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9 - RINGSTEAD 

1. 	 INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

1.1 	 This Strategy Statement describes issues of particular relevance to Ringstead and includes specific proposals 
for the village. It must be read in association with the general policies and proposals. 

1.2 	 Ringstead was first documented in 1124 and the name may come from the Anglo Saxon ‘hring’, meaning a 
circular place; possibly derived from one of the ancient parish fields. 

1.3 	 Ringstead's oldest building is the Parish Church, which dates in part from the 12th Century. The local 
ironstone was employed in the building of private houses and was often used in association with limestone. 
There are four entries on the statutory list of buildings of special architectural or historic interest. 

1.4	 At one time shoemaking was carried out in the village hall and elsewhere and a small ‘closing’ business still 
operates in the village. 

1.5 	 The village has expanded considerably in size over the last century with the development of both public and 
private housing. In 1901 there were 229 dwellings in the Parish while in 1981 there were 459.  Over the same 
period the population increased from 928 to 1252. 

1.6 	 The 1991 Census showed a population of 1442 with a dwelling stock of 522, of which the District Council 
owned 86. The mid 1995 estimates are a population of 1519, and a dwelling stock of 554. 

2. 	 SERVICES AND FACILITIES 

2.1 	 Ringstead has the second largest population of any village in the District, and a good range of services and 
facilities, including shops, two public houses, a Working Men's Club, post office and primary school.  There 
is a trout fishery in Addington Road. 

2.2 	 The village is close to both Raunds and Thrapston where a wider range of facilities are available to residents. 

2.3 	 The Kinewell Lake Pocket Park and Local Nature Reserve is an important resource for the Parish established 
from former mineral workings and there is also a recreation ground within the village. 

2.4 	 There are bus services to Northampton, Wellingborough, Raunds, Rushden, Corby, Kettering and Thrapston. 

3. 	 CHARACTER AND SETTING 

3.1 	 Although containing some buildings of historic importance, Ringstead consists primarily of 19th and 20th 
Century development.  It is in the southern part of the District and despite the use of limestone and ironstone 
in building construction, brick dominates and influences the character of the settlement. The Parish has 
contributed significantly to the production of sand and gravel, and this has affected the setting and character 
of the village through the creation of large areas of water. 

3.2 	 The village has benefitted from the opening of the A605 bypass especially by the removal of through traffic 
which previously had to negotiate a double bend in the village. 

4. 	DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 

4.1	 The general form of the village and the range of facilities available gives scope for additional development to 
be accommodated.  Ringstead is, therefore, classified as a Limited Development Village as described in policy 
H10. 

4.2 	 Since July 1988, 78 dwellings have either been built, are under construction or have planning permission. 
There remains scope for further development well related to the existing built up part of the village. 
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POLICY RI1 

PROVISION IS MADE FOR ABOUT 15 DWELLINGS IN RINGSTEAD ON A SITE OF 0.56 
HECTARES, NORTH OF BACK LANE 

4.3 	 Access to this site will need to be from Back Lane, and is likely to require some improvement along the 
frontage. Off-site foul and surface water sewers may also need improvement and the timing of the 
development may need to be related to improvements necessary at the Islip Treatment Works.  Consideration 
will need to be given to the means necessary to dispose of surface water generated by the development.  There 
is potential for longer term development to the east of the site and the layout will need to have regard to this.    

4.4 	 In addition to the longer term potential described in paragraph 4.3 above, potential for other new housing will 
be considered in relation to policy H11.  Schemes for affordable housing may be allowed beyond the confines 
of the village provided the criteria set out in policy H16 are satisfied. 

4.5 	 A partnership scheme involving the District Council and a Housing Association has provided sixteen units 
suitable for first time purchasers, on a shared ownership arrangement. 

4.6 	 In view of the substantial proposals for commercial development detailed in the Strategy Statements for 
Raunds and Thrapston and the ease of access to those settlements, it is not proposed to identify sites for 
employment related development.  Proposals for new commercial development will be supported, however, 
where they meet the criteria set out in policy EMP10.  

4.7 	 Important Open Land in Ringstead has been identified upon which development will not be allowed.  The 
retention of this area in its present form is essential to the character of the village. 
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