
Appendix 3 

Baseline Information  

This report sets out the findings to date of the baseline data collection exercise 
undertaken for the SA process.  In particular it was used to gain a fuller 
understanding of the issues in the Plan Area and to inform the appraisal. However, it 
is appreciated that there are some omissions in the information base, which in any 
case will be subject to change over time. These omissions will be addressed as soon 
as possible and changes will be monitored. 

A list of the ‘implications for the plan’ is inserted at the end of each section, to show 
the ways in which the Plan could impact on the matters identified.  

Demography 

Population Distribution and Structure 

Table 1 provides details of the size and distribution of the population, the gender and 
age structure. It can be seen that small concentrations of population exist in the two 
towns of Oundle and Thrapston, but with the majority spread across the rural area, 
mainly resident within the well developed pattern of villages and hamlets. While there 
are some significant variations in the age structure across the Plan Area it is 
apparent that as a whole it is comparable with the situation in England and Wales 
and the Region, with slightly more in the 16-64 age range and a little less in the 65+ 
range. In many ways the age structure of the population is similar to that for the 
District of East Northamptonshire as a whole. The age structure for the District is 
illustrated by Figure 1. 

The Office of National Statistics has made some population growth predictions for the 
Plan area (2003 based sub-national predictions). Based upon the 2005 population 
estimate of 27,875, the Plan Area is predicted to experience a steady increase of 
around 16% to 32,271 in 2021. However, it should be noted that these forecasts rely 
on historical trends and demographic analysis and do not take into account the 
implications of the Plan. 

Table 1: Population Distribution and Structure 
Area Population 

1991 
Population 

2001 
Gender % Age Structure % 

Males Females 0-15 16 – 64 65+ 

Great Britain 55831400 58124600 49 51 20 62 19 
E. Midlands 4011400 4279700 49 51 20 62 19 
E. Northants.  80,700 49 51 22 61 17 
Plan Area 21448 26544 49.6 50.4 20 64 16 
Oundle 3996 5345 51 49 20 61 19 
Thrapston 4033 4855 50 50 19 65 16 
King's Forest 2739 1893 49.5 50.5 17 62 21 
Barnwell 1369 1952 49 51 21 65 14 
Dryden  1536 1805 49 51 21 64 15 
Lower Nene  1390 1932 49.9 50.1 20 65 15 



Lyveden  1398 1826 48 52 20 65 15 
Prebendal 1492 1741 49 51 18 64 18 
Fineshade  1445 1633 49 51 23 63 14 
Ringstead  2003 1678 50.5 49.5 21 65 14 
Woodford 1209 1884 50.3 49.7 21 65 14 

Source: Mid year population estimate ONS 

Figure 1: Population pyramid showing the male/female split in East 
Northamptonshire 2001 

Source 2001 Census ONS 

Ethnicity 

Table 2 shows that the proportion of people in the ‘White’ Ethnic Group category to 
be significantly higher in the Plan Area than for England and Wales and the Region, 
which is generally the case in rural areas. While the relative absence of other groups 
may be seen to suggest the ethnic composition of the community is not an issue, it 
does indicate a lack of diversity and those members of other groupings may 
experience some difficulties as a consequence. 



Table 2: Ethnicity 1991 and 2001 
 Ethnic Group % 

Area White Mixed Asian/Asian Black/Black Chinese or 
British British other 

2001 1991 2001 1991 2001 1991 2001 1991 2001 1991 

Eng. & Wales 91.3 94.1 1.3 - 4.4 3.2 2.1 1 0.9 0.6 
E. Midlands 93.5 95.2 1.0 - 4.0 3.3 1.0 1.6 0.5 0.9 
E. Northants. 98.3  99.0 0.7 - 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.3 
Plan Area 98.6 99.4 0.54 - 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.46 0.2 
Oundle 97.0 99.2 0.9 - 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.1 1.6 0.2 
Thrapston 98.8 99.3 0.6 - 0.2 0.4 0.06 0.1 0.34 0.2 
Kings Forest 99.7 99.9 0 - 0 0 0.26 0.05 0.04 0.05 
Barnwell 99.0 99.3 0.35 - 0.35 0.08 0.2 0.5 0.1 0.08 
Dryden 99.1 99.4 0.17 - 0.17 0 0.17 0.3 0.3 0.3 
Lower Nene 99.3 99.6 0.5 - 0.3 0.28 0.2 0.06 0.2 0.06 
Lyvden 98.7 - 0.7 - 0.2 - 0.2 - 0.2 -
Prebendal 99.2 - 0.6 - 0.2 - 0 - 0 -
Fineshade 98.1 - 0.9 - 0.4 - 0.2 - 0.4 -
Ringstead 99.4 99.2 0.4 - 0.2 0.2 0 0.5 0.1 0 
Woodford 99.3 99.8 0.3 - 0.2 0 0.2 0 0 0.2 

Source: 1991 and 2001 Censuses ONS 

Religion 

Table 3 shows the majority of the residents of the Plan Area are identified as 
Christian. While this is also the case for England and Wales and the Region, it is 
more pronounced for the Plan Area. This is not uncommon in largely rural areas and 
may reflect a further lack of relative diversity within the local community. 



Table 3: Religion % 
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Eng. & 
Wales 

72 0.3 1 0.5 3 0.6 0.3 14.8 7.6 

E Midlands 72 0.2 1.6 0.1 1.7 0.8 0.2 16 7.5 
E Northants 73.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 17.8 8.0 
Plan Area 77.2 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 15.2 6.7 
Oundle 74.5 0.7 0 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.2 17.1 6.9 
Thrapston 74.6 0.1 0.2 0 0.1 0 0.3 17.2 7.6 
King’s 
Forest 

79.8 0.3 0.2 0.2 0 0 0.2 13.6 5.7 

Barnwell 77.7 0 0 0 0 0.3 0.2 14.8 7 
Dryden 79.5 0 0.2 0.2 0 0 0 13.6 6.5 
Lower Nene 81.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0 0 0.4 12.3 5.5 
Lyveden 75.1 0.2 0 0 0.2 0.3 0.3 15.5 8.4 
Prebendal 79.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0 0 14.5 5.4 
Fineshade 79.1 0.2 0.2 0 0 0 0.2 12.6 7.7 
Ringstead 77.9 0.2 0.2 0.2 0 0 0.3 14.6 6.6 
Woodford 79.5 0.2 0.2 0 0 0 0.3 13.7 6.1 

Source:  2001 Census ONS 

The Plan should:  
•	 Provide for the varying needs of  residents and groups within the local 

community  and ensure accessibility for all to facilities, services and 
opportunities, redressing any current imbalance. 

Location Character and Settlement Pattern  

The Plan Area comprises the northern and central parts of the District of East 
Northamptonshire, accounting for almost 85% of its total area and covering 42,978 
hectares. It is located in the southern part of the East Midlands Region and, as with 
the Northamptonshire as a whole, has functional links with the South East, the East 
and the West Midlands Regions, as reflected by its inclusion in the Milton Keynes 
and South Midlands (MKSM) Growth Area and its proximity to the London-Stansted-
Cambridge-Peterborough Growth Area. 

In many ways the rural nature of the Plan Area distinguishes it from adjacent parts of 
East Northamptonshire, the County and The City of Peterborough which, although to 
some extent rural in character, tend to be more urban and industrial. However, the 
Area does have much in common with adjoining parts of Rutland and 
Cambridgeshire, which have a similar rural character. 



Oundle and Thrapston, are the two main towns in the area and have similar roles, as 
rural service centres. However, they possess distinct characters and are faced by 
different problems, strengths and opportunities for change. Oundle comprises a 
traditional market town, serving a large rural hinterland, with close links to the 
Peterborough area. It has a strong heritage offer in terms of the built environment; 
exploiting the niche visitor and public school role, as well as continuing to serve the 
town centre needs and that of its rural hinterland. The town has a weekly market and 
a monthly farmers market, which attracts people from a wide area. Thrapston is also 
a market town with a weekly street market and a thriving cattle market.  The town 
centre is in a position to benefit from a growing catchment area as housing growth 
comes forward, although its heritage offer, and therefore its potential to attract 
visitors, is probably less than Oundle.  

The rural area beyond the two towns is largely comprised of attractive rolling 
countryside, devoted to mixed agriculture and incorporates a well developed and 
defined settlement pattern of some 52 attractive villages and hamlets, of varying size 
and character. 

The distinctive character of the local vernacular is strongly evident in the two towns 
and the rural settlements. They tend to be compact in form, both nucleated and 
linear, with numerous stone cottages and other dwellings, many with Collyweston 
slate and thatch roofs. 

The Plan should: 
•	 Acknowledge the various functions of settlements, the relationships between 

them, including the existing and potential networks between different 
settlement types and how this relates to patterns of movement. 

Transport 

The Area is well placed in terms of nearby strategic transport infrastructure. The 
Midland Mainline Railway, with stations at nearby Kettering and Wellingborough, 
provides good north-south connections, including to London, along with the GNER 
line accessed at Peterborough. Rail freight distribution is facilitated by Corby 
(Eurohub) just to the west of the Plan Area, particularly for access to other parts of 
Europe. 

The Area is highly accessible by road to the rest of the UK and parts of Europe, with 
the A14, passing through the south of the Plan Area, providing an important east 
west road link. It gives access to the national motorway network and other primary 
roads i.e. the M1/M6, A1/M11 and the A43/A45 and forms part of the Trans-
European Network of Roads (E30).  However, in common with many other 
essentially rural areas the level of bus service is variable and frequently relatively 
poor. Partly as a consequence of this there is a heavy reliance on the use of the 
private car and this is reflected in the proportion of households with access to two or 
more cars compared to the position for England and Wales, the Region and the 
County, as shown by Table 4. However, there are nevertheless a significant 
proportion of households without access to a car and given the primarily rural nature 
of the area and the limited public transport available, there are likely to be problems 
of isolation and some deprivation experienced by certain members of the community.  



Table 4 : Car Ownership per Household % 
No car or van 1 car or van 2 cars or 3 cars or 4 or more 

vans vans cars or vans 
England and Wales 26.79% 43.80% 23.53% 4.51% 1.38% 
East Midlands 24.25% 44.45% 25.24% 4.67% 1.39% 
Northamptonshire 20.84% 42.50% 29.19% 5.71% 1.76% 
East Northants. 16.07% 42.06% 33.23% 6.42% 2.22% 
Plan Area 12.14% 37.97% 38.96% 8.09% 2.83% 
Oundle 15.46% 43.04% 33.76% 5.57% 2.16% 
Thrapston 11.75% 39.45% 40.49% 6.13% 2.18% 
King's Forest 10.86% 38.74% 38.35% 9.55% 2.49% 
Barnwell 6.91% 31.42% 46.41% 10.04% 5.22% 
Dryden 11.08% 37.42% 39.90% 8.34% 3.26% 
Lower Nene 7.51% 36.77% 42.11% 10.81% 2.80% 
Lyveden 13.48% 36.84% 37.74% 9.24% 2.70% 
Prebendal 10.56% 33.52% 41.69% 10.56% 3.66% 
Fineshade 14.86% 39.44% 35.69% 7.78% 2.22% 
Ringstead 10.78% 35.18% 42.66% 8.08% 3.29% 
Woodford 15.74% 35.35% 35.87% 9.81% 3.23% 

Source: 2001 Census ONS 

The Plan should: 
•	 Acknowledge the transport plans and policies for the wider area and the 

region to ensure the development of an integrated, robust and cohesive 
sustainable transport system. 

•	 Seek in particular to reduce the need to travel and promote accessibility for 
all, with the development of a sustainable transport system, which promotes 
alternatives to the use of the private car. 

Employment and Economy 

Structure of Employment 

Tables 5 and 6 provide information on the structure of employment for the workforce 
resident in the Plan Area and the workforce employed in the Area. 

As with other rural areas employment in the primary sector, particularly agriculture, 
forestry and to a lesser extent the extractive industries in the Plan Area, has been 
traditionally dominant. However, while their significance for employment has declined 
substantially, they are still of more importance to the local economy than they are to 
the economy of England and Wales, or the District as a whole. 

Manufacturing is of less importance in the Plan Area than elsewhere in the District 
and adjacent areas of the County, where the traditional economic base has been 
primarily focussed on manufacturing, with strong links to the footwear industry. 
Nevertheless, it accounts for more employment than it does in England and Wales 



and is still a valuable source of employment within the Plan Area and nearby centres, 
albeit probably in decline, as local economies restructure. 

Construction accounts for a small, but nevertheless very significant amount of 
employment at all levels of analysis. 

The Service Sector has become increasingly dominant in the local economy of the 
Plan Area; a development which is shared with the wider economy, although it 
accounts for a significantly lower proportion of employment than for England and 
Wales. This sector is extremely diverse as indicated by the Tables 5 and 6. 

In common with nearby areas in North Northamptonshire there has been some 
significant recent growth in employment in the storage and distribution and the 
transport communications sectors, which has taken advantage of the good transport 
infrastructure and the availability of land for such development.  This has led to the 
development of a range of distribution parks across North Northamptonshire. There 
has also been an increase in jobs in the public sector (including health and 
education).  

The attractiveness of the Plan Area accounts for the growing importance of the visitor 
and tourism market, with a substantial amount of employment engaged in providing 
accommodation, catering, visitor attractions and associated retailing activities. 

The provision of office accommodation in the Plan Area is extremely limited and 
principally located in the two towns. It tends to be small in scale, located in town 
centres and primarily of a specialist nature to serve local needs. 

The ‘knowledge economy’ is becoming an increasingly important element of the 
Service Sector. It accounts for approximately 13% in Northamptonshire, 10% in the 
East Midlands and 15% in G.B, although the level of such employment in the  Plan 
Area is not as yet known. However, it is situated close to the Oxford to Cambridge 
Arc, a region of high tech, fast growth knowledge based employment sectors. The 
proximity of SATRA at Kettering, the Wellingborough Innovation Centre and the 
opportunities for further development illustrate the growing influence that these 
sectors are developing locally including, potentially, the Plan Area. 



Table 5: Structure of Employment (resident population) 
Plan Area % East Northants % Eng and Wales % 

Primary 4.79 2.46 2.50 
Agriculture, Forestry and 3.95 1.80 1.52 
Fishing 
Mining and Quarrying 0.18 0.12 0.25 
Energy and Water 0.66 0.54 0.73 
Manufacturing 18.24 21.03 14.96 
Construction 7.63 7.94 6.77 
Services 69.35 68.58 75.77 
Wholesale and Retail 
Trade 

14.57 18.20 16.83 

Hotels and Catering 4.52 3.36 4.76 
Transport, Storage and 5.9 7.14 7.01 
Distribution 
Financial Intermediation 3.43 2.89 4.73 
Real Estate, Renting and 
Business Activity 

13.81 12.35 12.97 

Public Administration and 4.20 3.79 5.72 
Defence 
Education 10.06 7.58 7.76 
Health and Social Work 8.53 8.76 10.81 
Other Services 4.33 4.51 5.18 

Source: 2001 Census ONS 

Table 6: Structure of Employment (Working population) 
Plan Area % East Northants % Eng and Wales % 

Primary n/a n/a 1.3 
Agriculture and Fishing n/a n/a 0.8 
Energy and Water n/a n/a 0.5 
Manufacturing 19.8 21.3 12.1 
Construction 4.8 6.0 4.4 
Services 74.2 71.3 82.2 
Distribution, Hotels and 
Restaurants 

17.7 23.3 24.8 

Transport and 
Communications 

16.6 10.4 6.0 

Banking, Finance and 
Insurance 

13.6 13.0 20.2 

Public Admin, Education 
and Health 

22.9 18.9 26.1 

Other Services 3.4 5.7 5.1 

Source: Annual Business Inquiry Employee Analysis (Nomis January 2006) 

If the occupations of the resident workforce are considered it is apparent from Table 
7 that, while there are some variations between the proportion in each of the 
categories across the levels of analysis, it is particularly significant for the Managers 
and Senior Officials category, between the Plan Area, the District and most 
especially Great Britain. The far greater proportion of this category in the Plan Area 
will to some extent be reflected in the socio-economic structure. 



Table 7: Occupational Groups 
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Great Britain 14.9 11.2 13.9 13.2 11.8 6.9 7.7 8.7 11.8 
East Northants. 17.7 9.8 11.6 11.6 13.8 6.7 5.8 10.5 12.6 
Plan Area 22.4 14.0 11.2 10.0 13.7 5.8 3.9 6.5 10.6 
Oundle 19.2 20.7 13.1 9.3 10.8 6.6 5.0 4.5 10.6 
Thrapston 21.2 9.8 11.9 11.3 11.9 6.3 5.8 10.1 11.6 
Kings Forest 24.5 13.3 11.1 7.9 14.5 5.5 3.5 9.6 10.3 
Barnwell 26.7 15.6 13.3 8.6 13.4 6.0 3.9 4.8 7.7 
Dryden 23.4 14.3 10.1 9.6 15.0 6.8 3.3 7.5 10.0 
Lower Nene 25.6 14.6 14.5 12.6 13.4 3.7 3.6 4.1 8.0 
Lyvden 23.4 12.8 11.5 8.5 12.3 7.0 4.7 9.0 1.08 
Prebendal 21.5 15.0 13.3 10.7 14.5 4.5 4.2 6.5 9.6 
Fineshade 21.1 13.5 11.2 10.5 15.6 4.2 2.6 8.6 12.7 
Ringstead 19.9 13.4 11.4 10.9 15.8 7.4 2.7 6.9 11.6 
Woodford 19.5 10.7 11.9 10.6 13.3 5.5 3.6 11.9 13.2 

Source: 2001 Census ONS 

Business Growth 

VAT Registrations provide a measure of business growth. These figures have not yet 
been obtained for the Plan Area, although it should be noted that there has been 
some significant growth in the Region and the District. 

Travel to Work 

The Plan Area is characterised by relatively high levels of outward commuting, 
compared to adjacent areas in the District and the County, which in terms of 
employment tend to be much more self contained and reliant. Inward commuting is 
relatively insignificant. This, together with the traditional rural character of the area, 
could account for a relatively low job density. 

The two towns of Oundle and Thrapston, as rural service centres, provide some local 
employment within the Plan Area, while some of the villages in the Plan Area, 
particularly King’s Cliffe, provide some limited employment.  However, there is 
considerable reliance on the four towns, beyond the Plan Area, in the south of the 
District for employment, as well as at nearby Corby, Kettering, Northampton and 
Wellingborough. In addition, commuting to Huntingdonshire and Peterborough is 
significant. However despite the nearby ‘Midland Main Line’ rail links at 
Wellingborough and Kettering, commuting to London is not significant. Data on the 
origins and destinations of journeys to work for the Plan Area have yet to be 
obtained. 



Data on the mode of travel to work and the distance travelled, as recorded in Tables 
8 and 9, are important indicators of transport sustainability.  It can be seen that travel 
by car/van is by far the highest mode of transport for work trips in the Plan Area, 
although less than for the District as a whole. With regard to the more sustainable 
options few people rely on public transport although walking, and to a small extent 
cycling, are of greater significance.   In terms of the distance travelled to work the 
majority of the working population of the Plan Area i.e. about 60% travel less than 20 
km, although a significant 6% travel 60 km or more. 

Recent research suggests that working from home is becoming more significant in 
rural areas with improvements in access to the internet across the District. 

Table 8 : Travel to work by mode % 
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Oundle 3688 5.91% 1.03% 0.89% 0.46% 38.34% 3.52% 3.34% 9.73% 0.27% 0.08% 36.42% 

Thrapston 3457 6.51% 0.75% 0.38% 0.46% 52.27% 3.79% 1.42% 8.85% 0.29% 0.00% 25.28% 

Plan Area 19038 9.13% 1.24% 0.77% 0.58% 45.77% 3.75% 1.53% 6.04% 0.39% 0.14% 30.67% 

East Northants 54804 6.91% 0.92% 1.35% 0.59% 47.10% 4.76% 1.33% 6.67% 0.22% 0.20% 29.94% 

East Midlands 3020752 5.74% 0.67% 4.43% 0.66% 38.33% 4.41% 2.07% 6.66% 0.24% 0.26% 36.51% 

Eng. and Wales 37607438 5.77% 4.45% 4.65% 0.69% 34.70% 3.93% 1.73% 6.29% 0.29% 0.33% 37.17% 

Source: 2001 Census ONS and DfT 2001. 

Table 9: Distance Travelled to Work % 
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England and 
Wales 

9.20 20.02 20.00 18.22 15.24 5.37 2.35 2.15 2.73 4.40 0.26 0.06 

East Midlands 9.04 21.35 20.38 17.60 14.58 5.67 2.25 1.85 3.19 3.84 0.21 0.04 
Northampton
shire 

8.98 20.30 20.60 15.40 14.70 6.60 2.63 2.18 4.38 4.00 0.18 0.03 

East Northants 9.87 19.63 9.07 15.19 19.66 11.24 3.22 2.50 4.73 4.62 0.24 0.03 
Plan Area 14.43 13.21 9.01 12.03 24.8 8.64 3.21 3.06 6.05 5.19 0.28 0.09 
Oundle 9.31 35.75 2.73 2.56 25.98 8.63 3.03 2.48 5.34 3.93 0.26 0.00 
Thrapston 8.71 23.41 3.87 5.22 29.37 10.26 4.02 4.00 6.23 4.64 0.27 0.00 

Source: 2001 Census ONS and DfT 2001. 

Average Earnings 
It is probable that average earnings in the Plan Area Northamptonshire exceed those 
for England and adjacent areas in the County, but this needs to be confirmed. 



Economic Activity and Unemployment 

Tables 10 and 11 show that the percentage of persons who are economically active 
is significantly higher in the Plan Area than for England and Wales and the Region 
and comparable with the rate for the County and the District. 

Table 10: Economically Inactive % 

Reason for Inactivity % Total Inactive 

People 
aged 16
74: Econ. 

People aged 
16-74: Econ. 
inactive: 

People 
aged 16
74: Econ. 

People 
aged 16
74: Econ. 

People 
aged 16
74: Econ. 

inactive: 
Other 

Permanently 
sick / disabled 

inactive: 
Looking 
after 

inactive: 
Student 

inactive: 
Retired 

home / 
family 

England and Wales 9.33% 16.50% 19.46% 14.04% 40.67% 33.46% 

East Midlands 8.52% 16.07% 18.83% 13.65% 42.92% 32.92% 

Northants. 8.99% 14.74% 21.06% 11.80% 43.41% 27.61% 

East Northants. 7.09% 12.59% 23.37% 11.62% 45.34% 27.30% 

Plan Area 6.24% 9.89% 22.75% 16.04% 45.09% 28.73% 

Barnwell 5.68% 8.27% 26.87% 11.11% 48.06% 27.31% 

Dryden 5.82% 10.25% 26.32% 8.31% 49.31% 27.43% 

Fineshade 6.87% 8.53% 22.99% 7.82% 53.79% 34.99% 

King's Forest 7.04% 9.95% 27.43% 7.28% 48.30% 30.47% 

Lower Nene 7.21% 8.89% 27.40% 9.86% 46.63% 29.55% 

Lyveden 7.39% 11.65% 23.30% 11.08% 46.59% 26.00% 

Oundle 2.96% 6.31% 14.02% 39.64% 37.07% 34.83% 

Prebendal 7.02% 8.77% 28.07% 7.89% 48.25% 27.63% 

Ringstead 8.64% 14.62% 26.58% 6.31% 43.85% 24.67% 

Thrapston 8.84% 13.82% 24.91% 9.22% 43.21% 23.21% 

Woodford 6.43% 13.11% 21.34% 8.23% 50.90% 28.23% 

Source 2001 Census ONS 



Table 11 : Economic Activity % 

Type of Activity% 

People People aged People People People aged Total Active 
aged 16- 16-74: Econ. aged 16-74: aged 16-74: 16-74: Econ. 
74: Econ. active: Econ active: Econ. active: 
active: Unemployed Self- active: Employees 
Full-time employed Employees Part-time 
student Full-time 

England and 
Wales 

3.86% 5.04% 12.45% 60.95% 17.71% 66.54% 

East Midlands 3.70% 4.87% 11.50% 61.22% 18.71% 67.08% 

Northants. 3.43% 3.87% 11.23% 64.15% 17.32% 72.39% 

East Northants. 2.36% 3.44% 12.69% 64.37% 17.15% 72.70% 

Plan Area 2.46% 2.51% 17.46% 60.38% 17.18% 71.27% 

Barnwell 2.43% 2.33% 24.56% 54.95% 15.73% 72.69% 

Dryden 2.62% 1.68% 19.16% 59.37% 17.17% 72.57% 

Fineshade 3.32% 4.08% 21.68% 55.74% 15.18% 65.01% 

King's Forest 1.70% 2.55% 21.91% 58.09% 15.74% 69.53% 

Lower Nene 2.02% 1.51% 22.08% 58.47% 15.93% 70.45% 

Lyveden 2.10% 2.69% 20.06% 58.48% 16.67% 74.00% 

Oundle 3.58% 2.08% 13.57% 61.16% 19.61% 65.17% 

Prebendal 2.23% 2.68% 21.99% 54.35% 18.75% 72.37% 

Ringstead 1.96% 3.26% 17.74% 59.63% 17.41% 75.33% 

Thrapston 2.15% 2.56% 10.69% 68.11% 16.49% 76.79% 

Woodford 2.02% 3.13% 16.78% 60.26% 17.80% 71.77% 

Source 2001 Census ONS 

Unemployment in the Plan Area and East Northamptonshire has traditionally been 
relatively low and this remains the case, compared to the position for England and 
Wales, the Region and the County, as well as the District as a whole, although to a 
lesser extent. Further work will be undertaken to ascertain the latest position. 

The Plan should: 
•	 Encourage the growth and diversification of the economy to meet 

requirements in a manner which would be the most economically, socially and 
environmentally sustainable. 

•	 Recognise the need to develop the degree of self containment and reliance 
to reduce commuting 

•	 Assess and acknowledge the contribution which can be made by existing and 
potential business sectors, as appropriate. 

•	 Maintain and enhance the economic and social vitality of Thrapston and 
Oundle. 

•	 Acknowledge the need to develop the vitality of the rural economy, 
recognising the problems associated with population dispersal, accessibility, 



isolation and disadvantage and developing the interdependence of rural 
communities and their relationship with nearby towns. 

•	 Locate development to maximise accessibility and social inclusion and 
promote the provision of a complementary mixture of uses. 

•	 Facilitate access to employment opportunities by alternatives to the private 
car  in order to reduce car dependency. 

•	 Take account of economic initiatives and market forces, within and beyond 
the Plan Area, at a local, regional, national and international level. 

Retail 

Retailing is largely focussed within the local centres of Oundle and Thrapston, within 
or close to town centres, with no significant out of town developments. Elsewhere 
some small scale provision exists, principally in villages, often in association with 
other facilities, such as Post Offices. The amount of vacant retail units in Oundle and 
Thrapston is relatively low, with only one in Oundle and three in Thrapston, as at 
August 2005. Retail provision in the Area helps satisfy the ‘day to day’ needs of the 
respective populations of each town, as well as the areas they serve, for 
convenience and, to a limited extent, comparison shopping. To some extent 
provision, especially in Oundle, is directed towards the visitor market. Tables 12 and 
13 show the number of retail units by ‘Use Class’ and whether they are within 
‘Defined Shopping Frontages’ and ‘Defined Shopping Area’. It shows a total of 113 
units in Oundle and 60 in Thrapston, with only 0.9% vacant in the former and 3% in 
the latter, providing some indication of the relative scale of provision and the relative 
health of each town. 

Table 12: Oundle Retail Survey July 2005 

Use Inside DSF Inside DSA DSA Outside Total 
Class Only outside DSF DSA 

No % No % No % No % No % 
A1 40 65.6 11 32.4 51 54.3 5 27.8 56 49.6 
A2 12 19.7 6 17.6 18 19.2 2 11.1 20 17.7 
A3 3 4.9 2 5.9 5 5.3 1 5.6 6 5.3 
A4 1 1.6 2 5.9 3 3.2 0 0 3 2.7 
A5 1 1.6 1 2.9 2 2.1 1 5.6 3 2.7 
B1 1 1.6 1 2.9 2 2.1 2 11.1 4 3.5 
C1 0 0 3 8.8 3 3.2 1 5.6 4 3.5 
C3 1 1.6 7 20.6 8 8.5 4 22.2 12 10.6 
D1 1 1.6 1 2.9 2 2.1 2 11.1 4 3.5 

D2 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sui 
generis 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vacant 1 1.6 0 0 1 1.1 0 0 1 0.9 
Total 61 100 34 100 94 100 18 100 113 100 

Source: East Northamptonshire Council 



Table 13: Thrapston Retail Survey August 2005 

Use Inside DSF Inside DSA, DSA Outside Total 
Class Only outside DSF DSA 

No % No % No % No % No % 
A1 21 45.7 1 12.5 22 40.7 5 83.3 27 45 
A2 13 28.3 2 25 15 27.8 0 0 15 25 
A3 1 2.2 1 12.5 2 3.7 0 0 2 3.3 
A4 2 4.3 1 12.5 3 5.6 0 0 3 5 
A5 3 6.5 1 12.5 4 7.4 0 0 4 6.6 
B1 1 2.2 0 0 1 1.9 0 0 1 1.7 
C1 0 0 1 12.5 1 1.9 0 0 1 1.7 
C3 1 2.2 0 0 1 1.9 0 0 1 1.7 
D1 0 0 1 12.5 1 1.9 0 0 1 1.7 
Sui 

generis 
1 2.2 0 0 1 1.9 1 16.7 2 3.3 

Vacant 3 6.5 0 0 3 5.6 0 0 3 5 
Total 46 100 8 100 54 100 6 100 60 100 

Source: East Northamptonshire Council 

Notwithstanding this the Plan Area is, to a major extent, dependent upon both 
convenience and comparison provision in larger nearby centres, principally Rushden, 
Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough. Kettering provides the main retail offer with a 
range of stores in the town centre and on the edge of town. Wellingborough and 
particularly Corby have a relatively weak retail offer in comparison. While Rushden is 
smaller than the other centres, its convenient location for particularly the southern 
part of the Plan Area and recent improvements in its retail vitality combine to 
enhance its significance. 

The location of these centres makes them vulnerable to competition from higher 
order retail centres e.g. Northampton, Bedford, Milton Keynes Peterborough and 
Leicester, with a generally greater retail offer and where investment and expansion 
are being aggressively pursued. These centres also compete for leisure and 
entertainment sectors. 

The Plan should:  
•	 Help strengthen and enhance the town centres of Oundle and Thrapston as a 

focus for retailing and contribute to their regeneration. 
•	 Help realise the economic benefits of retailing, where it is consistent with 

safeguarding the environment and amenity and does not conflict with other 
aspects of social and economic sustainability. 

•	 Support the retention and enhancement of retail and associated service 
facilities in both towns and villages to meet the needs of the local community. 

•	 Help maximise the communities’ accessibility to retail facilities, in a manner 
which recognises the relationships between settlements, within and beyond 
the Plan Area. 



Leisure and Recreation Provision  

Much of leisure and recreation provision is directed at meeting the needs of the local 
community, although in some cases it has a dual function by providing a visitor 
attraction or facility. There is a concentration of provision in Oundle and Thrapston, 
but with some facilities in villages primarily meeting local needs while others provide 
opportunities for countryside recreation. Gaps nevertheless exist in provision, as can 
be expected in a rural area. To some extent these shortfalls are met by nearby 
facilities beyond the Plan Area. These include cinemas and theatres, theme parks, 
leisure centres, clubs, sports facilities and catering establishments in Corby, 
Kettering, Wellingborough and Rushden, while further such facilities can be accessed 
in the wider area, for example at Northampton and Peterborough. 

The environmental infrastructure and cultural assets of the wider area also comprise 
a valuable recreation and leisure asset for the Area, including extensive tracts of 
attractive countryside, various Country Parks and prominent sites of historic 
importance such as Rockingham Castle, Boughton House and Deene Park. 

An ‘Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study’ for the District is being prepared and is 
currently in draft form. When finalised it will provide a record and assessment of 
such facilities in the Plan Area. 

The Plan should:  
•	 Help strengthen and enhance Oundle and Thrapston as a focus for leisure 

and recreation, including the contribution that the facilities make to the 
regeneration of both towns, their viability and vitality and their respective 
centres, in a manner which recognises the relationships between settlements, 
within and beyond the Plan Area. 

•	 Support the retention and enhancement of recreation and leisure facilities and 
associated services in both towns and villages to meet the needs of the local 
community. 

•	 Help maximise the communities’ accessibility to recreation and leisure 
facilities, in a manner which recognises the relationships between 
settlements, within and beyond the Plan Area. 

•	 Help realise the economic benefits of leisure and tourism, where it is 
consistent with safeguarding the environment and amenity and does not 
conflict with other aspects of social and economic sustainability. 

Housing 

Table 14 shows the size distribution of the dwelling stock in the Plan Area in 2001, as 
well as the type and tenure of the accommodation provided. More recent figures 
compiled by the Council show that the Plan Area had a dwelling stock of 11,786 in 
2005. The major focus of housing development has been Oundle and Thrapston, 
with 2,124 and 2,246 dwellings respectively, although collectively the rural area 
beyond accounts for a larger proportion of the dwelling stock, amounting to 7,416 
units, primarily accommodated in villages. Most of the dwelling stock in the Plan Area 
in 2001 comprised detached and semi detached houses followed by terraced 
properties. In common with most rural areas the number of flats and apartments is 
relatively insignificant. For England and the Region the proportion of terraced 
properties and flats/apartments are generally more significant. It would seem that 
three bed  dwellings predominate, although the number of properties with more 
bedrooms is significant and increasing. This needs to be confirmed. Owner 
occupation in the Plan Area is the predominant form of tenure by some margin, with 



public and private rented now less significant, although private rented and particularly 
public rented, via housing associations, are more important than for England and the 
Region. Conversely the proportion of public rented from the Local Authority is far less 
for the Plan Area than for England and the Region. 

Table 14: Dwelling and Housing Tenure 2001 
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Oundle 2,028 46.6 25.7 17.9 9.8 72.4 10.2 4.0 13.4 

Thrapston 2,001 43.9 32.4 17.2 6.45 81.1 5.5 3.8 9.6 

Plan Area 10,431 48.4 28.1 17.6 5.8 73.1 10.1 4.2 12.6 

E Midlands 1.8 m 32.2 36.3 21.3 9.8 72.2 8.3 13.8 5.7 

England 21.26m 22.5 31.6 25.8 19.7 68.7 9.9 13.2 8.2 

Notes: No. of dwellings equates to household spaces Housing tenure relates to households 
Source: 2001 Census ONS National Neighbourhood Statistics 

In 2004 the Council commissioned a Housing Needs Survey. It confirmed that the 
need for affordable housing was an important issue in Oundle, Thrapston and the 
villages. This need has arisen as a consequence of the substantial increase in house 
prices caused, to a large extent, by in migration to an attractive rural area, disparities 
in relative affluence and an inability of certain members of the community to 
effectively compete in the local housing market. These housing demand factors have 
been compounded by limitations on housing supply arising from the rural character of 
the area, with its relatively dispersed population and shortage of facilities, services 
and opportunities, as well as the environmental constraints that prevail. For example 
the attractive appearance and character of the settlements in rural areas often makes 
it difficult to seek to satisfy affordable housing needs, without detracting from their 
contribution to visual amenity. Furthermore, any potential for development that does 
exist is often limited to infill developments and small groups of dwellings often below 
the threshold at which affordable housing contributions could be sought. While rural 
exception sites may provide some opportunities this is often limited by environmental 
considerations. 

As a consequence of the lack of affordable housing many people are unable to 
continue residing in rural areas and move to urban areas to seek improved housing 
opportunities, better access to facilities and services and a wider range of 
employment opportunities. This can impinge upon the vitality, viability and 
sustainability of rural communities, which exhibit less diversity as a consequence and 
suffer further decline in the level of services, facilities and employment opportunities 
that are available. 

The Plan should: 
•	 Make provision for delivering affordable housing in both urban and rural 

areas, for identified local need, in the most sustainable sites. 
•	 Support initiatives such as ‘exception sites’ for rural affordable housing. 



•	 Retain affordable housing in perpetuity and policies that promote 
development through a Registered Social Landlord and use of planning 
obligations. 

•	 Give clear definition on what the authority considers to be affordable in the 
Plan Area in terms of the relationship between local income levels and house 
prices or rents for different types of households. 

•	 Seek to ensure  housing developments in both urban and rural areas should 
promote social inclusion. 

•	 Ensure that affordable housing in rural areas is appropriately located, of the 
right tenure, of a high quality design and correct scale, to fit into the 
surrounding built and natural environment. 

Health 

There is no hospital provision within the Plan Area. However, Kettering General 
Hospital  serves a wide catchment area, including the Plan Area, which is also 
served by hospital provision at Peterborough and Stamford. Some specialist hospital 
services are available at Wellingborough and Rushden. In general it is considered 
that this hospital provision gives the local community reasonably good access to 
health facilities. 

There are four doctors’ surgeries in the Plan Area, including one at Oundle and 
Woodford and two at Thrapston. The only optician’s practice and dentist in the Area 
are at Thrapston. A pharmacy is available in Thrapston and two in Oundle. The 
availability of and accessibility to these health facilities in the Plan Area can therefore 
at best be considered to be variable and relatively poor for residents of the more rural 
areas. However, it should be noted that facilities in neighbouring towns, just beyond 
the Area, contribute towards meeting the community’s needs. 

According to the 2001 Census life expectancy for the residents of the District for 
those born between 2001 and 2003 is 79.4. Table 15 shows life expectancy for 
males to be 77.3 years and 81.5 years for females. This is marginally better than for 
the Region and England and Wales.  

Table 16 shows that 73% of residents in the Plan Area consider their health to be 
good and this figure is exceeded in both Oundle and Thrapston. This situation is 
significantly better than that for the District as a whole, the Region and England and 
Wales. With regard to long term illness a similar picture is apparent with 14% of 
residents in the Plan Area suffering from a long term illness, which is even less for 
Oundle and Thrapston. The rate for the Plan Area is lower than the District figure and 
significantly less than for the Region and England and Wales. 

Table 15: Health 
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Life expectancy at birth (Male) - - - 77.3 76.3 76.1 
Life expectancy at birth (Female) - - - 81.5 80.5 80.7 
Death Rates -   103 101 100 
Teen pregnancies per 1000 pop - - - - 56.1 59.7 



Source:  2001 Census ONS & Home Office 2003 

Table 16: Health 

General Health % Long-term 
illness 

Good Fairly Good Not Good 
Eng. & Wales 68.55 22.23 9.22 18.23 
East Midlands 67.58 23.27 9.14 18.41 
Northamptonshire 70.63 21.9 7.47 15.51 
East Northants. 70.63 22.17 7.2 15.2 
Plan Area 72.90 20.51 6.57 14.42 
Oundle 76.2 17.92 5.87 13.36 
Thrapston 74.69 19.11 6.2 12.58 
King’s Forest 70.89 22.24 6.87 16.43 
Barnwell 74.64 19.52 5.84 13.68 
Dryden 75.18 19.28 5.54 14.9 
Lower Nene 75.05 18.74 6.21 13.15 
Lyvden 72.29 20.97 6.74 15.44 
Prebendal 72.6 20.62 6.78 14.13 
Fineshade 70.48 23.15 6.37 15.55 
Ringstead 70.44 21.51 8.05 14.6 
Woodford 69.75 22.51 7.75 14.6 

Source:  2001 Census ONS 

The Plan should: 
•	 Seek to improve accessibility to health facilities particularly for the residents of 

the more remote rural parts of the Area and for other disadvantaged groups. 
•	 Work in partnership with deliverers of other services to ensure health and 

accessibility to health facilities are improved. 
•	 Address the contribution the planning system can make towards delivering 

healthier environments through, for example, sustainable transport systems, 
the provision of sport and leisure facilities, building design and ensuring 
accessibility for all. 

Crime 

Crime and the fear of crime can undermine the quality of life and social cohesion. 
A wide range of factors have implications for levels of crime and the fear of crime and 
planning can make a considerable contribution to reducing both. This can include the 
provision of community facilities, support for wealth creation in the local community 
and guidance for the design of development. 

Table 17 shows that rates of crime in the Plan Area per 1000 population are lower 
than for the District as a whole, the County and England and Wales. Theft from motor 
vehicles and violent crimes account for more than 20 crimes per 1,000 population, 
which Table 18 shows is less than for England and Wales, particularly in the case of 
the latter. 



Table 17: Crime In East Northamptonshire April 2003 – March 2004 

Area 

No. Of 
Crimes 

Population 
(2001 
Census) 

Crimes per 
1000 
Population 

District/ 
Borough 
Rank 

County 
Rank 

Oundle 303 5345 56.69 8 67 
Thrapston 428 4855 88.16 6 54 
Plan Area 1624 26544 61.18 
East Northants 6151 76550 80.35 
Northamptonshire 78571 629676 124.78 
England And Wales 6533205 58124600 112.40 

Source: ComPaSS Unit 

Table 18: Rates of Incidence of Crime in East Northamptonshire 
April 2003 – March 2004 

Crime 
East Northamptonshire 
(Per 1000 Population) 

England And Wales (Per 
1000 Population) 

All Reported Incidents 80.35 112.40 
Domestic Burglaries 3.50 15.50 
Theft from Motor Vehicles 9.12 11.30 
Theft of Motor Vehicles 3.53 5.50 
Violent Crimes 12.30 22.60 

Source: ComPaSS Unit, Home Office Crime Stats and ENC 

The Plan should: 
•	 Promote the creation of wealth in the community through the development of 

a sustainable economy with access to employment for all. 
•	 Ensure the provision of a range of services and facilities which meet the 

needs of the community and are accessible to all. 
•	 Promote well-designed places which contribute to minimising crime and 

where people feel safe and secure, thereby reducing the fear of crime.  

Education 

Table 19 shows that two of the primary schools in the Plan Area are operating 
beyond their net capacity, while six more are at, or within 25 places of their capacity 
figures. Some schools are operating at capacity. While greater spare capacity exists 
at secondary level, the surplus is relatively modest at Thrapston.   



Table 19: Schools Capacity 

OUNDLE (3 Tier)  -Secondary (
Prince William School  
OUNDLE (3 Tier)  -Secondary (
The King John M, Thrapston 
Oundle & Kings Cliffe M 
OUNDLE (3 Tier) - Primary (Lower) 
Trinity CE L, Aldwincle 
Easton Garfords P 
Glapthorn CE L 
Kings Cliffe L  
Nassington P 
Oundle CE P  
Polebrook CE P  
Thrapston P  
Titchmarsh CE P 
Warmington P 

Net 
Capacity 

Upper) 
1201 

Middle) 
499 
796 

112 

Jan 05 

1130 

427 
692 

117 
90 48 
75 69 

112 95 
75 65 

225 239 
85 69 

450 424 
75 64 
75 51 

Jan 10 

1129 

467 
639 

126 
35 
72 
97 
64 

255 
61 

400 
52 
50 

Surplus (+) 
Deficit ( ) 

72 

32 
157 

-14 
55 
3 

15 
11 

-30 
24 
50 
23 
25 

Source: Northamptonshire CC School Organisation Plan 2003-8 September 2005 

While there are no further education establishments available within the Plan Area it 
is well served by those located nearby at Corby, Kettering, Peterborough, Stamford 
and Wellingborough. In this regard the Tresham Institute is a notable provider. With 
regard to university facilities these are available within a reasonable distance at 
Cambridge, Cranfield, De Montfort, Leicester, Northampton, Loughborough and 
Nottingham.  

The proportion of people in the Plan Area with no qualifications is significantly less 
than for the District as a whole, the Region and England and Wales, with the figure 
for Oundle being substantially lower, as shown by Table 20. With regard to the 
proportion of people with qualifications at Level 4/5 the reverse is generally true, 
although the figure for Thrapston is more comparable with that for the District as a 
whole, the Region and England and Wales. These figures demonstrate that the 
population of the Plan Area generally have the benefit of being relatively well 
qualified. 



Table 20: Education by Qualification Level 
Area Qualification % people aged 16 - 74 

No/Unknown 1 2 3 4 or 5 

Eng. and Wales 35.99% 16.63% 19.36% 8.26% 19.75% 

East Midlands 39.08% 17.69% 18.79% 7.81% 16.63% 

Northamptonshire 36.32% 18.78% 20.93% 7.38% 16.60% 

East Northants. 35.49% 19.16% 22.09% 6.82% 16.44% 

Oundle 24.06% 13.70% 26.51% 7.27% 28.46% 

Thrapston 32.12% 19.40% 22.55% 7.75% 18.18% 

King’s Forest* 30.92% 14.79% 22.12% 7.03% 25.15% 

Barnwell* 24.91% 13.69% 24.42% 8.40% 28.58% 

Dryden* 32.60% 15.58% 19.45% 9.12% 23.25% 

Lower Nene* 26.21% 13.42% 21.02% 7.95% 31.39% 

Lyveden* 31.83% 14.03% 21.86% 7.46% 24.82% 

Prebendal* 27.14% 15.75% 21.81% 7.84% 27.46% 

Fineshade* 32.84% 15.17% 21.23% 7.63% 23.13% 

Ringstead* 38.03% 16.23% 20.98% 6.15% 18.61% 

Woodford* 39.62% 15.38% 19.67% 5.73% 19.59% 

Source: 2001 Census ONS 

The Plan should: 
•	 Address the need for school accommodation to meet he needs of the local 

community and support any expansion of provision in the most sustainable 
locations, taking into account the capacity of existing schools and the need to 
maximise accessibility in both urban and rural areas, wherever possible. 

•	 Consider how it can contribute to enhancing accessibility for all to further 
education and training opportunities. 

Deprivation 

The 2004 Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) shows that overall the Plan Area does 
not experience significant deprivation compared to other parts of the County, the 
Region or England. However, pockets of deprivation could exist in the two towns and 
also in the rural areas, where due to the dispersal of settlements people can 
experience difficulties in accessing services, facilities and employment opportunities. 
This is likely to be more of an issue for those members of the local community who 
do not have access to a car. 



The Plan should:  
•	 Should focus upon reducing relative deprivation, by promoting the provision of 

and access to facilities, services and opportunities for all. 
•	 Acknowledge the problems associated with population dispersal, accessibility, 

isolation and disadvantage in rural areas and develop the interdependence of 
rural communities and their relationship with nearby towns. 

•	 Enable non-planning delivery mechanisms to focus on and satisfy the needs 
of the local community. 

Environment and Natural Resources 

Ecology and Biodiversity 

Changing agricultural, forestry and river-management practices, urban expansion, 
road development, mineral extraction, pollution, water abstraction and climate 
change have had a dramatic effect on the ecology and biodiversity of the Plan Area. 
There has been a steady decline in the areas that can be defined as semi-natural 
habitats of wildlife importance and those that have survived are often small and 
fragmented. The following key statistics illustrate the most recent changes across the 
County which, to varying degrees, are likely to be reflected within the Plan Area: 

•	 Since 1947 over 64% of the Ancient Woodlands have been lost 
•	 Between the mid 1980s and the mid 1990s around 10% of the surviving 

wildlife rich meadows have disappeared 
•	 Since 1900 more than 99% of semi-natural neutral grassland has been 

destroyed; 94 species of plant, 8 species of lichen, 3 species of mammal, 14 
species of bird, 16 species of butterfly, 13 species of moth and 3 species of 
grasshopper have become extinct. 

Today, the wildlife of the Plan Area comprises those plants and animals that have 
adapted to these dramatic changes, or have thrived in a wide variety of habitats, by 
taking advantage of the new landscapes created over time. The Biodiversity Action 
Plan for Northamptonshire (BAP) identifies the range of habitats that remain in the 
county, subdividing them by broad habitat types, as recorded in Schedule 1. These 
collectively comprise the biodiversity resource. To varying degrees they are all 
represented in the Plan Area. 

Schedule 1: Northamptonshire BAP Priority Habitats 
Rivers and Wetlands: Rivers and Streams
 Open Standing Water
 Reedbeds and Swamps 

Wet and Marshy Grassland 
Springs and Flushes 

Trees and Woodlands: Lowland Mixed Woodland 
 Wet Woodland 

Lowland Wood-Pasture and Parkland 
Farmland: Cropped Land 

Field Margins and Beetle Banks
 Hedgerows 
Dry Grasslands and Heaths: Lowland Calcareous Grassland 

Acid Grassland and Heathland 
Lowland Neutral Grassland

 Road Verges
 Quarries and Gullets 
Towns and Villages: The Built Environment 

Urban Forest and Greenspace 



The Sustainability Appraisal for the Core Strategy for North Northamptonshire 
identifies the nationally and locally designated nature conservation sites and habitats 
across the Plan Area. These include Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), 
National Nature Reserves (NNRs), Local Nature Reserves (LNRs), and County 
Wildilife Sites (CWS). Regionally Important Geological/ Geomorphological Sites 
(RIGS) are also included. These are broadly concentrated along the Rivers Nene and 
across the Rockingham Forest Character Area. 

A recent study relating to the River Nene from Northampton to Thrapston has 
highlighted its significance for wintering birds.  It is likely that a number of lakes will 
be put forward for designation as Sites of Special Scientific Interest and potentially as 
a Special Protection Area. 

A target in the Government’s Public Service Agreement aims to ensure 95% of 
SSSI’s are in favourable or recovering condition by 2010. The proportion within the 
Plan Area is yet to be determined, but for North Northamptonshire the figure is 55%, 
compared to 69% for the County. The condition of many of the County Wildlife Sites 
is unknown as many have not been surveyed for 10 years. A project to re-survey is 
underway. 

The Plan should: 
• 	 Seek to protect, enhance and increase wildlife habitats to achieve a net gain in 

biodiversity within urban and rural areas, including designated sites and, where 
possible, other resources of importance for nature conservation e.g. greenways, 
allotments and gardens. 

• 	 Acknowledge as appropriate the Biodiversity Action Plan for Northamptonshire 
and take full account of the affect of development on BAP listed species.  

• 	 Prevent the further fragmentation of habitats and where possible aid the 
aggregation of habitats, such as lowland heaths. 

• 	 Ensure the habitat value of the built environment as hibernation or breeding 
locations is fully taken into account in the consideration of development 
proposals.  

• 	 Take into account the potential ecological designations in the Nene Valley. 

Landscape 

The landscape is an important element of the cultural heritage which can contribute 
to biodiversity and amenity to those living near or within them. 

A landscape character assessment is currently being undertaken of the County for 
Northamptonshire County Council and comprises part of the Northamptonshire 
Environmental Characterisation Project, aiming to deliver a comprehensive, 
integrated, robust and transparent landscape characterisation, focussing on the 
contemporary, historic and ecological landscape.  

The character assessment process builds on the Countryside Character and Natural 
Area approach developed by the Countryside Agency and English Nature and is an 
objective appraisal, with no judgement made of a particular landscape’s value or 
quality. However, attention is given to identifying characteristics that are distinctive, 
rare or special. 



Details of the Character Areas and draft Landscape Character Assessment, for the 
Plan Area are recorded in the Sustainability Appraisal for the Core Spatial Strategy 
for North Northamptonshire. 

The Plan should: 
• 	Ensure new development respects specific landscape qualities and 

distinctiveness and does not harm features of importance for the historic and 
cultural heritage and ecology. 

• 	 Ensure the assessment informs the location, scale, form and design of new 
development, as well as the use of materials and is sympathetic to the character 
of the natural and built landscape environment. 

Cultural Heritage 

Listed Buildings (Grades I, II and II*), Ancient Monuments, Registered Parks and 
Gardens, Conservation Areas and areas of Ridge and Furrow are essential 
components of the cultural heritage of the Plan Area, which make a major and 
varying contribution to its local character and distinctiveness. Such features are 
distributed across the Plan Area and particularly important historical assets include 
Lyvden New Build, Lilford Hall, Deene Park, and Fotheringhay Church and Castle, as 
well as Rockingham Forest, which is partly within the Plan Area and comprises a 
former hunting forest. Despite the broad spread of features the historic town of 
Oundle, in particular, contains an important concentration. Details of the important 
heritage features of the Plan Area are included in the Sustainability Appraisal for the 
Core Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire. 

It is important to monitor listed buildings at risk which are held on a register published 
by English Heritage. Insofar as the Plan Area is concerned, there are only four such 
buildings, as follows: 

•	 Apethorpe Hall, Apethorpe Park, Apethorpe 
•	 Blatherwyke Stables, Blatherwyke 
•	 Dovecote north west of Apethorpe Hall, Apethorpe Park, Apethorpe 
•	 Dovecote on site of Manor House and Gardens, Wakerley 

The Northamptonshire Historic Landscape Character Assessment is a parallel study 
to the Landscape Character Assessment of the contemporary landscape. This 
important piece of work provides a detailed analysis of the cultural dimension of the 
landscape and allows for an understanding of the historic structure of the landscape, 
mapping the dynamics of change over a long period of time. The findings of the 
assessment will be integrated with the contemporary Landscape Character 
Assessment and other datasets to formulate the combined area character map. 
Details of the important heritage landscape of the Plan Area are included in the 
Sustainability Appraisal for the Core Strategy for North Northamptonshire.   

The Plan should: 
• 	 Ensure that all proposals for development take into account the historic built 

environment and ensure that development will help maintain and, where 
appropriate, improve the quality of the environment. 



Air 

In the UK air quality is judged against the National Air Quality Standards objectives. 
Standards are set for benzene, 1,3-Butadiene, carbon monoxide, lead, nitrogen 
dioxide, ozone, particles (PM10) and sulphur dioxide. Where monitoring of air quality 
in an area shows that it is unlikely to meet the standards then an Air Quality 
Management Area is designated and an Air Action Plan prepared. No such areas 
have been designated in the Plan Area. 

Poor air quality not only affects human health, it can also affect many wildlife habitats 
and species e.g. lichens can be severely affected by air quality. 

Some pollutants are readily dispersed in the atmosphere and their concentrations 
decrease rapidly away from the emission source.  However, secondary pollutants, 
which are formed from reactions in the air from primary pollutants, can affect large 
areas far from their sources (e.g. NO2, ozone). 

The main sources of pollution are road transport, and energy generation, industrial 
processes and domestic sources. Overall, energy generation, through the burning of 
carbon fuels, is the main source of pollution. 

Road transport is the fastest growing source of UK emissions and the main 
contributor to levels of all pollutants covered by the National Air Quality Standards, 
except sulphur dioxide. Traffic emissions can be reduced by developing a more 
sustainable transport system which reduces the need to travel and promotes 
alternatives to the use of the private car including public transport improvement.  Air 
pollutants associated with road use include:  

•	 particulate matter that can cause localised poor air quality and detrimental 
effects on respiratory heath,  

•	 nitrogen dioxide produced in all combustion in air, 
•	 carbon monoxide with negative health impacts,  
•	 benzene and 1,3 – butadiene which are recognised carcinogens. 

Air quality in Northamptonshire is generally in line with air quality targets and there 
are no Air Quality Management Areas.  Recent monitoring has recognised that some 
pollutants may increase in future as a result of general increase in road traffic in the 
Region. The latest Local Air Quality Management Progress Report (June 2005) for 
East Northamptonshire concludes “The district remains relatively good in terms of air 
quality and no major breaches of air quality guidelines is predicted.” 

The Plan should: 
• 	 Seek to reduce motorised road traffic or minimise any increase. 
• 	 Seek to ensure development is energy efficient, to reduce the use of fossil fuels. 
• 	 Seek to ensure the exposure of development to radon is reduced. 
• 	 Ensure sensitive development is not located near sources of air pollution, e.g. 

busy roads and industrial sites with polluting emissions to air. 
• 	 Increase the proportion of electricity generated from renewable sources, e.g. 

solar, wind, geothermal and biomass. 



Flood Risk 

Flooding can result in extensive damage to property and constitute a significant 
threat to community safety, as demonstrated by past events in the area. 
The hydrology of the area is dominated by the River Nene and its tributaries, with the 
main river flowing south west to north east across the area. The River Welland is also 
a major hydrological feature in the north. Indicative flood plains and major river 
channels are shown in the Sustainability Appraisal for the Core Spatial Strategy for 
North Northamptonshire.   

Flood Risk Management Strategies are in the process of development across the 
catchment and can offer opportunities to establish creative solutions. Lower lying 
areas are at risk of flooding and will be subject to appropriate management 
proposals. All new developments have the potential to explore opportunities to 
minimise surface water run-off, primarily through the use of Sustainable Drainage 
Systems. 

The Authority is currently in the process of obtaining information on the level of usage 
of sustainable drainage and water conservation technology. 

The Plan should: 
• 	 Ensure that development avoids locations liable to flood, or which could create or 

exacerbate a risk of flooding elsewhere, unless no suitable alternative exists and 
adequate mitigation measures are proposed. 

Water Quality and Conservation 

Information on the quality of water within the Plan Area is primarily collected by the 
Environment Agency, which deals with strategic water resource planning and 
management, the regulation of effluent discharges and water abstractions from public 
water companies. The provision of a clean and reliable supply of water is the 
responsibility of Anglian Water Services Limited, which is subject to regulation by the 
Drinking Water Inspectorate. 

Anglian Water Services Limited is largely responsible for the sewerage system and 
the treatment of sewage in the area in accordance with legislative controls. Both 
sewerage system and the treatment of sewage are potential sources of 
contamination e.g. discharges of untreated effluent can occur from emergency and 
storm over flows from sewerage systems, while discharges from sewage treatment 
works may contain a range of pollutants.  However, much of the pollution of surface 
waters, especially pollution of nitrates and phosphates, arises from agriculture, 
accounting for 11% of all water pollution incidents in England and Wales. Such 
pollution is beyond the control of the planning system. 

The Government’s River Quality Objectives seek to improve  water quality in the UK, 
with 91% of rivers being of at least ‘good’ water quality by 2005 Environment Agency 
data can identify which stretches of water are in decline and which are meeting high 
standards. 

The following has been taken from the Environment Agency’s website for the East 
Midlands. Of the 3500 km of watercourses monitored in 2003: 

• 	 95% of these were good or fair chemical quality 
• 	 97% were good or fair biological quality 



• 	 59% were poor nitrate quality and 44% were poor phosphate quality 
• 	 74% of our watercourses reached their RQO  
• 	 9% had significant failures of their RQO. 

It is likely that watercourses within the Plan Area are characterised by similar good 
quality water. 

Water is an important resource, the use of which needs to be carefully managed. Its 
efficient use water is necessary to minimise demand for water and the associated 
resources required for its supply. The use of sustainable drainage and water 
conservation techniques can not only assist with water conservation, but also help 
control flooding and limit pollution. 

The Authority is currently in the process of obtaining more localised information on 
ground and surface water quality, pollution incidents and water usage and relating to 
the Plan Area, as well as the usage of sustainable drainage and water conservation 
technology. 

The Plan should: 
•	 Seek to maintain and where possible improve the generally good quality water in 

and around the Plan Area, ensuring there is sufficient capacity in the sewerage 
and sewage treatment systems for all new development. 

•	 Control the rate of surface water runoff from development and the associated 
pollution of water resources that can occur using sustainable drainage systems 
and water conservation technology including the reuse of ‘grey’ water and the 
storage of rain water. 

Climate Change 

The UK energy strategy is set out in the 2003 Energy White Paper.  Emissions 
projections and trends show that the UK is not currently on track to meet its targets of 
a 20 per cent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2010 and a 60 per cent 
reduction by 2050. 

During the 20th century the average surface air temperatures increased by between 
0.3°C and 0.6°C. The Environment Agency has advised that temperatures could rise 
in the UK by between 2°C and 3.5°C by the 2080s. In the last few decades there has 
seen a trend of hotter, drier summers; warmer, wetter winters and sea level rises. 

The UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP) provides scenarios that show how our 
climate might change and co-ordinates research on dealing with our future climate 
and were involved in the Foresight Report. It is predicted that fluvial flood risk could 
increase six fold by 2080, reducing the standard flood protection from 1 in 100 years 
to 1 in 3, according to the worst case scenario based on current emissions. 

The Plan should: 
• 	 Ensure development that leads to an increase in release of greenhouse gases 

must be minimised, for example reducing the need to travel and the length of 
trips, as well as reducing dependency on cars. 

• 	 Promote an increase in the proportion of electricity generated from renewable 
resources. 

• 	 Acknowledge the wide ranging impacts of climate change, including impacts on 
sensitive ecosystems and landscapes, especially where their ability to adapt to 
change is limited e.g. wetland areas 



• 	 Ensure care is taken in the design of new development, so as not to exacerbate 
risk of flooding etc associated with climate change and maintain plant and animal 
migratory routes, so that species can move and adapt to a changing climate. 

• 	 Encourage new development that will minimise energy use in terms of the use of 
materials, the location and orientation of development and the use of energy 
conservation technology. 

Geology, Soil and Land 

The solid geology of the Plan Area is comprised almost entirely of sedimentary strata 
i.e. Jurassic limestone and ironstone, which has been extensively quarried to provide 
a rich source of building material, strongly reflected in the distinctiveness of the local 
vernacular. There is some concern that the supply of traditional building stone is 
limited. Only small amounts of stone are needed for the construction of buildings, 
most is used as aggregates and road building. It should be possible to ensure that 
‘heritage quarries’ are permitted whilst large scale quarrying for other uses is 
restricted.  

Overlying the solid geology are deposits of glacial sands, gravels and till, whilst 
alluvial deposits can be found in the main valleys and tributaries of the Nene and 
Welland. In the case of the former post-glacial gravels form a series of river terraces. 

The legacy of quarries, excavated to exploit the local geology, has had a profound 
influence on certain areas of landscape. This is apparent in the north and west, with 
gravel extraction particularly evident alongside the Nene west of Thrapston. Much of 
the subsequent restoration of the valley floor has served to establish lakes and areas 
of wetland. 

There is some concern that the supply of traditional building stone for the 
maintenance of the local vernacular is limited. However, only small amounts of stone 
are needed for the construction of buildings, most is used as aggregates and road 
building. It should be possible to ensure that ‘heritage quarries’ are permitted whilst 
large scale quarrying for other uses is restricted. 

It should be noted that Northamptonshire County Council is the Minerals Planning 
Authority for the area and is responsible for formulation of the Minerals and Waste 
Development Framework. 

Details of the local geology can be found in the Sustainability Appraisal for the Core 
Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire.   

The agricultural land classification shows that the majority of such land in Plan Area 
is classified as Grade 3. However, there are significant areas of Grade 2 primarily in 
the east, in an arc stretching from the south of Titchmarsh to the west of Clopton to 
Polebrook. Other patches exist around the villages of Tansor, Fotheringhay and 
Nassington. Extensive areas have been identified as not being primarily in 
agricultural use, particularly in the north. These include areas with a history of 
extraction or military use. 

Details of the agricultural land classification can be found in the Sustainability 
Appraisal for the Core Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire. 

With regard to the contamination of land there were 559 “sites of potential concern” in 
the District, as at the end of 2005. For 5% of these sites sufficient detailed 
information was available to decide whether remediation of the land is necessary. An 



Inspection Strategy has been implemented and this is expected to be completed by 
the end of 2008, at which time a baseline will be available for ongoing monitoring. 

Land is a valuable resource which should be carefully managed and efficiently used 
to avoid adverse consequences for agriculture, the countryside and the environment 
generally and to promote a sustainable future. East Northamptonshire achieved the 
Governments’ targets to provide 60% of new housing on previously developed land 
in 2003/4 and a housing density in excess of 30 dwellings per hectare, between 
2000/1 – 2003/4. 

The Plan should: 
• 	 Acknowledge the content of the Minerals and Waste Development Framework 

and contribute to safeguarding the geological resource of the area, encouraging 
the recycling of materials and the use of by-products of quarrying and the 
beneficial after use of workings, in terms of their environmental, economic and 
recreational potential. 

• 	 Acknowledge the importance of using local materials to the historic character and 
distinctiveness of the vernacular architecture.  

• 	 Aim to safeguard the vitality and viability of agriculture and forestry in the area, 
including the protection of the best and most versatile agricultural land from new 
development, having regard to the implications for sustainability. 

• 	 Aim to contribute to reducing the amount of contaminated land. 
• 	 Ensure the efficient use of land for development, making maximum use of the 

limited supply of brownfield land in the area, where consistent with other 
sustainability considerations. 

Waste 

It should be noted that Northamptonshire County Council is both the Waste 
Management and Waste Planning Authority for the area and is responsible for 
formulation of the Waste Management Strategy and the Minerals and Waste 
Development Framework, which will replace the Waste Local Plan. East 
Northamptonshire District Council is the Waste Collection Authority. 

The production of waste is a significant threat to the pursuit of sustainability not only 
in terms of the use of finite resources, but also the environmental problems that can 
arise from its disposal. As a consequence a waste hierarchy has been developed 
which emphasises the need to reduce the production of waste, including the 
recycling/reuse of materials and composting in preference to their incineration, or 
disposal in landfill sites. 

Waste can be divided into two main types, ‘active wastes’ classified according to its 
arising i.e. household and industrial; and ‘non-active wastes’ from agriculture, mining 
and quarrying. It can also be classified as being hazardous and non hazardous, as 
well as inert, e.g. construction and demolition materials. 

Table: East Northamptonshire Recycling Statistics 2004/05 
Kg/Head of Population Top 25 English Councils 

Waste collected 382.64 390.00 
% of household waste sent for: 

Waste recycled 17.84 16.00 
% of household waste sent for: 

Composting 5.02 6.01 

Source: ENDC 



In terms of waste collected, recycled and composted it can be seen that the District is 
performing well against the top 25 Councils within England. Further information on 
waste arisings for the Area can be obtained from the Sustainability Appraisal for the 
Core Spatial Strategy for North Northamptonshire. 

There is one recycling facility within the Plan Area at Oundle and another elsewhere 
in the District, at Rushden. Alternative facilities are located nearby at Corby, Kettering 
and Wellingborough. 

The Plan should: 
•	 Contribute to the sustainable management of waste, facilitating in particular 

recycling, reuse and composting as appropriate, to reduce the proportion 
going to landfill and incineration. 

•	 Promote the reuse of building materials particularly those that reflect the local 
vernacular and contribute to the maintenance of local distinctiveness. 

•	 Ensure that facilities for the management and disposal of waste are readily 
accessible. 

•	 Ensure the adverse consequences for sustainability of depositing waste in 
landfill sites are minimised, including any detrimental environmental impacts. 


