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The Layout of the Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan

Plan policies are developed under the headings “Strategic Policies”, “Environment Policies”, 
“Social Policies” and “Economic Policies”. Site specific allocations are incorporated into 
separate sections dealing with Oundle, Thrapston, and the Rural Areas.

The Plan is made up of the following elements:

n	 Introductory and supporting text – setting the scene in terms of the evidence 
base and the context of higher level national, regional or Core strategy policies; 
outlining key reasons and factors that entail the need for suitable local policies; 
and setting out a Vision and 9 key outcomes to be achieved. 

n	 Spatial policies – these set out how the vision and outcomes will be achieved. 
policies do not repeat national, regional or Core strategy policies but are 
designed to add value and local distinctiveness.

n	 Monitoring framework – each policy is supported by indicators and targets, 
which will be monitored annually through the preparation of the Council’s 
annual Monitoring Report (aMR).

Side notes are used to provide references to related survey and policy documents, in order 
to show how proposals have developed from an evidence base and are in conformity 
with other policies and strategies.

The Proposals Map is in a plastic wallet at the end of the document, with the Inset maps 
for Oundle and Thrapston on its reverse. The town centre Inset Maps for Oundle and 
Thrapston are within the individual sections (8 and 9) for those towns. The Inset maps for 
King’s Cliffe, Nassington and Warmington are within section 10. The Key to the Proposals 
Map is on page 103 and all the Inset maps for the remaining villages can be found just 
before the plastic wallet. 
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What Happens Next?

Your comments of support or objection are referred to as ‘representations’. You can make 
representations to us on the Soundness of the Plan with reference to the Government’s 9 
Tests of Soundness, which are set out on the following page.

Representations can be made via East Northamptonshire Council’s website 
www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk using the planning online facility, which puts all 
of your details straight into our database.

They can also be e-mailed to planningpolicy@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk

If you need to send hard copies, these can be posted to:

RNOTP Consultation
East Northamptonshire Council
Freepost NH 2352
Thrapston
Kettering
Northamptonshire
NN14 4BR

representations should be received no later than 5.30pm on friday 22 february 2008

What will happen to my representation?

Your representation will be acknowledged in writing and you will be given a reference 
number for all future correspondence.

All representations will be made available for public viewing. They cannot be treated as 
confidential.

All representations made on the Submission Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan will 
be considered by an independent Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State, who will 
then make recommendations as to whether and how the Plan should be changed.

If you have any questions regarding making your representation please contact the 
Planning Policy team on (01832) 742010 or by e-mail to: 
planningpolicy@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk

Every effort will be made to ensure this document is accessible to all. 
Please contact Planning Policy on 01832 742010 for assistance and 
further information.
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Guidance on making representations

Tests of Soundness

If you wish to support the Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan, or particular policies 
or proposals in it, please make this clear in your representation. If you wish to object to 
the plan or part of it you should make clear in what way you feel the document is not 
sound, by making reference to the tests of soundness listed below. These are the tests 
that will be applied by the independent Inspector who will examine the plan.

test 1: It has been prepared in accordance with the North Northamptonshire   
 Local Development Scheme (LDS)

test 2: It has been prepared in compliance with the North Northamptonshire   
 Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)

test 3: The Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan has been subjected to   
 Sustainability Appraisal (Atkins, January 2008)
 
test 4: It is a spatial plan which is consistent with national planning policy, in
 general conformity with the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the East
 Midlands and it has properly had regard to the North Northamptonshire  
 Core Spatial Strategy and any other relevant plans, policies and strategies  
 relating to the area

test 5: It has had regard to the East Northamptonshire Community Strategy

test 6: The strategies/policies/allocations in the plan are coherent and   
 consistent within and between Development Plan Documents (DPDs)   
 prepared by neighbouring authorities, where cross boundary issues are  
 relevant

test 7: The strategies/policies/allocations represent the most appropriate in all the  
 circumstances, having considered the relevant alternatives, and they are  
 founded on a robust and credible evidence base

test 8: There are clear mechanisms for implementation and monitoring

test 9: It is reasonably flexible to enable it to deal with changing circumstances

You should try to support your objection by evidence showing why the Rural North, 
Oundle and Thrapston Plan should be changed. It would be helpful if you say precisely 
how you think the plan should be changed.




