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APPENDIX 8 - GUIDELINES FOR LANDSCAPING IN DEVELOPMENT 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The value of existing landscape features and the importance of providing new landscaping, in the form of 

planting and other works such as earth mounding, is fully recognised within the District Local Plan and is 
particularly referred to in policies GEN2, EN5, H20, and EMP7. 

 
1.2 The following guidelines provide advice on the general standards which will be required and identify the more 

detailed issues which should be addressed during the design and preparation of development schemes. 
 
 
2.0 STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS OF LANDSCAPING 
 
2.1 Important elements of the character of towns and villages are frequently associated with landscape features 

such as a group of mature trees, a mature hedgerow or even, in some circumstances, a single tree.  All such 
existing features should be taken into account and, in appropriate cases, enhanced by further work, when 
planning new development or redevelopment. 

 
2.2 Where there is no existing feature, then consideration should be given to the introduction of an appropriate 

structural landscape element in the design and layout of any development and there will be a general 
expectation of such a provision on any site having an area of 1 hectare or more. 

 
2.3 The Authority will promote the provision of a high standard of landscape design as an integral part of any 

development rather than an afterthought as has often been the case, particularly with residential development, 
in the past. 

 
2.4 Structural elements can often usefully fulfil additional functions and may be of value in terms of screening or in 

the treatment of amenity space within a development. 
 
 
3.0 ASPECTS OF DETAIL IN LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
 
3.1 The relationship between built development and landscape planting is crucial both in terms of well being of the 

building and the planting, but of paramount importance will be the effect on the occupiers of the development. 
 
3.2 It is essential that the design of development takes account of the juxtaposition between planting and 

buildings and generally schemes should have regard to BS5837:1980 Trees, in relation to construction. 
 
3.3 In particular the following issues should be addressed:- 
 

(a) Location, density and size of planting should be compatible with its location having regard to the 
ultimate plant size and the effect on buildings.  This is especially important in terms of possible direct 
contact between planting and building, effect on daylight, obstruction of highway/access visibility, 
the need for screening and effect on street or other lighting; 

 
(b) The suitability of plant species in terms of soil type, position, limitations imposed by surrounding 

development, and the need to promote a high standard of amenity by variations in characteristics 
such as colour, leaf type and growth habit; 

 
(c) The need to match planting to special needs and applications, for example:  the use of more vigorous 

species within areas subject to public access and the use of thorny shrubs where the public access is 
to be deterred. 

 
 
4.0 LANDSCAPING : THE INTERFACE BETWEEN TYPES OF DEVELOPMENT 
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4.1 Provision of landscaping can be extremely important where there is an interface between different types of 
development and especially on the contiguous boundary between industrial and residential sites.  In such 
cases earthworks and planting may fulfil a multi-functional role in mitigating problems with noise, general 
disturbance, loss of privacy and visual intrusion. 
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4.2 In order to provide an effective landscape buffer feature, a planting width of 20 metres is desirable, which 
should generally be reserved for landscape purposes and should normally be fenced to restrict access from any 
adjacent residential curtilage. 

 
4.3 Planting should comprise a mix of indigenous species, both trees and shrubs and may include evergreen and 

coniferous species although the use of mass planting of Leyland Cypress or similar species will rarely be 
appropriate. 

 
 
5.0 SUBMISSION OF DETAILS, IMPLEMENTATION AND MAINTENANCE 
 
5.1 Landscaping proposals should form an integral part of any submission for full planning permission or approval 

of reserved matters and should normally be shown on a plan drawn to a scale of not less than 1:500.  All 
existing planting and other landscape features should be shown, differentiating between those to be retained 
and those to be removed, together with new planting and any new features. 

 
5.2 Species, size and density of all planting should be indicated together with details of any earthworks or other 

features to be provided.  
 
5.3 Where existing planting is to be retained, including any trees subject to Tree Preservation Orders, developers 

must indicate the measures to be taken to avoid damage during site works, which should generally be in 
accordance with the details set out in the Code of Practice attached to this Appendix.  

 
5.4 Schemes will normally be implemented during the first planting season after completion or occupation of the 

development, or on a phased basis within larger sites.  Where possible, such as with buffer planting areas on 
the periphery of sites, planting will be required to take place during the first planting season after the 
development is commenced. 

 
5.5 Provision should be made for the maintenance of landscaping for a minimum period of five years, when weed 

growth will need to be controlled to ensure proper establishment of new planting.  Any planting which dies, is 
removed or becomes seriously diseased or damaged during this period will be required to be replaced.  
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CODE OF PRACTICE RELATING TO THE PROTECTION 
OF TREES AND SHRUBS ON BUILDING SITES 
 
 
1. Marking of Trees 
 
 Before works commence on the site, all trees agreed to be retained shall be numbered with a metal tag above 

normal arm reach, all trees agreed to be felled shall be clearly marked with a yellow cross.  A copy of an agreed 
schedule of the trees to be retained and felled shall be given to the contractor at the commencement of felling 
work. 

 
2. Fencing of Trees 
 
 Before any work is commenced on site unless otherwise agreed with the local planning authority, trees which 

are to be retained should be fenced off from the working area with 2m (6 ft 6 in) high chestnut fencing (or similar 
fencing) as follows:- 

 
(i) Around trees above 0.5m (18 in) diameter, measured 1m (3 ft 3 in) above ground level, an enclosed area 

of not less than 6.1m sq (20 ft sq); 
 
(ii) Around trees below 0.5m (18 in) diameter, measured 1m (3 ft 3 in) above ground level, an enclosed area 

of not less than 4.5m sq (15 ft sq); 
 
(iii) Around an area incorporating a group of trees or shrubs a fence along a line approximately under the 

outer perimeter of the branch spread, but not less than 2m    (6 ft 6 in) from the stem in the case of 
shrubs. 

 
3. Weedkillers 
 
 If it is necessary to clear the site of weeds by the use of herbicides the local planning authority should be 

consulted before any such work is  undertaken. 
 
4. Change of Ground Level 
 
 If exceptionally it is necessary to raise or lower the level of the land surrounding a tree to be retained, prior 

treatment will be necessary, and the local planning authority should be consulted before any such work is 
commenced and such works should be carried out to the satisfaction of the local planning authority. 

 
5. Underground Services 
 
 Wherever possible all underground services should be located outside the normal root areas of any trees and 

placed in a common trench.  Deep trenches and loss of large roots (over 50mm (2 in) diameter) on one or both 
sides of a tree will affect its stability.  To avoid rood damage excavations should not be within 6m (20 ft) of tree 
trunks or 3m (10 ft) of fastigiate (upright) trees. 

 
 Whenever possible the connection of essential site services to existing mains should be undertaken away from 

trees.  Seepage of liquid or fumes from sewers may kill roots and the escape of natural gas quickly combines 
with bacteria in the soil to give off carbon dioxide which very quickly kills adjacent trees. 

 
6. Site Hut Location 
 
 Site huts should be located away from trees wherever possible but where this is impossible they should be 

raised on blocks so that water from the roof can run beneath them, to prevent deterioration of the soil and 
death of surface roots. 

 
7. Heavy Plant Routes 
 
 Heavy plant should, wherever possible, be restricted to routes away from trees but where movement amongst 

trees is essential obtrusive branches should be tied back before damage occurs and vulnerable trunks wrapped 
with chestnut fencing. 
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8. Siting of Mixers 
 
 Mixers should be sited away from trees and mixer spoil should be tipped on the sites of paths and paving areas 

etc, as the thick impermeable layer which accumulates beneath mixers deprives roots beneath them of essential 
water and air. 

 
9. Storage of Soil 
 
 Excavated and replacement soil should not be piled against tree trunks as this may cause death of areas of bark 

by keeping them permanently moist.  In particular, clay soil should not be placed around an oak. 
 
10. Storage of Heavy Objects 
 
 Heavy objects should not be leant against trees as this may cause undue strain to be placed on the roots 

thereby affecting the stability of the trees at a later date. 
 
11. Storage of Bricks 
 
 Bricks and other materials should not be stacked against or near trees as this may bruise or crush areas of bark 

allowing decay to enter and their dead weight may destroy the soil structure by compaction.  Materials should 
not be tipped near trees. 

 
12. Bonfires 
 
 Any bonfires should be sited at least 3m (10 ft) from the branch tips of any trees and always on the leeward 

side of the tree as scorched leaves and branches may initiate insect or fungal attack and damage to the lower 
trunk may cause root death. 

 
13. Treatment of Liquids  
 
 Liquids such as paint, oil, fuel, acids and cleaning fluids should not be allowed to spill near trees and their 

containers should not be discharged beneath trees as this may kill surface roots and cause fire risks or danger 
to children at a later date. 




