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Summary:  

This briefing note is to summarise the next stages in finalising the Rural North, Oundle and 
Thrapston Plan (RNOTP), following its adoption on 18 July 2011. 

 
 

The Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan (RNOTP) Adoption Process 

The RNOTP Adoption Documents will consist of: 

 Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan Development Plan Document (RNOTP 
DPD)  

 Statement of Adoption  
 Sustainability Appraisal Adoption Statement  
 Sustainability Appraisal documents 
 Inspector’s Report on the Examination into RNOTP DPD  

 
The process must adhere to : 

 European Directive EC/2001/42 (SEA Directive)  
 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
 The Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004 
 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
 Planning Policy Statement 12 (national planning policy) 

 
The next stages: 
 

1. The legislation and regulations require that East Northamptonshire Council must 
make the adopted RNOTP and accompanying documents, as outlined above,  
available as soon as reasonably practicable after 18 July 2011.  

 



2. Printing of the relevant documentation is currently underway.  Notification of 
interested parties (statutory bodies, interest groups, members of the public and other 
stakeholders) will take place during the week commencing 1 August 2011, when 
copies of the Adoption Statement (statutory notice) and an accompanying 
explanatory letter will be sent to all of these interested parties. 

 
3. The Adoption Statement provides formal notification that the RNOTP and 

accompanying Sustainability Appraisal and Appropriate Assessment Screening 
Reports are now formally adopted.  It explains the locations where the documents 
can be inspected, i.e. at all council offices and libraries within the District. This will 
also be placed in the Nene Valley News on 6 August 2011. The documents are also 
published on the website (www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/rnotp). 

 
4. From publication of the Adoption Statement on 6 August, any persons wishing to 

challenge the DPD may make an application to the High Court under Section 113 of 
the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The grounds on which any 
persons may apply to the High Court are as follows: 

 
 The document is not within the appropriate power 
 A procedural requirement has not been complied with 

 
Any application must be made within 6 weeks of the date of the Adoption Statement, 
i.e. before Saturday, 17 September 2011. 

 
5. The Proposals Maps are treated as a separate item.  Work will take place over the 

next few weeks to finalise these and also make them web-interactive, so that users 
will be able to click on a location and bring up the policies relevant to that location. 

 
6. Publication and printing of the finalised version of the RNOTP will take place after the 

expiry of the legal challenge period and it is anticipated that the published version of 
the Plan will be available in early October 2011. 

 

 

Originator: Michael Burton (Senior Planning Policy Officer) 

Contact details: 

Email: planningpolicy@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk  
 
Tel: 01832 742010 
 

 


