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7 - BRIGSTOCK 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement describes issues of particular relevance to Brigstock and includes specific proposals 

for the village.  It must be read in association with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Although evidence of very early occupation has been found in the Parish, the existing settlement probably has 

its origins in Saxon times.  There are remains of a 10th Century tower at the Parish Church.  In the Domesday 
Book the village is referred to as Brigstoc. 

 
1.3 During the Middle Ages, Brigstock was an important administrative centre for Rockingham Forest, with a 

Market Charter granted in 1426. 
 
1.4 The first school was endowed in the early 17th Century and although the building has gone, the historic core 

of the village still retains many buildings originating in the 17th and 18th Centuries.  Within the Parish there 
are 49 entries on the statutory list of buildings which are of  special architectural or historic interest. 

 
1.5 The village has expanded in the last century with the development of both public and private housing.  In 

1901 there were 235 dwellings in the Parish while in 1981 there were 496.  Over the same period the 
population increased from 999 to 1229. 

 
1.6 The 1991 Census showed a population of 1260, with a dwelling stock of 534, of which the District Council 

owned 145.  The mid 1995 estimates are a population of 1310, and a dwelling stock of 555. 
 
 
2. SERVICES AND FACILITIES 
 
2.1 Brigstock is one of the District's largest villages and has a range of services, including shops, a post office, 

public houses and a school. 
 
2.2 The Country Park is an important resource and there is a Pocket Park in Barnard Way.  There is a recreation 

ground in the village and a new village hall and doctors' surgery.  There are bus services to Kettering, Corby, 
Thrapston and Oundle. 

 
 
3. CHARACTER AND SETTING 
 
3.1 Brigstock is one of the most westerly of the District's villages with Corby the nearest urban settlement.  The 

village stands adjacent to Harper's Brook, a tributary of the River Nene.  It has good access to the A43 and 
strategic road network. 

 
3.2 The historic centre of the village is mainly 17th and 18th Century but modern housing development has taken 

place, primarily to the south east and north west.  There is a District Council sheltered housing scheme within 
the village. 

 
3.3 The village has benefited from the opening of the A6116 bypass, especially by the removal of through traffic 

from High Street, Church Street and Hall Hill, upon which the designated Conservation Area is centred. 
 
 
4. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
4.1 The general form of the village and the range of facilities available gives scope for additional development to 

be accommodated.  Brigstock is, therefore, classified as a Limited Development Village as described in policy 
H10. 

 
4.2 Since July 1988, 80 dwellings have either been built, are under construction or have planning permission.   
 
4.3 In view of this and the need to retain the historic character of the village, it is intended to identify sites for 

housing purposes only where environmental benefits can be achieved and to draw attention to the longer term 
potential. 

 
157 



East Northamptonshire District Local Plan 1996 
Brigstock Strategy Statement 

 
POLICY BR1 
 
PROVISION IS MADE FOR ABOUT 55 DWELLINGS IN BRIGSTOCK ON THE SITES LISTED 
BELOW: 

 
  Hectares Estimated Dwellings 
 
A) BACK LANE 1.2  30 
B) KENNEL HILL 1.0 25 

 
A) Back Lane - The scale of development this site can accommodate is in the order of 30 dwellings 

together with open space and landscaping.  Development is dependent on the relocation of the 
existing timber mill, and the whole site will need to be developed comprehensively, with the 
commercial activities on the site completely removed before any dwellings are occupied.  A new 
surface water sewer discharging to Harper's Brook will be required.  This will need to meet the 
requirements of the National Rivers Authority.  Improvements to Back Lane and to the junction of 
Back Lane and Stanion Road will be necessary.  There is potential for longer term development to 
the north of this site which should be taken into account in the layout. 

 
B) Kennel Hill - This site is occupied by the kennels of the Woodland Pytchley Hunt which would 

require relocation away from this essentially residential area.  The scale of development the site 
could accommodate is in the order of about 25 dwellings together with open space and landscaping.  
Infrastructure considerations are the same as site BR1-A.  In view of the activities on the site, a 
detailed soil investigation survey will need to be carried out, and any remedial action necessary to 
ameliorate potential problems implemented before any dwellings are occupied. Access is 
fundamental to the potential for the redevelopment of this site and improvements to Kennel Hill may 
be necessary. 

 
4.4 Longer term development potential needs to be taken into account in respect of site BR1-A. 
 
4.5 Potential for other new housing will be considered in relation to policy H11.  Schemes for affordable housing 

may be allowed beyond the confines of the village provided the criteria set out in policy H16 are satisfied. 
 
4.6 Land adjacent to the existing petrol filling station and depot in Sudborough Road is used primarily for the 

stationing of agricultural machinery.  A reorganisation of this site would release a site near to the bypass 
which would be suitable for the establishment of small workshops. 

 
 

POLICY BR2 
 
PROVISION IS MADE FOR 0.40 HECTARES OF LAND FOR BUSINESS AND GENERAL 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT (CLASSES B1 AND B2) ON LAND IN SUDBOROUGH ROAD 

 
4.7 Small industrial units giving scope for local employment and new businesses to establish, would be 

appropriate for this site.  A group of units of between 50 to 100 square metres each, sharing an access with the 
depot, could be accommodated.  Business and general industrial development within Use Classes B1 and B2 
are considered the most appropriate.  There needs to be adequate screening to the boundaries of the site 
because of the proximity of existing housing and the Pocket Park to the east of the site. 

 
Brigstock Camp 

 
 POLICY BR3 
 
 PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR NEW USES, INCLUDING AGRICULTURE, 
 FORESTRY, RECREATION, TOURISM, EMPLOYMENT, OR ANY SUITABLE MIX THEREOF, 
 OF 4HA OF LAND AT BRIGSTOCK CAMP PROVIDED THAT: 
  

(I) THE PROPOSAL, INCLUDING ANY NECESSARY ACCESS WORKS, IS CARRIED OUT 
TO A DESIGN, SCALE AND LAYOUT AND CONSTRUCTED OF MATERIALS ALL OF 
WHICH ARE SYMPATHETIC TO THE SITE AND ITS SURROUNDINGS; 

  
(II) THERE IS NO ADVERSE IMPACT UPON THE AMENITIES OF ADJOINING LAND 

USERS; 
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(III) THE PROPOSAL DOES NOT RESULT IN AN ADVERSE IMPACT UPON THE 

AMENITIES OF THE SURROUNDING AREA AND IN PARTICULAR DOES NOT 
RESULT IN A VISUAL INTRUSION WITHIN THE SPECIAL LANDSCAPE AREA; 

  
(IV) THERE IS NO UNACCEPTABLE TRAFFIC IMPACT UPON THE RURAL ROAD 

NETWORK; AND 
  
(V) THERE IS NO OTHER REASONABLE ALTERNATIVE USE FOR THE SITE IF THE 

DEVELOPMENT WERE NOT PERMITTED 
 

4.8 Brigstock Camp is located in the open countryside, on the north side of the A6116, some 1km to the north-
west of the village.  It comprises a range of derelict brick and timber buildings dating from the 1930’s.  It has 
been used for a variety of purposes related to training/military activity and temporary accommodation until the 
1960’s.  The last uses of the site, as a lorry park and cattle transport business, ceased in 1993. 

 
4.9 Infrastructure costs arising in respect of acceptable schemes for the re-use of the site, will include the need to 

demolish the existing structures, break up their foundations and bases and ensure that access is provided in 
accordance with the requirements of the District Council and Local Highway Authority. 

 
4.10 The site represents an anomaly in the open countryside and were it not for the particular circumstances 

surrounding its history and current dereliction then there would be no prospect of favourable consideration 
given to future development. 

 
4.11 Any proposal for the re-use and redevelopment of the site will also need to be accompanied by details 

demonstrating how the site will be serviced, and marketed, so that the implementation of the proposal is 
achieved comprehensively within a defined timescale, avoiding partial and piecemeal development. 

 
4.12 Proposals for other new commercial development will be supported where they meet the criteria set out in 

policy EMP10. 
 
4.13 Important Open Land in Brigstock has been identified upon which development will not be allowed.  The 

retention of these sites in their present form is essential to the character of the village. 
 
4.14 Similarly, the Conservation Area is important to the character of Brigstock and it is intended to prepare a 

strategy for Conservation Areas as described in paragraphs 3.100 and 3.101.  It is also intended to review the 
boundaries of the Conservation Area and development within the area which is shown on the Inset Proposals 
Map, will need to have regard to policies EN12 to EN14, EN16,  EN17 and EN19.  
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