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13 - ALDWINCLE 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement considers the history and issues of particular relevance to Aldwincle, and must be 

read in conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Aldwincle is situated to the north of Thrapston between the A6116 and the A605.  The village is linear in 

form, centred along Main Street, with All Saints Church marking the southern most tip of the village.  In the 
11th Century Aldwincle was two separate parishes, St Peter's and All Saints, and remained so until 1879, 
when the parishes merged.  In 1976 All Saints Church was declared redundant but has since been restored as 
an architectural museum.  The poet John Dryden was born in 1631 in the Old Rectory, which is now known as 
Dryden House.   

 
1.3 In Aldwincle Parish, there are 33 entries on the statutory list of buildings of special architectural or historic 

interest, 27 are within the village.  Aldwincle Marsh, to the south of the village, is a designated Site of Special 
Scientific Interest and is an important wetland habitat.  Aldwincle is within the Special Landscape Area.  
Lyveden Old Bield and New Bield, constructed for the Tresham family, stand south of Harley Way in the 
northern part of the Parish.  The garden at Lyveden New Bield is included on the Register of Parks and 
Gardens of Special Historic Interest. 

 
1.4 In 1991 the population of Aldwincle Parish was 310, with a dwelling stock of 129, which includes eight 

dwellings owned by the District Council.  The mid 1995 estimates area population of 320 and a dwelling 
stock of 137. 

 
1.5 The village is served by mains drainage, and has a primary school and  village store incorporating a post 

office.  A bus service operates Tuesday-Saturday inclusive to neighbouring towns and to Peterborough. 
 
 
2. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
2.1 The general form and character of the village is such that it is considered unable to accommodate significant 

development without affecting that character, or village setting.  Aldwincle is therefore categorised as a 
Restricted Infill Settlement in policy H10.  Also within the Parish, but distinctly separate, is the group of 
dwellings within the Baulks Lane area.  Within this area there may be scope for infilling within the terms of 
the definition detailed in paragraph 4.59 of the general Housing section.  Proposals for development in this 
area will be considered in relation to that definition. 

 
2.2 Land is not allocated for housing or employment on the Inset Proposals Map and development will not be 

permitted on the areas designated as Important Open Land.  During the Plan period some new housing may be 
permitted.  This will need to be within the confines of the village and must satisfy the criteria set out in policy 
H12.  Schemes for affordable housing may be allowed beyond the confines of the village, provided the criteria 
set out in policy H16 are satisfied.  One such scheme has been provided in Cross Lane. 

 
2.3 Small scale business, general industrial and tourism developments located within the confines of the village 

may be permitted, provided the criteria set out in policy EMP11 are satisfied. 
 
2.4 Although a Recreation Ground is shown on the village map, it is currently used for grazing cattle, sheep and 

horses.  The provision of recreation and community facilities within Aldwincle will therefore be supported by 
the District Council, within the terms of policy RL1. 

 
2.5 A Pocket Park (see paragraph 8.32 of the general Recreation section) has been provided on the site of an old 

quarry adjacent to 1 Dryden's Terrace. 
 
2.6 Attempts to limit the amount of traffic passing through villages on secondary roads are referred to in policy 

T9.  
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