
Number Name Comment Response Action 

          

1 i Environment 
Agency (Kerrie 
Ginns, Planning 
Liaison Officer) 

Flood risk management should be 
considered as a key issue when planning 
the implementation of open space and be 
incorporated within the document. The 
provision of open spaces presents 
opportunities for flood risk management and 
it is recommended that references to 
‘reducing flood risk through open spaces’ is 
included within the document. 

Amend SPD Text amended to 
include reference 
to  flood risk 
management 
issues. 

2 i             Sport England     
(Steve Beard, 
Planning Manager) 

We encourage the authority to ensure that 
monitoring and review are built into the SPD 
(Sport England normally advise that a 
PPG17 study is likely to be out of date after 
a period of 3 years, unless it has been 
updated - they note ENC's was refreshed in 
2009/2010)        

Noted and Amend SPD                                     SPD amended to 
refer to the 
monitoring and 
review process.     

 
 
 
 
 
2 ii 

  

General comment - All Local Authorities 
should have an up to date playing pitch 
strategy   
                  

 
 
 
 
 
Point noted 

 
 
 
 
 
The Council will 
review existing 
resources and 
current priorities. 
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2 iii   Para. 6.3 point 3 should include the whole 
phrase from PPG17 ‘The new land and 
facility should be at least                                                                                    
as accessible to current and potential new 
users, and at least equivalent in terms of 
size, usefulness, attractiveness and quality. ‘ 

Amend SPD  Text amended as 
to include whole 
phrase as 
suggested. 

3 i Natural England    
(Antony Mould, 
Land Use 
Operations)        

Natural England are broadly supportive of 
the SPD, however it would be useful if the 
definitions and relationships between Green 
Infrastructure (GI) and formal open space 
were more clearly expressed e.g. expand 
para 5.4 and could include a sub-section on 
the relationship between open space and GI 
- refer to Natural England's GI guidance 
pages 7 and 10. 

Amend SPD  Text expanded to 
provide further 
clarification. 

3 ii   Section 6 - pleased to see cross reference 
to GI - would be useful if the SPD could 
explain how these requirements are 
determined i.e. this SPD focuses on open 
space whereas wider GI will be determined 
with reference to the Developer 
Contributions SPD and emerging North 
Northants GI Delivery Plan. 

Amend SPD  Amended text to 
provide further 
clarification as 
proposed. 

3 iii   Useful if SPD acknowledged Natural 
England's Accessible Natural Greenspace 
(ANGsT) standards and consideration of 
provision of local GI assets. 

Amend SPD  Added to Appendix 
C. 



3 iv   Appendix C suggest also include the 
following references: Natural England’s 
Green Infrastructure Guidance  
‘Nature Nearby’ - Accessible Natural 
Greenspace Guidance 
MKSM Green Infrastructure by Design 
Guidance. 

Amend SPD  Added as 
suggested 

4 i Northamptonshire 
Police             
(Richard Wilson, 
Crime prevention 
Design Advisor) 

Rather than just reference the Secured by 
Design website, developers/architects 
should consult Crime Prevention Design 
Advisors. Refer also to North Northants 
Core Spatial Strategy Policy 13b.    

Amend SPD with regards to 
comment on the North 
Northamptonshire Core Spatial 
Strategy (NNCSS) Policy 13b, 
and also to consult Crime 
Prevention Design Advisors.   

Amended text to 
include reference 
to the NNCSS and 
crime officers. 

4 ii   Generic issues that should be considered for 
all open spaces include boundary 
treatments - to prevent unauthorised motor 
cycle/ vehicle access, maintain good natural 
surveillance, control informal access to 
prevent dog fouling, nuisance/distress, litter 
etc, create buffer zones between activity, 
dwellings and other occupied buildings etc. 
Lighting - to determine whether an asset or 
not in aiding natural surveillance at night, 
reducing the fear of crime and deterring anti-
social behaviour or to discourage public 
rights of way through or across areas. 

These are considered important 
issues however it is felt that 
these issues are covered in 
enough detail for this type of 
SPD in the above references. 

No action 
necessary. 



5 i Barnwell Parish 
Council              

Very worthy document.  The Council do not 
currently own any open space but any 
contribution in the future would perhaps 
enable the provision of playground facilities. 

Comments welcomed and 
noted 

None for the SPD, 
but ENC will follow 
this up separately 
with the parish 
Council to discuss 
potential 
infrastructure 
provision needs 

5 ii   More could be made of the importance 
green spaces could provide for increases in 
biodiversity. 

Noted and Amend SPD                                      Text added  
emphasising 
biodiversity as 
requested. 

5 iii   Para. 6.3 point 3 outlines the exchange of 
one site for another. This should not be an 
opportunity for developers to "buy" planning 
on existing quality sites, especially if they 
contain significant biodiversity.  It is felt that 
this could be exploited and should be 
controlled by adequate monitoring. 

Noted and Amend SPD.                           This was taken 
from national 
planning policy 
guidance PPG17. 
However the 
paragraph has 
been strengthened 
by adding the 
following additional 
text from PPG17-  
'The new land and 
facility should be at 
least as accessible 
to current and 
potential new 
users, and at least 
equivalent in terms 
of size, usefulness, 
attractiveness and 
quality'.  



6 i Chelveston Parish 
Council          

Appendix G - LAP, LEAP and NEAP 
specifications - As written, only the NEAP 
requires litter bins. Since all three play areas 
are intended for children…it seems odd that 
these are missing from the LAP and LEAP.  
Request that litterbins be a requirement for 
all play area specifications. 

Amend SPD Appendix G is 
taken from the 
National Playing 
Field Association 
minimum 
standards, 
however amend 
SPD by adding 
'the provision of 
bins on smaller 
play areas should 
be included, where 
appropriate (ENC 
will deal with these 
on a case by case 
basis)'. 

7 i Collyweston Parish 
Council 

The Parish Council found it to be a 
comprehensive document. 

Comments welcomed.  None  

7 ii   Dog bins - should be provided as most 
families seem to own a dog, especially in 
rural areas…. 

Amend SPD to provide these, 
where appropriate. 

Added 'Dog and 
Recycling bins will 
also be required 
on this basis and 
considered on a 
case by case 
basis)' to Appendix 
G. 



7 iii   Litter bins - should be provided regardless of 
site or age group.  It is the Council's 
experience that if a bin is not provided then 
littering becomes a problem…… 

Amend SPD. Appendix G is 
taken from the 
National Playing 
Field Association 
minimum 
standards, 
however amend 
SPD to include 
'provision of bins 
on smaller play 
areas should be 
included, where 
appropriate (ENC 
will deal with these 
on a case by case 
basis). 

7 iv   Recycling bins - should be considered for 
any play areas….. 

Amend SPD. Expand Appendix 
G to include 'Dog 
and Recycling bins 
will also be 
required on this 
basis and 
considered on a 
case by case 
basis)'. 

7 v   Signage - in play areas etc - i.e. stating that 
dogs are not allowed near play equipment or 
must be kept on leads in other appropriate 
areas. 

Amend SPD to expand on this. Amend Appendix 
G of the SPD to 
make clear that 
provision of 
appropriate 
signage is 
required. 



8 i Easton on the Hill 
Parish Council 

Para. 6.1 and 6.2 - raised concerns that 
requirements for open spaces to be 
provided could encourage developments 
outside or on the perimeter of small villages 
to facilitate recreational green spaces for 
infill developments 

None Note concerns 
regarding provision 
of open space and 
infill plots. The 
Development Plan 
(Core Strategy and 
Rural North, 
Oundle and 
Thrapston Plan 
and Four Towns 
Plan) will provide 
the policy and 
"control" to prevent 
any inappropriate 
development. 

8 ii   Question of how will the Parish Council 
know if a contribution is required from the 
developer 

Amend SPD to clarify Para. 8.1 Amend SPD Para. 
8.1 to the following 
'the developer, in 
conjunction with 
the Planning 
Officer, will discuss 
the issues with the 
Town/Parish 
Council (The ENC 
Planning Case 
Officer will 
therefore take the 
lead on this).  The 
Parish should be 
aware of their 
open space 
maintenance costs 
if the Parish 
maintain the open 
spaces. 



8 iii   Other than the above, the Parish Council 
were happy with the document 

Comments welcomed None 

9 i Raunds Town 
Council 

Would like to compliment you on a very 
comprehensive document, which is well set 
out and clear to read. 

Comments welcomed None 

9 ii   Suggest Appendix G is strengthened to refer 
to installation standards for play equipment - 
we have seen poorly installed equipment 
e.g. the surface of play areas is important 
and believe there is a recommended 
standard for this, which could be included.  
There is also a minimum distance fencing 
can be installed from play equipment (for 
safety reasons) and although the SPD refers 
to a buffer zone (for noise reduction) the 
safe fencing off of play areas for the very 
young is a very relevant issue. 

Noted Specific play 
equipment 
standards haven't 
been included 
within this SPD as 
these standards 
are subject to 
change and 
regularly updated. 
It is also felt that 
as the SPD is 
covering allocation 
of open space 
more generally, 
this level of detail 
isn't necessary for 
this specific SPD. 



10 i Stanwick Parish 
Council 

The Parish Council objects most strongly to 
the classification of Stanwick as an urban 
area. 

Amend SPD to clarify Amend SPD 
Appendix D by 
cross referencing 
to the PMP Study 
category 
justification. The 
term "urban" was 
used by PMP 
consultants for this 
study area in the 
2006 Open Space, 
Sport and 
recreational Study, 
and is for the use 
of open space 
provision only. 



10 ii   The Council would like an explanation with 
the SPD of why the per-head allocation of 
recreational space differs for rural and urban 
areas. 

Amend SPD to clarify Briefly clarify by 
cross-reference to 
the PMP Study 
differentiation - 
'urban areas tend 
to have slightly 
lower 
allocation/1000 
population as 
people are more 
prepared to travel 
to use facilities, 
whereas rural 
areas tend to have 
higher 
allocation/1000 
population as the 
specific 
geographical 
settlement tends to 
provide the 
facilities very 
locally i.e. people 
do not travel far to 
use them e.g. just 
within one village 



  Comments from  
Planning Policy 
Committee 
Members 

The committee asked whether waterways 
and lakes were included within the 
typologies of open space put in paragraph 
5.3, and whether artificial pitches are 
included within the facilities covered in 
paragraph 6.1. 

Amend SPD. Add the detailed 
definitions from the 
PPG17 Annex: 

Definitions to Para 
5.3 which includes 
river and canal 
banks under green 
infrastructure.                                  
6.1 also already 
covers sport and 
recreational 
facilities. 

 

 


