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17 - LOWER BENEFIELD 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement considers the history and issues of particular relevance to Lower Benefield, and must 

be read in conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Lower Benefield is located on the A427, approximately 3¼ miles west of Oundle and shares a Parish with 

Upper Benefield, ¾  of a mile to the north.  Benefield was recorded in the Domesday Book as Benefeld.  St 
Mary's Church, situated to the east of the Castle mound, has medieval origins and was largely rebuilt in 1847 
by John Macduff Derick for the Watts-Russell family.  Biggin Hall which is located 1½ miles east of Lower 
Benefield also has medieval origins, though the core of the house dates from around 1700. 

 
1.3 In Benefield Parish there are 42 entries on the statutory list of buildings of special architectural or historic 

interest, 15 are within the village of Lower Benefield.  There is also a Conservation Area which stretches from 
Castle mound in the west to Brook Farm in the east.  The site of Benefield Castle is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument.  The village is in the Special Landscape Area. 

 
1.4 In 1991 the population of Benefield Parish was 342, with a dwelling stock of 147, which includes 23 

dwellings owned by the District Council, all of which are in Upper Benefield.  The mid 1995 estimates are the 
same. 

 
1.5 Lower Benefield has mains drainage, a village hall and a post office and is visited by a variety of mobile 

services.  A bus service operates to Oundle, Peterborough and Corby.   
 
 
2. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
2.1 The form, character and setting of the village is such that a strategy is required which permits additional 

development only in exceptional circumstances.  Lower Benefield is therefore categorised as a Restraint 
settlement in policy H10. 

 
2.2 The environmental constraints, form and character of Lower Benefield must be respected.  Development 

opportunities within the confines of the village will therefore need to satisfy the criteria set out in policy H13.  
Development will not be permitted on the areas designated on the Inset Proposals Map as Important Open 
Land.  Schemes for affordable housing will need to satisfy the criteria set out in policy H16. 

 
2.3 During the Plan period, small scale business, general industrial and tourism development may be permitted 

within the confines of the village, in the circumstances set out in policy EMP12.  The provision of recreation 
and community facilities will be supported by the District Council, within the terms of policy RL1. 

 
2.4 The existing Conservation Area boundary is shown on the Inset Proposals Map.  Development within this area 

will need to have regard to policies EN12 to EN14, EN16, EN17 and EN19.  The boundary may be modified 
in the future. 
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