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54 - THORPE ACHURCH 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement considers the history and issues of particular relevance to Thorpe Achurch, and must 

be read in conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Thorpe Achurch is located approximately 3½ miles north-east of Thrapston and shares a Parish with  Thorpe 

Waterville.  Achurch was recorded in the Domesday Book as Asechirce.  The village is linear in form 
consisting of a row of identical estate cottages which date from 1830-1840.  The well head and attached 
trough opposite the cottages was constructed in the late 19th Century for the fourth Baron Lilford in memory 
of his son, Thomas Atherton Powys.  To the south-west of St John the Baptist Church there is an unusual late 
18th Century reconstruction of medieval masonry.  This folly was built with masonry from the Church of St 
Peter in Lilford which was demolished in 1778. 

 
1.3 In the Parish of Thorpe Achurch there are 12 entries on the statutory list of buildings of special architectural 

or historic interest, seven are close to Achurch itself.  A group of trees opposite Rectory Farm are the subject 
of a Preservation Order.  The Linches to the north of the village is a County Wildlife Site.  The village is in 
the Special Landscape Area. 

 
1.4 In 1991 the population of Thorpe Achurch Parish was 128, with a dwelling stock of 53, which includes two 

dwellings owned by the District Council (both of which are in Thorpe Waterville village).  The mid 1995 
estimates are a population of 138 and a dwelling stock of 54. 

 
1.5 The village is visited by a mobile library.  There is no mains drainage. 
 
 
2. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
2.1 The form, character and setting of the village is such that a strategy is required which permits additional 

development only in exceptional circumstances.  Thorpe Achurch is therefore categorised as a Restraint 
settlement in policy H10. 

 
2.2 The environmental constraints, form and character of Thorpe Achurch must be respected.  Development 

opportunities within the confines of the village will therefore need to satisfy the criteria set out in policy H13.  
Schemes for affordable housing will need to satisfy the criteria set out in policy H16. 

 
2.3 During the Plan period, small scale business, general industrial and tourism development may be permitted 

within the confines of the village, in the circumstances set out in policy EMP12.  The provision of recreation 
and community facilities will be supported by the District Council, within the terms of policy RL1. 
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