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55 - THORPE WATERVILLE 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement considers the history and issues of particular relevance to Thorpe Waterville, and 

must be read in conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Thorpe Waterville is located on the A605, approximately 3 miles north-east of Thrapston.  Thorpe Waterville 

and Achurch form the Parish of Thorpe Achurch. 
 
1.3 Castle Barn, within the village, was the great hall of Thorpe Waterville Castle.  It has early 14th Century 

origins.  In 1301 Walter de Langton, the Bishop of Lichfield was given licence to ‘crenellate’ (fortify) and the 
Castle may well have been only a fortified manor house.  The castle earthworks and barn are Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments.  The bridge to the west of the village also dates from the 14th Century. 

 
1.4 In the Parish of Thorpe Achurch there are 12 entries on the statutory list of buildings of special architectural 

or historic interest, four of these buildings are in Thorpe Waterville.  The village is in the Special Landscape 
Area. 

 
1.5 In 1991 the population of Thorpe Achurch Parish was 128, with a dwelling stock of 53, which includes two 

dwellings owned by the District Council (both of which are in Thorpe Waterville village).  The mid 1995 
estimates are a population of 138 and a dwelling stock of 54. 

 
1.6 The village is served by a cricket ground, a public house, and is visited by a mobile library.  Mains drainage is 

not available and there have been problems serving the village with septic tanks because of the high water 
table. 

 
 
2. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
2.1 The general form and character of the village is such that it is considered unable to accommodate significant 

development without affecting that character, or the village setting.  Thorpe Waterville is therefore 
categorised as a Restricted Infill settlement in policy H10. 

 
2.2 Land is not allocated for housing or employment on the Inset Proposals Map.  During the Plan period some 

new housing may be permitted.  This will need to be within the confines of the village and must satisfy the 
criteria set out in policy H12.  Schemes for affordable housing may be allowed beyond the confines of the 
village, provided the criteria set out in policy H16 are satisfied. 

 
2.3 Small scale business, general industrial and tourism developments located within the confines of the village 

may be permitted, provided the criteria set out in policy EMP11 are satisfied.  The provision of recreation and 
community facilities will be supported by the District Council, within the terms of policy RL1. 
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