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48 - POLEBROOK 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement considers the history and issues of particular relevance to Polebrook and must be read 

in conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Polebrook is located approximately 2½ miles south-east of Oundle.  The Parish also contains the hamlet of 

Armston, which, for the purpose of this plan, is regarded as ‘open countryside’. 
 
1.3 At the time of the Domesday survey ‘Pochebroc’, as it was then known, was held by the Abbey of Burgh.  

The village of Polebrook stands on a small outcrop of limestone.  The Manor House, north-east of Polebrook 
Hall, was constructed in the 17th and 18th Century with late 19th and early 20th Century alterations.  
Polebrook Hall was built in the 17th Century and enlarged and remodelled in 1881.  Part of the Manor House 
has been used as a summer house for Polebrook Hall. 

 
1.4 In Polebrook Parish there are 24 entries on the statutory list of buildings of special architectural or historic 

interest, 19 of which are within a Conservation Area which is centred upon All Saints Church.  Polebrook is in 
the Special Landscape Area. 
 

 
1.5 In 1991 the population of Polebrook Parish was 378, with a dwelling stock of 134, which includes 13 

dwellings owned by the District Council.  The mid 1995 estimates are a population of 416 and a dwelling 
stock of 150. 

 
1.6 The village is served by mains drainage, a primary school, village hall, a public house, and is visited by a 

mobile library.  Polebrook Parish Council have provided allotments for use by parishioners.  There is also a 
private nursing home in the village.   

 
 
2. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
2.1 The general form and character of the village is such that it is considered unable to accommodate significant 

development without affecting that character, or the village setting.  Polebrook is therefore categorised as a 
Restricted Infill settlement in policy H10. 

  
2.2 Land is not allocated for housing or employment on the Inset Proposals Map and development will not be 

permitted on the areas designated as Important Open Land.  During the Plan period some new housing may be 
permitted.  This will need to be within the confines of the village and must satisfy the criteria set out in policy 
H12.  Schemes for affordable housing may be allowed beyond the confines of the village, provided the criteria 
set out in policy H16 are satisfied.  There is already planning permission for five starter homes in Morgan's 
Close. 

 
2.3 Small scale business, general industrial and tourism developments located within the confines of the village 

may be permitted, provided the criteria set out in policy EMP11 are satisfied.  Part of the former airfield to the 
east of the village contains buildings used for storage and distribution and some local employment is available 
there.  The provision of recreation and community facilities will be supported by the District Council, within 
the terms of policy RL1. 

 
2.4 The existing Conservation Area boundary is shown on the Inset Proposals Map.  Development within this area 

will need to have regard to Policies EN12 to EN14, EN16, EN17 and EN19.  The boundary may be modified 
in the future. 

 
2.5 Attempts to limit the amount of traffic passing through villages on secondary roads are referred to in policy 

TR15.  One way of discouraging such traffic is the introduction of "Traffic Calming" measures.  The broad 
aim of Traffic Calming is to provide a highway environment which encourages drivers to feel that they are an 
‘intrusion’ in the area and therefore to drive more slowly and take extra care.  Traffic Calming measures can 
include, for example, ‘road humps’, carriageway narrowing, parking bays and widened footways.  An 
experimental scheme in Polebrook was found to be relatively unsuccessful however, and reduced measures 
are now in operation. 
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