues.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives covers all environment
objectives.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Reduce waste and increase recycling

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
Maintain pocket parks initiative
Promote visual and environmental qualities of
Parish Plans
Achieve 24% household waste recycling by 2006

Reduce dependence on car

Promotion of Travel Plans

Plan policies to support sustainable transport
methods.

Improve access to public transport

Rural Transport Plan by April 2006

Policies to support improved access to public
transport, developing on Rural Transport Plan.

Develop leisure activities

Green access plan to services accessible by foot,
cycle, horse and canoe

Make prudent use of natural resources

Promote energy efficiency

Policies to support sustainable transport methods
and leisure provision. Build on existing work on
Green Infrastructure conducted across North
Northamptonshire.
Policies to develop and support this objective
where within the scope of the LDD.

Health and Housing
Improve access to health and housing
Improve health and housing access

30% of new housing to be affordable or social
Expand GP premises and services
Provision of Key Worker housing
Bring 37 empty properties into use by end 2007

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Consider how the plan can contribute to the
objectives and targets for recycling.

Sustainability
framework
to
include criteria for waste /
recycling.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives so that reduced car
dependence is achieved.

LDD will aim to deliver an appropriate amount of
affordable / social housing, giving regard to local
circumstance.
LDD will ensure the adequate provision of GP
premises and services in liaison with PCTs.
Policies to support these objectives.

Improve health and wellbeing of older people

Deal with unwholesome dwellings

Improve health and safety

Encourage impact of culture to promote healthy
lifestyles
Reduce by 10% by 2006

Policies to support this objective.

Increase child care provision quality

Policies to support this objective.

Reduce number 16-18yr olds not in education,
employment or training
Increase number 16-25yr olds in development

Policies to support this objective, for example
through the provision of employment sites.

Reduce homelessness
Education and lifelong learning
Maintain and enhance quality services for foundation
stage education
Promote learning
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Policies to support these objectives.

Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives so as to promote
sustainable transport methods.
Ensure wording of sustainability
objectives so as to promote green
access.
Ensure sustainability objectives
include prudent use of natural
resources and promotion of
energy efficiency.

Ensure sustainability framework
has due regard to housing issues
and access to health care
facilities.

Ensure SA incorporates improved
levels of well-being for all and
disparities
between
different
groups.
Ensure SA incorporates improved
health and safety.
SA to incorporate these housing
objectives.
Consider all facets of education
provision through SA.
Consider all facets of education
provision through SA.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Address skill shortages

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
opportunities by end 2007
Work based learning availability

Community safety
Reducing crime

Reduce residential burglary and auto crime

Creating a safer environment
Economic development
Encourage manufacturing, existing and new businesses

Improve safety in villages and rural areas

Encourage economic development and regeneration

Promote potential development sites to new or
expanding companies
n/a

Improve information, advice and support services for local
businesses

n/a

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Expansion opportunities. Diversify the economy in
accordance with the Core Strategy proposals.

Consider all facets of education
provision through SA.

LDD will aim to reduce crime through appropriate
planning mechanisms, such as good design.

SA to include aspects of crime.

LDD to support this objective through appropriate
identification of development sites.
LDD to support this objective through appropriate
identification of development sites.
Policies to support this objective.

SA criteria to be used in site
selection.
SA criteria to be used in site
selection.
SA to be worded in such a way as
to support these local business
and economic development.
SA to include town centre criteria,
aiming to protect and enhance the
vitality and viability of town
centres and market towns.
Ensure economic aspects of SA
are worded so as to include the
rural economy and not just the
towns.
SA to include tourism within
objectives - important aspect of
wealth creation, employment and
so on.

Promote vitality and viability of market towns

Extend Market Towns Healthcheck action plans

Encourage and support the rural economy

Promote farm diversification, village retailing and
rural enterprises

Promote the visitor industry

Undertake projects in Tourism Action Plan

LDD to support tourism.

10% reduction per year and no rough sleepers.
No use of B&B accommodation
Temporary housing stock to be reduced by 6 units
per year, to a total reduction of 25 units, to 2010
100% of housing stock meeting the decent homes
standard.
Reduction of at least 5 empty properties per year,
by putting them back into use.
Minimum of 196 affordable housing units
developed over the 2006- 2008 period, with 100%
of vulnerable people being provided with
accommodation and support.
No unauthorised encampments

Policies in LDD to implement the Housing Strategy.

SA to reflect Housing Strategy
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

Policies in LDD to implement the Housing Strategy.

SA to reflect Housing Strategy
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

Policies in LDD to implement the Housing Strategy.
and seek to deliver more affordable housing – such
as rural exception policy, allocate sites solely for
affordable housing, lower thresholds etc.
Policies in LDD to implement the Housing Strategy.

SA to reflect Housing Strategy
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

Policies to promote vitality and viability of market
towns, for example through the sequential
approach to site selection and identification of town
centres, underpinned by findings of Health checks.
LDD policies to support these objectives.

EN Housing Strategy 2006 - 2009 – December 2006
Reduce homelessness and the use of temporary/ B and B
accommodation

Improve housing stock and reduce the number of empty
properties

Improve delivery of a mix of affordable and special needs
housing

Ensure adequate site provision for gypsies and travellers
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SA to reflect Housing Strategy
objectives, through wording of
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA
objectives.

EN Cultural Strategy 2006 - 2009
To maximise the contribution that cultural services and
industries can make to the local economy

To increase and broaden the impact of culture, sport and
the arts for all, to enrich lives, improve health,
strengthen communities, and improve the places where
we live, now and in future generations

To improve cultural and leisure opportunities for young
people increasing their opportunities to participate and
develop their talents

Recognise and include the role of culture in the
regeneration of the district.
Attract visitors to the district through the promotion
of cultural and heritage opportunities
Provide opportunities and increase take up of
cultural and sporting opportunities with particular
reference to areas of higher deprivation in the
district.
Conserve, promote and enhance areas of natural
beauty, wildlife sites and river valleys for the
enjoyment of local communities/visitors.
Improve physical access to cultural events and
facilities.
Enable access to quality arts and entertainment in
the locality
Ensure the cultural infrastructure is developed to
meet the needs of a growing district.
Ensure access to cultural opportunities is
supported by affordable and accessible transport
systems.
Support local voluntary organisations and groups
involved with promoting and protecting local
heritage and historic buildings.

Policies in LDD to implement the Cultural Strategy.

SA to reflect Cultural Strategy
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

Policies in LDD to implement the Cultural Strategy.

SA to reflect Cultural Strategy
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

Work with our partners to develop and support
extra
curricular
activities,
sports,
arts,
environmental projects and initiatives for young
people
Encourage children and young people to lead an
active lifestyle
Ensure that access to cultural opportunities for
young people is supported by affordable and
accessible transport systems.
Consult and involve young people using
appropriate methods and ensure access to the
decision making processes of the Council with
regard to culture

Policies in LDD to implement the Cultural Strategy.

SA to reflect Cultural Strategy
objectives, through wording of
objectives.

To identify how much additional housing could
theoretically be accommodated within the existing
urban areas over the period up to 2021 and

Policies in LDD to consider the objectives of the
Employment Land Review and seek to deliver new
development and redevelopment.

SA to reflect Employment Land
Review
objectives,
through
wording of objectives.

EN Employment Land Review – December 2006
To undertake a holistic and comprehensive survey of the
potential of the urban areas in East Northamptonshire.

B-29

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
whether there is further scope beyond that date.
To identify how much of the additional housing
requirement may need to be accommodated in
urban extensions and other land not adjacent to
the urban areas.
To identify how much of the additional housing
requirement can be accommodated through the
redevelopment of PDLB.
To investigate the scope for intensification of other
uses, such as employment, the potential for
mixed-use
schemes
and
for
qualitative
improvement of recreational open space networks.

Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

To identify the capacity for new development and
redevelopment within the urban areas.

To identify the potential for other uses to be
accommodated within the existing urban areas
over the period up to 2021 and whether there is
further scope beyond that date.
To identify the extent to which other uses may
need to be accommodated by urban extensions
and other land not adjacent to the urban areas.
To identify the extent to which other uses can be
accommodated through the redevelopment of
PDLB.
To inform the proposals of the Local Development
Framework, including the need for Area Action
Plans.

Policies in LDD to consider the objectives of the
Employment Land Review and seek to deliver new
development and redevelopment.

SA to reflect Employment Land
Review
objectives,
through
wording of objectives.

Policies in LDD to consider the objectives of the
Employment Land Review and seek to deliver new
development and redevelopment.

SA to reflect Employment Land
Review
objectives,
through
wording of objectives.

Policies in the LDD to give consideration to the
recommendations of the ‘Integrated Approach to
Sustainable
Rural
Planning
in
East
Northamptonshire’ document; particularly ensuring
provision of employment land for local uses, and
housing/ affordable housing.

Ensure socio-economic aspects of
SA are worded so as to include
the rural economy and not just the
urban envelope.
Ensure socio-economic aspects of
SA are worded so as to include
the rural economy and not just the
urban envelope.

To provide a basis for further survey work to review its
findings and to inform other land-use policies and
proposals.

EN Integrated Approach to Sustainable Rural Planning in East Northamptonshire – January 2006
The role of urban hubs should be clarified and expanded
to recognise that they also operate as Rural Service
Centres for local villages.

No specific targets

Further consideration should be given to identifying and
developing King’s Cliffe as a Local Service Centre, and
that a policy decision be made to explore the potential for
directing further growth to this location to build on and
reinforce this role.
Consideration should be given to developing the concept
of a ‘Rural Service Spine’ extending from Raunds
generally along the Nene Valley and through Oundle to
King’s Cliffe. Within this area priority should be given to
enhancing access and connections with rural villages by
concentrating development at the Rural and Local Service
Centres and improving public transport which is currently

Ensure socio-economic aspects of
SA are worded so as to include
the rural economy and not just the
urban envelope.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA

Implications for the LDD

poor.
Consideration should be given to making provision for
further employment land, primarily for local uses and
offices, and housing in the northern part of East
Northamptonshire at Oundle and other service centres, to
widen access to employment opportunities, affordable
housing and support and enhance existing services.
Further local survey and consultation work is required to
examine, test and agree some of the basic assumptions
made regarding:
• the linkages and roles of individual settlements,
travel patterns for work and to access services
• the views of local communities, local businesses, and
landowners regarding needs, key issues and
additional development
• confirm the existing level and quality of services and
facilities in individual settlements
• agree what ‘reasonable’ levels of access and ‘basic’
local services should be provided or aimed for
• what other larger villages beyond Local Service
Centres should be identified for limited growth, and
whether other settlements provide a Local Service
Centre function
• identify the extent of rural buildings and complexes
of building that may be available and their possible
use.’
EN Strategic Flood Risk Assessment – September 2006
•

•

•

•

Identifying and mapping the areas of flood risk over
the whole of the District within the categories defined
in Planning Policy Guidance Note 25 (PPG25)
Flood risk assessments of a number of study areas
within the District. (Eleven specific study areas were
originally defined and notified by the Council and a
twelfth was added later.)
Assessment of the potential effect on flood risk in
East Northamptonshire of large scale urban
development in the Nene catchment resulting from
the implementation of the subregional development
strategy proposals contained in the Milton Keynes &
South Midlands (MKSM) Sub Regional Strategy
Report
Preparation of guidance notes for developers,
recommending procedures to be followed by

Implications for SA

Ensure socio-economic aspects of
SA are worded so as to include
the rural economy and not just the
urban envelope.

Ensure socio-economic aspects of
SA are worded so as to include
the rural economy and not just the
urban envelope.

Key recommendations:
•

•

•

That East Northamptonshire District Council
utilise the set of five Strategic Flood Risk Maps
prepared for the District in devising strategies
and policies for incorporation in their
forthcoming Local Development Documents.
That the flood risk assessments made for the
twelve study areas identified in this Report be
used to apply the sequential test advocated in
Planning Policy Guidance Note 25 (PPG25) in
deciding the most appropriate areas for
development and the sequence in which those
areas should be developed.
That consideration be given by the Council to
adopting the current 200-year standard of flood
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Policies in the LDD to give consideration to the
recommendations of the ‘Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment’, particularly ensuring that the
sequential test is used regarding development.

SA to reflect Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment objectives, through
wording of objectives.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD
prospective developers for the assessment of flood
risk and measures to be adopted to minimise that risk
and mitigate the effects of increased runoff from the
development on flood risk elsewhere

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
protection afforded by the Environment
Agency's recently completed Thrapston flood
alleviation scheme as a common standard for
all significant development within East
Northamptonshire, both in respect of flood risk
to that development and for measures taken
by developers to attenuate additional runoff
generated by that development.
• That, in conjunction with the Environment
Agency, the District Council consider
undertaking topographic surveys of the open
channels and culverted sections of the
principal Critical Ordinary Watercourses within
the District not included in the Agency's
recently acquired computer model of the River
Nene (namely the Raunds Hog Dyke and the
Skew Bridge Dyke at Rushden) with a view to
extending the Agency's model to include these
watercourses.
• That, in conjunction with Anglian Water,
hydraulic modelling of the two or three largest
surface water sewers in the urban areas of
East Northamptonshire (most notably in
Rushden and Raunds) be undertaken in order
to determine their hydraulic capacity and the
degree of flood risk to neighbouring property
posed by those sewers in a major storm event.
• That the District Council be fully aware of the
potential impact on flood risk in East
Northamptonshire
resulting
from
the
implementation of the Milton Keynes South
Midlands (MKSM) sub-regional strategy
development proposals by other, upstream
local authorities within the Nene catchment,
monitor the formulation and implementation of
the MKSM proposals and make appropriate
representations accordingly.
• As
a
consequence
of
the
above
recommendation, that the District Council give
initial consideration to measures that might be
taken to maintain the present standards of
flood protection currently afforded to riverside
settlements in East Northamptonshire (or
maintaining the current degrees of flood risk in
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Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
those settlements without formal flood
protection) in the event of future large scale
urban development in the Nene catchment
upstream of East Northamptonshire. Such
measures could (for example) include the
provision of additional flood storage capacity in
the
Nene
floodplain
downstream
of
Northampton.
• Because of the importance of ensuring that
any SUDS installed in connection with a large
scale urban development are properly
inspected and maintained over the life of the
development, the District Council may, defacto, find itself faced with this responsibility.
This possibility should be anticipated in each
case at the planning stage and, if applicable in
that case, provision made at that stage for the
funding of the future inspection and
maintenance of the installation by the Council.
• That the District Council adopts the flood risk
alleviation policies suggested in this Report for
dealing with applications for planning consent
from prospective developers, together with the
proposed policy and guidance statements for
developers to assist developers in putting
forward proposals in line with the Council's
flood risk alleviation policies.

EN Market Towns and Rural Regeneration Study – May 2004
Develop a comprehensive approach to the planning of No specific targets
market towns and other service centres, that recognises
rural distinctiveness
Have an informed approach to the development of policies
and actions with regard to wider regeneration and the
activities of the Limited Liability Partnership in
implementing sustainable growth
Identify a local response to the growth area proposals and
the challenges facing the area’s rural communities
EN Urban Potential Study – May 2007
To undertake a holistic and comprehensive survey of the To identify how much additional housing could
potential of the urban areas in East Northamptonshire
theoretically be accommodated within the existing
urban areas over the period up to 2021 and
whether there is further scope beyond that date.
To identify how much of the additional housing
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Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Policies in the LDD to give consideration to the
aims of the ‘Market Towns and Rural Regeneration
Study’.

Ensure that the objectives of the
Market
Towns
and
Rural
Regeneration Study are reflected
in the SA.

Policies in LDD to consider the objectives of the
Urban Potential Study and seek to deliver new
development and redevelopment.

SA to reflect Urban Potential
Study objectives, through wording
of objectives.
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Key aims and objectives relevant to the LDD

To identify the capacity for new development and
redevelopment within the urban areas

To provide a basis for further survey work to review its
findings and to inform other land-use policies and
proposals

Key priorities, actions and targets relevant to
the LDD and SA
requirement may need to be accommodated in
urban extensions and other land not adjacent to
the urban areas.
To identify how much of the additional housing
requirement can be accommodated through the
redevelopment of PDLB.
To investigate the scope for intensification of other
uses, such as employment, the potential for
mixed-use
schemes
and
for
qualitative
improvement of recreational open space networks.
To identify the potential for other uses to be
accommodated within the existing urban areas
over the period up to 2021 and whether there is
further scope beyond that date.
To identify the extent to which other uses may
need to be accommodated by urban extensions
and other land not adjacent to the urban areas.
To identify the extent to which other uses can be
accommodated through the redevelopment of
PDLB.
To inform the proposals of the Local Development
Framework, including the need for Area Action
Plans.
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Implications for the LDD

Implications for SA

Policies in LDD to consider the objectives of the
Urban Potential Study and seek to deliver new
development and redevelopment.

SA to reflect Urban Potential
Study objectives, through wording
of objectives.

Policies in LDD to consider the objectives of the
Urban Potential Study and seek to deliver new
development and redevelopment.

SA to reflect Urban Potential
Study objectives, through wording
of objectives.
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This section presents the findings of the assessment of strategic policy options developed for the RNOTP in full tabular format. A
commentary/explanation for each of the assessment scorings is contained within the tables. Table C.1 below explains the terms and symbols used in
the assessment tables.
Table C.1 - Scoring of Assessment
3
2
1
0
-0.5
0
-1
-2
-3

+++
++
+
0
+/?
----

Major positive - likely to result in substantial progress towards the objective
Medium positive - likely to result in some progress towards the objective
Minor positive - likely to result in very limited progress towards the objective
Neutral outcome
Range of possible positive and negative outcomes
Uncertain outcome
Minor negative - likely to be to the very limited detriment of achieving the objective
Medium negative - likely to be to the limited detriment of achieving the objective
Major negative - likely to be substantially detrimental to achieving the objective
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1 - SETTLEMENT BOUNDARIES
Option A
Option B
Option C
Settlement boundaries will be delineated on maps based on the extent of Settlement boundary based on strong and distinct physical barriers. Continue with the written definition instead of indicating boundaries
on a base plan.
the main built up area and defined using the approach set out in the
Preferred Options Report. This will provide reliable and consistent
means of directing development to the main body of the settlement.
Restraint Villages have no settlement boundary.
SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Score

++

Score
Commentary/Explanation
Keeping development more compact within a defined boundary
should support better accessibility within settlements.

Commentary/Explanation
Less concentrated development may reduce the viability
and attractiveness of accessing local services by public
transport, walking or cycling in certain areas, with
disbenefits for this objective.

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs

-

Housing development could be constrained by this option.

+

Potential inclusion of land outside existing built-up areas
may provide more opportunities for housing development
of different types.

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social
well-being, and reduce health disparities between
different groups and different areas

+

To the extent this option will encourage compact settlements
with easier access to local services, this objective should be
supported.

-

In so far as this option may result in more dispersed
development patterns, with reduced access to local
services, there are likely to be some adverse effects
against this objective.

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for
people to enjoy living, working and for recreation and to
protect and enhance residential amenity

0
+

0
+

No obvious effects.

0

Restricting development within defined boundaries should help
settlements retain their character and identity, which may
benefit this objective.
No obvious effects.

-

0

No obvious effects.
May be some detrimental effects if development outside
existing built-up area adversely affects local character and
identity.
No obvious effects.

Score

+

+/+

0
-

0

Commentary/Explanation
To the extent the option will encourage more compact
development within the existing built-up area, the
objective should be supported.
Housing development could be constrained by this
option, although uncertainty over boundaries may result
in more opportunities in certain areas.
To the extent this option will encourage compact
settlements with easier access to local services, this
objective should be supported.
No obvious effects.
To the extent the option may lead to less predictable
outcomes due to interpretation of boundaries, there may
be some detrimental effects against this objedtive.
No obvious effects.

Defined boundaries should help encourage development which
is more in keeping with the local environment, which may
benefit this objective.

+

Potential inclusion of land outside existing built-up areas
may provide more opportunities for development which
benefits this objective.

-

To the extent the option may lead to less predictable
outcomes due to interpretation of boundaries, there may
be some detrimental effects against this objedtive.

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and
green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid
habitat fragmentation

++

Restricting development beyond defined boundaries should
help protect local wildlife and habitats in surrounding areas.

-

Potential development of land outside existing built-up
areas may adversely affect local wildlife and habitats.

+

Restricting development outside the existing built-up
area should help protect local wildlife and habitats in
surrounding areas, although less certainty over
boundaries may reduce potential benefits.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built
environment

++

Defined boundaries should help encourage development which
is more in keeping with the local environment and prevent
encroachment of development on nearby areas of landscape
value.

-

Potential development of land outside existing built-up
areas may adversely affect nearby areas of landscape
value.

+

The option should help prevent encroachment of
development on nearby areas of landscape value,
although less certainty over boundaries may reduce
potential benefits. Effects on the built environment may
be more variable, due to less certainty over boundaries.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural value
and their settings

+/-

Concentrating development within defined built-up area may
create pressure for development in areas with historic value.
However, the option should also help protect sites, features
and their settings in nearby areas.

+/-

Development less constrained within the existing built-up
area may help reduce potential pressures in areas with
historic value. However, potential development of land
outside existing built-up areas may adversely affect sites,
features and their settings in nearby areas.

+/-

Concentrating development within the existing built-up
area may create pressure for development in areas with
historic value. However, the option should also help
protect sites, features and their settings in nearby areas,
although less certainty over boundaries may reduce
potential benefits.

+

To the extent the option will result in more compact
development closer to local services, thereby encouraging
walking and cycling, as well as higher development densities,
there should be some benefits to this objective.

-

To the extent the option may lead to a more dispersed
development pattern, thereby making walking and cycling
to local services less attractive and increasing car
dependence, as well as encouraging lower development
densities, there may be some adverse effects against this
objective.

+

To the extent the option will result in more compact
development closer to local services, thereby
encouraging walking and cycling, as well as higher
development densities, there should be some benefits to
this objective.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal
shift to more sustainable transport modes

+

To the extent the option will result in more compact
development closer to local services, thereby encouraging
walking and cycling, there should be some benefits to this
objective.

-

To the extent the option may lead to a more dispersed
development pattern, thereby making walking and cycling
to local services less attractive, there may be some
adverse effects against this objective

+

To the extent the option will result in more compact
development closer to local services, thereby
encouraging walking and cycling, there should be some
benefits to this objective.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

-

Constraining development within defined boundaries may lead
to congestion in certain areas, with disbenefits for local air
quality.

+/-

A potentially more dispersed development pattern may
reduce the possibility of congestion in central areas, with
attendant benefits for local air quality. However, the option
may result in a greater rise in car traffic, with disbenefits
for this objective.

-

Constraining development within the built-up area may
lead to congestion in certain areas, with disbenefits for
local air quality.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface
water resources and minimise demand for water

+

Restricting development beyond defined boundaries should
help reduce potential negative effects on local water resources.

-

Development in open countryside has the potential to
increase negative effects on local water resources. A rise
in road traffic from more dispersed development is likely to
increase the risk of polluted run-off.

+

Restricting development beyond the existing built-up
area should help reduce potential negative effects on
local water resources.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk

+/-

Concentrating development within defined built-up areas,
encouraging higher densities, should help reduce overall
increase in area of hard surfacing and hence reduce potential
to exacerbate local flood risk. However, in settlements with
existing flood risk, the option may expose more dwellings to
flood risk.

-

More dispersed, lower density development is likely to lead
to a greater increase in the overall area of hard standing,
and disruption of natural drainage, potentially exacerbating
local flood risk.

+/-

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

++

Concentrating development within defined built-up areas,
encouraging infill and higher overall densities, should benefit
this objective.

--

More dispersed, lower density development represents a
less efficient use of land.

+

Concentrating development within existing built-up
areas, encouraging infill and higher overall densities,
should benefit this objective.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including productive
soils

+

Encouraging more compact development within defined builtup areas should help ensure better use of existing buildings
and infrastructure and less landtake in areas with productive
soils.

-

More dispersed, lower density development is less likely to
make use of existing buildings and infrastructure and likely
to require more resources to construct and operate.

+

Encouraging more compact development within existing
built-up areas should help ensure better use of existing
buildings and infrastructure and less landtake in areas
with productive soils.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing
energy efficiency and production of renewable energy

+

By encouraging more energy efficient higher density
development, and less use of cars for local trips, there should
be some benefits to this objective.

-

The less energy efficient lower density development which
is likely to result from this option, together with greater
reliance on cars resulting from more dispersed
development pattern, will not benefit this objective.

+

By encouraging more energy efficient higher density
development, and less use of cars for local trips, there
should be some benefits to this objective.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling
and composting

+

More concentrated, compact development should provide
greater opportunities for recycling and other local sustainable
waste management initiatives.

-

Lower density, more dispersed development is likely to
reduce the effectiveness of recycling and other local
sustainable waste management initiatives.

+

More concentrated, compact development should
provide greater opportunities for recycling and other local
sustainable waste management initiatives.

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

+

Directing development within exisiting built-up areas should
support growth of local businesses, with benefits for this
objective.

-

More dispersed settlements may negatively affect
patronage of local businesses, with disbenefits for this
objective.

+

Directing development within exisiting built-up areas
should support growth of local businesses, with benefits
for this objective.

Concentrating development within existing built-up
areas, encouraging higher densities, should help reduce
overall increase in area of hard surfacing and hence
reduce potential to exacerbate local flood risk. However,
in settlements with existing flood risk, the option may
expose more dwellings to flood risk.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to
wealth creation, including infrastructure and the local
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

++

By directing and concentrating development within defined builtup areas, this option should help retain and enhance the
qualities and strengths of existing settlements.

-

More dispersed settlements, with some development in
open countryside, may detrimentally affect the qualities
which attract visitors and investors.

++

By directing and concentrating development within
defined built-up areas, this option should help retain and
enhance the qualities and strengths of existing
settlements.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town
centres and market towns

++

Focusing development within defined built-up areas should
help enhance the vitality and viability of the service centres.

--

Less concentrated development may result in a lack of
focus for existing town centres and a decline in local
businesses, with negative effects against this objective.

++

Focusing development within defined built-up areas
should help enhance the vitality and viability of the
service centres.
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2 - PHASING
Option A
The plan will propose a mechanism to control the rate and location of development in accordance
with the sequential approach and the delivery of jobs and infrastructure.
SA Objective

Score

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key
services, facilities and employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs

++

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social well-being, and
reduce health disparities between different groups and different areas

++

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

++

Commentary/Explanation
Phasing development with infrastructure improvements should ensure that accessibility is
improved as required.
The option is likely to ensure that housing needs are met by providing not only the
necessary housing but the services and infrastructure required to support them.
Providing the adequate infrastructure and services for an increase in population will be
important to ensure services are not stretched, which would have negative effects on well
being.

+

The option should help to ensure that the local environment is improved in line with
development to ensure it prevents crime and doesn't encourage criminal activities in under
funded areas.

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst
respecting diversity
6 To improve overall levels of education and skills

++

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy
living, working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential
amenity

++

A community will require adequate infrastructure and services. This option should provide
these.
Education services should be adequately developed in line with development under this
option.
The option should help to ensure that the environment remains attractive and pleasant for
residents. Local jobs and services should also be provided.

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green
infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

--

The local biodiversity may be negatively affected by development and the provision of
additional services and infrastructure. In the longer term greenfield sites are likely to be
affected by development, with disbenefits for local wildlife. However, the option may help to
ensure green spaces are provided, which could help to reduce pressure on local wildlife.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of
the natural landscape and the built environment
10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical,
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

+

There may be some benefits under this option if it results in improved public transportation
and alternatives to vehicle transport thus reducing the overall volume of traffic.

+

There may be some benefits under this option if it results in improved public transportation
and alternatives to vehicle transport.
There may be some benefits under this option if it results in improved road links to ensure
congestion does not develop and if the option provides additional public transportation and
alternatives to vehicle transport; an increase in congestion would give rise to additional
emissions to air.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more
sustainable transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality

++

+
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14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources
and minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

++

An increase in development and associated infrastructure is likely to give rise to increased
hard surfacing, which may result in increased polluted run-off.
An increase in development and associated infrastructure is likely to give rise to increased
hard surfacing and localised risk of flooding.
Increasing infrastructure in line with development should help to ensure that any new
development that is built is economically active and popular with residents thus ensuring it
is good use of land. The sequential approach helps to ensure that brownfield land is
prioritised and greenfield sites are used as a last resort.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils

-

Creating the associated infrastructure will undoubtedly result in increased resource
consumption, but it should mean that the use of resources to construct new developments
was worthwhile because they are economically active and popular with residents. The
sequential approach helps to ensure that brownfield land is prioritised and greenfield sites
are used as a last resort.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and
production of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting

0

No obvious effects.

++

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

+++

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation,
including infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that are
attractive to visitors and investors

+++

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market
towns

++
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Providing adequate infrastructure in line with development should help to ensure that
waste is collected and disposed of more sustainably.
The provision of jobs in line with development should maintain local employment
opportunities.
The option should provide the necessary infrastructure to met increasing demands and
thus continue to attract investors and visitors to the area.
The viability of towns will be dependent on the provision of appropriate infrastructure. Thus
this option is beneficial.
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3 - HOUSING DENSITY
Option A
Option B
An overall target of 35 dwellings per hectare will be sought. In villages it may be Setting a minimum required density for all individual developments
appropriate to look at a lower density than the overall target and in town centre regardless of location.
locations it may be suitable to apply a higher density.
SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key
services, facilities and employment areas

Score

Commentary/Explanation

+++ Higher density developments are likely to result in better access to

Score

--

local services.

Commentary/Explanation
This approach may result in developments with high density in
areas that are relatively isolated, therefore exacerbating the
problem.

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs

+

Higher density may result in more availability of housing, but this will
depend on the mix of housing.

--

Requiring minimum densities may result in some developments
being of an inapproriate density for the needs of the community,
and result in unnecessary numbers and types of housing being
created in certain areas.

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social well-being, and reduce
health disparities between different groups and different areas

+

Some benefits may be achieved by reducing densities in villages and
ensuring they don't reduce the natural features within these rural areas.

--

There may be some reductions in well being if the option results
in densities which do not reflect the character and setting of the
surrounding area.

Increased densities could either increase the opportunities for crime,
particularly if policing cannot cope with the increased population, or it
may reduce crime by helping to facilitate natural surveillance.

+

This option may result in higher density developments in some
areas, which may result in higher levels of natural surveillance
to reduce crime.

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

+/-

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst
respecting diversity
6 To improve overall levels of education and skills

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

+

Allowing flexibility in density may help to ensure that density is higher in
places where education provision can provide for the increase in
population.

-

Imposing minimum requirements may result in some education
facilities being overburdened by an inappropriate increase in
population.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential amenity

0

No obvious effects.

-

It would be more conducive to creating healthy and pleasant
environments if the density of developments could be altered to
reflect the surrounding area and needs of the community.

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to
achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

++

Higher density housing may reduce the need to develop additional
brownfield or greenfield sites, and therefore indirectly protect
biodiversity.

++

There may be a loss in some biodiversity and green space if the
density of developments is inappropriate for the area.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the
natural landscape and the built environment
10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their settings

++

The flexibility to alter the density according to situation may help to
preserve local character.
The flexibility to alter the density according to situation may help to
preserve areas and buildings of cultural importance.

--

There may be a loss in some quality and character if the
density of developments is inappropriate for the area.
Requiring minimum densities may result in some areas of
cultural importance being negatively affected by developments
which have a density not in line with the surrounding area.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

++

Higher density housing may reduce the need to travel if more residents
are located within towns and therefore near to services. Higher density
housing is also beneficial for energy efficiency.

--

++
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--

This approach may result in developments with high density in
areas that are relatively isolated. Therefore residents are more
likely to have to travel by vehicle to access services. However,
there may be savings in energy efficiency, and associated GHG
emissions, by encouraging higher density housing.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable
transport modes

++

Allowing higher density housing in town centres may reduce the need
to travel by car to access services because there will be more
residents located close to these services.

---

This approach may result in developments with high density in
areas that are relatively isolated. Therefore residents are likely
to rely on private vehicles.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

++

There may be some benefits for local air quality by locating higher
density housing close to services within town centres and hence
reducing the need to travel by motorised trasport.

--

This approach may result in developments with high density in
areas that are relatively isolated. Therefore residents are likely
to rely on private vehicles, with potential negative effects on
local air quality.

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

The overall target is higher than the national recommendation and
therefore helps to reduce the extent of hard surfacing created for
residential areas. This approach helps to avoid exacerbating local
flooding.

+

This option may result in higher density developments in some
areas thus reducing any increased strain on the drainage
network.

+

Higher density housing would generally result in more efficient
use of land, although this option does not specify the level of
requirement and therefore some doubt remains.

+

It would be more efficient to have higher densities and as this
options encourages a minimum requirement everywhere it may
be considered to be efficient use of materials, although this
option does not specify the level of requirement and therefore
some doubt remains.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources and
minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

0
++

+++ Encouraging a higher overall target than the national recommendation,
and allowing flexibility in the approach may help to maximise land
efficiency.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and
production of renewable energy

++

It would be more efficient to have higher densities and as this option
aims for an overall higher density than the national recommendation it
can be assumed to be efficient use of resources.

+++ Higher density housing is more energy efficient. Therefore the higher

++

overall density advocated by this option should benefit this objective.

There may be savings in energy efficiency by encouraging
higher density housing, although this option does not specify
the level of requirement and therefore some doubt remains.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting

++

It may be more feasible to establish recycling schemes and initiatives
within areas of higher density, which may be created in town centres as
a result of this option.

+

It may be more efficient to collect and recycle waste if
developments have a minimum density requirement, although
this option does not specify the level of requirement and
therefore some doubt remains.

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

0
++

No obvious effects.

0
--

No obvious effects.

--

Some rural areas may be negatively affected by enforcing
minimum densities.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation,
including infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive to
visitors and investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market towns

Allowing flexibility allows developers to create a density of housing that
is in line with the local infrastructure provision.

+++ By allowing flexibility in densities according to the local area, the option
may help to protect the character of local villages whilst also
encouraging growth in towns and therefore encouraging vitality and
helping to ensure viability.
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Enforcing a minimum requirement may stretch local
infrastructure and undermine development and wealth creation
in some more rural areas.
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4 - INFILLING

SA Objective

Option A
The Plan will include a criteria based policy to strictly limit the amount of
residential infilling.

Option B
Maintain the current approach in the Local Plan, where there is a presumption
in favour of residential infilling.

Score

Score

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas
to key services, facilities and employment areas

--

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing
needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social wellbeing, and reduce health disparities between different groups and
different areas

-

Commentary/Explanation
By limiting infilling the option may reduce the development of
areas that are well connected by transportation routes, thereby
developing areas in less accessible areas.

++

Commentary/Explanation
Residential infilling tends to occur in areas which are
established and may have better transportation routes than sites
which are not established neighbourhoods.

0

No obvious effects.

+

The option may limit the availability of housing availability in
some areas.
Infilling is generally unpopular and regarded as negatively
affecting the character of an area. Restricting infilling may help to
avoid this effect, with benefits for well-being within the
community.

-

Infilling is not regarded as popular and may reduce well-being
within the community by reducing open areas.

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

0

No obvious effects.

0

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity
6 To improve overall levels of education and skills

0

No obvious effects.

0

Increased densities may allow for more community surveillance
and reduce the opportunities for crime.
No obvious effects.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to
enjoy living, working and for recreation and to protect and
enhance residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green
infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat
fragmentation

+/-

This may result in less dense neighbourhoods and therefore
avoid over stretching local schools. Or it create sufficient demand
to justify providing improved educational facilities.

+/-

Infilling may result in higher densities and increasing demand for
education facilities. This could be positive if it creates enough
demand for new and improved facilities, or negative if it means
that existing facilities are stretched.

+

Infilling can have negative effects on an area's character and
may reduce the quality of the environment for those people living
there. This option may protect areas and thereby help to create
pleasant areas in which to live.

-

Infilling may reduce the attractiveness of some areas and create
environments which are more dense and less pleasant in which
to live.

+++ The option should reduce the development of green spaces

within the built environment, which should help support wildlife
corridors and habitats for local species.

---

The option may result in the development of green spaces,
which can provide habitats for species.
Infilling can damage the existing character of the area.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built environment

++

Infilling is generally unpopular and regarded as negatively
affecting the character of an area. Restricting infilling may help to
avoid this effect.

--

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical,
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings

+/-

Restricting infilling may help to ensure that plots near to areas of
cultural importance are not developed. However, restricting
infilling may result in other areas of greater importance being
developed, which may negatively affect cultural areas.

+/-

Infilling may result in open plots near to areas of cultural
importance being developed. However, other areas of greater
importance may avoid development.

--

By limiting infilling the option may reduce the development of
small areas that are well connected by transportation routes,
thereby developing areas in less accessible areas and increasing
the need for transportation, and associated GHG emissions. It
may also result in less dense buildings, which are less energy
efficient.

++

Residential infilling tends to occur in areas which are
established and may have better transportation routes than sites
which are not established neighbourhoods thus reducing the
need for transportation and associated GHG emissions.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to
more sustainable transport modes

--

By limiting infilling the option may reduce the development of
small areas that are well connected by transportation routes,
thereby developing areas in less accessible areas and increasing
the need for transportation.

++

Residential infilling tends to occur in areas which are
established and may have better transportation routes than sites
which are not established neighbourhoods thus reducing the
need for transportation.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

-

By limiting infilling the option may reduce the development of
small areas that are well connected by transportation routes,
thereby developing areas in less accessible areas and increasing
the need for transportation thus negatively affecting air quality.

+

Residential infilling tends to occur in areas which are
established and may have better transportation routes than sites
which are not established neighbourhoods thus reducing the
need for transportation, with minor benefits for local air quality.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water
resources and minimise demand for water

+

The option should help to maintain green space and areas of
natural drainage, with benefits for local water resources.

-

The option may reduce greenspace and areas of natural
drainage thus having a negative effect on local water resources.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk

+

-

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

--

Retaining areas of permeable land may help to reduce the risk of
localised flooding.
Restricting infilling may be less efficient way in which to use
available development land as it results in less dense
neighbourhoods.

Infilling may reduce areas of permeable land and thus increase
the risk of localised flooding.
Infilling can be efficient use of land by increasing density.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and
primary resources including productive soils

0

No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy
efficiency and production of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and
composting

--

By limiting infilling the option may result in less dense buildings,
which are less energy efficient.
By reducing densities within neighbourhoods, it may be less
viable to introduce effective sustainable waste management
schemes.

++

0
+/-

No obvious effects.

0
+/-

No obvious effects.

+/-

The vitality of towns may be enhanced by preserving the existing
nature of neighbourhoods. However, the viability of some rural
settlements may be reduced by restricting development and the
density of development, which may make local services less
viable.

+/-

The viability of some local towns may be enhanced by
increasing the density and therefore the market and demand for
local services. However, vitality of towns may be reduced by
reducing areas of open space and increasing densities to such
an extend that local character is lost.

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth
creation, including infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres
and market towns

--

++
0

There may be benefits to making a community attractive by
restricting development and retaining the existing character.
However, the option may also restrict development and
investment by making it more difficult to identify suitable
development land.
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++

No obvious effects.

Infilling may result in higher densities and therefore better
energy efficiency.
By increasing densities within neighbourhoods the option may
result in creating better conditions for implementing sustainable
waste management initiatives.
The option may encourage development and investment by
making small plots of land within well connected areas available
for development. However, the option may result in a reduction
in the quality of the existing environment and reduce its
attractiveness as place to invest and visit.
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5 - AFFORDABLE HOUSING – DEFINITION, TARGETS AND THRESHOLDS

SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport
links from residential areas to key
services, facilities and employment
areas

2 To provide opportunities for all people
to meet their housing needs

3 To improve overall levels of physical,
mental and social well-being, and
reduce health disparities between
different groups and different areas

Option A
Option B
Regard affordable housing as lower than market value
Target will be to provide a minimum of 500 new
housing in a comparable local area. This will be reviewed affordable dwellings, suitably located, up to 2021.
by the housing strategy team on a case by case situation
using available housing market data at this time.

Option C
Support a threshold of 15 dwellings in Thrapston and
Oundle and 5 in the remaining rural areas.

Score

Commentary/Explanation
Considering the suitability of the location of
affordable housing should ensure that it is
located in accessible locations, which will
benefit those sections of society who have
fewer transportation options.

Score

+++ Providing an element of affordable housing

0

Commentary/Explanation
No obvious effects.

+++ Providing an element of affordable housing

Score

+

should help to provide a range of housing
opportunities.

++

By providing affordable housing, the option
should help to improve general well-being and
perhaps even general health.

Commentary/Explanation
Providing less affordable housing in rural
areas may encourage less affluent people to
locate in the urban areas, which may be
beneficial to them as there is less reliance on
private cars, which is an expensive means to
travel, and therefore allows them to be less
isolated.

++

The option should help to ensure affordable
housing is available in rural areas as well
as towns.

?

Decreasing affordable housing in rural areas
may increase housing opportunities for those
who don't qualify for affordable housing, but it
may disadvantage those who do. The effects
depend greatly on the local community's
needs.

By providing affordable housing, the option
should help to improve general well-being
and perhaps even general health.

++

By providing affordable housing, the option
should help to improve general well-being
and perhaps even general health.

+

The option may result in less affluent people
locating in urban areas close to health
services and therefore help ensure they are
less isolated from these services as they
may be if they resided in hard to reach rural
areas.

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

++

By providing a range of housing, some of
which is affordable, the option should help
to create diverse communities in rural
areas as well as towns.

?

Whether or not this option benefits local
communities or not depends greatly on the
local needs.

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and
the fear of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of
belonging in a cohesive community
whilst respecting diversity

++

By providing a range of housing, some of which
is affordable, the option should help to create a
diverse community.

++

6 To improve overall levels of education
and skills

+

By creating a mixed community, the option may
result in the sharing of skills, and aspirations.

+

By creating a mixed community, the option
may result in the sharing of skills, and
aspirations.

+

By creating a mixed community, the option
may result in the sharing of skills, and
aspirations.

0

No obvious effects.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to
protect and enhance residential
amenity

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity,
wildlife habitats and green
infrastructure to achieve a net gain and
to avoid habitat fragmentation

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

Commentary/Explanation
Score
The option may result in less economically
++
active residents in isolated areas, their
isolation is exacerbated if they do not own a
private vehicle.

-

should help to provide a range of housing
opportunities.

++

0

No obvious effects.

Option D
Apply the threshold 15 dwellings in urban areas, 10
dwellings in rural area.

By providing a range of housing, some of
which is affordable, the option should help to
create a diverse community.
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9 To protect and enhance the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the natural landscape and the built
environment

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

-

The development of affordable housing
may affect the character of built
environments if they result in lower quality
developments, this may also negatively
affect distinctiveness.

0

No obvious effects.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features
and areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their
settings

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse
gases
12 To reduce reliance on the private car
through a modal shift to more
sustainable transport modes

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of
ground and surface water resources
and minimise demand for water

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and
avoid additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use
by increasing energy efficiency and
production of renewable energy

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase
reuse, recycling and composting

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors
which are conducive to wealth
creation, including infrastructure and
the local strengths and qualities that
are attractive to visitors and investors

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

+

By providing a range of housing the option may
help to create viable and economically diverse
communities which are attractive to range of
investors, and encourage the provision of local
services such as shops thus encouraging small
scale enterprises.

+

By providing a range of housing the option
may help to create viable and economically
diverse communities which are attractive to a
range of investors, and encourage the
provision of local services such as shops
thus encouraging small scale enterprises.

+

The option should ensure that affordable
housing is provided at a proportion suitable
to its location, thereby helping to ensure all
areas develop into diverse and viable
communities, with benefits for investors in
local services and opportunities for wealth
creation.

+

The option may make it more attractive for
housing developers to develop rural areas
rather than the having the lower threshold
because they have more flexibility on the
type of housing they develop.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and
viability of town centres and market
towns

+

The option should help to create diverse
communities, which are more likely to be viable
in the long-term.

+

The option should help to create diverse
communities, which are more likely to be
viable in the long-term.

+

The option should encourage the
emergence of diverse communities in all
settlements, helping to keep them viable.

?

Whether this has positive or negative effects
for the viability and vitality of settlements
depends on whether or not it is in keeping
with local needs.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals,
other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils
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6 - PROPORTION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Option A
Adopt a target of 40% affordable housing for developments above the
specified thresholds.
Score
SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links
0
from residential areas to key services,
facilities and employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to
meet their housing needs

Commentary/Explanation
No obvious effects.

Option B
Target over 40%

Option C
Promote a range from 30-50% dependent on local circumstance.

Score

Score

0

Commentary/Explanation
No obvious effects.

0

Commentary/Explanation
No obvious effects.

+/-

A high proportion of affordable housing may benefit those who
are currently excluded from buying a house, but may begin to
exclude those who do not qualify for affordable housing

+/-

This higher target is likely to benefit those who cannot access
the open housing market, but may begin to exclude those who
do not qualify for affordable housing.

3 To improve overall levels of physical,
mental and social well-being, and reduce
health disparities between different groups
and different areas

+

Well being and health can be related to housing tenure; this
option should help to ensure that housing is available to a
wider section of society, with associated benefits to health and
well-being.

++

Well being and health can be related to housing tenure; this
option should have greater benefits to health and well-being
than Option A.

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the
fear of crime

0

No obvious effects.

+

A higher proportion of affordable housing may help to reduce
deprivation with benefits for reducing criminal behaviour.

+

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging
in a cohesive community whilst respecting
diversity

+

Providing a proportion of affordable housing may help to
ensure that diversity within communities is supported.

+

Providing a proportion of affordable housing may help to
ensure that diversity within communities is supported.
However, a higher target may result in excessive bias towards
the lower end of the economic scale.

++

A flexible target should ensure that diversity within
communities can be supported by a proportion of affordable
housing that is appropriate for the location.

6 To improve overall levels of education and
skills

+

By creating a mixed community, the option may result in the
sharing of skills, and aspirations.

+

By creating a mixed community, the option may result in the
sharing of skills, and aspirations. However, a higher target
might risk overrepresentation by those requiring affordable
housing in certain communities, with potential negative effects
for this objective.

+

By creating a mixed community, the option may result in the
sharing of skills, and aspirations.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect
and enhance residential amenity

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

+

The flexibility in this option may make it more likely that
communities can be supported based on need, thereby
helping to foster greater satisfaction with local environment.

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve
a net gain and to avoid habitat
fragmentation

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

9 To protect and enhance the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of the
natural landscape and the built environment

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their
settings

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.
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++

Altering the range dependent on circumstances is likely to
ensure provision for a greater diversity of housing needs
overall.

+++ This option allows some flexibility to ensure that those groups
in need have greater access to housing. Therefore it is likely
to benefit the health of a greater section of society.
A range of affordable housing based on need may help to
reduce deprivation with benefits for reducing criminal
behaviour.
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11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car
through a modal shift to more sustainable
transport modes

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

0
0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.
No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.
No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production
of renewable energy

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase
reuse, recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

+

By providing a range of housing the option may help to create
viable and economically diverse communities which are
attractive to a range of investors, and encourage the provision
of local services such as shops thus encouraging small scale
enterprises. The provision of affordable housing may also help
to retain a local workforce, in paritcular key workers.

+

By providing a range of housing the option may help to create
viable and economically diverse communities which are
attractive to a range of investors, and encourage the provision
of local services such as shops thus encouraging small scale
enterprises. The provision of affordable housing may also help
to retain a local workforce, in paritcular key workers.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and
viability of town centres and market towns

+

The viability of towns may benefit from a diverse community
that this option may create.

-

If the target is set too high communiies may become less
diverse, with potentially detrimental effects on viability.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of
ground and surface water resources and
minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals,
other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils
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++

+

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

The option should help to foster more diverse communities
based on local circumstance, which may also create
opportunities that are attractive to investors and for developing
small scale businesses to support the varied needs of the
community. The provision of affordable housing may also help
to retain a local workforce, in paritcular key workers.
The flexibility provided by this option should help to ensure
that housing needs are adjusted such that they benefit the
viability of towns.
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7 - AFFORDABLE HOUSING – TYPES, SIZES AND ALLOCATIONS
Option A
Option B
The Plan will seek to ensure that 70% of affordable housing provides for Allocate sites of social diversity where robust evidence demonstrates a
new rented accommodation and 30% for shared ownership, shared
specific local need.
equity and discounted market rent properties. However, this will be
applied with flexibility dependent on local need.
SA Objective
Score
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential
0
areas to key services, facilities and employment areas

Commentary/Explanation
No obvious effects.

Score

0

Commentary/Explanation
No obvious effects.

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing
needs

++

Flexibility should ensure that the housing needs of a specific
community are matched by the type of affordable housing
being provided.

++

Providing for social diversity should benefit those who require
certain types of housing.

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social wellbeing, and reduce health disparities between different
groups and different areas

++

Well being and health can be related to housing tenure; this
option should help to ensure that housing is available to a
wider section of society, with associated benefits to health and
well-being.

++

There should be some benefits to well being and health by
providing socially diverse housing matched with identified
local needs.

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

+

A higher proportion of affordable housing may help to reduce
deprivation with benefits for reducing criminal behaviour.

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity

+

Providing a proportion of affordable housing of flexible type
may help to ensure that diversity within communities is
supported.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills

+

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for
people to enjoy living, working and for recreation and to
protect and enhance residential amenity

0
+++ The option should help to create communities which are more
diverse and inclusive.

+

+

By helping to create a mixed community, the option may result
in the sharing of skills, and aspirations.
The flexibility in this option may make it more likely that
communities can be supported based on need, thereby
helping to foster greater satisfaction with local environment.

+

By helping to create a mixed community, the option may result
in the sharing of skills, and aspirations.
This option should help ensure communities can be supported
based on need, thereby helping to foster greater satisfaction
with local environment.

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and
green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid
habitat fragmentation

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built
environment

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural value and
their settings

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift
to more sustainable transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

0
0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy
efficiency and production of renewable energy

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and
composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0
+

No obvious effects.

0
+

No obvious effects.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface
water resources and minimise demand for water

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including productive soils

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to
wealth creation, including infrastructure and the local
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town
centres and market towns

++

By providing a range of housing the option may help to create
viable and economically diverse communities which are
attractive to a range of investors, and encourage the provision
of local services such as shops thus encouraging small scale
enterprises. The provision of affordable housing may also help
to retain a local workforce, in paritcular key workers.

Providing a range of housing should benefit the viability and
vitality of towns.

C-15

++

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

By attracting a range of residents and encourage diversity the
option may help to create viable and economically diverse
communities which are attractive to a range of investors, and
encourage the provision of local services such as shops thus
encouraging small scale enterprises. The provision of
affordable housing may also help to retain a local workforce,
in paritcular key workers.
Providing for a range of needs should attract a range of
residents and help enhance the vitality of towns.
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8 - RURAL EXCEPTIONS SITES

SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links
from residential areas to key services, facilities
and employment areas

Option A
Support a criteria based approach to rural exception schemes.

Option B
Remove current exception policy.

Option C
Broaden the scope of the policy to allow mixed use developments
and employment sites.

Score

Score

Score

++

Commentary/Explanation
The option helps to ensure affordable housing will be
well located to at least a basic range of services.

Commentary/Explanation

+++ Removing the policy ensures that affordable housing is

++

located within normal limits of development which is
likely to be close to services, facilities and employment
opportunities.

---

Removing the exception policy reduces the opportunity
to providing affordable housing to meet the needs in
rural communities.

++

The option should still provide for housing needs, but
also provide services and employment in close
proximity to housing in these rural areas.

The provision of affordable housing close to a basic
range of services should benefit the occupants well
being and health. Providing housing to meet the needs
in rural communities should also benefit well being.

--

Removing the policy reduces the opportunity to meet the
needs of rural communities and thus may reduce well
being and health.

++

The option should allow for the provision of services
and employment opportunities in more rural areas
where demand requires it, this is expected to benefit
health and well being.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

+

Ensuring that the localation of rural affordable housing is
close to existing communities should help to ensure the
occupants of the housing form part of a community.

+

Removing the policy ensures that affordable housing is
located within existing communities, which may make it
easier for the new occupants to integrate into these
communities rather than being isolated elsewhere.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

+

The criteria aims to ensure that affordable housing in
rural areas is at least located close to existing
commuinities, which can provide some basic facilities to
enable people to enjoy their environments, however
facilities and jobs are likely to be scarce.

++

Removing the policy is likely to focus affordable housing
developments within existing settlements, which can
provide environments in which live, work and relax.

++

The provision of increased services, housing and
employment sites within rural areas where demand
requires it should help to create environments in which
it is pleasant to work, live and recreate.

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

++

The criteria aims to minimise the impact on the
countryside which should help to ensure that effects on
habitats and species are minimised.

++

Removing the policy is likely to further focus
development in existing developed areas thus reducing
the risk of negatively affecting areas of biodiversity
outside of existing settlements.

---

The extension of the policy is likely to increase the risk
of rural sites with sensitive habitats and species being
negatively affected by development. Associated
increases in traffic would also have negative effects.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

++

By siting developments close to existing settlements,
and avoiding negative effects on rural areas the option
should benefit this objective.

++

Removing the policy is likely to further focus
development in existing developed areas thus reducing
the risk of negatively affecting natural landscapes
outside of developed areas.

--

The extension of the policy is likely to increase the risk
of reducing the quality of natural landscape in rural
areas.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

6 To improve overall levels of education and
skills
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect and
enhance residential amenity

+++ The criteria approach aims to ensure that affordable

Commentary/Explanation
The option is likely to increase the provision of services
and employment areas which are accessible within rural
areas.

housing is available for future occupants, not just initial
occupants. The criteria helps to ensure that the housing
needs of rural areas can be met.

++

No obvious effects.

0
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0

No obvious effects.
The option is more likely to develop balanced
communities by providing services and employment for
these rural communities.

No obvious effects.
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11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

+

There may be some benefits to this objective by
reducing the need to travel to access basic services.

++

Removing the policy is likely to further focus
development in existing developed areas thus reducing
the need to travel to access services and employment
for some people, with benefits for this objective.

++

The development of mixed use sites should help to
reduce the need for rural residents to travel to access
services and jobs, with benefits for this objective.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport
modes

+

There may be some benefits to this objective by
reducing the need to travel longer distances to access
basic services.

++

Removing the policy is likely to further focus
development in existing developed areas thus reducing
the need to travel to access services and employment
for some people, with benefits for this objective.

++

The development of mixed use sites should help to
reduce the need for rural residents to travel to access
services and jobs, with benefits for this objective.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

+

There may be some benefits to this objective by
reducing the need to travel to access basic services.

++

Removing the policy is likely to further focus
development in existing developed areas thus reducing
the need to travel to access services and employment
for some people, with benefits for this objective.

++

The development of mixed use sites should help to
reduce the need for rural residents to travel to access
services and jobs, with benefits for this objective.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.
No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

0

No obvious effects.

+

Removing the policy is likely to further focus
development in existing developed areas thus making it
easier to implement recycling at these new sites
compared to more isolated sites.

0

No obvious effects.

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

+

There may be more employment opportunities by
ensuring rural developments locate close to settlements
and basic services.

+

Removing the policy ensures that affordable housing is
located within normal limits of development which is
likely to be closer to employment opportunities.

++

The option is likely to provide increased employment
opportunities close to affordable housing in rural areas
where demand allows it.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

+

The criteria prioritises rural developments that site near
to existing developed areas providing some
infrastructure, which may be more attractive to investors
than having no criteria to encourage this.

+

The option is likely to ensure affordable housing
developments are located close to existing developed
areas with more established infrastrucutre. The increase
in population from the housing development may attract
investors looking for growing local markets.

++

The creation of mixed use sites in rural areas where
there is need is likely to attract certain investors.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

+

The criteria prioritises rural developments that site near
to existing developed areas, therefore there may be
some benefit to these settlements to have increasing
housing and therefore new residents.

+

Removing the policy ensures that affordable housing is
located within existing communities thus increasing the
viability of towns.

++

The creation of additional housing development
supported by mixed use sites and employment are
likely to increase the vitality and viability of these areas.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
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9 - TRANSPORT AND ACCESSIBILITY
Option A
Support the Core Strategy by promoting key developments on locations either served by (or
offering the potential for) public transport, pedestrian and cycle links.
SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas
to key services, facilities and employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs

Score

Commentary/Explanation

+++ The option promotes development of sites which have good potential for
0

accessibility by public transport, and foot and cycle paths.
No obvious effects.

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social well-being,
and reduce health disparities between different groups and different
areas

++

Providing residents with the opportunity to access services by foot or bicycle can
benefit their health. Providing public transport can reduce stress levels and enable
more people to access health services.

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

0
++

No obvious effects.

0
++

No obvious effects.

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to
enjoy living, working and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

A community is likely to benefit from good accessibility. Use of public transport,
walking and cycling can encourage social integration. Providing a range of
transportation options can benefit all sectors of society and support diversity.

By promoting public transport, cycling and walking, the option may help to create an
environment which is less dominated by motor vehicles and may create a more
pleasant environment in which to live and work. Better access to services increases
residential amenity.

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green
infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat
fragmentation

+

A preference for public transport, cycling and walking over private cars has benefits
for local wildlife by reducing air quality problems and disturbance from motor
vehicles.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built environment

+

By promoting public transport, cycling and walking, the option may help to reduce
potential negative effects from vehicular traffic and road infrastructure on natural
and built environments.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical,
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings

0

No obvious effects.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

++

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more
sustainable transport modes

++

The option promotes public transportation, walking and cycling, which is likely to
result in fewer GHG emissions from motorised private vehicles.
The option promotes public transportation, walking and cycling, which should
reduce reliance on private vehicles.

C-18

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

+

The option promotes public transportation, walking and cycling, which should
reduce reliance on private vehicles, with some benefits for local air quality.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water
resources and minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk

+

If the option reduces the volume of traffic on roads then water resources may
benefit from reduced ollution concentrations in run-off.
Some minor benefits to flood risk may result from reducing the need for road
infrastructure, particular if locations where this exists already are preferred. Creating
road infrastructure can increase the area of impermeable surfaces with negative
effects for local flooding.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

0
0

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and
primary resources including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy
efficiency and production of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and
composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth
creation, including infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and
market towns

+

++
0

No obvious effects.
No obvious effects.
By reducing the need to travel by motorised private vehicle, this option may reduce
the overall volume of fuel used in transportation.
No obvious effects.

0
++

No obvious effects.

++

Viable settlements generally benefit from good transportation. This option is
expected to ensure development is within areas which are easily accessed by a
range of modes.

Locating development in areas accessible by a range of transport modes is likely to
attract more investors, services and visitors, thus helping to stimulate economic
activity and wealth creation.
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10 - CAR PARKING
Option A

Option B

Promote two spaces per dwelling in light of the dispersed pattern of settlements in
the Plan area. A criteria based policy will be developed to ensure clarity for this
policy issue in relation to transport choice.

An approach based on the current policy guidance where development will adhere to
the current parking standards of 1.5 spaces per dwelling.

SA Objective
Score
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from
+
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Commentary/Explanation
Score
The option does little to increase accessibility to local services, but does
+
enable residents to easily keep and park a car, thus indirectly benefitting
accessibility by this mode only.

Commentary/Explanation
The option does little to increase accessibility to local services, but does
enable residents to easily keep and park a car, thus indirectly benefitting
accessibility by this mode only.

2

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

3

To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas

0
+/-

0

The option is likely to encourage a reliance on private cars, which can
discourage residents to take opportunities to walk or cycle as alternatives,
with potential disbenefits to health. However, providing car parking and
therefore promoting ease of access by car may have some benefits for
general well-being and stress.

+/-

The option is likely to encourage a reliance on private cars, which can
discourage residents to take opportunities to walk or cycle as alternatives,
with potential disbenefits to health. However, providing car parking and
therefore promoting ease of access by car may have some benefits for
general well-being and stress.

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime
To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

-

The option is likely to encourage car use. This is likely to reduce the
opportunity for members of the community to interact on a daily basis
which can be encouraged by the use of public transport, walking and
cycling

-

The option is likely to encourage car use. This is likely to reduce the
opportunity for members of the community to interact on a daily basis
which can be encouraged by the use of public transport, walking and
cycling

6

To improve overall levels of education and skills

++

Most residents in the Plan area rely on vehicle transportation to access
local schools, particularly secondary schools. This option should make it
easier for residents to keep at least one car and therefore use this mode
to access all education facilities.

+

Most residents in the Plan area rely on vehicle transportation to access
local schools, particularly secondary schools. This option should make it
easier for residents to keep at least one car and therefore use this mode to
access all education facilities.

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

+/-

Creating environments in which residents have easy access to their cars
and available car parking can be viewed as advantageous for many
people, thus contributing to satisfaction with local environment. In other
cases the promotion of car use may reduce the quality of the environment
by increasing the number of vehicle movements around towns or rural
areas.

+/-

Creating environments in which residents have easy access to their cars
and available car parking can be viewed as advantageous for many
people, thus contributing to satisfaction with local environment. In other
cases the promotion of car use may reduce the quality of the environment
by increasing the number of vehicle movements around towns or rural
areas.

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a net
gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

-

If the option encourages the use of cars thus increasing traffic, it may
have negative effects on wildlife by increasing disturbance and air quality
problems.

-

If the option encourages the use of cars thus increasing traffic, it may have
negative effects on wildlife by increasing disturbance and air quality
problems.

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural landscape
and the built environment

--

In some cases creating more car parking spaces and increasing traffic as
a result could have disbenefits for local quality and character, particularly
in rural areas.

-

In some cases creating more car parking spaces and increasing traffic as
a result could have disbenefits for local quality and character, particularly
in rural areas.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

4
5

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings
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11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

--

Providing more car parking may encourage increased car use, thus
generating higher GHG emissions.
Providing car parking at this level is likely to encourage residents to rely
on cars rather than seeking alternative modes of travel.

--

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

--

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

-

Providing more car parking may encourage increased car use, which may
result in increased air pollution from vehicles.

-

Providing car parking at more than one per household may encourage
increased car use, which may result in increased air pollution from
vehicles.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand
for water

--

If the option encourages the use of cars, thus increasing traffic, it could
result in increased concentrations of pollutants in surface run off from
roads. thus negatively affecting water quality.

-

If the option encourages the use of cars, thus increasing traffic, it could
result in increased concentrations of pollutants in surface run off from
roads. thus negatively affecting water quality.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

--

Providing this level of car parking within developments is likely to result in
a larger footprint of impermeable surfaces per development, which could
increase flood risk by disrupting the natural water cycle.

-

Providing more than one car parking space per dwelling within
developments is likely to result in a larger footprint of impermeable
surfaces per development, which could increase flood risk by disrupting
the natural water cycle.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

-

The option is likely to result in a larger area of land being developed for
car parking, which could be considered less efficient use of land.

0

No obvious effects.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources including
productive soils

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

-

If the option results in an increase in vehicles movements by making it
easier to keep cars, it increase the amount of carbon based fuel
consumed by transportation.

-

If the option results in an increase in vehicles movements by making it
easier to keep cars, it increase the amount of carbon based fuel consumed
by transportation.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

++

The option is likely to increase accessibility and ease of movement for
those residents with cars, thus benefitting local facilities which rely on
customers' accessibility by car. Generally increasing the ease of
movement is likely to benefit the local economy and support wealth
generation as a result.

+

The option is likely to increase accessibility and ease of movement for
those residents with cars, thus benefitting local facilities which rely on
customers' accessibility by car. Generally increasing the ease of
movement is likely to benefit the local economy and support wealth
generation as a result.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

++

The vitality of some towns may benefit from ease of movement, although
increasing road traffic within rural areas and towns may reduce overall
environmental quality with potential negative effects for vitality. The
viability of settlements relies on accessibility, and this option is likely to
increase accessibility by car.

+

The vitality of some towns may benefit from ease of movement, although
increasing road traffic within rural areas and towns may reduce overall
environmental quality with potential negative effects for vitality. The viability
of settlements relies on accessibility, and this option is likely to increase
accessibility by car.
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Providing more car parking may encourage increased car use, thus
generating higher GHG emissions.
Providing car parking at this level is likely to encourage residents to rely on
cars rather than seeking alternative modes of travel.
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11 - AIR TRANSPORT
Option A
Option B
Ensure Deenethorpe airfield remains a small scale operation for air transport and strictly Not prevent expansion.
control any further expansion.
SA Objective
Score
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
0
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2
3

4

To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas

0

Commentary/Explanation

Score

Commentary/Explanation

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

---

An expansion in the airfield and the local aviation sector is likely to
increase noise, visual and air pollution with detrimental effects for local
residents' well-being and health.

+++ There is likely to be considerable benefits to well-being and stress levels by
restricting the volume of air traffic at Deenethorpe. Additional traffic would
result in greater noise, visual and air pollution.

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of
crime
To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

6

To improve overall levels of education and skills

-

An expansion of the aviation industry could create jobs and therefore training
opportunities for local residents. This option could reduce the potential for such
opportunities.

+

There may be some training opportunities as a result of increased job
opportunities if the airfield and the sector expands.

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

+++ Restricting air traffic should benefit the living and working environment by

---

Increasing air traffic is likely to have negative effects on the living and
working environment by increasing noise and air pollution from an
increase in air traffic and related ground activities.

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a net
gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

+++ An increase in air traffic and expansion of the airfield would be likely to

---

An increase in air traffic and expansion of the airfield would be likely to
negatively affect local wildlife migration and breeding patterns and
habitats, as well as contributing to an overall increase in stress, injuries
and death for some species.

5

8

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural landscape
and the built environment

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas
of historical, archaeological, geological and
cultural value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

helping to ensure noise and air pollution from aviation and related ground
activities does not increase.

negatively affect local wildlife migration and breeding patterns and habitats, as
well as contributing to an overall increase in stress, injuries and death for some
species. This option should avoid this.

++

Expansion of the airfield and an increase in air traffic would be likely to reduce
the quality of the surrounding natural environment and negatively affect local
distinctiveness, especially as much of the Plan area is defined as open
countryside. This option should help to prevent these effects to the benefit of
this objective.

--

Expansion of the airfield and an increase in air traffic would be likely to
reduce the quality of the surrounding natural environment and negatively
affect local distinctiveness, especially as much of the Plan area is defined
as open countryside.

+

By restricting airfield and related ground activities it is possible that damage or
disturbance to areas of historic or cultural importance and their settings could
be avoided.

-

An expansion of the airfield and related ground activities could lead to
damage or disturbance to areas of historic or cultural importance and their
setting. Physical expansion may also damage unknown archaeological
features in the surrounding area.

+++ Aviation contributes significantly to GHG emissions. By restricting the

expansion of the airfield the option should help to reduce the growth of aviation,
as well as associated ground activities, and associated GHG emissions.
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Aviation contributes significantly to GHG emissions. An expansion of the
airfield is likely to result in an increase in aviation, as well as associated
ground activities, and associated GHG emissions.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

+

An increase in the air field may result in increased passengers and users of the
facility, most of these visitors are likely to travel by car thus restricting
expansion should help to reduce growth and reliance on private cars.

-

An increase in the air field may result in increased passengers and users
of the facility, most of these visitors are likely to travel by car and therefore
disadvantage this objective.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

++

Aviation contributes significantly to air pollution. By restricting the expansion of
the airfield, as well as related ground activities, the option should help to reduce
the growth of associated air pollution.

--

Aviation contributes significantly to air pollution. By allowing the expansion
of the airfield the option is likely to encourage the growth of aviation, as
well as related ground activities, and the associated air pollution.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand
for water

++

The expanded airfield could negatively affect water resources as a result of
increased water consumption and polluted runoff from hard surfaces. By
restricting the expansion of the air ield the option should help to ensure this risk
does not increase.

--

The expanded airfield could negatively affect water resources as a result
of increased water consumption and polluted runoff from hard surfaces.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

++

An increase in hard surfacing from the expansion of the air field could increase
the risk of localised flooding by increasing the rate of run off, this option should
help to avoid this effect.

--

An increase in hard surfacing from the expansion of the air field could
increase the risk of localised flooding by increasing the rate of run off.

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources including
productive soils

0
0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

++

By restricting the expansion of the airfield, and therefore aviation and related
ground activities, the option should help to ensure that energy consumption
within the sector is restrained.

--

Extending the operations of the airfield is likely to result in increased
energy consumption from ground operations, as well as increased fuel
consumption by aircraft.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

++

There may be some benefits to this objective as waste arisings during
construction and operation resulting from any expansion to the airfield would be
avoided.

--

The construction and operation of an expanded airfield is likely to result in
increased waste arisings.

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

--

The expansion of the aviation industry could create additional job opportunities.
Therefore this option may restrict these opportunities for local residents.

++

The expansion of the aviation industry could create additional job
opportunities for local residents.

+/-

An expansion of the local aviation industry could have benefits for the local
economy, particularly if it drives tourism and leisure activities. Therefore the
option may reduce the opportunities for investors and developers. However, the
Plan area is defined by its natural and rural character, which attracts residents,
vistors and investors, and thus any expansion of the aviation sector could have
disadvantages for the local economy.

+/-

An expansion of the local aviation industry could have benefits for the local
economy, particularly if it drives tourism and leisure activities. Therefore
the option may reduce the opportunities for investors and developers.
However, the Plan area is defined by its natural and rural character, which
attracts residents, vistors and investors, and thus any expansion of the
aviation sector could have disadvantages for the local economy.

--

As the viability of the area is related to its popularity and reputation as a
rural area with natural beauty, it is likely that an expansion of the aviation
sector could have negative effects on the area as a place to live, work and
visit. There may be some benefits to this objective if the expanded air field
brings additional visitors to use the airfield, who also visit local towns and
villages.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of
town centres and market towns

--

As the viability of the area is related to its popularity and reputation as a rural
area with natural beauty, it is likely that an expansion of the aviation sector
could have negative effects on the area as a place to live, work and visit. This
option should help to ensure that the airfield does not have these negative
effects on the area.
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12 - TOWN CENTRES AND RETAIL ISSUES

SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2
3

4

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas

Option A

Option B

The Plan will define town centres for Oundle and Thrapston as illustrated and define the
primary shopping area as those areas defined as shopping frontages in the Local Plan.

The Plan could define a centre for King’s Cliffe given its role as a Local Service Centre.

Score

++

Commentary/Explanation
It is likely that the creation of a defined centre could increase the concentration of
services provided within the centre of King's Cliffe, and perhaps attract new
services, thus improving accessibility for local residents and those from
surrounding areas.

0

No obvious effects.

+

The provision of a shopping area can benefit well-being by giving residents a
focus point.

+

The provision of a shopping area can benefit well-being by giving residents a focus
point.

By concentrating retail in one area it should be easier to police these areas, and
natural surveillance should also be enhanced.
The provision of a shopping area should benefit the community by prividing a
focal area and the necessary services for a community.

+

A defined and concentrated area may be easier to police and could provide
opportunities to create a safer environment.
A defined centre may create a better environment in which residents can interact,
and may help create a sense of belonging by concentrating services and facilities
within a defined area.

If the option results in more employment opportunities in association with the
growth of services and facilities attracted to the defined centre, there may be
some opportunities for work related training.

+

If the option results in more employment opportunities in association with the
growth of services and facilities attracted to the defined centre, there may be some
opportunities for work related training.

++

A defined centre may create a pleasant, peopled area within the town, providing
residents with a concentration of services, facilities and attractions which contribute
towards making King's Cliffe an increasingly popular and pleasant place to live,
work and visit.

6

To improve overall levels of education and skills

+

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments
for people to enjoy living, working and for recreation
and to protect and enhance residential amenity

++

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats
and green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to
avoid habitat fragmentation

0

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character and
local distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the
built environment

++

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

++

No obvious effects.

++

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural
value and their settings

Score

Providing a concentration of retail in one area should increase accessibility and
reduce the need to reach several locations to fulfill residents' retail needs.

0

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of
crime
To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

5

Commentary/Explanation

+

0
++

The town centres should benefit from increased investment and increasing the
extent of retail offer, which will be close to residents and jobs thus create a
balanced urban environment.

+

No obvious effects.

+

It may be beneficial to define a central area which could become the focus for
development of retail and other services, thus reducing the dispersal of these
services into areas which are more sensitive for biodiversity and habitats.

Investment in the town centres should benefit the character of the towns and
reduce the need to develop retail centres in other areas which may be negatively
affected by an increase in economic activity.

+

The creation of a defined area may help to establish a distinctive town centre for
King's Cliffe which builds upon its existing character. However, there is a risk that
concentrated development and a signficant increase in economic activity may
degrade the existing quality and character of the town.

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

If the option results in increased retail offer within the towns, then local residents,
and residents from surrounding areas, may not need to travel so far to access
these places, thus reducing transport related GHG emissions.
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++

If the option results in an increase in services, facilities and jobs within the town
then local residents, and residents from surrounding areas, may not need to travel
so far to access these places, thus reducing transport related GHG emissions.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal
shift to more sustainable transport modes

++

If the option results in increased retail it may reduce the need for local residents
to travel by car to services elsewhere. Any other visitors to the towns are likely to
rely on car transport, but this is unlikely to be different from the existing situation
as such visitors most probably use cars to access retail centres at present.

++

If the option results in increased service provision within King's Cliffe it may reduce
the need for local residents to travel by car to services elsewhere. Any other
visitors to the town are likely to rely on car transport, but this is unlikely to be
different from the existing situation as such visitors most probably use cars to
access other centres at present.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

++

If the option creates an expanded retail centre for residents and the surrounding
areas, then it may decrease the distance they need to travel compared to the
distance to retails centres at present, with associated benefits to air quality from
reduced road traffic.

++

If the option creates an expanded service centre for residents within King's Cliffe
and the surrounding areas, then it may decrease the distance they need to travel
compared to the distance to service centres elsewhere, with associated benefits to
air quality from reduced road traffic.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand for
water

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional
risk

--

There is risk of flooding in these town centres. Increasing the economic value of
town centres will place more at risk.

0

No obvious effects.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

+

+

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including productive
soils

0

The option may result in increasing the density of the town centres, thus
increasing the efficient use of land.
No obvious effects.

If the option results in an increased density of services within one area, this could
be regarded as efficient use of land.
No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing
energy efficiency and production of renewable energy

0

No obvious effects.

+

0

The creation of a defined centre may reduce the distance local residents need to
travel to access services thus improving overall transport energy efficiency.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

+/-

If footfall increases within the defined centres as result of an increased
concentration of services and facilities, then waste within these areas is likely to
increase. However, by concentrating these activities, it may become more
feasible to segregate and collect waste for recyling.

+/-

If footfall increases within the defined centre as result of an increased
concentration of services and facilities, then waste within this area is likely to
increase. However, by concentrating these activities, it may become more feasible
to segregate and collect waste for recyling.

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

++

If the option results in attracting more investors and services by developing a
concentration of services and facilities, then it is likely that new employment
opportunities may emerge.

++

If the option results in attracting more investors and services by developing a
concentration of services and facilities, then it is likely that new employment
opportunities may emerge.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including infrastructure
and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive
to visitors and investors

++

By reinforcing the role of the centre, the towns may become more popular with
shoppers and visitors thus making it a more attractive prospect for investors. It is
important to ensure that the option builds on the strengths of the towns and does
not undermine them.

++

By defining a centre, the town may become more popular with shoppers and
visitors thus making it a more attractive prospect for investors. It is important to
ensure that the option builds on the strengths of the town and does not undermine
them.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of
town centres and market towns

++

The option should enhance the viability and vitality of the town centres.

++

The creation of a defined centre is likely to concentrate economic and social
activity, which should contribute towards the vitality of the town as well as
encouraging additional investors, residents and visitors, enhancing the town's
viability.
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12 - TOWN CENTRES AND RETAIL ISSUES
Option C

Option D
Allow market forces to determine uses in the town centres.

Create high density, mixed use developments.

SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2
3

4
5

Score

+++

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas

+

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of
crime
To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

+

Commentary/Explanation

Score

By creating high density, mixed use developments the option should greatly improve
accessibility for local residents to services and jobs which form part of the
development.

Commentary/Explanation
Market forces are likely to favour areas which are accessible.

0

No obvious effects.

+

There may be some benefits for the community because market forces are likely to respond
to demand with benefits for well-being. However, opportunities to benefit health may be lost.

A mixed use development may increase surveillance and be easier to police.

0

No obvious effects.

+

A mixed use development may encourage greater interaction between residents thus
encouraging cohesion and a sense of belonging. High density developments may
provide more opportunities to create a diverse community living together and nurturing
respect. However, potential social tensions could also arise, depending on the nature
and density of the development.

-

Factors benefiting this objective are unlikely to be a priority for private developers when
making decisions on where to invest.

0

+

The creation of mixed use developments may benefit those people looking for housing
which is easily accessible to services and jobs.
The development may have some indirect benefits for health: it may encourage more
walking to access local services rather than travelling by car; it may provide local
health services; it may help foster communities which provide more support to
residents; and it may help create an environment which improves general well-being
within the community.

++

6

To improve overall levels of education and skills

No obvious effects.

?

Dependent on the nature and location of development.

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments
for people to enjoy living, working and for recreation
and to protect and enhance residential amenity

++

By creating mixed use developments there is an opportunity to create neighbourhoods
which are attractive and pleasant in which to live and work. Much depends on the
layout and structure of the development but it may result in fewer cars, better services,
open spaces intergrated in residential areas, enhanced community cohesion and local
employment opportunities.

--

Market forces may result in piecemeal development which does not support the needs of local
people or enhance the living and working environment.

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats
and green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to
avoid habitat fragmentation

+

High density developments in carefully selected locations may avoid developing larger
areas, thus avoiding potential encroachment of available habitats and negative effects
on local wildlife

?

Dependent on the nature and location of development.

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character and
local distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the
built environment

+

High density developments may help to avoid the need to develop other areas of
natural landscape, thus reducing the overall impact of development. Effects on the
quality of the existing development will be dependent on the nature and design of new
development.

?

Dependent on the nature and location of development.

0

No obvious effects.

?

Dependent on the nature and location of development.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural
value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

+++

Mixed use development can reduce the need to travel by car, thus reducing the
emission of GHG from transportation. High density developments are also generally
more energy efficient and therefore reduce associated GHG emissions.
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+/-

Market forces are likely to develop in areas where returns on investment are maximised. This
may be in existing centres, which could reduce the need to travel by car to access services,
and hence reducing transport related GHG emissions. However, if coupled with increased
parking provision it could also lead to more car travel. Investment may also be in locations
outside of existing centres, thus requiring more car travel and resulting in higher GHG
emissions. The nature and type of development would determine GHG emissions from
buildings.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal
shift to more sustainable transport modes

++

A mixed use development can reduce the need to travel by car as services,
employment and housing may be located within close proximity to each other.

+/-

Market forces are likely to develop in areas where returns on investment are maximised. This
may be in existing centres, which could reduce the need to travel to by car to access services.
However, if coupled with increased parking provision it could also lead to more car travel.
Investment may also be in locations outside of existing centres, thus requiring more car travel.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

++

By reducing the need to travel by car to access services and employment, the option
may benefit air quality.

+/-

Market forces are likely to develop in areas where returns on investment are maximised. This
may be in existing centres, which could reduce the need to travel by car to access services,
and hence reducing transport related air pollution. However, if coupled with increased parking
provision it could also lead to more car travel, with increased congestion and associated
disbenefits to air quality. Investment may also be in locations outside of existing centres, thus
requiring more car travel, although air quality effects would be dependent on location and
existing traffic levels.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand for
water

+

High density developments may reduce the area of impermeable surfaces and traffic
movements thus reducing the risk of polluted runoff reaching local water resources.

?

Dependent on the nature and location of development.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional
risk

+

High density areas may help to avoid creating developments across larger areas and
therefore reduce the overall footprint of impermeable surfaces, which can disrupt the
local water cycle and cause flooding.

?

Dependent on the nature and location of development.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

++

High density developments are considered more efficient use of land.

?

Dependent on the nature of development.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including productive
soils

++

High density developments are more efficient in terms of material and resource use.

?

Dependent on the nature of development.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing
energy efficiency and production of renewable energy

++

Mixed use developments can reduce the need to travel by providing services,
employment and housing all in one area, thus reducing energy consumption from
transportation. In addition, high density developments are generally more energy
efficient in terms of heating buildings, and lighting public areas. These developments
also provide greater opportunities to integrate energy efficient technologies and some
renewable technologies.

?

Dependent on the nature of development.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

++

Waste arisings may be high in these particular areas but high density developments
can provide opportunities for initiating and making viable recycling schemes.

?

Dependent on the nature of development.

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

++

A mixed use development may create employment opportunities if it results in
increased service provision. These types of development also provide local
employment opportunities for residents living within the development who may find it
difficult to travel further to access jobs.

++

If market forces result in an overall increase service provision this should benefit employment
opportunities. However, opportunities are likely to be less balanced across the Plan area, and
less matched to local need.

Mixed use developments may provide opportunities for local investors and
entrepeneurs looking to provide local services to residents. A mixed development may
also contribute to the local infrastructure in terms of facilities which will be required to
support the high density development.

++

It is likely that investors would prefer this approach as they are less restricted by development
plans. However, without policy guidance investors and developers may provide services and
facilities which do not make town centres attractive to visitors, but which are focussed more
on local residents. Furthermore, they may not contribute to the strengths or infrastructure of
the local area.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including infrastructure
and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive
to visitors and investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of
town centres and market towns

+

++

Mixed use development may contribute to the vitality of the area by attracting
additional residents and some visitors to access services and jobs. It should help to
support the viability of the area by providing additional housing, services and jobs.
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+

If the market forces result in increased economic activity it is likely that it would bring about
additional vitality by attracting increased footfall in the town centre as well as additional
services to increase viability. However, effects are likely to be less balanced across the Plan
area, with some locations benefiting while others may decline.
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13 - OPEN SPACE, SPORT AND RECREATIONAL
Option A
Option B
Retain the current important open land designations and criteria based De-allocate Important Open Space areas adopted in Local Plan.
policies of the Local Plan. Identify new proposals based on findings of
PPG17 audit.
SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2
3

4
5
6

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas
To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of
crime
To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity
To improve overall levels of education and skills

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments
for people to enjoy living, working and for recreation
and to protect and enhance residential amenity

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats
and green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to
avoid habitat fragmentation

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character and
local distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the
built environment

Score

Commentary/Explanation

Score

Commentary/Explanation

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

Well-being and health should benefit from the provision of
green spaces for residents to exercise and relax.

--

There are likely to be disbenefits for local residents' health if
green spaces are not provided.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

+

Increased green space may facilitate more social interaction
thus contributing positively to this objective.
No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0
--

No obvious effects.

---

The removal of open, green spaces is likely to negatively
affect local wildlife and reduce natural habitats.

The distinctiveness of some local areas is defined by open,
green spaces, which this option should retain.

--

The distinctiveness of some local areas is defined by open,
green spaces. This option may result in the removal of these
areas.

++

0
++

Green and open spaces within the built environment and the
surrounding area should help to create pleasant living and
working environment.

+++ The protection of green spaces should help enhance
biodiversity by providing habitats for local species.

++

The removal of open, green spaces are likely to reduce the
opportunities for local people to relax and enjoy their
environments.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural
value and their settings

+

Some of the open space designated by the option may form
the settings of culturally important buildings, thus contributing
to this objective.

0

No obvious effects.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

+

-

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

0

There may be some minor benefits from this option by
providing areas of carbon sinks.
No obvious effects.

The option may result in the loss of potential carbon sink
areas.
No obvious effects.
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13 To maintain or improve local air quality
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand for
water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional
risk

No obvious effects.
0
+++ Green areas help to maintain the water cycle and retain water,

0
--

No obvious effects.

+++ Green areas can increase interception and water retention

--

Removing green areas may give rise to increased flooding as
a result of reduced water retention and, potentially, increased
hard surfacing and therefore surface run off.

which is beneficial for water resources.

thus reducing the likelihood of localised flooding.

A loss of green space may reduce the ability of the local area
to retain water, and may also result in additional hard surfaces
giving rise to polluted run off.

0
0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing
energy efficiency and production of renewable energy

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

--

The removal of green infrastructure may reduce the
attractiveness of the area to visitors.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including
productive soils

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including infrastructure
and the local strengths and qualities that are
attractive to visitors and investors

++

Much of the Plan area is attractive to investors and visitors
because of its natural beauty and links with the green
infrastructure, whch this option should support.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of
town centres and market towns

++

The viability and vitality of much of the area is linked to the
green infrastructure. Therefore this option should support this
objective.
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+/-

No obvious effects.

If the character of towns is negatively affected by this option
then the viability and vitality of certain areas may be
negatively affected. However, there may be some benefits to
this objective by releasing currently designated land for
development thus increasing vitality in the local area.
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14 - FLOOD PREVENTION
Option A
The Plan will adopt a 200 year standard of flood protection across the Plan
area and take into account the overall recommendation of the Strategic
Flood Risk Assessment.

SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Score

Commentary/Explanation

0

No obvious effects.

2

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs

+

Flooding can damage and destroy housing. This option should
ensure fewer properties are at risk, and thus housing provision less
disrupted.

3

To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social
well-being, and reduce health disparities between
different groups and different areas

+

Ensuring flood protection should reduce stress and benefit wellbeing.

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

0

No obvious effects.

5

To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity
To improve overall levels of education and skills

0

No obvious effects.

0
+

No obvious effects.

6

Ensuring flood protection should create safer and more pleasant
environments in which to live and work.

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for
people to enjoy living, working and for recreation and to
protect and enhance residential amenity

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and
green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid
habitat fragmentation

++

Protecting ecologically sensitive areas within towns from flooding
should benefit local habitats and species.

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built
environment

++

The character of towns should be protected by ensuring there is
not considerable damage caused by flooding.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural value
and their settings

++

Protecting culturally sensitive areas within towns should ensure
these sites are not damaged by flooding.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal
shift to more sustainable transport modes

0
0
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No obvious effects.
No obvious effects.
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13 To maintain or improve local air quality
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface
water resources and minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk

0
++

No obvious effects.
Water resources can be contaminated by flooding. This option
should help to avoid this.

+++ The option aims to reduce the risk of flooding.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including productive
soils

0

Increasing flood protection can bring areas of land back into
productive use.
No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy
efficiency and production of renewable energy

0

No obvious effects.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling
and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

0

No obvious effects.

0
++

No obvious effects.

++

The viability and vitality of towns could be significantly affected by
flooding. This option should ensure such detrimental effects are
minimised.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to
wealth creation, including infrastructure and the local
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town
centres and market towns

++
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Increasing the flood protection of towns should make them more
attractive to investors and ensure local infrastructure is not
damaged from flooding.
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15 - TOURISM
Option A
The Rural Service Centres and thereafter Local Service Centres are the preferred location for
tourism development.
SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from residential
areas to key services, facilities and employment areas
2
3

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing
needs
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social wellbeing, and reduce health disparities between different groups
and different areas

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

5

To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity
To improve overall levels of education and skills

6

Score

++

Commentary/Explanation
Focusing tourism facilities and attractions in service centres should make them
accessible to local residents who may gain employment in the services, or use them
for their own leisure.

0

No obvious effects.

+

An increase in recreational facilities for tourists may also be available for local
residents, with benefits for general well-being and health.

0
-

No obvious effects.

+

There may be some disruption to local community cohesion if the option results in
an influx of visitors to the area, particularly if it is a seasonal trend.
The creation of additional jobs in the tourism industry may provide learning
opportunities for local residents.
By providing additional facilities for tourists, local residents may also benefit.

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for
people to enjoy living, working and for recreation and to
protect and enhance residential amenity

+

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and
green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat
fragmentation

+

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built
environment

+/-

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural value and
their settings

-

There may be some increase in disturbance to local species and habitats as a result
of increased visitors to the area.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

++

Focusing tourism in service centres should reduce the need for visitors to travel to
as many locations to access a range of services, thus reducing the GHG emissions
associated with vehicle movements.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to
more sustainable transport modes

++

Focusing tourism in a small number of service centres rather than spreading them
across the Plan area may make them more accessible by public transport and
reduce the need to drive between attractions when walking and cycling may be an
option.

There may be some benefits by restricting tourism development in more rural areas,
which could potentially have damaged habitats and disturbed species by increasing
traffic and people movements.
By locating developments in service centres rather than rural areas, there may be
some benefit by reducing the potential effect for damaging the natural landscape.
Development in the town centre could reduce or enhance the quality of the built
environment and local distinctiveness.
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13 To maintain or improve local air quality

++

Focusing tourism in service centres should reduce the need for visitors to travel to
as many locations to access a range of services, thus reducing the transport related
emissions and benefitting air quality.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface
water resources and minimise demand for water

0

No obvious effects.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk

+

Locating tourism attractions in existing centres may allow for more efficienct and
easier protection from flooding than if they were located in rural locations which may
also prone to flooding but are less viable to protect.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

+

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources,
and primary resources including productive soils

0

Locating development in existing centres may enable higher densities and reuse of
brownfield land or change of use of existing underused buildings.
No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy
efficiency and production of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and
composting

+
+

Locating development in service centres may provide opportunities to increase
densities and thus increase energy efficiency.
It may be more viable to implement recycling initiatives and systems to support
development if they are in higher density areas with service centres rather than in
rural areas.

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

++

Tourism developments are likely to create employment opportunities. If they are
located in service centres they are more likely to provide opportunities to a larger
group of local workers and support other local businesses.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to
wealth creation, including infrastructure and the local
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

++

Tourism is expected to benefit the local economy and if located in service centres
can support existing services and create additional markets for them by attracting
higher numbers of visitors. Concentrating developments in the service centres
supports local infrastructure and should make improvements more viable.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town
centres and market towns

++

Improvements in tourism offer are expected to improve the viability of service
centres by creating jobs, supporting existing services and infrastructure. They should
also attract additional visitors, residents and workers, thus adding vitality.
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16 - PARISH PLANS
Option A
Have regard to the contents of any Parish Plans and Village Design Statement
submitted to the Council in the formulation of policy.
SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from residential
areas to key services, facilities and employment areas

Score

Commentary/Explanation

+

The option may help to ensure that the services required by the local
community are provided through development.

+

3

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing
needs
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social wellbeing, and reduce health disparities between different groups
and different areas

The option may help to ensure that development provides for the housing
needs of the community.
No obvious effects.

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

+

Local concerns about crime and crime prevention may be highlighted in
the Parish Plans, which may help to prevent crime and the fear of crime.

5

To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity
To improve overall levels of education and skills

+

The option should help to ensure that development is in line with the
needs of the community thus increasing cohesion.
No obvious effects.

2

6
7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people
to enjoy living, working and for recreation and to protect and
enhance residential amenity

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green
infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat
fragmentation

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built
environment

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical,
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

0

0
+
0

Consideration of Parish Plans and VDS should help to ensure that key
local concerns with respect to the living and working environment can be
appropriately reflected in the Plan.
No obvious effects.

++

Most Parish Plans and VDS will aim to maintain the character and
distinctiveness of local areas.

++

Most Parish Plans and VDS will provide information on sensitive sites
and help to ensure they are not negatively affected by development.

0
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to
more sustainable transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water
resources and minimise demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources,
and primary resources including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy
efficiency and production of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and
composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to
wealth creation, including infrastructure and the local strengths
and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres
and market towns

0

No obvious effects.

0
0

No obvious effects.

0
0
0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0
++

No obvious effects.

++

The viability of areas depends greatly on their character and ensuring
appropriate development, which this option should help to ensure.
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No obvious effects.

No obvious effects.
No obvious effects.

Consideration of Parish Plans and VDS should help to ensure that
development is in line with the character and infrastructure of the area,
thus ensuring it remains attractive to investors and visitors.
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17 - LOCAL NATURE RESERVES
Option A
The Plan will designate sites as shown in the report as Local Nature Reserves in
liaison with English Nature.
SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2

Score

Commentary/Explanation

+

These areas may form an important recreational service within rural
areas, this option should preserve them and therefore perhaps increase
accessibility to them.

0

No obvious effects.

3

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social
well-being, and reduce health disparities between
different groups and different areas

++

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

0

No obvious effects.

5

To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity
To improve overall levels of education and skills

0

No obvious effects.

+

There may be some educational benefits by giving residents access to
areas of wildlife in which to play and learn.
The environment is likely to benefit from safeguarding areas of natural
wildlife for people to enjoy.

6
7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for
people to enjoy living, working and for recreation and to
protect and enhance residential amenity

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats
and green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to
avoid habitat fragmentation

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built
environment

++

There should be some mental and physical health benefits of providing
green areas for residents to enjoy and exercise.

+++ Creating Local Nature Reserves is expected to protect local wildlife and
habitats from the direct and some indirect effects of development.

++

The quality of the natural landscape is likely to benefit directly from
safeguarding these areas, and there may be some indirect benefits for
the built environment.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural value
and their settings

+

The settings and surroundings of these sites may benefit from the
creation of Local Nature Reserves which reduce development in certain
areas.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

+

Local Nature Reserves may act as carbon sinks and therefore indirectly
help to reduce GHG emissions.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal
shift to more sustainable transport modes
13 To maintain or improve local air quality

0

No obvious effects.

+

There may be some minor benefits to local air quality by designating
natural areas where development is restricted.
It may be beneficial to preserve natural areas which can act as soak
aways and natural filtering systems for runoff.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand for water

+

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional
risk

+

The designated nature reserves may act as floodplains during periods
of flood, and help to maintain the natural water cycle, thus reducing the
likelihood of flooding during periods of heavy rain.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

0
0

No obvious effects.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing
energy efficiency and production of renewable energy

0

No obvious effects.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling
and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

0

No obvious effects.

0
++

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including productive
soils

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive
to wealth creation, including infrastructure and the local
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town
centres and market towns

C-37

No obvious effects.

The Plan area is renowned for its natural beauty. This option should
help to preserve areas which attract visitors and residents, thus
contributing to wealth generaiton within the area.
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18 - OUNDLE
Option A
Land at Ashton Road and Herne Road is allocated for residential
development, phased in line with the preferred option for 'Phasing'.

Option B
Other land around Oundle could be allocated rather than the site at
Ashton Road and Herne Road.

Option C
Allocate a small urban extension to the North West of the town.

Commentary/Explanation
This site is close to services and facilities within the town.

Score

Score

+++ The option should result in housing allocations in the area

++

Residential sites elsewhere may not be so well served by the
town centre, but would presumably provide equivalent
residential opportunities.

+

The option should provide homes for local people all within
one community. Housing would be further away from local
services than other options and therefore performs less well
against this objective.

+/-

Providing new housing should benefit some residents in need
of a home, although the location of the houses is unknown
and may affect well-being and health either positively or
negatively.

+

Providing accessible homes should benefit overall levels of
well-being, although It may be preferable to locate them closer
to the town centre.

0

No obvious effects.

SA Objective
Score
1
To improve accessibility and transport
++
links from residential areas to key
services, facilities and employment
areas
2

To provide opportunities for all people
to meet their housing needs

?

thus providing residents with housing which is close to local
services.

3

To improve overall levels of physical,
mental and social well-being, and
reduce health disparities between
different groups and different areas

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and
the fear of crime

5

To value and nurture a sense of
belonging in a cohesive community
whilst respecting diversity

6

To improve overall levels of education
and skills

+

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to
protect and enhance residential
amenity

8

9

++

Providing accessible homes close to the town centre should
benefit overall levels of well being

Commentary/Explanation
It is likely that alternative sites in Oundle will be close to
services and facilities but it is not known where exactly these
would be.

-

Commentary/Explanation
This site is slightly further away from some local services and
therefore less accessible than alternative sites.

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

Creating a residential development on a site of this size has
the potential to create a cohesive community for the area.

-?

The option may result in piecemeal development which could
reduce the possibility of creating cohesive communities.

++

Phasing should ensure that educational needs are met as the
development proceeds.

-

If the option results in piecemeal development then it may not
trigger an increase in educational facilities, thus resulting in
overcrowding and poorer educational opportunities.

0

No obvious effects.

?

Depending on the nature of development, there could be
some benefits to this objective. Improving residential
opportunities within established towns may create
environments in which it is pleasant to live, work and recreate.

?

Depending on the nature of development, there could be
some benefits to this objective. Improving residential
opportunities within established towns may create
environments in which it is pleasant to live, work and recreate.

?

Depending on the nature of development, there could be
some benefits to this objective. Improving residential
opportunities within established towns may create
environments in which it is pleasant to live, work and recreate.

To protect and enhance biodiversity,
wildlife habitats and green
infrastructure to achieve a net gain and
to avoid habitat fragmentation

--

Developing on greenfield land is likely to reduce areas for
wildlife to live, feed and breed.

--

It is unlikely that sufficient brownfield land will be found within
the town to provide for adequate residential development.
Therefore the allocated sites are likely to have some wildlife
interest.

--

Developing on greenfield land is likely to reduce areas for
wildlife habitats.

To protect and enhance the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the natural landscape and the built
environment

?

Whether or not the development contributes to or detracts
from local distinctiveness and quality depends greatly on the
nature of the final development.

?

Whether or not the development contributes to or detracts
from local distinctiveness and quality depends greatly on the
nature of the final development.

?

Whether or not the development contributes to or detracts
from local distinctiveness and quality depends greatly on the
nature of the final development.

?

Whether or not the development contributes to or detracts
from the settings of local cultural sites depends greatly on the
nature of the final development.

?

Whether or not the development contributes to or detracts
from the settings of local cultural sites depends greatly on the
nature of the final development.

?

Whether or not the development contributes to or detracts
from the settings of local cultural sites depends greatly on the
nature of the final development.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features
and areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their
settings

0

++
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Creating a residential development on a site of this size has
the potential to create a cohesive community for the area.
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11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse
gases

++

The central nature of this site is likely to benefit this objective
as residents may be able to avoid driving to access local
services thus reducing the growth of GHG emissions.

?

It is unclear where the land is to be allocated and therefore not
not known if the site(s) will be easily accessible to the town's
services by sustainable modes which avoid GHG emissions.

--

The location of the site is such that it is expected that most
residents will drive to access services in the town centre and
the surrounding service centres, thus likely to generate
additional GHG emissions.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car
through a modal shift to more
sustainable transport modes

++

The central nature of this site is likely to benefit this objective
as residents may be able to avoid driving to access local
services.

?

It is unclear where the land is to be allocated and therefore not
known if the site(s) will be easily accessible to the town's
services by sustainable modes

--

The location of the site is such that it is expected that most
residents will drive to access services in the town centre and
the surrounding service centres.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

++

The central nature of this site is likely to benefit this objective
as residents may be able to avoid driving to access local
services, with benefits for local air quality.

?

It is unclear where the land is to be allocated and therefore not
known if the site(s) will be easily accessible to the town's
services by sustainable modes, which would benefit air
quality.

--

The location of the site is such that it is expected that most
residents will drive to access services in the town centre and
the surrounding service centres, thus likely to generate air
pollution.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of
ground and surface water resources
and minimise demand for water

--

Removing greenfield land and replacing it with impermeable
surfaces is likely to have a negative effect on water quality as
a result of increased run off.

--

It is likely that the site(s) will result in increased impermeable
surfacing and thus have disbenefits for water quality.

--

It is likely that the site will result in increased impermeable
surfacing and thus have disbenefits for water quality.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and
avoid additional risk

--

Developing on greenfield land is likely to disrupt the local
water cycle and thus increase the likeliness of localised
flooding during times of heavy rain.

--

It is likely that the site(s) will result in increased impermeable
surfacing and thus have disbenefits for the local water cycle
and localised flooding.

--

It is likely that the site will result in increased impermeable
surfacing and thus have disbenefits for the local water cycle
and localised flooding.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals,
other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils

--

The option will result in building on greenfield land, which may
include productive soils.

--

It is likely that the option will be on predominately greenfield
sites in order to allocate enough land for housing required.
Therefore productive soils may be lost under new
development.

--

The option will result in building on greenfield land, which may
include productive soils.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use
by increasing energy efficiency and
production of renewable energy

+

New developments are likely to be more energy efficient
owing to improvements in design and construction. The extent
to which this option benefits this objective depends on the
nature of the final development.

+

New developments are likely to be more energy efficient
owing to improvements in design and construction. The extent
to which this option benefits this objective depends on the
nature of the final development.

+

New developments are likely to be more energy efficient
owing to improvements in design and construction. The extent
to which this option benefits this objective depends on the
nature of the final development.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase
reuse, recycling and composting

-

An increase in housing is likely to increase the volume of
waste for disposal. Locating close to existing developments
may help to ensure that recycling initiatives are viable.

-

An increase in housing is likely to increase the volume of
waste for disposal. Locating close to existing developments
may help to ensure that recycling initiatives are viable.

-

An increase in housing is likely to increase the volume of
waste for disposal. Locating close to existing developments
may help to ensure that recycling initiatives are viable.

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

21 To retain and enhance the factors
which are conducive to wealth
creation, including infrastructure and
the local strengths and qualities that
are attractive to visitors and investors

++

By increasing the number of residents within Oundle, it may
provide additional markets for investors and thus attract them
to the area.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and
viability of town centres and market
towns

++

Increasing the number of residents close to the town centre
may improve its vitality as well as increase its viability as a
result of a larger local population.

++

The option should result in an increase in the number of
residents within Oundle. It could provide additional custom for
local businesses and potentially help stimulate further
investment.

++

The option should result in an increase in the number of
residents within Oundle. It could provide additional custom for
local businesses and potentially help stimulate further
investment.

+

If the option results in an increase in the number of residents
close to the town centre it may improve its vitality as well as
increase its viability as a result of a larger local population.

++

The option should result in an increase in the number of
residents within reasonable proximity to the town centre, and
may improve its vitality as well as increase its viability as a
result of a larger local population.
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18 - OUNDLE
Option D
Land at East Road is identified for employment development in the
Plan.

Option E
Prince William School to expand their playing fields eastward with
additional buildings to be incorporated on the existing playing fields.

SA Objective
Score
1
To improve accessibility and transport
++
links from residential areas to key
services, facilities and employment
areas

Commentary/Explanation
Score
The site is likely to be easily reaching by road and is relatively
++
close to local services.

Commentary/Explanation
The option is likely to increase residents accessibility to
educational services.

2

To provide opportunities for all people
to meet their housing needs

0

No obvious effects.

3

To improve overall levels of physical,
mental and social well-being, and
reduce health disparities between
different groups and different areas

+

There should be some benefits for general well-being and
health by providing job opportunities for local residents.

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and
the fear of crime

0

No obvious effects.

+

5

To value and nurture a sense of
belonging in a cohesive community
whilst respecting diversity

0

No obvious effects.

++

6

To improve overall levels of education
and skills

++

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to
protect and enhance residential
amenity

+

Depending on the nature of the development, it may be a
pleasant place to work because it is close to local services
and therefore employees can access these facilities during
the day.

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity,
wildlife habitats and green
infrastructure to achieve a net gain and
to avoid habitat fragmentation

-

Some biodiversity may be lost by developing a brownfield site.

--

9

To protect and enhance the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of
the natural landscape and the built
environment

The quality and character of the area may benefit from
developing this brownfield site for economically productive
use.

No obvious effects.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features
and areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their
settings

++

0

Providing job opportunities should create skills development
opportunities within workplaces.

Option F
Expansion to the west which would incorporate the proposed allocated
site in “Herne Road”

++

Commentary/Explanation
Providing additional educational services will make them more
accessible to local residents.

The option will result in housing development in the area, thus
providing residents with housing which is close to local
services.

--

This allocation may use some of the housing development site
thus reducing housing opportunities.

+++ Providing additional educational services should benefit health

--

The lack of space for playing fields may mean that inadequate
provision is made for the children, thus potentially negatively
affecting their health and well-being in the short and long term.

Ensuring appropriate schooling provision helps to reduce the
chances of schoolchildren causing trouble during school
hours, and also reduces their propensity to offend later in life.

+

Ensuring appropriate schooling provision helps to reduce the
chances of schoolchildren causing trouble during school
hours, and also reduces their propensity to offend later in life.

Schools often form an important part of local communities.
This option should ensure the school is able to fulfil this role.

++

Schools often form an important part of local communities.
This option should ensure the school is able to fulfil this role.

++

The option should help to ensure that local children have
adequate access to schooling opportunities, but may reduce
their opportunities to play outside and formal games as part of
their learning experience.

++

Whilst the new school should benefit children's happiness, the
site may not provide additional playing fields thus reducing the
opportunity for them to play.

Developing on greenfield land is likely to reduce areas for
wildlife habitats.

-

The option would use less greenfield land and therefore have
less effects on local biodiversity and habitats, but is still likely
to use some.

-

There may be some minimal loss of natural land as a result of
the new playing fields but these may even add to the
distinctive nature of the area.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

Score

and well-being by ensuring that children are not taught in over
crowded environments and parents feel their children are
getting good educational opportunities. Providing playing
fields should also benefit their general health.

+++ The option should help to ensure that local children have
adequate access to schooling opportunities.

++

Providing adequate schooling facilities and recreational areas
will help to create an environment in which children are
healthy and happy.
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11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse
gases

--

Allocation of this site is likely to generate additional traffic in
the area and thus increase GHG emissions.

--

The expansion of the school is likely to result in additional
cars driving to and from school, thus generating additional
GHG emissions.

--

The expansion of the school is likely to result in additional
cars driving to and from school, thus generating additional
GHG emissions.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car
through a modal shift to more
sustainable transport modes

--

Allocation of this site is likely to generate additional need to
travel if it creates employment opportunities for people from
the surrounding area.

--

The expansion of the school is likely to result in additional
cars driving to and from school.

--

The expansion of the school is likely to result in additional
cars driving to and from school.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

--

There may be some disbenefits for air quality as a result of
the associated increase in traffic from employees this
allocation is likely to produce.

--

The expansion of the school is likely to result in additional
cars driving to and from school, thus generating additional air
pollution, particularly during peak hours when traffic is
queuing.

--

The expansion of the school is likely to result in additional
cars driving to and from school, thus generating additional air
pollution, particularly during peak hours when traffic is
queuing.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of
ground and surface water resources
and minimise demand for water

--

An increase in impermeable surfaces is likely to result, which
may result in more pollution reaching the water system.

-

Expanding the school is likely to result in an increase in water
consumption and hard surfacing, both of which can have
negative effects on water quality.

-

Expanding the school is likely to result in an increase in water
consumption and hard surfacing, both of which can have
negative effects on water quality.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and
avoid additional risk

--

An increase in impermeable surfaces is likely to result, which
may negatively affect the local water cycle and lead to
increased risk of localised flooding.

-

Developing on greenfield land is likely to disrupt the local
water cycle and thus increase the likelihood of localised
flooding during times of heavy rain.

-

Expanding the school is likely to result in an increase in hard
surfacing, which can have negative effects on flooding by
reducing soak aways.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

++

Development on this brownfield site should greatly increase
the economic productivity of the land.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals,
other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils

++

Development on brownfield sites is regarded as beneficial for
resource efficiency by reducing the need to develop on
greenfield sites.

--

There may be some minor loss of productive soils by
expanding the school buildings and using greenfield land for
additional playing fields.

--

There may be some minor loss of productive soils by
expanding the school buildings and using greenfield land for
additional playing fields.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use
by increasing energy efficiency and
production of renewable energy

-

The allocation is likely to result in increased numbers of
people travelling to the area, which would have a negative
effect on energy efficiency, unless the majority of employees
comprised local residents who could walk or cycle from home.

-

An increase in traffic will result in reduction in overall transport
energy efficiency.

-

An increase in traffic will result in reduction in overall transport
energy efficiency.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase
reuse, recycling and composting

-

Volumes of waste arisings are likely to increase as a result of
the development.

-

Waste arisings are likely to increase if the school expands.

-

Waste arisings are likely to increase if the school expands.

+++ The allocation of this site is expected to result in the creation

+

There may be additional local jobs provided by the expanded
school.

+

There may be additional local jobs provided by the expanded
school.

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

of significant numbers of employment opportunities.

21 To retain and enhance the factors
which are conducive to wealth
creation, including infrastructure and
the local strengths and qualities that
are attractive to visitors and investors

++

The allocation of employment land should attract investors to
the sites as well as providing an additional market for other
services for investors to take advantage of.

++

The expanded school will be important to ensure the
economic success of the area: in the short term because it
ensures residents continue to live in the town and in the
longer term because it provides for an educated pool of
workers.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and
viability of town centres and market
towns

++

Increasing the number of jobs in the town should benefit its
viability and increase the vitality by attracting more people to
the town.

++

The viability of the town will depend on whether families can
be attracted to the area because it has adequate schooling, or
whether they are forced to move elsewhere to access
schooling.
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++

+

The expanded school will be important to ensure the
economic success of the area: in the short term because it
ensures residents continue to live in the town and in the
longer term because it provides for an educated pool of
workers.
The viability of the town will depend on whether families can
be attracted to the area because it has adequate schooling, or
whether they are forced to move elsewhere to access
schooling. However, the viability of the area may be negatively
affected if it is not possible to provide the residential units
required because of land used for the new school.
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18 - OUNDLE
Option G
Relocate the primary school to a site adjacent to the middle school, if
necessary.
SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links
from residential areas to key services,
facilities and employment areas

Score

++

Option H
Relocate the primary school to another site, other than that proposed.

Commentary/Explanation
Score
Locating the primary school close to the middle school may increase
the ease of accessibility to both. The location is also close to
residential areas.

Commentary/Explanation
By locating the schools in different places may reduce the ease of
accessibility for residents.

2

To provide opportunities for all people to
meet their housing needs

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

3

To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the
fear of crime

+

Ensuring appropriate schooling provision helps to reduce the
chances of schoolchildren causing trouble during school hours, and
also reduces their propensity to offend later in life.

+

Ensuring appropriate schooling provision helps to reduce the chances of
schoolchildren causing trouble during school hours, and also reduces
their propensity to offend later in life.

5

To value and nurture a sense of belonging in
a cohesive community whilst respecting
diversity

+

There may be marginal benefits to community cohesion if both
schools are located close by and therefore children interact across
age groups, and parents from both schools also interact.

++

Schools often form an important part of local communities. This option
should ensure the school is able to fulfil this role.

6

To improve overall levels of education and
skills

++

There may be some benefit in education provision by locating two
schools close together so they can draw on shared skills and
facilities.

++

Relocating and expanding the primary school should improve the quality
of the learning experience for the children.

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect and
enhance residential amenity

?+

There may be some benefits to the local community by
concentrating the effects of having two schools together.

0

Providing adequate schooling facilities will help to create an environment
in which children are healthy and happy.

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve
a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

0

No obvious effects.

?

Effects are dependent on the location of the site.

9

To protect and enhance the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of the
natural landscape and the built environment

?

Whether or not the development contributes to or detracts from local
distinctiveness and quality depends greatly on the nature of the final
development.

?

Whether or not the development contributes to or detracts from local
distinctiveness and quality depends greatly on the nature of the final
development.

0

No obvious effects.

?

Effects dependent on location and nature of development.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings
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11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

+/-

Locating the schools together may reduce the need for parents to
drop off children at two different locations, thus reducing GHG
emissions. However, traffic may get particularly heavy in this area,
increasing congestion and associated GHG emissions.

-

Depending on the location of the school, it may generate more trips by
car to reach both schools, thus generating additional GHG emissions.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through
a modal shift to more sustainable transport
modes

++

By locating two schools together there may be opportunities to
provide alternative transportation modes for the schools.

-

Locating the schools separately may increase the need to travel, the
location of the primary school will greatly influence how it is reached by
pupils.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

+/-

Locating the schools together may reduce the need for parents to
drop off children at two different locations, thus reducing air pollution.
However, traffic may get particularly heavy in this area, increasing
congestion and associated air pollution.

+/-

Depending on the location of the school, it may generate more trips by
car to reach both schools thus generating additional emissions.
However, it may reduce congestion by locating them at different sites.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

0

No obvious effects.

?

Effects dependent on location and nature of development.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

0

No obvious effects.

?

Effects dependent on location and nature of development.

+

It may be possible for the two schools to share some facilities
therefore increasing the efficiency of the development and use of
land.

0

No obvious effects.

+/-

It may be possible for the two schools to share some facilities
therefore increasing the efficiency of the development and use of
materials. A new school is likely to require additional resources for
its construction.

-

A new school is likely to require additional resources for its construction,
and potentially on productive soils.

An increase in traffic will result in reduction in overall transport
energy efficiency.

-

An increase in traffic will result in reduction in overall transport energy
efficiency.

+/-

Although waste arisings are likely to be high with the location of two
schools close to each other, there may be some more opportunities
to provide recycling segregation and collection by co-locating the
schools.

+

A new location may provide opportunities to establish effective waste
segregation and collection arrangements.

+

There may be additional local jobs provided by the expanded school.

+

There may be additional local jobs provided by the expanded school.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production
of renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase
reuse, recycling and composting

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

-

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

++

The expanded school will be important to ensure the economic
success of the area: in the short term because it ensures residents
continue to live in the town and in the longer term because it
provides for an educated pool of workers.

++

The expanded school will be important to ensure the economic success
of the area: in the short term because it ensures residents continue to
live in the town and in the longer term because it provides for an
educated pool of workers.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and
viability of town centres and market towns

++

The viability of the town will depend on whether families can be
attracted to the area because it has adequate schooling, or whether
they are forced to move elsewhere to access schooling.

++

The viability of the town will depend on whether families can be attracted
to the area because it has adequate schooling, or whether they are
forced to move elsewhere to access schooling.
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19 - THRAPSTON
Option A

Option B

Option C

Extend the previously allocated site (TH1-B) to the south to include a
range of uses.

Identify a number of sites that the Council could deliver within the
overall strategy of regeneration and enhancement of the town.

Allocate a greater amount of housing to achieve a school pupil level
that could support another school site in the town.

SA Objective
Score
1
To improve accessibility and transport links
++
from residential areas to key services,
facilities and employment areas

Commentary/Explanation
Score
Creating a mixed use site close to the residential development
++
is likely to improve accessibility to local services and jobs.

Commentary/Explanation
Score
Identifying sites within the town should help to enhance overall
+
accessibility to local services.

Commentary/Explanation
Providing additional schooling may increase overall
accessibility to this service.

2

To provide opportunities for all people to
meet their housing needs

Extending the site may create opportunities for providing more
housing, and improves the likeliness that the houses close to
local services on the mixed use site will meet the needs of
residents.

A number of the sites are likely to be allocated for housing,
thereby creating opportunities for meeting housing needs.

A greater amount of housing should enhance opportunities for
residents to satisfy their housing needs.

3

To improve overall levels of physical,
mental and social well-being, and reduce
health disparities between different groups
and different areas

+

Creating additional housing and local services may benefit
general well being.

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the
fear of crime
To value and nurture a sense of belonging
in a cohesive community whilst respecting
diversity

0

No obvious effects.

To improve overall levels of education and
skills

0

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living,
working and for recreation and to protect
and enhance residential amenity

+

The mixed use site may provide additional services and
facilities which may help to create a pleasant environment in
which to live and recreate.

++

Regeneration can provide opportunities to create
environments which are attractive, clean and pleasant to live
in.

++

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve
a net gain and to avoid habitat
fragmentation

-

Extending the site is likely to have some negative effects on
local open spaces and the local species it supports.

--

Developing on a number of sites is inevitably going to affect
the biodiversity and habitats of the sites. Increased
population, traffic and movement is likely to disturb local
wildlife.

--

9

To protect and enhance the quality,
character and local distinctiveness of the
natural landscape and the built environment

+/-

5

6

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological,
geological and cultural value and their
settings

++

If the extended site results in improved service provision then
it may create cohesive communities who use the local
services and thus create a central place to congregate and
interact.

0

No obvious effects.

The effects of development could be negative or positive
depending on their character, location and density.

No obvious effects.

+

++

+
+/-

-

++

Improvements to the town through regeneration are likely to
have some benefits for general well-being and should also
benefit health if services and housing provision are improved.

+

Improvements in schooling facilities and housing provision
may benefit overall health and well-being for residents.

Regeneration provides an opportunity to remove areas that
currently attract criminal behaviour.
Regeneration could either divide an existing community or
improve an area to make it more attractive and cohesive for
residents.

0

No obvious effects.

If housing developments are created as a result of this option
then it could put pressure on existing school services.

+++ The option is expected to enhance the quality of the town and

++

+++ Increasing school provision should improve educational
standards in the town and benefit local children.

+/-

improve its distinctiveness.

+/-

Regeneration may result in some negative effects on cultural
features, or it may improve the settings of these features.
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Creating new housing developments together with a new
school which could act as a community focal point for
communities, may benefit this objective.

0

Ensuring that schooling is provided in line with residential
developments should give pupils a pleasant and safe
environment in which to learn and play. New residential
development can provide opportunities to create environments
which are attractive, clean and pleasant to live in.
Greater housing development and a new school could result
in use of sites which currently support local wildlife and
promote biodiversity.
The effects of development could be negative or positive
depending on their character, location and density.

No obvious effects.
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11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

-

An increase in development is likely to lead to a net increase
in GHG emissions from associated transportation
requirements and energy consumption within the home. There
may be some benefit by providing a mixed use site close to
development thus reducing the need to travel to access some
local services.

--

There may be some benefit by creating sites near to the town
centre and thus reducing the need to travel and avoiding
additional GHG emissions. However, there is likely to be a net
increase in traffic if the town provides for more residents and
attracts more visitors.

--

An increase in housing is likely to lead to a net increase in
GHG emissions from associated transportation requirements
and energy consumption within the home.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car
through a modal shift to more sustainable
transport modes

-

An increase in development is likely to lead to a net increase
in associated transportation requirements, much of which is
likely to be private transportation. There may be some benefit
by providing a mixed use site close to development thus
reducing the need to travel to access some local services.

--

There may be some benefit by creating sites near to the town
centre and thus reducing the need to travel. However, there is
likely to be a net increase in traffic if the town provides for
more residents and attracts more visitors. Most of this traffic is
likely to comprise private road transportation.

--

An increase in housing is likely to lead to a net increase in
associated transportation requirements, much of which is
likely to comprise private road transportation.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

-

An increase in development is likely to lead to a net increase
in air pollution from associated transportation requirements.
There may be some benefit by providing a mixed use site
close to development thus reducing the need to travel to
access some local services.

--

There may be some benefit by creating sites near to the town
centre and thus reducing the need to travel and avoiding
additional emissions. However, there is likely to be a net
increase in traffic if the town provides for more residents and
attracts more visitors.

--

An increase in housing is likely to lead to a net increase in air
pollution from associated transportation requirements.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of
ground and surface water resources and
minimise demand for water

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased water
consumption as well as increased surface run off from hard
surfaces which may be polluted.

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased water
consumption as well as increased surface run off from hard
surfaces which may be polluted.

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased water
consumption as well as increased surface run off from hard
surfaces which may be polluted.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased hard
surfacing which may disrupt the natural water cycle and
increase the likeliness of localised flooding.

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased hard
surfacing which may disrupt the natural water cycle and
increase the likeliness of localised flooding.

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased hard
surfacing which may disrupt the natural water cycle and
increase the likeliness of localised flooding.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

?

?

--

Effects will be dependent upon the current and future use of
the land and how the land is developed.
New development will consume primary resources and
potentially productive soils.

?

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals,
other finite resources, and primary
resources including productive soils

This depends on the current and future use of the land and
how the land is developed.
Allocating new sites is likely to lead to new development,
which will consume primary materials and productive soils.

This depends on the current and future use of the land and
how the land is developed.
Effects will be dependent upon the current and future use of
the land and how the land is developed.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production
of renewable energy

--

The option is likely to result in increased development which
will consume energy through lighting and heating as well as
through an increase in travel.

--

The option is likely to result in an increase in overall carbon
based energy consumption from buildings, at least in the short
term, as well as an increase in transport related energy
consumption.

+/-

Increasing housing is likely to create higher waste arisings,
however it may also make it more viable to implement
effective recycling initiatives.

-

Increasing development is likely to create higher waste
arisings. Dispersed, single use sites may make it less viable
to implement effective recycling initiatives.

+/-

The option is likely to result in an increase in overall carbon
based energy consumption from buildings, at least in the short
term, as well as an increase in transport related energy
consumption.

+

The creation of mixed use sites may give rise to more local
jobs to help support the demand within the local community.

+/-

Enhancing the town's productivity and service offer as result
of allocating sites in the town should lead to increased job
opportunities.

+/-

Increasing housing is likely to create higher waste arisings.
However, depending on the nature of the development there
may be opporutnities to implement effective recycling
initiatives.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which
are conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

++

The mixed use development is likely to create opportunities
for potential investors, with a closely located market provided
by the residential area.

++

Enhancing the town through regeneration is likely to improve
its infrastructure and make it more attractive to visitors and
investors.

++

Increasing the population of the town is likely to create
opportunties for investors in new businesses serving the
increased consumer base.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and
viability of town centres and market towns

++

Providing mixed use developments close to the residential
area is likely to make the community more viable as well as
contributing to the overall viability and vitality of the town.

++

Regeneration within the town should improve its viability as
well as increasing its vitality by increasing the number of
residents, businesses and services within the town.

++

Increasing the population of the town is likely to increase its
viability and vitality.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase
reuse, recycling and composting

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

--
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20 - KING’S CLIFFE
Option A
Allocate land for development (building on KC1 allocation in Local Plan)
including residential, with an element of affordable housing, open space, and
community centre.
SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs

Score

++

Commentary/Explanation

Option B
Re-allocate the site away from KC1.

Score

The site is relatively close to the town centre and therefore accessible
to local services.

+++ Providing housing developments, some of which are affordable, should
provide for local housing needs. Locating development close to local
services should increase its appeal to local residents.

-?

Commentary/Explanation
Accessibility depends on the exact location of the site but if the site
was across the river it would divide the town.

++

Providing housing developments, some of which is likely to be
affordable, should provide for local housing needs. However it may
not be close to local services and therefore not fulfill the needs of
residents.

3

To improve overall levels of physical, mental and
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas

++

Providing housing, including affordable housing, open space and
community centres should help to increase well-being and health by
providing for local needs and providing areas to exercise.

+

Providing housing, including affordable housing, open space and
community centres should help to increase well being and health by
providing for local needs and providing areas to exercise.

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of
crime
To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

+

Providing a community centre may reduce petty crime by occupying
young people's time.
Creating a housing development supported by community services
should help to create a cohesive community environment.

0

No obvious effects.

?

Whether or not the development creates a cohesive community will
be influenced by where it is located and how accessible it is to
community services and facilities.

-

5

6

To improve overall levels of education and skills

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments
for people to enjoy living, working and for recreation
and to protect and enhance residential amenity

8

9

++

++

Increasing housing development may put additional pressure on local
schooling facilities and affect attainment levels.
The creation of a residential development with open space and a
community centre should create an environment in which it is pleasant
to live and enhance recreational opportunities.

+

Increasing housing development may put additional pressure on
local schooling facilities and affect attainment levels.
A new development provides opportunities to create a healthy and
pleasant environment, although this will depend on how accessible
it is to local services.

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats
and green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to
avoid habitat fragmentation

--

Development on this site is likely to have negative effects on local
wildlife and their habitats.

?

Effects will be dependent upon the nature and location of
development.

To protect and enhance the quality, character and
local distinctiveness of the natural landscape and
the built environment

+

Provision of open space may benefit local quality, as may the entire
development depending on the the finished design and construction.

?

Effects will be dependent upon the nature and location of
development.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural
value and their settings

0

No obvious effects.

?

Effects will be dependent upon the nature and location of
development.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

--

There is likely to be a net increase in GHG emissions as a result of
increased housing and associated road transportation. There may be
some benefits by locating near to the town and providing a community
centre on site, thereby reducing the need to travel by car to access
local services.

--

There is likely to be a net increase in GHG emissions as a result of
increased housing and associated road transportation.

-
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

--

There is likely to be a net increase in the reliance on cars as a result of
increased population. There may be some benefits by locating near to
the town and providing a community centre on site, thereby reducing
the need to travel by car to access local services.

--

There is likely to be a net increase in the reliance on cars as a
result of increased population.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

--

There is likely to be a net increase in air pollution as a result of
increased road transportation associated with the local housing. There
may be some benefits by locating near to the town and providing a
community centre on site, thereby reducing the need to travel by
vehicles to access local services.

--

There is likely to be a net increase in air pollution as a result of
increased road transportation associated with the local housing.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand for
water

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased water
consumption as well as increased surface run off from hard surfaces
which may be polluted.

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased water
consumption as well as increased surface run off from hard
surfaces which may be polluted.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased hard surfacing
which may disrupt the natural water cycle and increase the likelihood
of localised flooding.

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased hard
surfacing which may disrupt the natural water cycle and increase
the likeliness of localised flooding.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

?

?

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including
productive soils

--

Effects will be dependent upon the current and future use of the land
and how the land is developed.
New development will consume primary resources.

Effects will be dependent upon the current and future use of the
land and how the land is developed.
New development will consume primary resources.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing
energy efficiency and production of renewable
energy

--

The option is likely to result in an increase in overall carbon based
energy consumption from buildings, at least in the short term, as well
as an increase in transport related energy consumption.

--

The option is likely to result in an increase in overall carbon based
energy consumption from buildings, at least in the short term, as
well as an increase in transport related energy consumption.

+/-

Increasing housing is likely to create higher waste arisings. However,
depending on the nature of the development there may be
opporutnities to implement effective recycling initiatives.

+/-

Increasing housing is likely to create higher waste arisings.
However, depending on the nature of the development there may
be opporutnities to implement effective recycling initiatives.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

-

The option may result in increased competition for local jobs by
increasing the number of local residents and therefore reduce
employment opportunities for some.

--

-

The option may result in increased competition for local jobs by
increasing the number of local residents and therefore reduce
employment opportunities for some.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including infrastructure
and the local strengths and qualities that are
attractive to visitors and investors

++

Increasing the population of the town is likely to create opportunties for
investors in new businesses serving the increased consumer base.

++

Increasing the population of the town is likely to create opportunties
for investors in new businesses serving the increased consumer
base.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of
town centres and market towns

++

Increasing the population of the town is likely to increase its viability
and vitality.

++

Increasing the population of the town is likely to increase its viability
and vitality.
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21 - VILLAGES AND RURAL AREA
Option A

SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Option B

Option C

Allocate land at Nassington and Warmington and use the criteria based Allocate alternative sites in Nassington and Warmington (i.e. don’t
approach to assess development proposals within and adjoining the
apply the criteria based approach)
remaining network of villages.

Retain existing rural settlement hierarchy

Score

Score

+

Commentary/Explanation
Allocating land within Nassington and Warmington should
make these developments accessible to the local services,
although these are quite limited.

Score

-

Commentary/Explanation
Accessibility may be problematic with other sites,
particularly if it is not considered adequately.

2

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs

+

The allocations are likely to include housing developments.

+

The allocations are likely to include housing developments.

3

To improve overall levels of physical, mental and
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas

0

No obvious effects.

0

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of
crime

+

The criteria based approach assesses the implications of a
development on crime and crime prevention.

5

To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

+

6

To improve overall levels of education and skills

7

-

Commentary/Explanation
Maintaining the hierarchy would be likely to lead to more
development in smaller villages where access to local
services other than by car is limited.

++

Providing housing within the existing hierarchy should ensure
the majority of new houses are located in areas popular with
residents and migrants.

No obvious effects.

-

Maintaining the hierarchy would be likely to lead to a decline
in overall access to local health services, with disbenefits for
this objective.

-

The implications of a development on crime and crime
prevention may not be considered without the criteria
approach.

-

More development in settlements less well served by local
services may lead to greater potential for petty crime
associated with a lack of things to do amongst younger
residents.

Allocating sites within existing communities may make it
easier for new residents to integrate more easily and bring
additional benefits to the community.

+

Allocating sites within existing communities may make it
easier for new residents to integrate more easily and bring
additional benefits to the community.

++

Maintaining the existing settlement hierarchy may help to
maintain existing communities and reinforce any feelings of
belonging.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments
for people to enjoy living, working and for recreation
and to protect and enhance residential amenity

+

The protection of the natural character and environment of the
area, and increasing accessibility to services should benefit
this objective.

+

The protection of the natural character and environment of
the area, and increasing accessibility to services should
benefit this objective.

++

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats
and green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to
avoid habitat fragmentation

-

Owing to the nature of the environment in these areas, all
development sites are likely to have some negative effects on
wildlife and habitats. The criteria based approach should avoid
the most sensitive ecological sites.

--

Development could negatively affect ecologically sensitive
sites without the criteria based approach.

-

Distributing development in the smaller settlements and rural
areas may have some negative effects on local wildlife and
habitats.

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character and
local distinctiveness of the natural landscape and
the built environment

++

The character of the area should be protected by the criteria
based approach.

--

Development could negatively affect the character of the
area without the criteria based approach.

+

The option should help maintain the distinctiveness and
character of the smaller settlements, although development
may in some cases have some negative effects.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural
value and their settings

+

The criteria based approach should ensure that cultural sites
are protected as much as possible.

--

Development could negatively affect culturally sensitive
sites without the criteria based approach.

+

By maintaining the existing character and function of smaller
settlements, the settings of cultural sites should be
maintained and sites themselves protected. However, there
may be some negative effects in some cases.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

--

There is likely to be a net increase in GHG emissions as a
result of increased housing and associated road
transportation.

--

There is likely to be a net increase in GHG emissions as a
result of increased housing and associated road
transportation.

--

Maintaining the existing settlement hierarchy is likely to
reinforce the existing need to travel to nearby rural service
centres for certain facilities and services. The majority of
these journeys are currently travelled by car, which is likely
to continue, with disbenefits for GHG emissions.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

--

There is likely to be a net increase on the reliance in cars as a
result of increased population. The criteria based approach
includes no mention of public transportation provision.

--

There is likely to be a net increase in the reliance on cars
as a result of increased population.

--

Maintaining the existing settlement hierarchy is likely to
reinforce the existing need to travel to nearby rural service
centres for certain facilities and services. The majority of
these journeys are currently travelled by car.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

--

There is likely to be a net increase in air pollution as a result
of increased road transportation associated with the local
housing.

--

There is likely to be a net increase in air pollution as a
result of increased road transportation associated with the
local housing.

--

Local air quality in the area is largely determined by vehicle
emissions. Maintaining the existing settlement hierarchy is
likely to reinforce the existing need to travel to nearby rural
service centres for certain facilities and services. The
majority of these journeys are currently travelled by car,
which is likely to continue, with disbenefits for air quality.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand for
water

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased water
consumption as well as increased surface run off from hard
surfaces which may be polluted.

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased water
consumption as well as increased surface run off from
hard surfaces which may be polluted.

--

Extending the role and function of smaller settlements is
likely to increase demand for water, which may have a
negative effect on local resources. Increased car travel as a
result of more dispersed development may also increase the
risk of polluted run-off from roads.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased hard
surfacing which may disrupt the natural water cycle and
increase the likelihood of localised flooding.

--

Increased development is likely to result in increased hard
surfacing which may disrupt the natural water cycle and
increase the likelihood of localised flooding.

--

Additional development distributed across more smaller
settlements may increase exposure to flooding in certain
areas as well as increasing pressure on local drainage
infrastructure.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

?

Effects will be dependent upon the current and future use of
the land and how the land is developed.

?

Effects will be dependent upon the current and future use
of the land and how the land is developed.

-

Distributing development in the smaller settlements and rural
areas, with lower overall densities, is likely to result in a less
efficient use of land.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including
productive soils

--

New development will consume primary resources.

--

New development will consume primary resources and
potentially productive soils.

--

Distributing development in the smaller settlements and rural
areas, with lower overall densities, is likely to require more
resources in construction and operation, make less efficient
use of existing infrastructure and buildings, and may result in
landtake in areas with productive soils.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing
energy efficiency and production of renewable
energy

--

The option is likely to result in an increase in overall carbon
based energy consumption from buildings, at least in the short
term, as well as an increase in transport related energy
consumption.

--

The option is likely to result in an increase in overall
carbon based energy consumption from buildings, at least
in the short term, as well as an increase in transport
related energy consumption.

--

The existing hierarchy is expected to continue the trend in
travel habits thus consuming more energy in transportation.

Increasing housing is likely to create higher waste arisings.
However, depending on the nature of the development
there may be opporutnities to implement effective recycling
initiatives.

--

Distributing development in the smaller settlements and rural
areas, with lower overall densities, is likely to reduce the
effectiveness of recycling and other local sustainable waste
management initiatives.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

+/-

Increasing housing is likely to create higher waste arisings.
However, depending on the nature of the development there
may be opporutnities to implement effective recycling
initiatives.

+/-

-

The option may result in increased competition for local jobs
by increasing the number of local residents and therefore
reduce employment opportunities for some.

-

The option may result in increased competition for local
jobs by increasing the number of local residents and
therefore reduce employment opportunities for some.

-

Distributing development within the smaller settlements may
result in less critical mass in the rural service centres to
support local businesses and enable them to grow, with
potential negative effects against this objective. However,
this may be offset to some extent by some new jobs in rural
areas.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including infrastructure
and the local strengths and qualities that are
attractive to visitors and investors

++

Increasing the population of the town is likely to create
opportunties for investors in new businesses serving the
increased consumer base.

++

Increasing the population of the town is likely to create
opportunties for investors in new businesses serving the
increased consumer base.

+/-

Whilst the strengths and qualities of some rural areas should
be improved, less focus on the rural service centres may
result in some potential decline in business opportunities and
service provision in the latter.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of
town centres and market towns

++

Increasing the population of the area is likely to increase its
viability and vitality.

++

Increasing the population of the area is likely to increase
its viability and vitality.

+/-

Although the vitality and viability of smaller settlements may
be ehanced, the option may result in some potential decline
in business opportunities and service provision in the rural
service centres, with disbenefits against this objective.
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21 - VILLAGES AND RURAL AREA
Option D

Option E

Option F

Apply a more relaxed approach to development in the rural areas.

Building conversions: criteria based policies are adopted to ensure that the
countryside functions as an attractive and viable environmental, economic and
recreational resource.

Building conversions: a moratorium on conversions.

Score

Score

SA Objective
Score
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
-residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Commentary/Explanation
Development may not be sited in locations which are
accessible to local service centres.

2

To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

-

The option may result in housing, but location and type
may not be matched to local needs.

3

To improve overall levels of physical, mental and
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas

--

4

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of
crime

5

0

Commentary/Explanation
No obvious effects.

0

Commentary/Explanation
No obvious effects.

-

This option may reduce the potential for housing developments to some
small degree.

-

Preventing conversions may reduce the opportunity
to provide housing in some areas.

Access to health care may be restricted by the location of
developments, and lack of access to other local services
could negatively affect well-being.

++

The option should protect the natural environment, as well as supporting
diversification and enhancement of the rural economy, with benefits for
local residents' well-being.

--

Constraining diversification may result in decline of
the rural economy, which is likely to negatively
affect residents' well-being.

-

More development in settlements less well served by local
services may lead to greater potential for petty crime
associated with a lack of things to do amongst younger
residents.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

--

Piecemeal and less constrained development is less likely
to create cohesive and identifiable communities supported
by appropriate facilities and services.

+

By supporting diversification and enhancement of the rural economy
there should be some benefits to this objective.

0

To the extent the option may contribute to economic
decline in the rural communities there may be
disbenefits against this objective.

6

To improve overall levels of education and skills

--

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

--

0

No obvious effects.

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a net
gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

--

Developments may not be suitably located to adequately
access educational services.
The option may result in developments which are illsupported by the services and facilities which are required
to create healthy and pleasant environments. They may
also be poorly located in relation to employment
opportunities.
With fewer constraints on development, particularly in

0

No obvious effects.

To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural landscape
and the built environment

--

+

The character of some buildings and areas may be
preserved by this option.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas
of historical, archaeological, geological and
cultural value and their settings

--

Without appropriate constraints, developments may
negatively affect culturally sensitive environments.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

--

Developments may be poorly sited with inadequate links
between services, jobs and housing, resulting in increased
need to travel, thus increasing GHG emissions.
Developments may also be low density and thus less
energy efficient, with negative implications for GHG
emissions.

8

9

+++ Sensitive development of new businesses in pleasant rural environments
should benefit this objective.

++

open countryside, more sensitive wildlife and habitats may
be negatively affected.

Without appropriate constraints developments may reduce
the quality of the surrounding built and natural
environment.

The criteria based approach should ensure protection of areas of
ecological importance.

+++ The distinctiveness of much of the area is defined by the natural
landscape and rural settlements. This option should help to protect this.

++

The option should protect or enhance culturally important features and
their settings, as well as ensure that geological and archaeological sites
in the countryside are protected from development.

-

There may be a decline in the quality of some
buildings or sites due to neglect.

-

Development of small businesses in rural areas is likely to result in some
increase in road traffic, with negative implications for GHG emissions,
although the criteria based approach should ensure effects are minimal.
Although there may also be emissions from certain types of businesses,
these are likely to be minimal.

+

Rural decline may result in an overall decrease in
road traffic in rural areas, with associated benefits
for this objective, although effects are likely to be
minimal.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

--

Developments may be poorly sited with inadequate links
between services, jobs and housing, resulting in increased
need to travel by car and not facilitating public transport.

-

Development of small businesses in rural areas is likely to result in some
increase in road traffic, although the criteria based approach should
minimise this.

+

Rural decline may result in an overall decrease in
road traffic in rural areas, with associated benefits
for this objective, although effects are likely to be
minimal.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

-

Developments may be poorly sited with inadequate links
between services, jobs and housing, resulting in increased
need to travel by car, with potential negative affects on
local air pollution.

-

Development of small businesses in rural areas is likely to result in some
increase in road traffic, with potential disbenefits for local air quality,
although the criteria based approach should ensure effects are minimal.
Although there may also be emissions from certain types of businesses,
these are likely to be minimal.

+

Rural decline may result in an overall decrease in
road traffic in rural areas, with associated benefits
for this objective, although effects are likely to be
minimal.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand
for water

--

Development in open countryside has the potential to
increase negative effects on local water resources. A rise
in road traffic resulting from poorly sited development is
likely to increase the risk of polluted run-off.

+/-

Development of small businesses in rural areas is likely to result in some
increase in road traffic, with potential increase in polluted run-off,
although the criteria based approach should ensure effects are minimal.
Although there may also be increased demands on local water resources
from certain types of businesses, these are likely to be minimal. Larger
sites may afford opportunities for implementation of SUDS.

0

No obvious effects.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

--

Without appropriate constraints developments may be
located in or near areas of flood risk, or may exacerbate
localised flooding.

0

Development of existing buildings is unlikely to result in any change on
flood risk.

0

No obvious effects.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

--

Without appropriate constraints developments may not
prioritise brownfield land or utilised existing buildings, thus
making inefficient use of land.

--

The outcome of this option may be inefficient use of
existing buildings and land.

+++ Re-use of existing buildings in rural areas for economically productive
purposes makes efficient use of land.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources including
productive soils

--

The option is likely to result in more potential for lower
density development away from larger settlements, which
is likely to require more resources in construction and
operation, make less efficient use of existing infrastructure
and buildings, and may result in landtake in areas with
productive soils.

++

Re-use of existing buildings should result in minimal use of new
construction materials. The criteria based approach should ensure
landtake of productive soils is minimised.

--

The outcome of this option may be inefficient use of
existing buildings and land thus requiring additional
consumption of materials and productive soils.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

--

Developments are more likely to be low density and thus
less energy efficient, as well as resulting in increased need
to travel by car, leading to reduction in overall transport
energy efficiency.

++

Re-use of existing buildings in rural areas offers the opportunity to
increase their energy efficiency and potentially onsite incorporate
renewables. There is likely to be some reduction in transport related
energy efficiency with an increase in road traffic.

0

No obvious effects.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

--

If developments are not well located then they could
reduce the effectiveness of recycling and other local
sustainable waste management initiatives.

+/-

New businesses in rural areas are likely to increase overall waste
arisings. However, in-situ composting and recycling may be viable on
larger sites.

+

There may be some minimal benefits to this
objective if rural decline results in overall decrease
in waste arisings.

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

--

Developments may not be well located to generate
employment or access existing employment.

++

The option should lead to the creation of significant new employment
opportunities in rural areas.

-

To the extent the option may contribute to decline in
the rural economy there is likely to be a decrease in
employment opportunities in rural areas.

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

--

The option may result in developments which are poorly
supported by infrastructure and may increase pressure on
existing infrastructure, thus less likely to create
environments which attract either investors or visitors.

++

Encouraging new businesses in rural areas, sited using a criteria based
approach which ensures protection of the countryside, should benefit this
objective.

-

To the extent the option may contribute to decline in
the rural economy there are likely to be disbenefits
to this objective.

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of
town centres and market towns

--

Development which is not well sited in relation to existing
jobs and services has the potential to negatively affect the
vitality and viability of existing settlements.

++

By encouraging new businesses in rural areas, this option should help
ensure the vitality and viability of smaller settlements in these areas.

-

To the extent the option may contribute to decline in
the rural economy the vitality and viability of smaller
settlements in rural areas is likely to be negatively
affected.
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22 - BRIGSTOCK CAMP
Option B

Option A
SA Objective
1
To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Delete policy BR3 in the extant Local Plan.

Retain policy approach set out in the Local Plan.

Score

Score

--

Commentary/Explanation
The site is considered to be poorly located and not easily
accessible for local services.

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of
crime
To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity
To improve overall levels of education and skills

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

+

Development for agriculture, recreation or tourism may provide
some opportunities for training and skills development.

7

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments
for people to enjoy living, working and for recreation
and to protect and enhance residential amenity

0

No obvious effects.

?

Effects dependent on the nature and design of employment
provision.

8

To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats
and green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to
avoid habitat fragmentation

+

Recognition of the land as open countryside should help to
restrict development which may negatively affect local wildlife
and habitats.

--

More intensive redevelopment of the site for a range of
employment uses, together with a significant increase in
associated transportation, may result in negative effects on local
wildlife and habitats.

9

To protect and enhance the quality, character and
local distinctiveness of the natural landscape and
the built environment

++

Sympathetic redevelopment of the site for agriculture, recreation
or tourism may should improve the built environment and may
enhance local distinctiveness.

--

Significant redevelopment of the site for a range of employment
uses, together with an associated increase in road transportation,
may result in detrimental effects on the quality and character of
the landscape and built environment.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural
value and their settings

+

Sympathetic redevelopment of the site for agriculture, recreation
or tourism may have benefits for this objective.

-

Significant redevelopment of the site for a range of employment
uses, together with a associated increase in road transportation,
may result in detrimental effects against this objective.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

-

The site is only accessible by car, thus development is likely to
lead to increased GHG emissions

2
3

4
5
6

--

Commentary/Explanation
The site is considered to be poorly located and not easily
accessible for local services.

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs
To improve overall levels of physical, mental and
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas

0
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Development for a range of employment uses should provide
opportunities for training and skills development.

As the site is only accessible by car, significant redevelopment for
a range of employment uses is likely to lead to a substantial
increase in road transportation, with negative effects on GHG
emissions.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

-

The site is only accessible by car, thus development is likely to
lead to increased vehicle movements.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

-

The site is only accessible by car, thus development is likely to
lead to increased emissions.

As the site is only accessible by car, significant redevelopment for
a range of employment uses is likely to lead to a substantial
increase in road transportation, with negative effects on local air
quality.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand for
water

--

Owing to previous uses of the site it is likely it may be
contaminated, therefore without redevelopment local water
resources may be negatively affected by contaminated infiltration
or run-off.

More intensive redevelopment of the site for a range of
employment uses is likely to result in a significant increase in
demand on local water resources. Certain employment uses,
together with increased road transportation, may also lead to
detrimental effects on water quality from increased polluted runoff.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

-

Redevelopment of the site for agriculture, recreation or tourism
may result in some minor changes to local drainage, which could
have flood risk implications.

--

++

Agriculture, recreation or tourism redevelopment may make less
efficient use of the site than more intensive employment uses.

+++

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including
productive soils

-

Redevelopment of the site for agriculture, recreation or tourism is
likely to consume fewer resources in construction and operation
than would be the case for more intensive employment uses.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing
energy efficiency and production of renewable
energy

-

Building related effects dependent on the nature and design of
employment provision. An increase in road transportation will
reduce overall transport energy efficiency.

--

Building related effects dependent on the nature and design of
employment provision. The substantial increase in road
transportation will reduce overall transport energy efficiency.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

-

Redevelopment for agriculture, recreation or tourism is likely to
result in an increase in overall waste arisings, although there
may be opportunities for onsite composting and recycling.

--

More intensive redevelopment for a range of employment uses is
likely to result in a significant increase in overall waste arisings,
although there may be opportunities for onsite composting and
recycling.

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

+

Less intensive redevelopment of the site is likely to result in
fewer employment opportunities.
Regarding the site as open countryside will provide a flexible
framework for developing the site in a sympathetic manner for
agriculture, recreation or tourism, which should benefit this
objective.

++

More intensive redevelopment of the site is likely to result in
significant new employment opportunities.
Signficant redevelopment for a range of employment uses in this
location is likely to have marked detrimental effects on local
transport and drainage infrastructure. Although the redevelopment
should prove attractive for investors, there are likely to be negative
effects on the overall attractiveness of the area for visitors.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including infrastructure
and the local strengths and qualities that are
attractive to visitors and investors

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of
town centres and market towns

++

+

Redevelopment of the site for agriculture, recreation or tourism
may have some minimal benefits for the viabilty of nearby towns.
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As the site is only accessible by car, significant redevelopment for
a range of employment uses is likely to lead to a substantial
increase in road transportation.

Signficant redevelopment of the site for a range of employment
uses will increase hard standing and may result in marked
changes to local drainage, which could have flood risk
implications.
More intensive redevelopment of the site will result in a more
efficient use of the land.
More intenstive redevelopment of the site is likely to result in a
substantial use of minerals and other finite resources during
construction and operation.

+/-

+

Significant redevelopment of the site for a range of employment
uses may have some benefits for the viabilty of nearby towns.
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'Do Nothing'

SA Objective

Score

Commentary/Explanation
Without improved local connectivity, better provision of public transport, and increased
provision of local services and employment areas, it is likely that reliance on private cars will
continue and residents without a car will remain isolated.

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

--

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs

--

Without the provision of affordable housing, and allocated housing sites, and also given the
expected population growth in the Plan area, a shortage of suitable housing is likely to persist
or worsen.

+/-

There may be some benefits for sections of the population in terms of well-being by
maintaining the existing character and quality of the local area. However, overall health levels
are likely to decline as the population ages and facilities may not be provided to support this
demographic change.

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime

+

The option is likely to result in fewer changes in population and therefore perhaps closer knit
communities, where self-policing is likely to be more prevalent. Reduction of crime rates and
fear of crime is also likely due to improved prevention methods and better awareness of crime
prevention.

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive
community whilst respecting diversity

-

There may be some benefits to community cohesion by reducing the extent of development
and population flux within the area. However, as a consequence of the lack of affordable
housing, some people may move to urban areas seeking improved housing opportunities,
better access to facilities and services and a wider range of employment opportunities. This
can impinge upon the sustainability of rural communities and may erode community cohesion
and sense of belonging.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills

-

Whilst the proportion of local residents with qualifications is higher than the national average,
the shortage of primary school places in some parts of the Plan Areas may start to affect
attainment rates of children.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for
people to enjoy living, working and for recreation and to
protect and enhance residential amenity

+/-

Whilst the area remains popular as a result of the high quality natural and built environment, a
threat to this objective is likely to be the future availability of locally accessible homes, jobs,
services and community facilities.

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and
green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to avoid
habitat fragmentation

++

Avoiding the allocation of new development sites may be beneficial to wildlife and habitats
situated on brownfield and greenfield sites.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local
distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the built
environment

+/-

Avoiding the development of sites and attracting visitors and residents may help to protect and
maintain the existing quality of the built environment and natural landscape. However, the
distinctiveness of the area may suffer marginally if local services are closed owing to
competition with larger service centres.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural value
and their settings

++

Avoiding the development of certain sites may reduce the likelihood of cultural assets being
negatively affecting by inappropriate development or by construction activities.

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental and social
well-being, and reduce health disparities between different
groups and different areas

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

-

With constrained piecemeal development increases in emissions from new development are
likely to be reduced. Maintaining the existing role of service centres and the population and
employment levels of the area is likely to result in some continued rise in traffic volumes, with
negative effects on GHG emissions, although this may be offset to some extent by
improvements in vehicle emissions.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift
to more sustainable transport modes

--

As affluence increases nationally, the rates of car ownership are also likely to increase. The
existing reliance on private vehicles is set to continue unless alternative modes of transport
are provided.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

-

Maintaining the existing role of service centres and the population and employment levels of
the area is to result in some continued rise in traffic volumes, with potential negative effects on
local air quality in areas within proximity to major roads.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface
water resources and minimise demand for water

+

There may be some benefit to this objective in reducing the scale of future developments in
the area, thus reducing increases in hard surfacing, increases in traffic and increased water
consumption. Water resources are likely to remain in good quality, although polluted run-off
from agriculture may continue.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk

-

The risk of flooding from the River Nene is likely to increase as the effects of climate change
exacerbate the frequency of extreme weather events. However, there may be some benefit in
reducing the scale of future developments in the area, thus reducing hard surfacing and
disturbance to natural drainage, and the negative effects this can have on local flood risk.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

-

Without intervention, constrained piecemeal development is likely to lead to sub-optimal
efficiency of land use in terms of economic or social productivity. The availability of previously
used land for new development is likely to reduce as development continues.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including productive
soils

+/-

The option avoids the consumption of materials by reducing potential development. However,
it is less likely to increase the productivity of existing under-used buildings and infrastructure.

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy
efficiency and production of renewable energy

+/-

The option does not restrict the development of renewable energy projects in the Plan Area,
but also does not promote sites. The energy efficiency of new homes will be higher than
existing homes and retrofitting of insulation and improved heating systems should help to
improve overall energy efficiency within the housing stock. Without public transport
improvements, the option is unlikely to result in improved energy efficiency within
transportation.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling
and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to
wealth creation, including infrastructure and the local
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town
centres and market towns

+
+

With less development the growth in waste arisings is likely to be slower. Rates of recycling
are likely to increase in line with national objectives and trends.
The employment base is sufficiently broad to ensure that a shift in demand or the national
economy should not reduce employment opportunities significantly. Increasing use of the
internet should also continue to reduce any isolation which previously hindered economic
growth in the rural areas. Distribution companies are likely to continue to provide employment
as the location is attractive to these types of existing and new businesses.

+/-

The Plan Area is likely to remain popular with visitors owing to its natural landscape and
attractive service centres. If local services in rural areas are unable to compete with larger
service centres then they may close, thus making these areas less attractive to investors or
visitors.

-

The shortage of affordable housing in rural areas may result in an increasing number of
residents moving to nearby towns where housing is more affordable and services are more
accessible. This would have a negative effect on the vitality and viability of rural villages.
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This section presents the findings of the detailed assessment of the policies set out in the RNOTP, grouped according to the Policy Components
described in Table 10.1 above. Each table contains predictions and evaluation of effects for each SA objective, in accordance with the methodology
described in Section 3, together with a commentary/explanation of the assessment and references to the mitigation measures detailed in Section 11.
The condition of both the short term and medium-long term future baselines (see Tables 7.3 and 7.4) are also detailed for reference against each
objective. Table D.1 below explains the terms and symbols used in the tables.

Table D.1 - Assessment Tables: Terms and Symbols
Terms
Cond Condition
Sens Sensitivity
Trend Baseline Trend
FB Future Baseline

ST Short Term
MT Medium Term
LT Long Term

Effects

Assessment

Magnitude
 Major Positive
Minor Positive


-

No effect

?

Unclear effect




Minor Negative

Scale
Local

Permanence
Within, or in close proximity to, RNOTP area

Sub Reg East Northamptonshire and surrounding areas
Reg/Nat East Midlands and beyond

Major Negative

Mag Magnitude
Scale Geographic extent
Dur Duration
T/P Temporary/permanent
Cert Certainty
Sm Summary assessment

D-1

Certainty

Temp

Temporary

Low

Low

Perm

Permanent

Med

Medium

High

High

+++
++
+
0
---+/-

Strongly positive
Moderately positive
Slightly positive
No effect
Slightly negative
Moderately negative
Strongly negative
Combination of +ve and -ve effects / neutral effect
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COMPONENT 1: SCALE AND DISTRIBUTION OF DEVELOPMENT
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from Poor
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Med

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

High

Poor

Stable

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT
Poor

Poor

Effects
Mag Scale
Local


Dur

T/P

MT-LT Perm

Cert
Med

Assessment
ST MT LT Sm Commentary
+
++ ++ ++ Improving local services in the respective towns and

Mitigation
O

villages should provide more accessible services and
facilities to residents based on the existing hierarchy of
settlements. Improving demand responsive public
transport should improve public transport accessibility.
Stable

Poor

Poor

Local

MT-LT Perm

Low

-

+

+

+

Local needs for housing are to be met but are not
defined in this component. The extent of new housing
development may be limited by restrictions on siting
and development of infill plots.

?

O

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The provision of local services may include some
primary health care. These are likely to remain within
the larger service centres as the Plan intends to
reinforce the existing settlement hierarchy rather than
extend the role of the smaller service centres and
network villages. Protecting the character of the
respective settlements may benefit mental and social
well-being.

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Focusing development within existing local services
should help to ensure more effective policing than
increasing development in more rural areas.

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

Maintaining the existing settlement hierarchy may help
to maintain existing communities and reinforce any
feelings of belonging.
No obvious effects.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

+

+

+

+

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Temp

Low

++

+

+

++ The component intends to use a range of sites for new A, B, C

The component aims to maintain the distinctiveness
and character of the existing settlements to the benefit
of local residents.

development: previously developed land and buildings,
selected Greenfield sites and some carefully planned
infilling. This approach may have a range of effects on
local biodiversity but on the whole the component aims
to ensure that development is well guided to reduce
impacts on green spaces and the existing character of
settlements and countryside, which should benefit
biodiversity. In open countryside housing development
will not normally be permitted.
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Med

Stable

Good

Good



9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

Decl

Poor

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Mod

Med

Impr

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Local

Med

++

++

++

++ The component aims to ensure that development does E
not reduce the distinctiveness and character of the
existing settlements, and maintains the existing
relationship between settlements and the surrounding
countryside.
By maintaining the existing character and function of
settlements, the settings of cultural sites should be
maintained and sites themselves protected.

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+



Reg/Nat MT-LT Perm

Low

-

--

--

--

The component aims to maintain the existing
O
settlement hierarchy which is likely to reinforce the
existing need to travel to nearby rural service centres
for certain facilities and services. The majority of these
journeys are currently travelled by car and in the main
this is likely to continue. The introduction of demand
responsive public transport may reduce the need for
travel by private vehicles to some extent but it is
expected that cars will still be the most likely choice for
most residents, with implications for GHG emissions.

Poor



Sub-Reg MT-LT Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

The component aims to maintain the existing
O
settlement hierarchy which is likely to reinforce the
existing need to travel to nearby rural service centres
for certain facilities and services. These journeys are
currently travelled by car and in the main this is likely to
continue. The introduction of demand responsive
public transport may reduce the need for travel by
private vehicles to some extent but it is expected that
cars will still be the primary choice for most residents.

Good

Mod



MT-LT Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

O
Local air quality in the area is largely determined by
vehicle emissions. The component aims to maintain
the existing settlement hierarchy which is likely to
reinforce the existing need to travel to nearby rural
service centres for certain facilities and services.
These journeys are currently travelled by car and in the
main this is likely to continue. The introduction of
demand responsive public transport may reduce the
need for travel by private vehicles to some extent but it
is expected that cars will still be the primary choice for
most residents, with negative effects for local air
quality.

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

Extending the role and function of settlements is likely P
to increase demand for water, which may have a
negative effect on local resources. Increased car travel
as a result of population growth may also increase the
risk of polluted run off from roads.

Local

ST-LT

Perm

D-3
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15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

-

-

-

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

ST-MT Temp

Med

++

+

+

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor



Perm

Med

+

+

+

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod



MT-LT Perm

Med

-

--

--

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

Sub-Reg MT-LT Perm

Low

0

+/-

+/-

Med

++

++

++

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Local

?

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

Mod

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

Mod

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

-

Additional development may increase the risk of
P
flooding to properties. Development of Greenfield sites
and some infilling may disrupt the natural water cycle
by increasing hard surfacing.
J
++ Development opportunities are to include the use of
previously developed land and buildings, which is
considered efficient use of land. This should
particularly be the case in the short term when more
sites are available. Some Greenfield sites are to be
developed but only those allocated by the Plan which
should ensure some level of restraint. Windfall sites
may only be developed where they satisfy the defined
criteria, which may limit efficiency of land use in built
up areas.

+

The reuse of previously used land and buildings is
considered efficient use of resources.

The component does not allow the replacement of
G, J
existing dwellings with higher density new
developments, and therefore misses an opportunity to
increase energy efficiency by increasing housing
density.
+/- Further development is likely to result in a net increase H, I, J, K
in waste arisings. However, it may result in reaching a
threshold to implement more effective recycling
collection and processing initiatives.

--

++ The intention is to reinforce the role of the existing
settlements, which should include employment. There
will still be a reliance on existing rural service centres
for employment opportunities but the overall number of
jobs within the Plan Area should increase.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The component should improve the range and level of
services and facilities available to residents and
visitors, whilst still maintaining the features which make
the area attractive. An assessment of existing
infrastructure will be completed before certain
development is granted to ensure it remains of
sufficient quality. Improvements in public transport
should also support the growth of the area.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The component aims to reinforce the existing roles of
the settlements in the Plan Area by developing their
service and facility offer, housing provision and job
creation. This should help to ensure their continued
viability, whilst still ensuring their character and
distinctiveness is not eroded.
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COMPONENT 2: COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT and PHASING
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend
Med

Stable

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT
Poor

Poor

Effects
Mag Scale
Local


Dur

T/P

MT-LT Perm

Cert
Med

Assessment
ST MT LT Sm Commentary
Mitigation
+
++ +++ ++ The provision of sufficient local services and facilities in O

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Poor

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

Poor

High

Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ Adequate provision of health care services should

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

+

++

++

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

+

++

++

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

MT-LT Perm

High

+

++

++

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

line with development should ensure that they are
accessible to local residents. Transportation
infrastructure, including public transport, is also to be
improved in line with increasing demand.
Housing needs are linked to the services and
infrastructure supporting residential areas. This
component should ensure that appropriate
infrastructure is provided for future housing thus
providing greater opportunities for local residents to
find housing that suits their needs.
ensure that primary health care remains available at
current levels even if the population increases as a
result of development. The provision of leisure and
recreational facilities should also benefit physical and
mental health.
If the component includes the increased provision of
policing in line with growth as part of the infrastructure
developments, there may be some benefits to this
objective.
++ Ensuring that services and facilities are provided for
the local community should help to ensure their viability
and cohesiveness and therefore their long-term
sustainability.
++ Development and growth is to be in line with adequate
infrastructure provision, which includes schools. This is
important for the long-term success of local schools,
some of which are currently close to capacity.

+

++ The provision of sufficient local services and facilities in L, M, O
line with development should ensure that they are
accessible to local residents and help ensure an
attractive environment in which to live.

Med

Decl

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT Perm

D-5

Med

-

--

--

--

The provision of increased infrastructure is likely to
A, B, C
have negative effects on local wildlife and habitats as a
result of construction, loss of Brownfield and Greenfield
land and the net increase in movement of people and
traffic which are likely to arise from increased service
provision in the area.
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9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

-

-

-

-

Development of additional infrastructure may increase D
the risk of disturbing unknown archaeological remains.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod



Reg/Nat MT-LT Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

Delivery of road improvements and expansion of the
O
network is likely to result in an overall increase in road
traffic, with implications for GHG emissions. An
increase in provision of public transport may help to
reduce the reliance on private vehicles, with benefits
for reducing GHG emissions but only to a limited
extent. Provision of local services for the new
development should also help to reduce the need to
travel.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Poor

Med

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

Whilst the provision of public transport and local
O
services may help to contain the reliance on private
vehicles, it is likely that improving the road network and
providing additional services within the plan area will
encourage private road traffic to access these services
and facilities.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

The component is expected to result in an overall
increase in road transportation, with disbenefits for air
quality. There may be some benefits by improving
traffic movements in some congested areas of the
network, and providing improvements in line with
population growth to avoid congestion developing.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ The layout of development sites is to be planned to

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Med

+

+

+

+

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils

D-6

Perm

E

O

J
ensure it does not preclude the development of
adjoining land with longer term potential or create
situations that lead to a piecemeal form of
development, which should benefit the objective.
Comprehensive development is inevitably going to
H, I, J
increase the use of primary resources, however it may
be efficient to ensure that the supply of infrastructure is
provided at a level required for existing levels of
demand and not in excess of it.
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18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod



Reg/Nat MT-LT Perm

Low

-

-

-

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT Perm

High

-

--

--

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

+

++

+++

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ The component aims to ensure that infrastructure

++

within the Plan Area remains at an appropriate level in
line with development. This should help to ensure that
the area remains an attractive area in which to live,
work and visit.
++ The viability of towns and villages is likely to be linked
to the services and facilities provided within those
settlements. The component aims to ensure that an
adequate level of infrastructure is provided to facilitate
viable settlements.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT Perm

D-7

Med

+

++

-

Delivery of road improvements should help to ensure
that traffic flows are more efficient in terms of energy.
However, providing additional services and improved
road networks are likely to encourage a growth in
private transportation, with negative effects for energy
efficiency.

G, J

The component does not make any provision for
I, J, K
providing sustainable waste infrastructure in line with
development to ensure that the inevitable increase in
waste is disposed of sustainably.
++ The provision of local services and facilities in line with
demand may enhance local employment opportunities
within these services. The component also links
housing development to the delivery of high quality
business development, which should help to ensure
that there are additional job opportunities to match the
increase in residents at the new residential
developments.

--
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COMPONENT 3: TRANSPORT, ACCESSIBILITY AND PARKING
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend
Stable

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT
Poor

Poor

Effects
Mag Scale
Dur T/P
Cert
 Sub-Reg MT-LT Perm Med

Assessment
ST MT LT Sm Commentary
++ +++ +++ +++ The provision of improved bus services, including

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from Poor
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Med

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Poor

High

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

By encouraging residents to complete local journeys
on bicycle or foot rather than driving, there may be
some associated health benefits.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

++

Mitigation
O

feeder services, and walking and cycling routes should
help to increase accessibility to local services. The
component acknowledges the continued need for
private cars in order to access local service centres by
allowing slightly higher parking standards than those
provided in the Parking SPG.

O

++ Accessibility to local services is important in ensuring
that residents continue living in rural areas. This
component should help to maintain cohesive
communities by improving the viability of living in
potentially isolated locations. This will be increasingly
beneficial with time as bus services are established.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

0

No obvious effects.

++ Any reduction in the growth of vehicle movements by

L, M, N

providing alternative transport modes should help
improve the environment for local people by helping to
reduce the adverse social and health effects of traffic.
Expanding transportation choice provides increased
opportunities to access local amenities.
Med

Decl

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT Temp

D-8

Med

-

++

++

+

The provision of cycle and walking routes and bus
A, B, C
services should benefit local wildlife by reducing car
movements, particularly in the longer term as these
services are established. However, the provision of car
parking may increase some reliance on private
transportation and result in disturbance to wildlife,
particularly in the short term before alternative
transpotation modes are established.
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9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

+

+

+

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+/-

+/-

+/-

+/- A reduction in vehicle movements as a result of this

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod



Reg/Nat MT-LT Temp

Med

-

++

++

+

Improvements in public bus services should encourage O
residents to reduce their reliance on private cars, which
should reduce associated GHG emissions. The
provision of walking and cycling routes should also
help to reduce short, local journeys by car which
contribute to GHG emissions. However, parking
standards are to be higher than the Parking SPG and
therefore are likely to encourage reliance on private
cars, thus reducing the benefits for this objective,
particularly in the short-term when alternative
transportation options are still being developed.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

Decl

Poor

Poor



Sub-Reg MT-LT Temp

Med

-

++

++

+

The component intends to increase the provision of
bus transport in line with the priorities of the Core
Strategy. Walking and cycling routes are also to be
provided, which will connect new developments to the
transport network. However, parking standards are to
be higher than the Parking SPG and therefore are
likely to encourage reliance on private cars, thus
reducing the benefits for this objective, particularly in
the short-term when public transport has not
significantly improved or demonstrated improved
services.

O

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Med

-

++

++

+

Air quality should benefit from improvements in public
bus services by encouraging residents to reduce their
reliance on private cars. The provision of walking and
cycling routes should also help to reduce short, local
journeys by car which can benefit local air quality.
However, parking standards are to be higher than the
Parking SPG and therefore are likely to encourage
reliance on private cars, thus reducing the benefits for
this objective, particularly in the short-term while new
public transport services are being established.

O

D

component may help to maintain the existing character
and settings of historical sites. An increase in provision
of car parking could potentially have a negative effect
on the areas surrounding sites of cultural importance.

?

Good

A reduction in vehicle movements as a result of this
E
component may help to maintain the existing character
and distinctiveness of rural areas by reducing the
potentially negative effects associated with traffic.
Provision of car parking, however, is likely to
encourage a reliance on private vehicles in the short
term, with potential adverse effects on this objective.

Local

MT-LT Temp

D-9
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14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Mod

?

Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+/-

+/-

+/-

+/- A reduction in vehicle movements as a result of

P

providing improved public transport and walking/cycling
routes may benefit water quality by reducing the
potential for polluted run off from roads. However, there
may also be increased areas of impermeable surfacing
by setting a higher limit for car parking in rural areas,
which may cause increased runoff, some of which may
be polluted.
Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

0

+

+

+

Energy efficiency should be improved within the
N
transportation sector by providing improved public
transport services, which are in themselves more
efficient in terms of fuel consumption than private cars.
These benefits are likely to materialise in the longer
term once services are established.

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Transportation infrastructure should benefit from this
component by increasing the range of transport options
for residents. This in turn should make the area more
attractive to residents, visitors and investors.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ The vitality of towns and villages relies on their

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

connectivity to local services. This component should
help to improve this aspect.
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COMPONENT 4: FLOOD RISK
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT

Effects
Mag Scale

Dur

T/P

Cert

Assessment
ST MT LT
0
0
0

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

Poor

High

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

Commentary

Sm
0

No obvious effects.

0

No obvious effects.

++ Mental well-being is likely to benefit from improved

Mitigation

P

flood protection and the reduction in flood risk; living
with the continued threat of flooding can be stressful.
Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential
amenity
8 To
protect and
enhance biodiversity, wildlife

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Reducing the risk of flooding should make the area a
more pleasant environment in which to live and work.

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ Reducing the incidences of flooding should benefit

habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

local biodiversity. Restricting development on flood
plains may also benefit those species and habitats
located on this land.
The component should reduce the occurrences of
flooding, which in turn should help to maintain the
existing quality and character of the local area by
reducing damage caused by flood events. The
proposed flood protection measures are less likely to
reduce the quality of the area than larger, hard
defences.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

Reducing the occurrence of flooding should help to
ensure that sites of cultural importance are not
damaged by flood events.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

Decl

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.
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13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

-

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

Poor

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

Sub-Reg MT-LT

Local

Perm

High

++

0
0
0 No obvious effects.
+++ +++ +++ By encouraging SUDS and measures to attenuate or

P

decrease surface runoff, the component should help
reduce the effects of development on the natural water
cycle and reduce the risk of pollution from surface
runoff. Reducing the occurrence of flood events also
reduces water pollution caused by receding flood
waters.
High

Decl

Poor

Poor



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

High

++

+++ +++ +++ The component directly aims to reduce the occurrence P
of flooding and the damage it causes to property by
restricting development within flood risk areas and
encouraging flood protection.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To
protect and enhance the vitality and viability

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ The protection of existing developments, and
encouraging measures that protect future
developments, should make the area more attractive to
existing and potential residents as well as investors.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

of town centres and market towns
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Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Reducing the likelihood of flooding should help to
protect the viability of towns and villages which are
currently at risk from flooding.
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COMPONENT 5: HOUSING – DENSITY AND MIX
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT

Effects
Mag Scale
Local


Dur

T/P

Cert

Assessment
ST MT LT
+
+
+

Sm
+

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Poor

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

Poor

High

Stable

Poor

Poor



3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Housing is to be developed in such a way that
sufficient local services and infrastructure are available
to support the increase in residents.

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Housing is to be developed at a net density consistent
with surrounding development density and local
character. The component does not, however, refer to
the need to ensure housing is built in a similar style or
venacular to the surrounding houses, which may result
in inconsistent housing types within a character setting.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

ST-LT

Perm

Low

Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

Commentary

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Mitigation

The component aims to develop housing density
consistent with public transport accessibility, which
should help to ensure that good accessibility to
services is achieved.
The aim is to deliver a range of housing types
dependent on local need. This will include the provision
of affordable housing, although the proportion is not
stipulated in this component thus reducing the benefit
to this objective.
The provision of adequate housing of a type which is
required by local residents should help to maintain or
improve overall levels of general well-being. The
provision of wheelchair accessible homes should help
to improve living conditions for those who need these
types of homes, with benefits for their health.
No obvious effects.

++ Ensuring that local demand for housing is met should
help to encourage local residents to continue living in
the area, and help to build community cohesion by
retaining the existing population, while providing homes
for new residents as well. The aim of the component is
to develop inclusive communities.

K, L, M

E
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10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod



12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Poor

Med

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Good

Med

Stable

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Poor

Low

Poor

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

Mod

Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

-

-

-

-

Additional development may increase the risk of
disturbing unknown archaeological remains.

Reg/Nat ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

D
Ensuring public transport provision is consistent with
net housing density may help to ensure that some
residents are still able to use public transport rather
than private vehicles, which may help to reduce GHG
emissions from transport.
J
Ensuring public transport provision is consistent with
net housing density may help to ensure that residents
still have access to public transportation and thus
avoids an increase in reliance on private
transportation.
O
Ensuring public transport provision is consistent with
net housing density may help to ensure that residents
are still able to use public transport rather than private
vehicles, with some benefits for local air quality. But
this will depend on the existing level of public transport.
O
No obvious effects.

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

Land efficiency will depend on the density of housing
and the size of dwellings. The component supports the
need to provide a greater number of smaller dwellings,
which is likely to result in lower land efficiency.

Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

The provision of smaller dwellings is likely to consume
more primary resources than larger units.

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

Domestic energy efficiency is linked to housing density
and house sizes. The component supports the need to
provide a greater number of smaller units, which are
generally less energy efficient than larger homes with
higher occupancies.

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

J

H, I, J, K
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G, J
An increase in dwellings is expected to increase overall
waste arisings.
J
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20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

-

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The provision of appropriate housing should help to
ensure that the area remains attractive to residents
and therefore investors. The provision of a range of
housing in terms of cost and form, should suit the
needs of incoming employees and therefore benefit
economic growth.



Reg/Nat ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ Providing housing based on local needs should help to
ensure the vitality of towns and villages by retaining
existing residents and providing housing for future
residents.
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COMPONENT 6: SETTLEMENT CHARACTER
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from Poor
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
Poor
their housing needs

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT

Effects
Mag Scale

Dur

T/P

Cert

Assessment
ST MT LT
0
0
0

Sm
0

Commentary

Med

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

High

Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Retaining the existing character of certain settlements
may contribute to developing a sense of belonging.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

++

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

++

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod

-

Reg/Nat ST-LT

Perm

High

0

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

Decl

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Mitigation

No obvious effects.

The criteria included in this policy may have the effect
of constraining the provision of necessary housing in
certain settlements thus reducing housing
opportunities.
++ General well- being may benefit from the retention of
open spaces and spaces of cultural importance within
towns and villages.

-

++ The protection of historic buildings and open spaces
should help to ensure that the environments within
towns and villages are enhanced by these features.

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ By retaining open spaces within towns and villages,

A, B, C

local species and their habitats may benefit from the
retention of green corridors and green space.

Good

D-16

+++ +++ +++ The component aims to avoid development which

E
adversely affects open land of particular significance to
the form and character of a town or village. This should
help to protect the quality and character of local
settlements.
D
+++ +++ +++ The setting of culturally important buildings and
townscapes are to be retained by ensuring that open
spaces are not removed where they add value to the
settings.
0
0
0 No obvious effects.
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14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Med

Mod

Mod

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The retention of open green spaces may benefit water P
resources by protecting natural soak aways which help
to maintain the natural water cycle.

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The retention of open green spaces may help to
P
maintain existing flood protection levels by maintaining
areas of natural soak away which can reduce the
likelihood of flooding following heavy rains.

Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

-



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

In order to maintain existing local character, the
component may result in reducing the density of some
development thus underusing some plots.
If the component results in lower density
developments, then it is likely that the development will
be less efficient in terms of resource consumption.

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Stable

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

By maintaining the existing character of towns, and
particularly their historical and cultural assets, the
component should help to ensure the towns and
villages remain attractive to visitors.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

By retaining the existing character and distinctiveness
of settlements, the component should help to ensure
that they remain attractive to residents and visitors thus
contributing to their viability.
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COMPONENT 7: BIODIVERSITY, GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AND OPEN SPACES
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT

Effects
Mag Scale
Local


ST-LT

Perm

Med

Dur

T/P

Cert

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from Poor
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Med

Stable

Poor

Poor

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas

Poor

High

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Assessment
ST MT LT
+
+
+

0

0

0

Sm
+

0

Commentary

Mitigation

Improving connectivity by cycle and foot in conjunction O
with new development may help to enhance
accessibility for local people. Accessibility to local
green spaces and recreational facilities should also be
increased by this component.
No obvious effects.

+++ +++ +++ +++ Improving access to green spaces should have some
benefits for general well being and health as they
provide areas for recreation. The component also aims
for sport and recreation facilities to be provided on all
new housing developments, which should encourage
physically activity for all ages.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

0

No obvious effects.

++ The provision of local open spaces and recreation
facilities may foster community integration and
interaction, with benefits for social cohesion.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

High

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Perm

Med

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Local

ST-LT

Criteria for new residential and employment
developments includes the provision of space for
nature conservation and green education.
+
++ ++ ++ The retention of open spaces and provision of new
recreation facilities should help to ensure that the plan
maintains and creates healthy and pleasant
environments for its residents.
A, B, C
+++ +++ +++ +++ The component will create three new Local Nature
Reserves as well as ensure new development does not
negatively affect existing sites of local conservation
and natural interest. The retention and creation of open
spaces should also benefit local biodiversity and
habitat by creating green corridors for the migration
and dispersal of wildlife.

+

+

+

+

++

++

++

++ The character and distinctiveness of local settlements A, E
should be maintained by ensuring that open spaces
and green infrastructure are maintained or enhanced.

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT
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Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The retention of open spaces and green areas may
protect and enhance the settings of significant features
and sites.
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Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod



12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Med

Stable

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Reg/Nat MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Residential and employment developments are to
improve connectivity through the provision of foot and
cycle routes. This may help to reduce the reliance on
private cars for short journeys, with benefits for
reducing GHG emissions associated with local traffic.

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Residential and employment developments are to
improve connectivity through the provision of foot and
cycle routes. This may help to reduce the reliance on
private cars for short journeys.
Residential and employment developments are to
improve connectivity through the provision of foot and
cycle routes. This may help to reduce the reliance on
private cars for short journeys, with some benefits for
local air quality.

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The maintenance and enhancement of open green
spaces and natural areas may benefit water resources
by protecting natural soak aways which help to
maintain the natural water cycle.

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The maintenance and enhancement of open green
spaces and natural areas may help to maintain existing
flood protection levels by maintaining areas of natural
soak away which can reduce the likelihood of flooding
following heavy rains.

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The retention of open spaces, and the provision of new
recreational facilities may help to maintain the local
qualities of the area thus attracting new residents and
visitors.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The vitality of towns and villages may benefit from the
retention of open spaces, and the provision of new
recreational facilities. This may in turn help to attract
residents and visitors to the area and protect the
viability of local settlements.
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COMPONENT 8: WIND FARMS
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas
2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT

Effects
Mag Scale

Dur

T/P

Cert

Assessment
ST MT LT
0
0
0

Sm
0

Commentary

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

Poor

High

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Restrictions on the siting of wind farms may have
benefits for general well-being by reducing their effect
on surrounding areas.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod



12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Poor

Med

Decl

Poor

Poor

-

Local

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

-

Mitigation

No obvious effects.

++ The component aims to ensure that wind farms do not A
reduce the tranquillity of the area and therefore
maintain the existing quality of the natural and built
environments.
++ The component aims to ensure that the siting of wind
farms does not result in major loss of biodiversity or
landscape character.

++ The purpose of the component is to reduce the

A, B

A, E

possibility that wind farms may have a negative effect
on the relationship between villages and their
landscape setting, thus maintaining local
distinctiveness.
Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The component may protect the settings of some
important sites by ensuring they do not change the
surrounding landscape character.

Reg/Nat ST-LT

Perm

Low

-

--

--

--

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

The component restricts the development of wind
farms and therefore reduces the plan's potential to
encourage renewable energy and hence reduction in
GHG emissions.
No obvious effects.

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.
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15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

-

-

-

-

By constraining the siting of wind farm developments,
the component could result in potential wind farm sites
being left unused, thus reducing efficiency in land use.

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Low

-

--

--

--

By restricting the siting of wind farms, some productive
soils may be safeguarded from this type of
development.
This component does not specify minimum
requirements for non-renewable sources of energy for
new developments. It does provide criteria against
which wind farms will be assessed before granting
planning permission, which may restrict wind farm
development in certain locations.

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The component aims to ensure that the siting of wind
farms does not reduce the vitality of towns or villages
by negatively affecting their character or settings.
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COMPONENT 9: AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT

Effects
Mag Scale
Local


1 To improve accessibility and transport links from Poor
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Med

Stable

Poor

Poor

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

Poor

High

Stable

Poor

Poor



3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Dur

T/P

Cert

ST-LT

Perm

Med

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

Assessment
ST MT LT
+
+
+

+++ +++ +++

++

++

++

Sm
+

Commentary

Mitigation

The Rural Exceptions Housing Policy aims to ensure
that affordable housing provision in rural areas is
supported by local services appropriate to the form of
housing provided.
+++ The component defines affordable housing thresholds
for three size ranges of development site, based on
number of dwellings. These are lower, and therefore
will provide more affordable housing, than
recommended in PPS3. The component sets the
proportion of affordable housing at 40%, which is in
line with the targets set in the Core Spatial Strategy.

++ By providing affordable housing, some residents may
benefit from better living conditions and improve their
quality of life if they are able to afford their own home.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

0

No obvious effects.

++ Providing local affordable housing should help to retain
local residents and attract new residents, which may
benefit social cohesion by ensuring the community is
viable and retains its population.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

++ The Rural Exceptions Housing Policy aims to ensure
that affordable housing provision in rural areas
minimises its negative affect on the adjoining
countryside and is appropriate to its surroundings.
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12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

Decl

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

-

Local

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

Poor

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The provision of affordable housing should help to
attract key workers within the local economy, which will
be important in order to encourage development and
growth within the Plan area.

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The vitality of town centres and market towns will be

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Local

ST-LT

dependent on having a viable population. This
component should ensure that local people can afford
to buy houses in the vicinity as well as attract new
residents to the area.
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COMPONENT 10: EMPLOYMENT
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend

Poor

Poor

Effects
Mag Scale
Dur T/P
Cert
Sub-Reg ST-LT Perm Med


Assessment
ST MT LT Sm Commentary
++ ++ ++ ++ Given the isolated situation of open countryside

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from Poor
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Med

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime

Poor

High

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

By ensuring that local residents have access to jobs,
the component may help to improve overall levels of
affluence and therefore general health and well being.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Stable

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT

Mitigation

employment sites the component restricts their
conversion to other land use types, thus illustrating an
aim to maintain accessibility of development sites.
Existing employment sites are to be safeguarded, the
majority of which are located within or closely related to
existing settlements or urban areas, which helps to
ensure that employment areas are accessible to local
residents.

The provision of employment as a result of this
component may help to reduce crime by providing local
residents with local jobs.
++ The provision of employment as a result of this
component should help to retain the local population,
which would benefit community cohesion.

+

++ Safeguarding employment sites should help to create
job opportunities, within which there may be
opportunities for work related training and education.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

By retaining existing employment sites, the component A, B, C
may help to protect areas of greated ecological
importance. The component may also help to avoid
any negative effects on the natural habitats by
ensuring that existing sites are used to their full
potential rather than allocating new sites.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

By retaining existing employment sites, the component E
may help to protect the existing character of the built
environments. The component may also help to avoid
any negative effects on the natural environment by
ensuring that existing sites are used to their full
potential rather than allocating new sites.
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10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

Decl

Poor

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk
16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Mod

Med

Poor
Good

Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

By retaining existing employment sites, the component D
may help to protect areas of known archaeological
importance elsewhere.



Reg/Nat MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

G, J
There may be some benefits to reducing GHG
emissions by ensuring that employment sites which are
closely related to existing settlements are safeguarded
thus reducing the distance some local residents will
travel by vehicle to access jobs.

Poor



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

By safeguarding locally accessible employment sites,
the component may help to reduce the need to travel
by private vehicle. Mixed use development sites,
particularly office sites, may also create demand for
regular bus services which could help to encourage a
modal shift.

Good

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Impr

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

Local air quality may benefit from reducing the need to A
travel long distances to access employment by
safeguarding and developing local employment sites
which are accessible by sustainable modes from
existing settlements.
No obvious effects.
P

High

Decl

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

No obvious effects.

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

++

+++ +++ +++ The components allows for employment sites to be

P
J

changed to alternative uses if it can be demonstrated
that it is not realistic to redevelop the site for its current
employment use or is unsuitable for such land use.
This is viewed as efficient land use allocation as it
ensures the land will be used for its most appropriate
purpose.
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The reuse of sites to ensure they are occupied is
considered beneficial for making efficienct use of
existing resources thus reducing the need to develop
on productive soils, or build new sites which would be
more resource intensive.

H, I, J, K

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

G, J

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Temp

Med

+

+

0

+

If the component results in a modal shift to more
sustainable transportation, then there may be some
benefits for reducing energy efficiency.
The reuse of existing sites is likely to result in less
construction waste than developing new sites
elsewhere.

D-25

I, J, K

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

Mod

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors
22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

++

+++ +++ +++ The component safeguards existing employment land,
maintains that any change of use must provide
significant employment and intends to utilise converted
sites for mixed employment sites as they become
available. These approaches should help to ensure the
creation of a diverse range of employment
opportunities.

Mod

Med

Med

Stable

Stable

Mod

Mod

Mod

Mod





Sub-Reg MT-LT

Sub-Reg MT-LT
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Perm

Perm

Med

Med

++

+++ +++ +++ The safeguarding of local employment sites and

++

therefore local jobs is essential for ensuring that the
local area remains attractive to residents and investors.
The component should directly benefit opportunities for
wealth creation.
+++ +++ +++ The viability and vitality of existing settlements is
closely related to the availability of local jobs for local
residents. This component aims to safeguard locally
accessible employment sites and therefore provide
jobs for local people.
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COMPONENT 11: TOWN CENTRES AND RETAIL
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend
Stable

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT
Poor

Poor

Effects
Mag Scale
Dur T/P
Cert
 Sub-Reg ST-LT Perm Med

Assessment
ST MT LT Sm Commentary
Mitigation
++ ++ ++ ++ By retaining retail services in the existing town centres,

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from Poor
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Med

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

Poor

High

Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas
4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ Existing communities should benefit from the retention

the component should help to ensure these services
remain accessible to local residents. This approach
may also encourage new services to be created within
existing areas, further benefiting this objective.
Some additional housing may be created as a result of
the Plan considering favourably the use of spaces
above shops for residential units.
Maintaining the vitality and vibrancy of town centres by
providing required retail services may benefit overall
levels of social well-being amongst the existing
population.
Continual investment and appropriate development of
the town centre should help to avoid any increase in
crime. There may also be some benefits to community
policing by increasing the footfall in central areas thus
increasing levels of potential vigilance.

of retail services and the component should help to
build cohesive communities by providing services
which encourage residents to remain living in these
areas as well as attract future residents.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

There may be some opportunities for work related
training and education by retaining retail units, and
therefore jobs, within local towns.
The retention of retail services should help to create
L, M
vibrant town centres in which it is pleasant to live and
work. Some additional community services and
facilities may also be provided as a result of the plan
favouring the use of space above retail units for leisure
and community facilities.
No obvious effects.

++ The character of some towns, particularly the larger
local service centres, will depend on retaining existing
services and developing new services for the
surrounding area. This component should help to
ensure that the role of these local service centres is
maintained.
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10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

Decl

Poor

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

Mod

Med

Poor

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Local

ST-LT

Temp

Low

+

+

+/-

+

Containing this development within town centres is
likely to reduce, in the short term, the likeliness of
disturbing unknown archaeological sites elsewhere.
Depending on the nature of development it could have
either positive or negative effects on the setting of
historical buildings within the town centre in the longer
term.



Reg/Nat MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Emissions of GHG from transportation may be reduced
by ensuring that local services are provided to
residents and therefore reducing their need to travel
further distances by motorised vehicles to access
those services. However, there are also likely to be
some new visitors to the town centres who are
attracted to the improved provision, and therefore
begin travelling greater distances by car to access the
services.

Poor



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Providing local retail services should help to reduce the
need for residents to travel further distances by car to
access those services. This may result in an overall net
decrease in car journeys, although the town centres
may begin to attract visitors from further afield, many of
whom may travel by car.

Good

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Impr

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

0

A slight benefit to local air quality may be achieved by
reducing the need to travel by motorised vehicle to
access retail services, which may be necessary if
these service were not retained in town centres within
the Plan Area.
No obvious effects.

High

Decl

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

-

--

--

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0
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P

Increasing the economic productivity and footfall within P
town centres could increase the potential risk of
damage caused by flooding. Some of the town centres
are already at risk from flooding.
++ The component should result in improving the offer of J
existing town centres thus making them more
economically productive, which can be considered
efficient use of land.
J
+ Improving the economic productivity of existing built
environments should help to avoid the need to
construct alternative service centres, which is an
efficient use of the existing infrastructure and the
resources used to create it.

--

0

No obvious effects.

J
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19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting
20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

++

++

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Local

MT-LT

Perm

High

++

++

Perm

High

++

++

0

0

No obvious effects.

+++ +++ The retention of retail services in existing town centres
within the Plan Area should help to retain and create
local employment opportunities.
+++ +++ Local retail provides opportunities for job creation and
therefore wealth creation for local residents. The
protection of these land uses within the defined
shopping frontage should help to ensure that investors
are attracted to the area. The continued provision of
retail services should also serve to attract visitors to
the local town centres.

+++ +++ By safeguarding units within the defined shopping
frontage, the component aims to ensure that the
vibrancy and vitality of town centres is maintained. The
component also favours the use of space above shops
for employment, housing, leisure and community
services, which may further benefit local vibrancy.
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COMPONENT 12: TOURISM
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend
Med

Stable

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT
Poor

Poor

Effects
Mag Scale
Dur T/P
Cert
Sub-Reg ST-LT Perm High


Assessment
ST MT LT Sm Commentary
++ ++ ++ ++ The component should result in an increase in

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Poor

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs
3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas

Poor

High

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

Mitigation
O

recreational facilities and services for local residents to
enjoy. These are intended to be located close to
existing service centres so should be easily accessible
to some residents. Some cycling and walking routes
are also proposed, further benefiting this objective.

0

No obvious effects.

++ Additional recreational facilities should be provided,
which may benefit general health and well-being
amongst those who benefit from these facilities.
Additional walking and cycling routes may also
encourage some residents to exercise more regularly,
with benefits for physical, mental and social well-being.

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

-

-

-

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

An increase in visitor numbers, most of whom are
expected to travel by car, may increase the opportunity
for vehicle crime, particularly for rural car parks where
visitors leave their cars to access the natural
environment.
++ The component should help to add value to the local
economy and therefore encourage residents to remain
in the area, which should help to foster community
cohesion. By creating local attractions, the component
may also help to nurture a sense of space and
belonging amongst residents.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Low

+

++

++

++ Some outdoor facilities may provide opportunities for

-

learning about the natural environment and provide
learning opportunities within the recreational activities
that may result from the additional facilities. The
component may create new jobs and therefore work
related training and education.
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity
8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

Reg/Nat MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

D-30

The creation of new facilities within the natural
environment should create opportunities for local
residents to enjoy their surroundings and appreciate
the environment in which they live.
There may be some negative effects on wildlife and
habitats by increasing the movement of people along
the River Nene and Lilford Park. In addition, an
increase in river based traffic could potentially
adversely impact habitats and disturb local wildlife.

A, B, C
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9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Low

-

-

-

-

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

+

+

+

+

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod



Reg/Nat MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

The provision of additional tourism facilities may
encourage more visitors to the area, who are likely to
travel predominately by car thus increasing
greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles. There may
be some benefit to this objective by locating the
facilities close to existing service centres thereby
reducing the need to travel from these centres to
additional attractions elsewhere.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Poor

Med

Decl

Poor

Poor



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

Reliance on car travel is already high and it is likely
P
that these facilities will be predominately accessed by
vehicle. The proposal to create accessibility for cyclists
and pedestrians along the River Nene is unlikely to
reduce vehicle journeys as visitors from further a field
are likely to drive to the start of their route rather than
avoid travelling by car completely.

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



MT-LT

Perm

Low

-

-

-

-

Local air quality may be negatively affected in certain O
areas by an increase in car trip generation from visitors
using the additional facilities within the Plan Area.

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

By encouraging water based tourism in the form of
hiring and maintaining boats along the River Nene,
there may be an increase in the risk of water pollution
from increased use and water traffic. An increase in
local road traffic is also likely to result in increased
pollutants in surface runoff.

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Poor



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

High

-

--

--

--

Encouraging development along the River Nene may P
increase the extent of services and buildings which are
at risk of flooding. By redeveloping the disused
Riverside Hotel, the component may result in
increasing the risk to property from river flooding.

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Perm

Med

+

++

+++

Local

Local

MT-LT

The development of additional tourism facilities may
help to enhance the distinctiveness of the built
environment but does have the potential to reduce the
quality of the natural environment.
Increasing tourism may have the indirect effect of
increasing investment in the protection and
enhancement of historical and archaeological sites.

++ The policies contained within this component have
identified the disused site of the Riverside Hotel as
having potential for redevelopment and suggest that
the marina could also be redeveloped if the current
occupier vacates the site. This approach is considered
to be an efficient use of land and preferable to
developing currently unused sites.
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17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor



Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod



19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



Local

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

Mod

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Mod

Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

ST-LT

Perm

Low

-

-

-

-

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

The component provides for some reuse of existing
buildings, which helps minimises use of primary
resources.
The provision of additional tourism facilities may
encourage more visitors to the area, who are likely to
travel predominately by car thus reducing energy
efficiency associated with transportation.
An increase in tourism and visitors to the area may
result in some increase in waste generation.

+++ +++ +++ By supporting local tourism ventures, the component
should help to create jobs within this sector.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

High

++

+++ +++ +++ The component aims to develop a vibrant local
economic base by building on the area's existing
attractions, namely the green infrastructure, to attract
visitors. Additional sites have also been identified as
having potential for developers and investors. The
component acknowledges that additional transport
infrastructure will also be necessary, which should
further benefit this objective.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The intention is to encourage tourism related
developments close to existing service centres. The
additional services and the visitors they attract should
help to enhance the vitality and vibrancy of local towns,
particularly if this then stimulates further economic
development.
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COMPONENT 13: OUNDLE - STRATEGY AND ALLOCATIONS
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend

Poor

Poor

Effects
Mag Scale
Local


Dur
ST-LT

T/P
Perm

Cert
Med

Assessment
ST MT LT Sm Commentary
++ ++ ++ ++ The necessary transportation accessibility is to be

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from Poor
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Med

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

Poor

High

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Low

0

+

+

+

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The proposed residential, employment and

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good

Stable

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT

assessed and improved accordingly prior to new
development within the town. Residential and
employment developments are to be located within the
town, which will help to ensure that they are within easy
reach of each other and services provided by Oundle.
Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

++

++

++

++ New housing development is to be located within
Oundle: two main sites are identified in the Plan to
provide for this development.
General standards of health and well-being may benefit
from the provision of open space and new services and
facilities which are to be provided in line with new
development as a result of this component. Improved
services to be provided at Fletton House based on the
2007 Oundle Healthcheck report should benefit local
residents.
Continual investment and appropriate development of
the town centre should help to avoid any increase in
crime. There may also be some benefits to community
policing by increasing the footfall in central areas thus
increasing levels of potential vigilance.

infrastructure development within Oundle should help
to ensure that the town remains viable and popular with
residents. The component also seeks to ensure that
new community facilities are provided in line with
development and existing facilities at Fletton House
are retained. This should help to retain the population
and attract new residents thus creating a sense of
belonging and a cohesive community.
Med

Stable

Mod

Poor



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ The component acknowledges that available capacity
within schools in Oundle is limited. Therefore, the
component aims to ensure that any increase in
development and population is met with increased
educational provision, which will involve extending
Prince William School. There may also be training
opportunities as a result of employment creation.
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Med

Stable

Good

Mod



7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

Good

Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The component intends for development to be limited

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod



12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

+

++

++

++ The component aims to ensure that on-site open space L, M
and linkages to other green infrastructure will be
delivered in line with new development. This should
help to create an environment in which it is pleasant to
live, relax and work.
Development is likely to have some negative effects on A, B, C
local wildlife and habitats, particularly as Greenfield
sites at Creed Road are released for development in
the longer term. The component does require master
planning to take into consideration the importance of
retaining important boundary and protected trees and
hedges, which should help to reduce the negative
effects on biodiversity to some extent.

E

in accordance with Oundle's special character and
sensitive setting, which should benefit this objective.

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ Master plans for the developments at Ashton Road and D
Creed Road are required to ensure on-site features of
importance, including Herne Lodge, and protected
trees are retained.
It is likely that GHG emissions associated with
J, O
transportation may increase as a result of increasing
residential, employment and service provision within
Oundle thus attracting more residents and visitors who
are most likely to drive in order to access services. An
increase in housing and employment development is
likely to result in a net gain in GHG emissions.

Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

Whilst locating future development within existing
O
service centres should help to concentrate services,
housing and employment in one area and therefore
reduce the need to travel, the overall increase in
population and services is likely to result in a net
increase in private vehicle movements from visitors,
commuters and residents. The component also makes
provision for increasing car parking within the town
centre, which is likely to further encourage the use of
cars to access the town.

MT-LT

Perm

Low

-

-

-

-

Local air quality may be negatively affected by an
overall increase in private vehicle movements as a
result of new development within Oundle. The
component acknowledges the need to ensure that the
local road network can accommodate growth which
should help to reduce any associated congestion,
which can have negative effects on local air quality.

Reg/Nat MT-LT
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14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Low

-

-

--

--

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ The allocated sites for employment and housing (East P

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Good

Development is likely to increase the demand for
treated water, which could have a negative effect on
local water resources especially as the population
increases with time. The Plan does acknowledge that
the surface water drainage system within Oundle will
need to be upgraded in order to cope with new
development, which is beneficial for this objective.

P

Road, Ashton Road and Creed Road) are not currently
at risk from flooding. Therefore this component helps to
reduce the effects of flooding by locating development
away from areas of flood risk. However, an increase in
hard surfacing as a result of new development may
increase the likelihood of flooding and have a negative
effect on this objective.
Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

ST-MT Temp

Med

++

++

+

++ The policies contained within this component identify

J, N

primary development sites as those which are already
within the built up area of the town in preference to
Greenfield sites which would extend the built up area,
and will be used only in the longer term. The reuse and
change of use of certain buildings and sites is also
regarded as efficient use of land.
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor

-

Local

ST-LT

Perm

High

0

+

+

+

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

?

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Temp

Med

-

+

++

+
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The component includes policies which aim to re-use J, H, I, N
and make more purposeful certain buildings (such as
Fletton House and perhaps Milton Road primary
school), which can be viewed as being efficient use of
resources.
The component is likely to encourage more visitors and G, J
residents to the area, who are likely to travel
predominately by car thus reducing energy efficiency
associated with transportation. There are some
opportunities within new development to incorporate
energy efficiency technologies and measures.
The proposed developments are likely to increase the H, I, J, K
population and economic activity of the town, which are
likely to result in an increase in overall waste
production. However, growth may make it more
feasible to establish recycling initiatives and facilities,
thus benefiting this objective in the longer term.
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20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

Mod

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

Mod

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ The intention is for Oundle to be developed in such a
way that it provides employment opportunities which
are accessible for the rural north of the District.
However, there are limited sites within Oundle which
are suitable for employment development, which may
limit the success in benefiting this objective.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

+++

++ The component aims to ensure that the town's
infrastructure is developed in line with economic and
residential development. This should help to ensure
that the town remains attractive to investors looking for
an area which is economically sustainable and is
attractive to residents, tourists, employees and visiting
shoppers.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

+++

++ The aim of the component is to ensure Oundle remains
a viable town centre which offers services and
employment to the surrounding rural areas in the North
of the District. The proposed development should help
to enhance the quality of the town's service offer and
therefore contribute to its vibrancy and viability.
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COMPONENT 14: THRAPSTON - STRATEGY AND ALLOCATIONS
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend

Poor

Poor

Effects
Mag Scale
Local


Dur
MT-LT

T/P
Perm

Cert
Med

Assessment
ST MT LT Sm Commentary
+
++ ++ ++ The component aims to ensure that employment land

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from Poor
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Med

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

Poor

High

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Low

0

+

++

+

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ The provision of new housing, employment

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good

Stable

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT

will be in locations which are accessible by road and
close to existing built up areas. The new
neighbourhood at Huntingdon Road is to consist of a
mix of uses in order to ensure local services are
provided close to housing developments. Some
provision is made to create new pedestrian links
between new mixed use sites and the High Street.
Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The component is to deliver the remaining requirement
for housing in Thrapston as set out in the Core
Strategy. This will include a new neighbourhood with a
mix of land use types.
General standards of health and well-being may benefit
from the provision of improved civic space and new
services and facilities which are to be provided in line
with new development as a result of this component. A
new medical centre is to be provided within the new
neighbourhood at Huntingdon Road to ensure that
adequate health care provision is available to existing
and new residents as the town develops.
Continual investment and appropriate development of
the town centre should help to avoid any increase in
crime. There may also be some benefits to community
policing by increasing the footfall in central areas thus
increasing levels of potential vigilance.

opportunities additional local services, improved built
environments and civic space and infrastructure should
all help to nurture a sense of belonging and encourage
local residents to remain in the area and invest socially
in the community.
Med

Stable

Mod

Poor



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ Land is to be safeguarded for a new secondary school
at Springfield Farm which should help to accommodate
the needs of an expanding town. The delivery of
housing will be phased in line with the projected
availability of school places helping to ensure adequate
education provision for residents. There may also be
training opportunities as a result of employment
creation.
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Med

Stable

Good

Mod



7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

Good

Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

Med

Decl

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

--

--

--

--

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ Development of Thrapston has the potential to alter the E

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

+

++

++

++ The component aims to enhance the town centre

L, M

through redevelopment and create new housing,
employment, civic spaces and community services in
line with development. These measures should help to
improve the general quality of life for residents.
Biodiversity may be affected by development on
A, B, C
Greenfield and brownfield sites. The component does
include recommendations for a master plan for the new
community at Huntingdon Road to ensure that areas of
biodiversity interest are not negatively affected which
may help to reduce any adverse effects. The
associated increase in traffic may also cause
disturbance to local wildlife.

existing character and quality of the built and natural
environment. However, the component includes
safeguards aimed at ensuring town centre
redevelopment in particular contributes to improving
the visual appearance of public areas, creates
gateways to the town centre and creates a new civic
space that enhances the settings of important
buildings. Reducing vehicular access to the High Street
may also improve the quality of this built environment.
Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The setting of Conservation Areas, St James's Church D
and certain Listed Buildings are to be enhanced with
appropriate town centre redevelopment. The
component also requires a master plan to be prepared
for the new neighbourhood at Huntingdon Road to
ensure it does not negatively affect areas of
archaeological or geographical interest.

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod



Reg/Nat ST-LT

Perm

High

--

---

---

--- By reinforcing the role of Thrapston as a local service
centre it is likely that the component will result in more
traffic associated with increased numbers of residents,
commuters and visitors. This is likely to significantly
increase GHG emissions associated with
transportation as well as emissions associated with
energy consumption in homes and employment
buildings.
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Decl

Poor

Poor



12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

Sub-Reg ST-LT

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

Perm

High

--

---

---

--- The component does not include provision for

O

improvement to public transport systems connecting
new or existing developments, which is likely to result
in a continued reliance on private vehicles. In addition,
a number of new town centre car parking spaces are to
be created as well as improvements to the road
network to ensure accessibility by private car. Some
pedestrian links are planned but these are unlikely to
offset the increase in traffic as a result of the town's
growth.
Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

-

--

--

--

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

--

--

---

---

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

ST-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

+

++

Local air quality may be negatively affected by an
O
increase in traffic which is expected as a result of
increased service offer, residential areas and
employment opportunities.
Increasing the extent of residential and employment
P
land use is likely to increase water consumption which
may negatively affect local water resources. An
increase in hard surfacing and traffic as a result of new
development may also increase the risk of pollution
from surface run off.
The component helps to avoid additional risk by
P
allocating land for development which is not within the
high flood risk area. However, an increase in hard
surfacing as a result of new development may increase
the likelihood of flooding and have a negative effect on
this objective.

++ The component intends to maximise the use of existing J, N
employment areas, provide 400 new houses on
brownfield land and redevelop sites which become
vacant following the relocation of current land uses. All
these approaches help to make efficient use of land.

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor

?

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

+/-

+/-

+/-

+/- Reusing existing sites is considered efficient use of
primary resources as it reuses the existing
infrastructure and reduces the need to use primary
materials in developing the land. It also reduces the
need to locate on productive soils elsewhere. However,
new development will inevitably consume primary
resources, which is not necessary going to be efficient
unless sustainable construction techniques are
encouraged.
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18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod



19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

Mod

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Mod

Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

The component is likely to encourage more visitors and G, J
residents to the area, who are likely to travel
predominately by car thus reducing energy efficiency
associated with transportation. There are some
opportunities within new development to incorporate
energy efficiency technologies and measures.

?

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Temp

Med

-

+

++

+

The proposed developments are likely to increase the H, I, J, K
population and economic activity of the town, which are
likely to result in an increase in overall waste
production. However, growth may make it more
feasible to establish recycling initiatives and facilities,
thus benefiting this objective in the longer term.



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

High

++

++

++

++ Existing employment areas are to be safeguarded as
well as making better use of under utilised land and
assisting in retaining businesses within the local area,
all of which should help to ensure a variety of
employment opportunities.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

+++

++ The component aims to ensure that employment sites
are well utilised and that businesses needing to
expand are able to do so within Thrapston. Additional
infrastructure is to be provided in line with new
development to ensure that the area can support
growth. Employment opportunities and improved retail
offer are to be provided. All of the above should help to
benefit this objective.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

+++

++ The aim of the component is to ensure Thrapston
remains a viable town centre which offers services and
employment to the surrounding rural areas. The
proposed development should help to enhance the
quality of the town's service offer and therefore protect
its vibrancy and viability. The plans to redevelop the
town centre should further help to create a vibrant and
popular area for residents and visitors.
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COMPONENT 15: RURAL AREAS AND SMALL TOWNS
Refer to Table 10.1.

SA Objective

Current Baseline
Cond Sens Trend
Stable

FB - Cond
ST
MT/LT
Poor

Poor

Effects
Mag Scale
Local


Dur
MT-LT

T/P
Perm

Cert
Med

Assessment
ST MT LT Sm Commentary
+
++ ++ ++ The provision of mixed use developments within

1 To improve accessibility and transport links from Poor
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

Med

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet
their housing needs

Poor

High

3 To improve overall levels of physical, mental
and social well-being, and reduce health
disparities between different groups and
different areas

Good

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear
of crime

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ The provision of housing, employment, services and

Mitigation
O

existing service centres should help to ensure that
there is adequate accessibility between housing, local
employment and services. The aim of the component
is to allocate these land uses close together for ease of
access. The component does not specifically include
improved public transport provision.
Stable

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ Housing is to be provided within the service centres, a
proportion of which will be allocated as affordable
housing. Services and community facilities are also to
be provided within new developments.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ There may be some minor benefits to overall health
and well-being by providing affordable housing,
employment and local services within existing service
centres. The component does not specifically provide
for more local health services.
Providing appropriate housing, facilities and services in
rural areas may help to reduce the incidence of minor
crime, which may be linked to areas of relative
deprivation, and lack of entertainment.

community facilities within these rural areas and
service centres should help to retain existing residents
and attract new ones. This should help to give
communities a sense of belonging and encourage
community cohesion.

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good

Med

Stable

Mod

Poor



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

++ The component aims to ensure adequate education
provision is included within new developments by
ensuring developer contributions towards education
form part of the assessment on whether or not to grant
planning permission.

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant
environments for people to enjoy living, working
and for recreation and to protect and enhance
residential amenity

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The proposed developments should help to create
rural towns which provide local services, housing,
employment and community facilities without reducing
the quality of the natural environment. This should help
to maintain and create healthy and pleasant areas in
which to live and work.
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Med

Decl

Good

Good



8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a
net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

Good

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character
and local distinctiveness of the natural
landscape and the built environment

Good

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and
areas of historical, archaeological, geological
and cultural value and their settings

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Good

-

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases

Mod

Med

Decl

Mod

Mod



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The component allows for certain development of rural A, B, C
buildings but aims to avoid building encroachment by
imposing certain criteria on conversions, which should
help to protect green infrastructure. Other policies
within this component aim at increasing the capacity
within existing built up areas rather than developing
Greenfield sites.

Med

Stable

Good

Good



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The component focuses development within existing

E

service centres which should help to ensure the quality
and character of the natural environment is not
affected. The built environment and distinctiveness of
service centres may benefit from appropriate and
controlled development. The proposed lorry park is to
be developed in such a way as to minimise disturbance
and visual effects.
ST-LT

Perm

High

0

0

0

Reg/Nat ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

Local

0

No obvious effects.

++ The component restricts expansion of Deenethorpe

D

J, O

Airfield, which is likely to have benefits for reducing
GHG emissions by ensuring the proportion of
emissions from aviation does not rise. Providing local
services, housing and employment within existing
service centres should also help to ensure residents
have less need to travel longer distances by car and
therefore help to reduce GHG emissions from vehicles.
The component also includes a necessity to provide
access by foot, cycle and bus to the town centre from
any new office development at Brigstock Camp.

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a
Poor
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

Med

13 To maintain or improve local air quality

Med

Good

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Med

++

++

++

++ The component is to provide additional housing,

O

employment and local services within existing service
centres. While it is likely that within rural areas
residents will still be reliant on private transportation,
these particular policies aim to reduce the need to
travel by providing local services to local residents.
Stable

Good

Mod



Local

ST-LT
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Perm

Low

+

+

+

+

There may be some benefits for local air quality as a
A, O
result of reducing the need to travel by car to access
local services and employment. However, the extent of
this benefit is expected to be minor owing to the high
quality of current air standards and the extent to which
this component will actually reduce car travel.
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14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground
and surface water resources and minimise
demand for water

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

0

-

-

15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid
additional risk

Poor

High

Decl

Poor

Poor



Local

ST-LT

Perm

Low

++

++

++

16 To ensure the efficient use of land

Good

Med

Stable

Good

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

++

By increasing the number of housing and employment P
units within these areas, it is likely that water
consumption may increase to the detriment of local
water sources.
++ The site allocations proposed in the component do not P
appear to be within existing flood risk areas, and
therefore help to avoid additional flood risk.

-

++ The component allocates a brownfield site within

J, N

Nassington for housing development as well as
increasing the productivity and capacity of existing
employment sites and allowing the reuse and
redevelopment of certain rural buildings. All of these
approaches are considered an efficient use of land.
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other
finite resources, and primary resources
including productive soils

Poor

Low

Stable

Poor

Poor



18 To reduce carbon based energy use by
increasing energy efficiency and production of
renewable energy

Poor

Med

Stable

Poor

Mod



19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting

Mod

Med

Impr

Mod

Mod

20 To maintain or enhance employment
opportunities

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod

Perm

Med

+

+

+

+

The component allocates a brownfield site within
Nassington for housing development as well as
increasing the productivity and capacity of existing
employment sites and allowing the reuse and
redevelopment of certain rural buildings. All of these
approaches help to minimise the use of primary
resources and land take involving productive soils.

ST-LT

Perm

Med

-

-

-

-

The component is likely to encourage more visitors and G, J
residents to the area, who are likely to travel
predominately by car thus reducing energy efficiency
associated with transportation. There are some
opportunities within new development to incorporate
energy efficiency technologies and measures.

?

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

Med

-

+

++

+

The proposed developments are likely to increase the H, I, J, K
population and economic activity of the rural areas,
which are likely to result in an increase in overall waste
production. However, growth may make it more
feasible to establish recycling initiatives and facilities,
thus benefiting this objective in the longer term.



Sub-Reg ST-LT

Perm

High

++

++

++

++ The component aims to provide employment sites for

Sub-Reg ST-LT

Local

office development within Warmington and at Brigstock
Camp and increase the capacity of Addington
Industrial Park as well as additional SME units within
Kingsmead, all of which should enhance employment
opportunities. In addition, rural employment is to be
encouraged by allowing the conversion of rural
buildings for business use as long as certain criteria
are met.
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21 To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including
infrastructure and the local strengths and
qualities that are attractive to visitors and
investors

Mod

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability
of town centres and market towns

Mod

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Sub-Reg MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

+++

++ By reinforcing the role of the service centres and
supporting certain development within rural areas, the
component should build on the existing strengths of
these areas making them more attractive for some
investors and more viable for attracting tourism and
residents. The component aims to ensure that
development is met with appropriate improvements in
infrastructure to ensure the sustainability of the area.

Med

Stable

Mod

Mod



Local

MT-LT

Perm

Med

+

++

+++

++ The role of the existing service centres is to be
reinforced by this component through the increased
provision of housing, employment and services. This
approach should help to ensure the viability of rural
settlements and their communities.
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Table E.1 - Appraisal Questions
SA OBJECTIVE
To improve accessibility and transport links from
residential areas to key services, facilities and
employment areas

To provide opportunities for all people to meet their
housing needs

To improve overall levels of physical, mental and
social well-being, and reduce health disparities
between different groups and different areas

To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of
crime
Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity

DECISION MAKING CRITERIA
(will the option or policy:)
• Improve access for the disabled?
• Improve access to public transport?
• Improve public transport services?
• Improve access to local services and facilities?
• Improve access by foot or cycle?
• Ensure services are located to maintain the viability of settlements?
• Reduce the need to travel?
• Reduce travel distances (particularly journey to work)?
• Reduce homelessness?
• Provide affordable housing?
• Reduce the number of unfit homes?
• Provide housing to meet local needs in the rural area?
• Provide a range of house types and sizes?
• Improve levels of physical or mental health?
• Encourage healthy lifestyles (including travel choices)?
• Increase physical activity levels?
• Improve sporting or recreational facilities?
• Improve access to high quality health facilities?
• Improve access to a GP?
• Reduce incidences of crime?
• Reduce the fear of crime?
• Ensure design and layout minimises the opportunity for crime?
• Increase the ability of people to influence decisions?
• Improve cultural diversity?
• Create or sustain a vibrant community?
• Encourage engagement in community activities?
• Meet specific needs of a section of the community?

E-1

SEA TOPIC
Human
health,
Population

Material
assets,
Population

Human
health,
Population

Human
health,
Population
Human
health,
Population

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

SA OBJECTIVE

DECISION MAKING CRITERIA
(will the option or policy:)

To improve overall levels of education and skills

•

To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments •
for people to enjoy living, working and for recreation •
and to protect and enhance residential amenity
•
•
To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats •
and green infrastructure to achieve a net gain and to
avoid habitat fragmentation.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
To protect and enhance the quality, character and •
local distinctiveness of the natural landscape and the
built environment
•
•
•
•
•

Improve access to educational/learning or training facilities for all
ages?
Reduce noise pollution?
Improve the cleanliness of the environment?
Reduce unpleasant odours?
Improve the satisfaction of people with their neighbourhoods?
Protect and enhance designated sites (SSSIs, CWS, LNRs) and
potential ecological designations (SPA)?
Avoid harm to and enhance opportunities for protected species and
others listed in the Northamptonshire Red Data Book?
Create habitats of value for wildlife in particular those which meet
BAP target?
Avoid fragmentation of habitats?
Improve the connectivity of green spaces and green networks?
Create new greenspace networks
Improve appropriate access to natural areas?
Improve the management of habitats?
Ensure landscape character is used to assess the capacity of areas
to absorb new development thereby influencing the location and
scale of development?
Ensure landscape Character Assessment influences design of the
built environment and networks of green infrastructure
Maintain and enhance the quality of built settlements?
Protect, maintain, enhance and expand good quality open space
within and adjacent to settlements?
Create buildings and spaces that are attractive, functional, adaptable
and durable that compliment, enhance and support local character?
Encourage the re-use and refurbishment of the existing built
environment?

E-2

SEA TOPIC

Population
Human
health,
Population,
Cultural heritage,
Landscape
Biodiversity, Flora,
Fauna

Cultural heritage,
Landscape
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SA OBJECTIVE
To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of
historical, archaeological, geological and cultural
value and their settings
To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
To reduce reliance on the private car through a
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes

To maintain or improve local air quality

To maintain or improve the quality of ground and
surface water resources and minimise demand for
water
To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional
risk

To ensure the efficient use of land

To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite
resources, and primary resources including

DECISION MAKING CRITERIA
(will the option or policy:)
• Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical,
archaeological and cultural value and their setting?
• Protect and enhance sites of geological value?
• Reduce emissions of greenhouse gases?
• Increase tree cover?
• Decouple the growth of road traffic from the population growth?
• Improve public transport services?
• Improve access to key services and facilities by foot or cycle?
• Reduce the need to travel?
• Reduce travel distances (particularly journey to work)?
• Reduce traffic related pollution?
• Improve access to local services and facilities?
• Reduce travel distances (particularly journey to work)?
• Minimise or reduce the risk of pollution to water?
• Ensure adequate waste water infrastructure is available?
• Reduce water consumption?
• Improve water efficiency?
• Reduce the risk of flooding?
• Avoid development in floodplains?
• Encourage Sustainable Drainage Schemes (SUDS)?
• Ensure adaptability of environments and buildings to natural
hazards?
• Maintain the best and most versatile agricultural land?
• Reduce the risk of land contamination
• Remediate contaminated land?
• Minimise the loss of green field land?
• Maximise the use of brownfiled land?
• Maximise densities?
• Avoid the sterilisation of known minerals reserves?
• Promote the appropriate use of primary and secondary aggregates?
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SA OBJECTIVE
productive soils
To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing
energy efficiency and production of renewable
energy

To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse,
recycling and composting
To maintain and enhance employment opportunities

To retain and enhance the factors which are
conducive to wealth creation, including infrastructure
and the local strengths and qualities that are
attractive to visitors and investors
To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of
town centres and market towns

DECISION MAKING CRITERIA
(will the option or policy:)
• Promote resource efficient buildings?
• Encourage innovation in sustainable design and construction?
•
Minimise or reduce energy use?
•
Promote energy efficient buildings?
•
Encourage the development of renewable energy generation
schemes (e.g. Wind)?
•
Encourage community heating schemes or combined heat and
power?
•
Encourage small scale schemes in developments (e.g. Solar)?
• Encourage the use of recycled materials?
• Reduce the production of waste?
• Provide recycling facilities?
• Provide new jobs?
• Encourage efficient patterns of movement?
• Increase the proportion of knowledge based and high tech
businesses?
• Encourage and support the rural economy?
• Increase the diversity and quality of employment opportunities in the
rural area
• Improve House price/earnings ratio?
• Encourage enterprise and innovation?
• Enhance and promote the image of the area as a business and a
sustainable tourist location?
• Retain and develop a wide range of uses, attractions and amenities?
• Ensure good accessibility to and within the centre?
• Attract continuing investment in development or refurbishment
• Encourage the evening economy
• Encourage increased housing
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APPENDIX F – CONSULTATION COMMENTS ON
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Table F.1 - Summary of Comments Made by Consultees on Scoping Report (August – October 2005) and how they have been incorporated
into the SA Process
Respondent

Comments

Response

General
Environment Agency
English Nature

Countryside Agency

English Heritage

No response
• Overall satisfied that the Sustainability
Framework captures the key sustainability
objectives and indicators to ensure that
policies within the three DPDs are sufficient
Noted
• Suggest that following “Avoid fragmentation
of habitats?” add “Protect and enhance green
infrastructure assets and promote green
infrastructure delivery?”
• Support the sustainability objectives for
Accessibility, Biodiversity and Landscape
• Welcome reference to “net gain” for
Biodiversity
• Pleased that questions raised as follows:
Will the option improve the connectivity of green
spaces and green networks?
Create new greenspace networks?
Improve appropriate access to natural areas?
• Support the appraisal questions under
Landscape
• Use of landscape characterisation and green
infrastructure studies for baseline data
pleasing
Noted
• No specific reference to countryside
recreation or public rights of way, which are
separate issues
Noted
• Include conservation of geology and
geomorphology with Biodiversity as it is the
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Respondent

East
Midlands
Assembly

Comments
responsibility of English Nature
• Under Minerals include “Avoid sterilisation of
known mineral reserves, including sources of
building and roofing stone”
• Include “opportunities for enhancement” in
the mitigation column
• Explain who will be carrying out sustainability
appraisal, those with professional expertise?
Regional
• Confirm that Scoping Report is in accord with
Regional Core Objectives
• Suggest that reference is made to targets and
indicators in Appendices of RSS8
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Response
Noted

Noted

Noted
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APPENDIX G – CONSULTATION COMMENTS
ON PREFERRED OPTIONS SA REPORT
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Table G.1 - Summary of Comments Made by Consultees on Preferred Options Sustainability Appraisal Report (January – March 2006) and
how they have been incorporated into the SA Process
Respondent

Comments
Preferred
Options
SA
Report
Section/ para
ref (Jan 2006)
Northamptonshire
4.1
The purpose of the Local Service Centre at Kings
County Council
Cliffe requires greater definition. This is probably
best achieved through the North Northamptonshire
Core Strategy. However, how the housing site
identified in the LDD will be used to safeguard/
enhance the local service role will need explanation.
Need to clarify level of affordable housing compared
to open market housing.
Peterborough City 4.1
Peterborough City Council's inter-relationship with the
Council
RNOT area needs to be emphasised more strongly.

2.1
4.1

4.4 (Fig 9)
English Heritage

6.0 (App
App 12)

Response

Comment noted, and has been passed on to
planning team.

Figure 2.2 in the Final SA Report illustrates the
spatial relationship between the Plan area and the
Peterborough area, and relevant text included in
Sections 2 and 4 and Appendix A emphasises the
links between the two areas.
Paragraph numbering needs to be clearer.
Paragraph numbering has been revised in Final
SA Report.
May be worth noting the London-Stansted- Appropriate references have been included in
Cambridge-Peterborough growth area, which will Section 2 and Appendix A of the Final SA Report.
have impacts for East Northamptonshire.
May be scope to introduce an economic Comment noted.
Sustainability Appraisal topic for the rural economy.
11, In general, the approach taken does mean that the The detailed assessment tables included in the
statements about the impacts are mostly very Final SA Report have been comprehensively
generalised, referring to the general sustainability of revised using the full set of revised SA objectives.
the options. By choosing only to assess the options
against the broad Sustainability Appraisal topics,
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Respondent

Comments
Preferred
Options
SA
Report
Section/ para
ref (Jan 2006)
rather than the individual SA objectives, this seems to
have resulted in partial assessments (Appendices 11
and 12), especially where the options involve the
choice of specific sites. This could mean that the
need for migration or opportunities for enhancement
have been overlooked.
6.0 (App 12)
While the framework for the assessment set out in
the table in Appendix 12 is appropriate, there needs
to be a greater emphasis on the appraisal of impacts
using the Sustainability Appraisal objectives and
proposals for mitigation where the options refer to
specific sites. It would appear that in a number of
cases, the potential impact on the historic
environment has not been addressed. If the SA
objectives had been used where the options relate to
specific sites, it would have been easier to assess
whether the impacts on the historic environment had
been addressed.
4.2.2.1
Seems to be a typing error in the first sentence,
which refers to four Grade I, II* and II buildings - does
this mean four all up, or four Grade I?

4.5

Response

The detailed assessment tables included in the
Final SA Report have been comprehensively
revised using the full set of revised SA objectives.

Comment appreciated, and the relevant text has
been revised in Appendix A of the Final SA
Report. Four of the listed buildings in the Plan
area are included in English Heritage’s Buildings
at Risk register.
Given the importance of the historic environment to The analysis of key sustainability issues has been
the character of the area, which is notable for the revised and is set out in Table 6.1 in the Final SA
quality of its built heritage, this should be reflected in Report.
the key issues, i.e. the protection of the historic
environment should be identified as a priority and the
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Respondent

Housebuilders
Federation

Environment
Agency

Comments
Preferred
Options
SA
Report
Section/ para
ref (Jan 2006)
quality and distinctiveness of townscape should be
maintained as part of development.
8.2
It is important that the monitoring process not only
relates to identifying trends in the indicators, but also
includes monitoring of the mitigation measures and
whether opportunities that have been identified in the
report are taken up.
4.1
The Sustainability Appraisal has not assessed
whether the Preferred Options are compatible with
Planning Circular 05/2005, nor has it taken into
account that there may be aspects of the
requirements which conflict with other sustainability
priorities (such as financial implications).

4.5

5.4

Highways Agency

4.4

Response

Reference to relevant mitigation measures has
been included in the proposed monitoring
programme set out in Table 12.1 of the Final SA
Report.

The role of the SA does not include assessment of
compatibility of the Plan options against Planning
Circulars or other national planning guidance,
which forms part of the plan preparation process.
Economic sustainability aspects of the Plan have
been considered in the SA in the assessments set
out in Sections 8, 9, and 10 of the Final SA
Report.
The key issues listed in section 4.5 are not sufficiently The analysis of key sustainability issues has been
comprehensive and should include, for example, revised and is set out in Table 6.1 in the Final SA
sewage
treatment
provision
and
water Report.
resources/supply.
Sustainable design to minimise energy consumption These issues are addressed in the detailed
and reduce pollution, reducing flood risk and ensuring assessment of the Plan policies presented in
adequate water supply and air pollution issues could Appendix D and summarised in Section 10 of the
have been addressed by the Sustainability Appraisal Final SA Report.
in further detail.
Respondent concerned that transport issues do not Transport issues are considered throughout the
appear to feature very highly in the sustainability revised assessments presented in the Final SA
criteria.
Report, under SA objectives 1 and 12, and
environmental and other transport related issues
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Respondent

Comments
Preferred
Options
SA
Report
Section/ para
ref (Jan 2006)

Response

6.6

Spreading of houses over the network of villages will
only be sustainable if public transport improvements
are delivered.

6.16.2

A large modal shift to public transport will be required
to reduce the impact of the proposed residential
development at Huntingdon Road on the trunk road
network.
Although the preferred option is the most sustainable
of the options tested (in each case), there may/could
be other more sustainable options which have not
been put forward (or tested).

6.16.3

4.4

4.1

6.2.1

5.4

under other SA objectives - 3, 11 and 13 in
particular.
Comment noted, and is reflected in the results of
the revised detailed assessment of Plan policies
presented in Appendix D and Section 10 of the
Final SA Report.
Comment noted, and is reflected in the results of
the revised detailed assessment of Plan policies
presented in Appendix D and Section 10 of the
Final SA Report.
A number of alternative development sites were
considered in the Roger Tym & Partners
Sustainability Assessment of Sites (May 2007).
This report found that overall the Huntingdon Road
site is the most sustainable of all potential
development sites put forward around Thrapston.
The detailed assessment tables included in the
Final SA Report have been comprehensively
revised using full set of SA objectives.
Comment noted, and is reflected in the results of
the revised detailed assessment of Plan policies
presented in Appendix D and Section 10 of the
Final SA Report.

The lack of specific sustainability objectives makes it
difficult to work out exactly what the options are being
assessed against in terms of sustainability.
Evident contradiction between the priority of
developing a rural service spine serviced by public
transport, and the preferred option to distribute
housing growth across the network of villages (where
poor public transport exists).
Reference to policies on the use of developer Comment noted, and has been passed on to
contributions and the phasing of major infrastructure planning team.
improvements does not mention transport.
The fact that providing travel choice options will result The baseline section considers existing social,

G-4

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN (SUBMISSION DOCUMENT) – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL
Final Sustainability Appraisal Report

Respondent

Comments
Response
Preferred
Options
SA
Report
Section/ para
ref (Jan 2006)
(indirectly) in health benefits seems to have been environmental and economic conditions in the
missed in the Preferred Options report.
Plan area, rather than the direct and indirect
relationships between them. The health benefits of
more sustainable modes of travel are highlighted
in the detailed assessments presented in
Appendices C and D of the Final SA Report.
4.2.3.2.
The Council has misinterpreted some of the Comment appreciated, and the relevant text in
information in this section. The Plan area has a Appendix A of the Final SA Report has been
higher rate of driving to work than the England revised. The figures in Table 15 (now Table A.22
average (not lower). Generally, it would seem that in Appendix A of the Final SA Report) indicate that
Thrapston is not a sustainable location for growth, Thrapston has a high percentage of travel to work
when considering travel to work information.
by car or van, but also has the lowest percentage
Not Currently Working compared to local, regional
and national averages.
4.4 (Fig 9)
Transport is not directly a topic considered (is Transport is directly considered under SA
considered indirectly through the 'accessibility').
objective 12 of the revised SA framework – see
Table 7.1 of the Final SA Report.
5.3
Further research is needed to identify sites that meet Comment noted, and has been passed on to the
sustainable transport criteria.
planning team. The results of the Preferred
Options SA Report were used to inform
subsequent development of the Plan.
5.4
This section refers to reduced pollution based on This section presents a summary of the results of
policies aimed at reducing the need to travel and car the assessment of the Plan objectives only.
dependency, however, it is not clear if such policies Subsequent sections of the Preferred Options SA
exist and how they will be delivered.
Report cover assessment of Plan policies.
6.16.2
It is not considered that the Huntingdon Road The Core Spatial Strategy sets a requirement for
proposed housing site will reduce the need to travel, 1,140 housing units in Thrapston. Appendix C and
based on its location. Car use for travel to work in Section 9 of the Final SA Report present the
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Respondent

Comments
Preferred
Options
SA
Report
Section/ para
ref (Jan 2006)
Thrapston is the highest throughout the Plan area,
which does not support the statement that its location
reduces the need to travel.
7.12
No details of baseline strategies (regarding the
promotion of sites that are well served or plan to be
served by public transport) are referred to in the
documents, producing a fundamental hole in the
strategy adopted.
7.13

The parking preferred option (2 bays per dwelling)
does not represent a sustainable policy. Instead,
improvements to public transport should instead be
effectively delivered.

4.0

The Sustainability Appraisal seems weak and misses
the key theme of integrated policies and promoting a
spatial strategy.

Response

results of the revised assessment of options,
which indicate the transport issues associated with
development in Thrapston.
Comment noted, and has been passed on to the
planning team. Appendix D and Section 10 of the
Final SA Report present the results of the revised
assessment of Plan policies, which indicate the
transport issues associated with the Plan
proposals.
Appendix C and Section 9 of the Final SA Report
present the results of the revised assessment of
options, which indicate the preferred option for
parking as overall less sustainable than the
alternative option.
The broad spatial framework for the Plan is
provided by the Core Spatial Strategy. Section 10
of the Final SA Report, which summarises the
results of the revised assessment of Plan policies,
indicates the need to consider integration across
policies, particularly in relation to transport issues.
Comment noted, and has been passed on to the
planning team.

7.22;
7.23; None of the promoted sites refer to existing
7.24;
7.27; infrastructure or levels of improvement that may be
7.28; 7.30; 7.31 required to ensure they are most sustainable in terms
of accessibility and transport.
6.18.2
The dispersed pattern of new housing among villages Comment noted, and has been passed on to the
in itself creates more need to travel as this scattering planning team.
of development may not create sufficient demand for
new public transport services, while the containment
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Respondent

Comments
Preferred
Options
SA
Report
Section/ para
ref (Jan 2006)
at one location may allow such services to be viable.
6.6
The Appraisal does not address transport issues
relating to sustainability in any detail and appears
weak in its reasoning and in some cases incorrect in
its interpretation of the baseline information.
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Response

The assessments of Plan options and policies
have been comprehensively revised. The revised
assessments, the results of which are presented in
Appendices C and D and Sections 9 and 10 of the
Final SA Report, consider sustainable transport
issues under SA objectives 1 and 12, and
environmental and other transport related issues
under other SA objectives - 3, 11 and 13 in
particular.
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