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3.0 VISION AND OUTCOMES
3.1 If the Plan is to influence change and achieve sustainable communities across 
the area, it must be visionary and look forward over time.  The main reason for providing a 
vision is to set out an overall purpose for the Plan and help to define what outcomes are 
to be achieved.

3.2 The Core Strategy vision and objectives set out a strong ‘green living’ agenda, 
requiring sustainable methods of construction, high standards of design and patterns 
of development that reduce the area’s contribution to climate change.  The wider Core 
Strategy objectives are part of the Development Plan for North Northamptonshire and do 
not therefore need to be repeated in the Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan, as it is 
concerned with site specific matters.

3.3 The Plan takes on board the concerns and priorities of the people who live, 
work and visit East Northamptonshire, as set out in the Sustainable Communities Strategy 
2008 – 2015.  The Strategy sets out a vision to make East Northamptonshire a network of 
thriving communities where people enjoy a high quality of life, through achieving the 
following outcomes:

n	 Reduced fear of crime 
n	 Improved health and wellbeing 
n	 Improved access to services 
n	 Empowered communities 
n	 Reduced deprivation 
n	 Increased skilled job opportunities 
n	 Higher educational attainment 
n	 Appropriate housing that meets the needs of communities 
n	 Improved natural and physical environment
n	 Low carbon footprint

3.4 The vision and desired outcomes of the Plan have these key challenges in mind. 
The Plan is also compatible with the vision and objectives of the North Northamptonshire 
Core Strategy.
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Plan Outcomes

3.5 Key outcomes have been identified which will deliver the vision for the Plan 
area.  Aligned with the format of the Sustainable Communities Strategy, and building on 
the objectives of the Core Strategy, these outcomes are divided into four groups:

n	 Strategic outcomes – expanding upon the Core Strategy and identifying how 
this relates to the Plan area

n	 Environmental outcomes – concerning the built and natural environment and 
how design forms a critical element in sustainable development

n	 Social outcomes – around housing and quality of life
n	 Economic outcomes – relating to employment and town centre development

3.6 Strategic outcomes are underpinned by the principle of ‘infrastructure led’ 
development:

 
1. Sustainable growth at Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe, with development 
to meet rural needs and sustain facilities in the remainder of the rural north

This means enhancing the service centre roles of Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe 
and enabling villages to thrive by ensuring that vital services are retained and local 
infrastructure deficiencies resolved.  For this to be achieved, appropriate opportunities 
must be available to meet housing and employment needs, including those of the 
farming communities.

  
2. Increased travel choice supporting the service centre roles of Oundle, 
Thrapston and King’s Cliffe

This means maintaining and improving the existing transport network, providing a 
real choice of transport to access services and employment in the service centres; and 
increasing public transport capacity in the area as a whole.  The priorities will be to 
make walking and cycling easier and more attractive in the towns and villages and find 
innovative ways of making public transport genuinely available for village residents.

The Vision

The Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston area will be distinctive and successful, with 
local businesses supported and the local economy diversified and strengthened. 
There will be a strong focus on tourism, leisure and green infrastructure, alongside 
the protection and enhancement of the area’s landscape character and its valuable 
built and natural environment. A balanced pattern of development in East 
Northamptonshire overall will be achieved by planning for vibrant rural and local 
service centres and thriving village communities in the rural north.
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V I S I O N  A N D  O U T C O M E S

 
3. A net gain in green infrastructure through the creation of a network of new 
walking and cycling routes, linking biodiversity, leisure and tourism assets

This means working with partners to achieve new cycle routes; improving walking and 
horse riding links across the Plan area; ensuring that new development contributes in the 
form of improved connectivity, habitat creation and recreational facilities; and providing for 
opportunities to make the most of tourism assets by encouraging tourist accommodation 
and new visitor attractions.

3.7 Environmental outcomes are:

 
4. Enhanced biodiversity management and statutory protection for key sites 
across the Plan area

This means designating new Local Nature Reserves and working in partnership with 
environmental groups to ensure the future management of sites of biodiversity importance.

 
5. A high quality of design that respects local distinctiveness and enhances the 
historic character and setting of the area’s towns and villages

This means ensuring that development fits in with the special character of the location 
in which it is placed; does not have an adverse visual impact on landscape character and 
that areas within settlements that are visually important to their form and character are 
protected from development.

3.8 Social outcomes are:

 
6. Market and affordable housing is provided to meet locally identified needs 

This means ensuring that the mix of house types, sizes and tenures provided in new 
housing development are in line with both identified needs and market demand.

 
7. Healthy, fulfilled and balanced lifestyles for all in the Rural North, Oundle and 
Thrapston

This means increasing the capacity of local educational establishments to cater for the 
increasing population and drive up local expectations and educational achievements, 
planning for good quality and publicly accessible sport and recreational space, increasing 
opportunities to enjoy the countryside, improving access to health and community 
facilities, enhancing community safety and reducing the fear of crime.
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This means safeguarding employment sites and identifying new locations for small and medium 
sized businesses, promoting opportunities for office based service activities, working in 
partnership with other bodies to improve workforce skills and match them with those required 
by local businesses, and positively planning for ‘green’ tourism and leisure developments.

 
9. Attractive and vibrant town centres for Oundle and Thrapston

In Thrapston this means investing in the town centre to extend the range of shopping 
and employment opportunities, enhance access to community and leisure facilities and 
ensure the town remains a prosperous focus for its rural hinterland.  In Oundle this means 
working to find car parking and traffic management solutions that respect the town 
centre’s historic character and enable businesses to thrive and diversify.

3.10 The outcomes will be delivered through implementation of the policies and 
proposals in the following sections.

 
8. A diverse range of jobs and business opportunities throughout the Rural 
North, Oundle and Thrapston

3.9 Economic outcomes are:




