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40 - LILFORD 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement considers the history and issues of particular relevance to Lilford, and must be read in 

conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Lilford is located approximately ¼ mile west of the A605, 1 mile south-west of Barnwell.  The small hamlet 

of Wigsthorpe is located to the south-east of Lilford, and consists of two farms, a small number of dwellings 
and related outbuildings.  For the purpose of this plan Wigsthorpe is regarded as "open countryside".  Lilford 
was recorded in the Domesday Book as Lilleforde. 

 
1.3 Lilford Hall and associated parkland is located north-west of the village.  The hall was built around 1635 and 

alterations were made in the 18th Century by Henry Flitcroft for Thomas Pavys.  His grandson was created 
the first Lord Lilford by William Pitt, and Lilford remained the family home until the mid-1940's when it was 
sold to pay death duties of the fifth Lord Lilford.  The seventh Lord Lilford bought back Lilford Hall and Park 
and for the past 20 years the restocked aviaries, containing more than 350 birds of 110 species have been open 
to the public.  In the autumn of 1990 Lilford park was closed to the public. 

 
1.4 In the Parish of Lilford cum Wigsthorpe there are 10 entries on the statutory list of buildings of special 

architectural or historic interest, nine of which are within Lilford Park.  Tree Preservation Orders have been 
made at Lilford Park and along the course of the A605.  The village is in a Special Landscape Area. 

 
1.5 In 1991 the population of Lilford cum Wigsthorpe Parish was 68, with a dwelling stock of 34.  The mid 1995 

estimates are the same. 
 
1.6 Lilford is visited by a mobile library and relies upon Thrapston and Oundle to provide other services.  There is 

no mains drainage. 
 
 
2. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
2.1 The general form and character of the village is such that it is considered unable to accommodate significant 

development without affecting that character, or the village setting.  Lilford is therefore categorised as a 
Restricted Infill settlement in policy H10. 

  
2.2 Land is not allocated for housing or employment on the Inset Proposals Map.  During the Plan period some 

new housing may be permitted.  This will need to be within the confines of the village and must satisfy the 
criteria set out in policy H12.  Schemes for affordable housing may be allowed beyond the confines of the 
village, provided the criteria set out in policy H16 are satisfied. 

 
2.3 Small scale business, general industrial and tourism developments located within the confines of the village 

may be permitted, provided the criteria set out in policy EMP11 are satisfied.  The provision of recreation and 
community facilities will be supported by the District Council, within the terms of policy RL1. 

 
2.4 Until recently, Lilford Park was an important recreational resource for local people and attracted visitors from 

outside the District.  It is important that the hall and gardens are brought back into use to ensure their 
continued maintenance and protection.  Proposals for the use of the Hall and grounds are likely to be 
supported by the District Council provided any scheme protects their character and setting and, where 
possible, includes access for the general public. 
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