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10 - STANWICK 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement describes issues of particular relevance to Stanwick and includes specific proposals 

for the village.  It must be read in association with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Stanwick, referred to as Stanwige or Stanwica in the Domesday book, may mean stone farm or stone village.  

In 1086 the manor of Stanwick was held by Peterborough Abbey but by 1224 there appear to have been two 
manors. 

 
1.3 A spring called Hollywell was once well known in the village and may have been the centre of a heathen cult, 

which was later Christianised. 
 
1.4 The Parish Church dates mainly from the 13th and 14th Centuries.  Stanwick Hall has 17th Century origins 

and the old Rectory was built in 1717.  These and four other buildings are entries on the statutory list of 
buildings of special architectural or historic interest. 

 
1.5 The village has expanded considerably in size over the last century with both public and private housing 

having been provided.  In 1901 there were 214 dwellings in the Parish while in 1981 there were 530.  Over 
the same period the population increased from 901 to 1343. 

 
1.6 The 1991 Census showed a population of 1481, with a dwelling stock of 575, of which the District Council 

owned 92.  The mid 1995 estimates are a population of 1505, and a dwelling stock of 585. 
 
 
2. SERVICES AND FACILITIES 
 
2.1 Stanwick has the largest village population in the District and services which include shops, a Working Men’s 

Club, a public house, a post office and a school.  There is also a range of outdoor recreation facilities to the 
west of Aris Lane.  The village is near to Raunds and its wider range of facilities.  

 
2.2 There are bus services to Raunds, Rushden, Wellingborough and Northampton. 
 
 
3. CHARACTER AND SETTING 
 
3.1 Stanwick is characterised by substantial 20th Century development.  Both private and local authority estates 

have been developed in the northern part of the village, and Spencer Parade rather than the High Street, has 
become the main thoroughfare.  Brick rather than stone predominates, with the main group of buildings of 
historic importance, situated off Higham Road. 

 
3.2 The village has benefitted from the A605 bypass, and the removal of much through traffic has resulted in 

environmental improvements in the centre of the village. 
 
 
4. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
4.1 The general form of the village and the range of facilities available gives scope for some additional 

development to be accommodated.  Stanwick is, therefore, classified as a Limited Development Village as 
described in policy H10.  Because of its proximity to Raunds, however, it is vital that the strategy should 
ensure that a separate physical identity is maintained. 

 
4.2 Since July 1988, 102 dwellings have either been built, are under construction or have planning permission.  

There remains scope for further development however well related to the existing built up part of the village. 
 
4.3 In addition, potential for other new housing will be considered in relation to policy H11. Schemes for 

affordable housing may be allowed beyond the confines of the village provided the criteria set out in policy 
H16 are satisfied. 
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4.4 Proposals for  new commercial development will be supported where they meet the criteria set out in policy 

EMP10.  
 
4.5 Important Open Land in Stanwick has been identified upon which development will not be allowed.  The 

retention of these sites in their present form is essential to the character of the village. 
 
4.6 Despite the opening of the bypass referred to in paragraph 3.2, the village still has a large number of heavy 

goods vehicles passing through it.  The potential for reducing this, possibly by means of a Weight Restriction 
Order will be examined. 

 
4.7 Raunds Town Council has made several representations in recent years about the poor education facilities in 

the village.  In particular, concern has been expressed that much of the accommodation is provided in the form 
of temporary mobile classrooms.  New housing development proposed in the village during the Plan period 
will result in a need for education facilities to be improved. 

 
4.8 There is considerable evidence of occupation in the Stanwick area from Roman, Saxon and Medieval times.  

Policies EN23 and EN24 are relevant.  Investigation has been carried out into the potential for the 
establishment of a Heritage Park in the Stanwick area as an educational and tourist resource.  The District 
Council supports such an initiative within the context of policy TO1. 
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