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61 - WOODNEWTON 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement considers the history and issues of particular relevance to Woodnewton, and must be 

read in conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Woodnewton is located approximately 4½ miles north of Oundle.  The village has a rectangular form and the 

older dwellings are located along Main Street.  Woodnewton was recorded in the Domesday book as 
Niwetone. The Enclosure Map of 1778 suggests an extension of the village to the east which had apparently 
contracted by the mid 16th Century.  The Manor House, situated on the north side of Main Street, was built 
for the Seventh Earl of Westmorland in 1740.  Apethorpe Hall remained his principal place of residence and it 
is thought that the Manor House in the village was used as a dower house.  The Church of St Mary dates from 
the 11th to the 15th Century and the tower was rebuilt in the 17th Century. 

 
1.3 In Woodnewton Parish there are 23 entries on the statutory list of buildings of special architectural or historic 

interest.  There are a number of trees protected by Preservation Order within the village.  Woodnewton is 
within in the Special Landscape Area. 

 
1.4 In 1991 the population of Woodnewton Parish was 411, with a dwelling stock of 163, which includes 13 

dwellings owned by the District Council.  The mid 1995 estimates are a population of 430 and a dwelling 
stock of 171. 

 
1.5 The village is served by mains drainage, it is visited by a variety of mobile services and has a playing field.  A 

bus service operates to King's Cliffe, Oundle, Stamford and Peterborough.   
 
 
2. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
2.1 The general form and character of the village is such that it is unlikely to be able to accommodate significant 

development without affecting that character, or the village setting.  Woodnewton is therefore categorised as a 
Restricted Infill settlement in policy H10. 

 
2.2 During the Plan period, some new housing may be permitted. This will need to be within the confines of the 

village and will generally need to satisfy the criteria set out in policy H12.  In addition, a site has been 
identified which has potential for general housing development. 

 
 

POLICY WN1 
 
PROVISION IS MADE FOR GENERAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN WOODNEWTON ON A 
SITE NORTH OF ORCHARD CRESCENT 

 
2.3 The site is about 0.76 hectares in extent (excluding the access land) and could accommodate around 15 

dwellings together with landscaping and open space.  Any on or off-site infrastructure works necessary for the 
development to take place will need to be funded by the developer.  No access will be permitted through 
Orchard Close.  Tree screening will be required along the site boundary, to protect the amenities of existing 
adjoining residents. 

 
2.4 Schemes for affordable housing may be allowed beyond the confines of the village, provided the criteria set 

out in policy H16 are satisfied.  Development will not be permitted on the area designated as Important Open 
Land. 

 
2.5 Small scale business, general industrial and tourism developments located within the confines of the village 

may be permitted, provided the criteria set out in policy EMP11 are satisfied.  The provision of recreation and 
community facilities will be supported by the District Council, within the terms of policy RL1. 

 
2.6 The existing Conservation Area boundary is shown on the Inset Proposals Map.  Development within this area 

will need to have regard to policies EN12 to EN14, EN16, EN17 and EN19.  The boundary may be modified 
in the future. 
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