Summary of Accounts

2009 / 2010

What did we spend money on?
We show the cost of running our services (i.e. day to day expenses) in our revenue account. The table
below shows you the net expenditure in 2009/10 compared to 2008/09 and the amount left to be met
from local and national tax income (i.e. Council Tax and Government Grant). Budgets are set before
the start of each year. At the end of 2009/10 there was an over-spend of £5,174,000 (or 37.6% of the
budget set).
Restated Net Expenditure
in 08/09 £000

Net Expenditure in 09/10 £000

Central Services to the public

1,210

1,491

Cultural, environmental and
planning services (e.g. Electoral
Registration, Land Charges,
Financial Services regarding
Council tax, Business Rates
and Benefits)

9,010

13,170

588

1,243

Housing Services

1,247

1,479

Corporate and Democratic Core
(e.g. External Audit Fees and
Management costs of Strategic
Work)

1,756

1,569

Net Cost of Services

13,811

18,952

Less internal depreciation
charge for running East
Northamptonshire’s services

(1,376)

(6,781)

Less Income from investments

(1,143)

(472)

Money taken to/(from) reserves
for future use

127

1,830

Cost of Local Services met by
local and national taxes

11,419

13,529

What we spent

Highways, Roads and
Transportation

Day to Day Spending

Charity shop ran by
young people of Rushden

Where did the money come from?
We spent £13.529 million on running services after allowing for income (such as environmental health,
planning etc). We financed our spending using local and national taxes.
How we paid for services

Restated 2008/09 £000

2009/10 £000

5,176

5,458

820

1,865

Business Rates

5,525

5,267

Total Income from Local and National Taxes

11,521

12,590

Local Taxes – Council Tax
National Taxes – Government Grant

43% of our income came from Council tax and 57% from national taxes.
The £5.458 million raised from Council tax is East Northamptonshire Council’s proportion of your
Council Tax bill. When you receive your Council Tax bill it is made up of:
13% East Northamptonshire Council (ENC)
14% Northamptonshire Police Authority (NPA)
73% Northamptonshire County Council (Schools, Social Care and Highways etc) (NCC)

13%

14%
ENC
NPA
NCC

73%

Day to Day Spending

Customer Contact Service at
East Northamptpnshire Council

Did we have anything left over?
We spent more than we got in last year.
Revenue Account Surplus
Cost of Services
Income from local and national taxes
(Surplus)/Deficit for the year

Restated 2008/09 £000

2009/10 £000

11,419

13,529

(11,521)

(12,590)

(102)

939

The deficit for the year was funded from reserves to give a new balance of £2 million.

Day to Day Spending

Positive Community Safety
messages on ENC vehicles

What we spent - investing in our property and land
We also spend money on buying, improving and repairing our property and land so we can offer the
best service we can. This is called Capital spending. We have to account for this type of spending
separately from the running of day-to-day services.
What we spent

2008/09 £000

2009/10 £000

Housing

505

963

Leisure

1,415

167

Environment

1,039

1,072

IT Equipment

350

276

Vehicles

327

95

Other

155

101

3,791

2,674

Total Capital Expenditure

Where did the money come from?
We spent £2.7million on our property and land. The money came from;
Where did the money come from

2008/09 £000

2009/10 £000

Grants and Contributions (e.g. from Government)

1,296

1,551

Capital Reserves (i.e. money we put aside)

2,495

1,123

Total Funding for Capital Expenditure

3,791

2,674

Capital Spending
Plans for new
affordable housing

What are we worth?
At the end of each financial year, we draw up a balance sheet that represents:
•
•
•
•

how much East Northamptonshire Council’s property and land is worth
(i.e. the value of our assets)
how much cash and investments we have (i.e. an asset, as we could use
this in our business)
what others owe us (i.e. these are assets). The total includes amounts
from taxpayers and central government.
what is owed to others (goods and services that are received but payment
is not due yet and amounts owed to central government are liabilities.
The Council has no loans)
At 31 March 2009
£million

At 31 March 2010
£million

Value of Land and Property

32.292

33.448

Cash Investments and cash at bank

14.059

10.653

Money owed to East Northamptonshire Council

3.529

5.224

Money owed by East Northamptonshire Council

(17.086)

(27.494)

32.794

21.831

(32.794)

(21.831)

Net Assets

Total Assets less liabilities
East Northamptonshire Reserves

East Northamptonshire Council’s net worth is £21.831 million. This is represented by
•
•
•
•
•

Capital reserves = £30.840 million
Pension reserve = (£22.230 million)*
Revenue reserves = £6.415 million
Revaluation reserve = £6.851 million
Collection Fund Adj. Account = (£0.045 million)

*Deficit on pension fund as calculated by the actuaries
and is not a liability for East Northamptonshire Council.
East Northamptonshire Council has a legal responsibility
to maintain a sensible level of revenue balances and reserves.

Day to Day Spending
The Hayden Flag group

Summary of accounts 2009/10 – update on our progress
These are exciting times for East Northamptonshire, as one of the fastest growing districts in the country
and a sought-after place to live because of its good quality of life. East Northamptonshire Council is
playing a key role now and in the future in helping to secure that quality of life for local people. We are
also contributing to the development of the district as a whole through the work that we do and through
delivering high quality services for local people.
To help us do this we have set ourselves the challenge to become an excellent council in the eyes of
the community.
In October 2008, we published our Corporate Plan which sets out our ambitions for the district and our
residents. The document reflects what our residents told us was important to them in having a good
quality of life.
We are currently developing a new Corporate Plan where we will revisit the priorities we identified to
see if they are priorities for the council and still important to our residents. Look out for more information
on our website at www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk
You can find out how we performed during 2009/10 by visiting
www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/performance
In last year’s summary of accounts, we provided an update on some of our key priorities for the coming
year. Here is our progress to date:
What we said we’d do:

Our progress

Clean streets
We will maintain a weekly
refuse collection service.

We continue to offer a weekly waste collection to all households in the district.
We are currently in the process of procuring a new contract for our waste and
recycling services, which will come into force in August 2011. Look out for more
information on the new service during 2011.

Meeting housing needs
We will seek, through our
planning policies, to increase
the amount of affordable
housing provided on new
developments.

Despite the recession, we had our second best year ever in 2009/10 for affordable
housing completions. In total, 120 additional affordable homes were delivered.
This was achieved through partnership working between housing associations,
developers, funders and the council’s strategic housing team.

Reduced anti-social behaviour
We will target the few prolific
offenders who cause most of
the problems.

We work with partners through the Community Safety Tasking & Co-ordination
group, which targets prolific offenders with activities to divert them from committing
crime.
Young people have participated in a number of projects supported by the council,
including the Winterblast event in February 2010 and the Business Dragons
event in July 2010.

We will recognise and celebrate
the positive contribution that
many young people make to
their local communities.

More recently, young people have been taking part in a project to run a charity
shop in Rushden High Street. The project has been extended as it proved so
successful over the summer holidays. The shop is teaching young people life
skills and giving them experience of being in a work environment.
East Northamptonshire’s Youth Council awards grant funding for projects
developed and funded by young people in the district.

Improved market towns
We will support a thriving
network of market towns as
local service centres across
the district.

During these difficult economic times, we have worked with our local businesses
by putting on a series of Recession Buster sessions. These provide useful
information to help businesses across the district survive the recession. We have
also worked with Town Councils and business groups across the district to help
them access funding opportunities.

We will survey our businesses
to understand their needs and
provide support to help them
thrive in challenging market
conditions.

Since carrying out the survey last year, we have set up the East Northamptonshire
Business Panel. It aims to help the council deliver better business services by
giving them an opportunity to voice opinions and views on the council’s services
to them. It will be establishing, promoting and engaging in two-way dialogue
between businesses and the council.

High quality built environment
We will restrict growth to those
areas where development can
be accommodated.
We will seek to involve local
people in the planning process.

We will be involving the public in the development of key plans to help us control
the growth of the district for the benefit of our current and future communities.
Residents have already been involved in planning the regeneration of Rushden
town centre, and Raunds residents now have the opportunity to do the same for
their town.

Effective management of waste
We will reduce the amount of
domestic waste that is taken to
landfill.

The total tonnage of household waste sent to landfill actually increased slightly
in 2009/10 to 20,234 tonnes (compared to 20,075 tonnes in 2008/09). We are
continuing our education activities to spread the waste minimisation and recycling
messages to encourage residents to reduce the amount of domestic waste that
is taken to landfill.

We will increase recycling rates
through continued education
and enforcement.

The proportion of household waste recycled or composted declined slightly in
2009/10 to 30.57%, down from 32.02% in 2008/09. It is likely that the economic
climate affected the volume of recycling last year, and adverse weather conditions
probably had an effect on the amount of green waste sent for composting. We will
carry on with our education campaigns to increase recycling.

Reduced deprivation
We will extend our successful
community development work
in Rushden Pemberton Ward
into parts of Irthlingborough
John Pyel Ward and Rushden
Hayden Ward.

The two projects are now well underway. Recent work includes community tidyups, fun days, a school gardening club and consultation with local residents. A
community association for progressing the Hayden project has formed, known
as Hayden FLAG (Facilitating Local Action Group), while a successful youth club
has been formed as part of the John Pyel project.

We will continue our campaign
to maximise take up of national
and local benefits.

This campaign has continued during difficult economic times. In 2009/10, an
additional £186,294 was awarded, helping 235 people to increase their income.
This was achieved by staff providing additional advice to claimants during the
course of their work or through attending promotional events.

Good value for money
We will continue to keep Council
Tax levels as low as possible
while improving services.

Average band D equivalent council tax, for local services (excluding Town and
Parish Councils) was the lowest in the county for 2009/10 and continues to be so
for the 2010/11 financial year. It has also been the second lowest in our “nearest
neighbours group” (similar authorities) for the same period.

We will continue to look for
opportunities to reduce costs
through flexibility, for example
through joining up services
with other councils.

We currently share our finance service with Corby Borough Council and our ICT
service also looks after the Borough Council of Wellingborough’s ICT needs. We
will continue to look for opportunities to reduce costs in such ways.

Our new Corporate Plan, to be published by the end of 2010/11, will set out the Council’s priorities
over the next few years. Feedback on these new priorities will be given in next year’s Summary of
Accounts.

Chief Finance Officer Statement
As East Northamptonshire Council’s Chief Finance Officer, I can confirm that this year’s statement of
accounts has been prepared in line with Local Authority Accounting Code of Practice. The figures in
this summary have been compiled from the full statement of accounts which was audited by the Audit
Commission, the Governments spending watchdog. As in previous years we received an unqualified
audit opinion.
A full copy of the audited statement of accounts and detailed performance indicator results can be
found on the East Northamptonshire website at
www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/statementofaccounts

Mark Lovell CPFA
Executive Director / Chief Finance Officer

All this for £116.56*

The lowest council tax in Northamptonshire.
*East Northamptonshire Council’s proportion of the Council Tax Bill (based on average Band D property)

You can ask for this summary to be supplied in large
print, tape format or other languages by calling
01832 742000
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