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59 - WADENHOE 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement considers the history and issues of particular relevance to Wadenhoe, and must be 

read in conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Wadenhoe is located approximately 4½ miles north of Thrapston, close to the villages of Pilton and Achurch.  

Main Street, Pilton Road and Church Street converge at the centre of the village producing a compact 
settlement pattern.  The village was recorded in the Domesday Book as Wadenho.   

 
1.3 Wadenhoe House, situated to the east of the village, dates back in parts to 1657.  It was rebuilt and enlarged in 

1858 and is at the present time used as a business conference centre.  St Michael and All Angels Church is 
situated to the west of the village, south of the site of the original medieval settlement (which is a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument).  It is believed that a Saxon Church stood on the present site of the Church, due to 
remains which have been discovered in the Church vestry.  In Wadenhoe Parish there are 36 entries on the 
statutory list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest.  All are within the Conservation Area, 
which covers the whole of the village extending to the Mill, Wadenhoe House and St Michael and All Saints 
Church.  An area to the west of the village is a Site of Special Scientific Interest.  The village is in the Special 
Landscape Area. 

 
1.4 In 1991 the population of Wadenhoe Parish was 99, with a dwelling stock of 50.  The village is controlled by 

the Wadenhoe Estate Trust.  The mid 1995 estimates are a population of 125 and a dwelling stock of 61. 
 
1.5 The village is served by a general store and post office, village hall a public house, and is visited by a variety 

of mobile services, but there is no mains drainage.  
 
 
2. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
2.1 The form, character and setting of the village is such that a strategy is required which permits additional 

development only in exceptional circumstances.  Wadenhoe is therefore categorised as a Restraint settlement 
in policy H10. 

 
2.2 The environmental constraints, form and character of Wadenhoe must be respected.  Development 

opportunities within the confines of the village will therefore need to satisfy the criteria set out in policy H13.  
Development will not be permitted on the area designated as Important Open Land.  Schemes for affordable 
housing will need to satisfy the criteria set out in policy H16. 

 
2.3 During the Plan period, small scale business, general industrial and tourism development may be permitted 

within the confines of the village, in the circumstances set out in policy EMP12.  Four small business units 
have recently been completed and will provide rural employment opportunities for local people.  The 
provision of recreation and community facilities will be supported by the District Council, within the terms of 
policy RL1. 

 
2.4 The existing Conservation Area boundary is shown on the Inset Proposals Map.  Development within this area 

will need to have regard to policies EN12 to EN14, EN16, EN17 and EN19.  The boundary may be modified 
in the future. 
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