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45 - NASSINGTON 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement considers the history and issues of particular relevance to Nassington and must be read in 

conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Nassington is situated in the north-east of the District, about 7 miles north of Oundle.  The village streets form three 

sides of a square.  The Church and Manor Houses stand in one corner and probably mark the nucleus of the 
original settlement.  By the Conquest, Nassington was an important royal possession and was recorded in the 
Domesday book as Nassintone.  Improvements to the navigation of the River Nene in the 18th Century led to trade 
in goods such as timber, grain and coal.  The opening of the railway in 1879 diverted this trade away from the river 
but some wharves and ancillary buildings remain. 

 
1.3 The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin and All Saints dates back, in part, to the Anglo Saxon period.  Prebendal 

Manor House was built in the 13th Century and may be the oldest inhabited house in Northamptonshire.  There are 
33 entries on the statutory list of buildings of architectural or historic interest.  Several Tree Preservation Orders 
have been made within the village.  Nassington is within the Special Landscape Area and has several County 
Wildlife Sites. 

 
1.4 In 1991 the population of Nassington Parish was 672, with a dwelling stock of 277, of which 64 were owned by 

the District Council.  The mid 1995 estimates are a population of 701 and a dwelling stock of 289.  The village has 
mains drainage, a primary school, playing field and children's play area.  There is a Village general stores (which 
includes a post office), a butcher and a wine shop.  There are two public houses and a village hall.  Bus services 
operate to Peterborough, Stamford and Oundle.  A Pocket Park is located on the south side of Apethorpe Road. 

 
 
2. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
2.1 The general form and character of the village is such that it is considered unable to accommodate significant 

development without affecting that character, or the village setting.  Nassington is therefore categorised as a 
Restricted Infill settlement in policy H10.  Also within the parish but distinctly separate, is the group of 
dwellings within the Mill Road area.  Within this area there may be scope for infilling within the terms of the 
definition in paragraph 4.59. Proposals for development in this area will be considered in relation to that 
definition. 

 
2.2 Land is not allocated for housing or employment on the Inset Proposals Map and development will not be 

permitted on the areas designated as Important Open Land.  During the Plan period some new housing may be 
permitted.  This will need to be within the confines of the village and must satisfy the criteria set out in policy H12.  
Schemes for affordable housing may be allowed beyond the confines of the village, provided the criteria set out in 
policy H16 are satisfied.  One such scheme is being provided on Apethorpe Road. 

 
2.3 Small scale business, general industrial and tourism developments located within the confines of the village may be 

permitted, provided the criteria set out in policy EMP11 are satisfied.  The railway goods yard on Station Road is 
currently used for storage purposes by a coal merchant. The movement of heavy goods vehicles through the village 
is a matter of particular local concern and the District Council will resist development proposals which may create 
problems.  Policy TR9 is relevant in this respect. 

 
2.4 The provision of recreation and community facilities will be supported within the terms of policy RL1.  In addition, 

the District Council granted planning permission in February 1995 for the development of a Holiday Resort and 
International Golfing Centre on land west of Ring Haw.  This decision was made as a result of extensive 
consultation and negotiation with the developers.  The scheme offers beneficial prospects which will help overall 
tourist promotion in the District, in association with the Rockingham Forest concept, and is expected to provide 
jobs and facilities for local people as well as becoming an attraction of international importance.  Its use of disused 
mineral workings is consistent with Government advice for developments of this nature in the countryside.  This is 
because it avoids the loss of large areas of countryside which is either undisturbed or in agricultural use. 
Environmental impact assessments which have been carried out suggest that the development can be 
accommodated at this location, without there being an overall dis-benefit to the local environment. 

 
2.5 The existing Conservation Area boundary is shown on the Inset Proposals Map.  Development within this area 

will need to have regard to Policies EN12 to EN14, EN16, EN17 and EN19.  This boundary may be modified 
in the future. 
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