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12 - WOODFORD 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement describes issues of particular relevance to Woodford and includes specific proposals 

for the village.  It must be read in association with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Woodford was recorded in the Domesday book as Wodeford.  The oldest building is the Parish Church which 

dates, in parts, from the 12th Century.  A glass case in one of the pillars contains what is said to be the 
embalmed heart of a Knight killed in the Crusades, or possibly that of one of the Traillys, who were lords of 
the manor. 

 
1.3 At the turn of the century, Woodford was self sufficient in trade and industry.  Ironstone mining, limestone 

pits and furnaces all employed men from the area.  Two clothiers operated in the village and, although both 
have now closed, one of the factories is still in industrial use. 

 
1.4 Woodford House, 1½ miles east of the village, was built in the mid 18th Century.  The Duke of Wellington, 

was a frequent guest at the house.  The Round House, on Thrapston Road, commemorates the Battle of 
Waterloo.  There are 18 buildings in the Parish which are listed because of their special architectural or 
historic interest. 

 
1.5 Over the last century, Woodford has expanded, with both public and private housing.  In 1901 there were 321 

dwellings in the Parish while in 1981 there were 529.  The population actually fell during this time however, 
from 1409 to 1290. 

 
1.6 The 1991 Census showed a population of 1209, with a dwelling stock of 552, of which the District Council 

owned 155.  The mid 1995 estimates are a population of 1221 and a dwelling stock of 557. 
 
 
2. SERVICES AND FACILITIES 
 
2.1 Woodford's services include shops, post office, public houses and school.  A new doctor's surgery has recently 

been provided. 
 
2.2 There are bus services to Thrapston and Kettering, together with a community bus shared with other villages. 
 
 
3. CHARACTER AND SETTING 
 
3.1 The village stands to the north west of the River Nene, just south of the A14 and consequently has good 

access to the strategic road network. 
 
3.2 The oldest part of the village is around the southern end of the High Street and The Green, while to the north, 

there are 19th Century terraces of brick houses originally associated with the mining and clothing industries 
which flourished locally.  Further north is more modern private development and to the east houses provided 
by the local authority. 

 
 
4. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
4.1 The general form of the village and the range of facilities available gives scope for additional development to 

be accommodated.  Woodford is, therefore, classified as a Limited Development Village as described in 
policy H10.  

 
4.2 Since July 1988, 50 dwellings have either been built, are under construction or have planning permission.  

There is also scope for additional housing both for allocation in this Plan, and for the longer term. 
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POLICY WO1 
 
PROVISION IS MADE FOR ABOUT 45 DWELLINGS IN WOODFORD ON 1.69 HECTARES OF 
LAND SOUTH OF MILL ROAD AND WEST OF HIGHFIELD 

 
4.3 The scale of development this site could accommodate is in the order of 45 dwellings, together with open 

space and landscaping.  Access will need to be from Mill Road.  Early consultation with Anglian Water is 
essential to resolve foul water drainage issues which may be relevant to the development of the site.  
Improvements to the off site surface water system will be necessary, and the National Rivers Authority will 
need to be consulted regarding discharges into Alledge Brook.  Flow balancing may be required. Land to the 
south of the site, has potential for development in the longer term and the layout of the site will need to have 
regard to this. These issues should be considered in a detailed development brief which will need to be 
prepared and agreed before development can commence. 

 
4.4 In addition, potential for other new housing will be considered in relation to policy H11.  Schemes for 

affordable housing may be allowed beyond the confines of the village provided the criteria set out in policy 
H16 are satisfied. 

 
4.5 Land adjacent to the former Islip Furnace site has been developed by a company trading as ‘Euro Fleet’.  The 

area is used for storing and refurbishing cars which are operated by fleet customers. 
 
4.6 It is not intended to identify specific sites for commercial development therefore, but if  proposals are put 

forward, they will generally be supported where they meet the criteria set out in policy EMP10.   
 
4.7 The potential for carrying out an environmental improvement scheme in the area around The Green and High 

Street will be examined.  This could include a reorganisation of the road system, tree planting and street 
furniture. 

 
4.8 Important Open Land in Woodford has been identified upon which development will not be allowed.  The 

retention of these sites in their present form is essential to the character of the village. 
 
 


