
East Northamptonshire District Local Plan 1996 
Pilton Strategy Statement 

 
47 - PILTON 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement considers the history and issues of particular relevance to Pilton, and must be read in 

conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Pilton is located 3 miles south of Oundle, close to Wadenhoe and Lilford.  The village consists of a single 

street, and is detached from the Manor House and St Mary and All Saints Church, which are located to the 
north east.  Pilton was recorded in the Domesday Book as Pilchetone. 

 
1.3 The Manor House was built in the mid/late 16th Century and early 17th Century for the Tresham family and 

from 1715 until recently was used as the Rectory.  Of particular interest is the Old Watch House, also known 
as the Bede House.  Although the original use of the building remains obscure, it contains a brick stack with 
an access point thought to have been a look-out. 

 
1.4 In Pilton Parish there are 10 entries on the statutory list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest, 

all are within the village.  Numerous trees are the subject of a Preservation Order in the Parish.  Pilton is 
within the Special Landscape Area. 

 
1.5 In 1991 the population of Pilton Parish was 63, with a dwelling stock of 22.  The mid 1995 estimates are a 

population of 65 and a dwelling stock of 23. 
 
1.6 The village is visited by a mobile grocer, but does not have mains drainage   
 
 
2. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
2.1 The form, character and setting of the village is such that a strategy is required which permits additional 

development only in exceptional circumstances.  Pilton is therefore categorised as a Restraint settlement in 
policy H10. 

 
2.2 The environmental constraints, form and character of Pilton must be respected.  Development opportunities 

within the confines of the village will therefore need to satisfy the criteria set out in policy H13.  Development 
will not be permitted on the areas designated as Important Open Land.  Schemes for affordable housing will 
need to satisfy the criteria set out in policy H16. 

 
2.3 During the Plan period, small scale business, general industrial and tourism development may be permitted 

within the confines of the village, in the circumstances set out in policy EMP12.  The provision of recreation 
and community facilities will be supported by the District Council, within the terms of policy RL1. 
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