
East Northamptonshire Council  

Consultation on Preferred Options for the Joint Core Spatial Strategy 

Summary of Local Workshop Events 

Introduction 

As part of the consultation for the Rural North Oundle, Thrapson and Kings 
Cliffe Preferred Options document, East Northamptonshire Council Planning 
Department organised three workshop events as a forum for local feedback 
on the emerging proposals. 

One event was held in each of the main locations of Thrapston, Oundle and 
Kings Cliffe.  Each event commenced with a short introduction to the 
Preferred Options document.  Attendees were then divided into workshop 
groups and asked for their initial feedback on the preferred options for their 
area. 

A traffic light system was used to allow the group to give initial feedback on 
whether or not the approach proposed in the Preferred Options document is 
heading in the right direction. 

Green indicated that the approach proposed in the Preferred 
Options document is heading in the right direction 

• Amber indicated that the approach is broadly right but there are 
additional considerations  

Red indicated that the approach adopted is heading in the wrong 
direction.  

Finally, each workshop group was asked to report back on 3 key issues 
arising from the Preferred Options paper.  The summary report that follows 
demonstrates the thinking of the workshop groups.  

Workshop 1 – Thrapston, East Northamptonshire Council Offices 
Thursday 2nd February 2006 

In total 75 people attended the Thrapston event who were divided into 6 
workshops groups. 

The main points from each of the groups demonstrated the following: 

•	 There has to be a time scale for the redevelopment and people need to 
be made aware of this 



•	 Residents should be kept informed prior to any decisions being taken 
on development plans.   

•	 Parking is a high priority 

•	 There needs to be a police station in Thrapston that is properly staffed 
and also CCTV in the town. 

•	 Housing development should be near the A14 and the site identified in 
the document for housing development does not provide good access 

•	 Any housing development should be in line with the capacity of the 
schools.  Do not build the houses first then deal with the schools issue. 
Already, the existing schools capacity is limited. 

•	 Infrastructure is important with money being available to get this right. 
Thrapston needs to be retained as a market town with the rural 
environment balance maintained. 

•	 Public transport is extremely important but the Preferred Options 
document does not show how this will be delivered 

•	 Congestion in the town is a major concern and further real consultation 
on the detail of the development has to be addressed 

In addition to the above other comments that came out of the workshops were 
as follows: 
Lorries travelling into the town are destroying the fabric of the buildings 
especially the grade 2 listed buildings. The large warehouses being built 
encourage lorries into Thrapston. 

Concern was expressed about the future of villages and the settlement 
boundaries.  Villages must remain rural but is it right that some villages will 
see no growth?    

Affordable housing is important but should this be in the town centre only or 
should villages also have affordable housing.  

People are concerned about the lack of infrastructure and the ability of the 
town to cater for all the new homes and people. 

Workshop 2 – Oundle, Prince William School Tuesday 7th February 2006 

In total 138 people attended the East Northamptonshire event who were 
divided into 10 workshop groups 

The main points from each of the workshop groups demonstrated the 
following: 



•	 Transport is a real concern in the town and the congestion caused 
through traffic especially school buses and car parking for shoppers.   

•	 Housing people did not agree with housing development in Oundle and 
that the villages should be developed, retaining the character but also 
securing a vibrant community. 

•	 Prince William School should expand to where the housing 
development is proposed and not towards the A605 

•	 Infrastructure has to be a priority for any growth and this has to include, 
roads, parking, shops, sewage etc. 

•	 There was concern about the tightness of the settlement boundaries 
and the consequences for the open spaces within the town of Oundle. 
Within the villages the boundaries need to allow for housing growth 
subject to appropriate infrastructure in the villages. 

•	 There has to be an holistic approach to planning for both town and 
villages.  There has to be a sustainable infrastructure of shops, 
schools, roads, services etc.   

•	 The essential character of Oundle has to be retained.  Oundle does not 
need regeneration. 

•	 There has to be a proper decision about schooling in Oundle and 
whether it is right to expand Prince William School or develop another 
school in another town such as Thrapston.  A bigger school will bring 
more traffic, parking problems and congestion. 

In addition to the above other comments recorded at the workshop were as 
follows: 
The people of Oundle feel strongly that there should be no housing growth in 
the town and that the development of more housing will bring additional traffic 
into the town and therefore congestion and parking problems. 

There was strong feeling about the expansion of Prince William School and 
the impact on traffic at key times in the day.  Double decker buses arriving in 
Herne Road are dangerous and would in an emergency cause serious 
problems. 

There was concern about traffic coming out of Herne Road onto the main road 
and the visibility and danger this caused.   

People do not see Oundle as needing regeneration and that the character of 
the town has to be retained.   

Workshop 3 – Kings Cliffe, Kings Cliffe Middle School Thursday 9th 

February 2006 



In total 70 people attended the Kings Cliffe workshop who were divided into 6 
workshop groups. 

The main findings from each of the workshop groups demonstrated the 
following:   

•	 Development should be from within the community not imposed on if 
from other places, in order to maintain the character of the settlement 

•	 Some level of growth is required to move forward 
•	 Links in this area are more out of the district towards Stamford, 

Peterborough, Uppingham, Oakham and Corby. The document and 
plan should make some reference to the services there. 

•	 Affordable housing is needed in the village urgently. 
•	 Transport – smaller vehicles and more frequent journeys.  Go to places 

where people want to go not where planners think they want to go. 
•	 Affordable housing in the rural areas.  Housing to be in keeping with 

the village and not town houses.  
•	 Maintain services and improving them and not cut them. 
•	 More action and less talking across the board. Local knowledge 


(advice) should be listened to and acted upon. e.g. flooding, car 

parking 


•	 Affordable housing for local needs throughout the village 
•	 Infrastructure led development 
•	 Transport – impact on KC village and surrounding area – impact on 

traffic management 
•	 Infrastructure – flooding – infrastructure in advance of building 
•	 What would happen if the Middle School – plan B – also may be doing. 

In addition to the above other comments recorded at the workshop were as 
follows: 
People are concerned that any new housing is in keeping with the village 
environment.  Three storey houses do not go with rural cottages and poor 
design in the past that is not in keeping with the village has caused problems 
in the past. 
There was concern expressed that if transport is not good then villages will be 
stifled but that expecting people to move away from their cars onto public 
transport is not realistic. 
Concern was expressed about the infrastructure and the need for better 
drains in the village.  Kings Cliffe has a history of flooding and building more 
houses in the village may create more flooding problems. 




