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5 - RUSHDEN 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement describes the planning background together with specific policies and proposals for Rushden.  

It should be read in conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Rushden is the largest town in East Northamptonshire and is located in the south of the District.  It is well served by 

strategic roads.  The A45 is situated to the north of the town, the A6 runs through the town and the A605 runs from the 
A6 to the A141, east of Peterborough.  The construction of the A6 bypass to the east of Rushden, is programmed to 
commence in 1994/1995.  Bus services operate to Northampton, Wellingborough, Kettering, Market Harborough, 
Bedford, London, Thrapston, Irthlingborough, Raunds, Kimbolton, St Neots and surrounding villages. 

 
1.3 Whilst archaeological evidence of settlements in the Rushden area goes back to the Iron Age and Roman periods, the 

origins of the town probably date back to the Saxons, who had a place of worship here.  The Normans called the place 
"Risdene" and built a church.  The present church dates from the 13th Century.  Rushden Hall has its origins in the 
14th Century, but is mostly of a later date. 

 
1.4 The town developed as a result of the mechanisation of the boot and shoe manufacturing industry.  Footwear 

manufacture is still important economically, although the industrial base has diversified considerably in recent years.  
A major fire in 1901 destroyed many buildings in the old town centre, although rebuilding and new development has 
generally preserved the medieval street pattern, which is largely intact today.  Rushden was the birthplace of H E 
Bates, the novelist. 

 
1.5 The 1991 Census showed a population of 23,592, and the mid 1995 estimate was 24,707.  The housing stock in 1991, 

consisted of 9769 dwellings, of which 1542 were owned by the District Council.  The mid 1995 housing stock estimate 
was 1522. 

 
 
2. SERVICES AND FACILITIES 
 
 Shopping 
 
2.1 Rushden's town centre shopping area remained relatively unchanged until recently, with numerous small, mainly local 

shops and several larger general stores, along a traditional High Street.  In the last few years, two developments have 
significantly added to the character and diversity of the shopping facilities.  A supermarket and associated shop units 
off Duck Street/College Street, has provided 24,000 square feet of retail floorspace.  A smaller courtyard and 
development off the High Street, has provided seven further shops in association with 72 flats. 

 
2.2 The Co-operative Society's redevelopment of their High Street site has resulted in more modern and attractive 

shopping facilities. 
 
 
 

 

Community Facilities and Education 
 
2.3 The town has a range of facilities including a library, police station, fire station, health centre and clinics, hospital, 

sports centre, leisure pool, public parks and several recreation grounds.  There are also private sports and social clubs, a 
ski club and a transport museum. 

 
2.4 There are ten primary schools and one senior school in Rushden. 
 
 

Drainage, Sewerage and Water Supply 
 
2.5 The Broadholme sewage treatment works serves Rushden and other settlements in the area.  Drainage, 

sewerage and water supply improvements required as part of new developments, are detailed under each land 
use proposal and are covered by policy PU2. 

 
 
3. CHARACTER AND SETTING 
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3.1 Despite the evidence of earlier buildings, Rushden dates mainly from the late 19th Century onwards and is based 

around a traditional High Street, running north-south.  To the west, south and east of the town centre, are many streets 
of brick terraced housing associated with old leather tanning and boot and shoe factories.  Originally these areas would 
have been characterised by a mixture of housing and employment uses.  In recent years, however, many of these 
factory sites have been redeveloped for residential purposes. 
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3.2 Hall Park, to the south of the town centre, forms an important break in the built up area, providing attractive open 

space for the residents. 
 
3.3 In the last fifty years, Rushden has grown outwards in all directions, expanding south to the District and County 

boundary and north to merge with Higham Ferrers. 
 
3.4 The main employment area lies to the west of the town and is easily accessible from the A45.  Here a mixture of 

office, manufacturing and distribution uses form the basis of Rushden's continuously diversifying economy. 
 
 
4. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
4.1 Rushden is the largest settlement in East Northamptonshire and has the capacity for further growth.  Development 

is constrained to the west by the A45 and the River Nene floodplain.  The construction of the A6 bypass will form 
a barrier to development further to the east. The District and County boundaries limit the extent to which the 
Council can consider land allocations to the south of the town.  The greatest opportunities for development within 
the Plan period, are to the south-east and north-east of Rushden. 

 
 
 Housing 
 
4.2 Since July 1988, about 1778 dwellings have either been built, are under construction, or have planning permission 

in Rushden. 
 
4.3 The Higham Ferrers and Rushden Interim Land Use Statement (February 1989) identified land for 790 dwellings 

in the town.  Development is already underway on some of these sites and permission has been granted on others.  
Those not yet committed are carried forward in this Plan together with other sites appropriate for residential 
development. 

 
 

POLICY RU1 
 

PROVISION IS MADE FOR ABOUT 1030 DWELLINGS IN RUSHDEN ON THE SITES LISTED 
BELOW: 

 
  Hectares Estimated Dwellings 
 
A) NEWTON ROAD 5.35  100 
B) BARRINGTON ROAD 14.57 330 
C) BALMORAL AVENUE 11.30 280 
D) BEDFORD ROAD 12.80 320 

 
A) Newton Road - The scale of development this site can accommodate is in the order of 100 

dwellings, together with open space and landscaping.  Access can be provided from the site to the 
west, although a second access from Newton Road will also be required.  Foul and surface water 
sewers will need to be connected to the system along Barrington Road.  To avoid problems of 
disturbance from the A6 bypass, a landscaped buffer of at least 20 metres width, should be provided.  
This will affect the residential potential of the land as will the requirements of the Newton 
Road/bypass junction.  These issues will need to be taken into account in a detailed development 
brief which should be prepared and agreed before development can commence. 

 
(B) Barrington Road - The scale of development this site can accommodate is in the order of 330 

dwellings, together with open space and landscaping.  Access can be provided from Barrington Road 
initially,  but a second point of access will be required for the full development of the site.  Foul and 
surface water sewers will need to be connected to the system along Barrington Road.  Improvements 
will be required to the pumping station and sewage treatment works.  Upgrading of the water supply 
system may be necessary and will need to be funded at the developer's expense.  To avoid problems 
of disturbance from the A6 bypass, a landscaped buffer of at least 20 metres width should be 
provided.  It should be noted that 1.35 hectares of this site is to be reserved for a primary school, 
which is referred to in policy RU6.  Before development of the site can commence, a detailed 
development brief will need to be prepared and agreed.  Land to the south of this site has potential 
for longer term residential development.  An access point to the land has therefore been identified for 
protection and is shown on the Inset Proposals Map. 
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C) Balmoral Avenue - The scale of development this site can accommodate is in the order of 280 

dwellings, together with open space and landscaping.  The development will not be able to be 
completed until the proposed link road from the A6 bypass to the town centre has been provided.  
Access will either need to be from a new road connecting the town centre link to Windsor Road or 
from a roundabout depending on the final form and design of the A6 bypass and town centre link 
road.  In addition to on-site works foul and surface water sewers will need to be constructed along 
the line of the town centre link road to its junction with Rectory Road.  This should be provided as 
part of a joint scheme serving the commercial land to the north.    Upgrading of the water supply 
system may be necessary, and will need to be funded at the developer's expense.  A landscaped 
buffer of at least 20 metres width should be provided between the site, the town centre link road and 
A6 bypass, to ensure that no undue disturbance occurs.  Before development of the site can 
commence, a detailed development brief will need to be prepared and agreed.  A 10" gas main 
crosses the site and the development brief will need to make provision for its protection. 

 
D) Bedford Road - The scale of development this site can accommodate is in the order of 320 

dwellings, together with open space and landscaping.  Access will be from Bedford Road, the 
existing A6 Trunk Road, and should eventually provide a connection with the road serving 
development currently underway, to the west.  The development will be serviced by connection to 
Bedford Road sewers which have sufficient capacity to cater for the anticipated increase in flows. 
Upgrading of the water supply system may be necessary and will need to be funded at the developer's 
expense.  Before development of the site can commence, a detailed development brief will need to be 
prepared and agreed. 

 
4.4 In addition to the land identified in this Plan, and existing commitments, there may be other "windfall" sites 

within Rushden which will contribute additional dwellings to this total;  for instance small sites such as 
infilling, the subdivision of houses and conversion or redevelopment of sites currently in other uses.  This is 
explained in the Housing section of the general policies, (paragraph 4.31 and policies H5 to H9). 

 
4.5 The location and mix of new housing land, existing commitments and "windfall" sites, will provide Rushden 

with a range and choice of opportunities for residential development.  The need for further provision will be 
examined regularly, and additional land may be allocated in future reviews of this Plan. 

 
4.6 In addition to the main town, there is a substantial area of ribbon development to the south of Rushden, along 

Bedford Road, Newton Road and Avenue Road.  Although it is not desirable to allow the further expansion of 
this area into the open countryside, there has been a policy in existence for some years permitting infilling and 
redevelopment.  That policy has been reviewed and the following will now apply: 

 
 

POLICY RU2 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL NORMALLY BE GRANTED FOR RESIDENTIAL INFILLING 
OR REDEVELOPMENT IN BEDFORD ROAD, AVENUE ROAD AND NEWTON ROAD WHERE 
IT: 

 
(I) RELATES TO LAND WITHIN THE BUILT UP AREA, HAS A FRONTAGE TO THE 

HIGHWAY AND A DEPTH SIMILAR TO ADJOINING RESIDENTIAL CURTILAGES; 
  
(II) DOES NOT RESULT IN A BACKLAND FORM OF DEVELOPMENT 

 
Long Term Potential 

 
4.7 It is not possible to predict future building rates with any certainty and the Plan will therefore be subject to 

continuous monitoring and review in order to ensure that adequate land is available to continue to meet 
housing needs and maintain choice and flexibility. 

 
4.8 An area south of Barrington Road could offer potential for residential development in the longer term as 

referred to in policy RU1-B above. 
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 Employment 
 
4.9 The main industrial areas are located to the west of the town, around Sanders Lodge and Northampton Road. Several 

large sites currently have planning permission for industrial and commercial development within use classes B1, B2 
and B8 (Business, General Industrial Storage and Distribution).  These include 6.1 hectares at Crown Park;  6.5 
hectares at Foxhills Farm and 2.03 hectares adjacent to the A45.  A total of 14.63 hectares is therefore immediately 
available for employment generating  uses.  There is also permission for a retail development adjacent to the Safeway 
Store at Crown Park.  These sites were mainly identified in the Rushden and Higham Ferrers Interim Land Use 
Statement, apart from Foxhills Farm, which was identified in the deposit version of this District Local Plan. 

 
4.10 Those sites previously identified but not yet with permission have been modified and carried forward in this Plan, 

together with additional sites for development. 
 
 

POLICY RU3 
 
PROVISION IS MADE FOR 16.64 HECTARES OF LAND FOR INDUSTRIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS (B1, B2 AND B8 USES) ON THE SITES LISTED BELOW: 

 
  Hectares 
 
A) EAST OF PROSPECT AVENUE 13.00  
B) SHIRLEY ROAD 3.64 

 
A) Prospect Avenue - This site is considered appropriate for general industrial and commercial activities of the 

type included in Use Classes B1, B2 and B8.  Development will not be able to proceed until the proposed 
link road from the A6 bypass to the town centre has been provided.  Access to the site will need to be from 
the new link road, or from an extension to it, depending on final decisions regarding the design of the link 
road.  The site is subject to some dereliction and a ground and soil condition survey will need to be carried 
out.  In addition to on-site works, foul and surface water  sewers will need to be constructed along the line of 
the town centre link road, to its junction with Rectory Road,   This should be provided as part of a joint 
scheme, also serving the proposed commercial development to the west and to the north, referred to in the 
Strategy Statement for Higham Ferrers and residential proposals to the south.  Improvements will be required 
to the pumping station and the sewage treatment works.  Upgrading of the water supply system may be 
necessary and will need to be funded at the developer's expense.  A landscaped buffer of at least 20 metres 
width will need to be provided between the development and the existing residential properties to the west of 
the site.  Before development of the site can commence, a detailed development brief will need to be prepared 
and agreed.  This could be prepared in association with the development brief for site B below and other 
proposals detailed in the Strategy Statement for Higham Ferrers.  A public right of way crosses the site and 
provision should be made for its retention or diversion.   

 
B) Shirley Road - The location of this site near to the town centre and adjacent to proposed new road links, 

means that it has potential for more general forms of commercial activity.  The site is considered appropriate 
for industrial and commercial activities included in Use Classes B1, B2 and B8.   Development will not be 
able to proceed until the proposed link road from the A6 bypass to the town centre has been provided.  
Access to the site will need to be from the new link road or from an extension to it, depending on final 
decisions regarding the design of the link road.  The site is subject to some dereliction and a ground and soil 
condition survey will need to be carried out.  In addition to on-site works foul and surface water sewers will 
need to be provided along the line of the town centre link road to its junction with Rectory Road.  This should 
be provided as part of a joint scheme also serving the commercial sites to the east and to the north referred to 
in the Strategy Statement for Higham Ferrers and residential land to the south.  Improvements will be 
required to the pumping station and the sewage treatment works.  Upgrading of the water supply system may 
be necessary and will need to be funded at the developer's expense.  A landscaped buffer of at least 20 metres 
width will need to be provided between the development and the existing residential properties to the north of 
the site.  Before development of the site can commence a detailed development brief will need to be prepared 
and agreed.  This could be prepared in association with the development brief for site A above and other 
proposals detailed in the Strategy Statement for Higham Ferrers. 

 
4.11 Opportunities will also arise for development or redevelopment within established industrial and commercial areas and 

for the extension and expansion of existing businesses.  The potential in such circumstances is considered in policies 
EMP4, EMP5 and EMP9. 
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4.12 The land identified in this Plan, together with existing commitments and development within existing 

commercial areas, will provide Rushden with a range and choice of opportunities for industrial and 
commercial development.  Changing working practices and types of employment make it very difficult and 
misleading to attempt an estimate of the numbers of jobs which may be created by this new development.  The 
District Council will therefore continually review the employment situation in relation to population increases 
and new house building, in order to maintain a balance between the growth of employment and housing. 

 
 
 Shopping 
 
4.13 A new retail complex, involving food and non-food goods, together with a petrol filling station has recently 

been completed on land adjacent to Northampton Road.  Any future proposals of this type will be considered 
in relation to policy S2. 

 
4.14 A Defined Shopping Area, and Defined Frontage have been identified and these are referred to in the Town 

Centre Section of the Strategy Statement, together with shopping proposals for the town centre. 
 
 
 Transportation 
 
4.15 The following road improvements are proposed  in and around Rushden: 
 

(i) Rushden A6 bypass; 
(ii) Rushden A6 bypass town centre link road. 

 
4.16 The existing circulation system within Rushden creates problems of noise, pollution and highway danger.  

Road improvements will help to alleviate this and assist in the implementation of overall environmental 
improvement and the promotion of development opportunities.  In addition, the District Council will co-
operate with the County Highway Authority to introduce traffic calming and any other safety measures on the 
approach roads.  This reflects Department of the Environment and Department of Transport advice, and the 
Transport Policies and Programme. 

 
4.17 The A6 bypass currently programmed for 1997/98 will reduce congestion in the town and lead to improved 

road safety.  The link road will provide easy access from the town centre to the bypass and is vital for the 
development of land to the east of the town.  The dualling of the A45 bypass will increase its capacity and 
should result in faster journeys to the West Midlands and East Coast ports.   

 
4.18 The town centre link, from the proposed A6 bypass, is important in relation to development proposals in the 

Plan, and its early construction is advocated.  A route which ensures the retention of the former Station 
building,  now a Transport Museum, has been secured. 

 
4.19 The above schemes will take pressure away from the town centre and provide the opportunity for traffic 

management measures and environmental improvements to be introduced.  This is covered in more detail in 
the Town Centre Section. 

 
 
 Recreation 
 
4.20 The Rushden and Higham Ferrers Interim Land Use Statement included a number of proposals for recreation 

facilities.  These are carried forward in this Plan. 
 
 

POLICY RU4 
 
PROVISION IS MADE FOR 46.5 HECTARES OF LAND FOR RECREATIONAL USE ON THE 
SITES LISTED BELOW: 

 
  Hectares 

 
A) SOUTH WEST OF SANDRINGHAM CLOSE  13.00  
B) SOUTH OF DEACON CLOSE  1.84 
C) DITCHFORD LAKES  36.4 
D) EAST OF BEDFORD ROAD  6.8 
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A) South-west of Sandringham Close - This site is suitable for providing informal recreation facilities 

for general use by local residents  Screening and security measures will be incorporated into the 
proposed scheme, as necessary, to protect the amenities of neighbouring land users.  The area is 
subject to some dereliction and a ground and soil condition survey will need to be carried out.  The 
District Council proposes to implement the scheme when financial provision can be made. 

 
B) South of Deacon Close - This land was retained by the District Council when the adjoining area was 

sold for residential development.  It is suitable for general informal recreation use by local residents.  
Screening and security measures will be incorporated into the proposed scheme, as necessary, to 
protect the amenities of neighbouring land users.  There are no physical constraints relating to the 
site's development and the District Council proposes to implement the scheme when financial 
provision can be made.   

 
C) Ditchford Lakes - This area (which includes a disused former water purification plant of 1.4 

hectares, on the south-eastern part of the site) has potential for relieving pressure on important sites 
of nature conservation value nearby and for providing countryside recreation opportunities for a 
growing population.  Most of the site is already in low key recreational use, but it is intended to 
encourage a wider range of outdoor recreational activities appropriate to its countryside location.  A 
development brief will be prepared to assess the site's potential and to ensure that proposed uses will 
not have a detrimental effect on the neighbouring Site of Special Scientific Interest.  A programme of 
tree planting will also be carried out on the site, to increase the attractiveness of the area. 

 
D) East of Bedford Road - This site, which was formerly a refuse tip, has been gradually reclaimed 

since the late 1960’s.  Recently tree planting and environmental improvements have been carried out 
by the District Council, involving local school children.  A car park has been constructed and a 
second is planned, in conjunction with a further rugby pitch, play area, orienteering course, trim trail 
and a pond system.  The site, therefore, has considerable potential and will contribute to meeting the 
need for informal recreation and nature study facilities within the local community. 

 
4.21 It should be noted that recreational facilities will be provided as part of residential developments.  These will 

include informal play areas, open space and landscaping.  Together with the above sites, these facilities will 
provide a range of formal and informal recreation opportunities for the existing and future population.  (Also 
see policies  RL1, RL3 and RL4). 

 
4.22 Planning permission has been given for a number of significant recreation and leisure facilities in Rushden. 

On the north side of the A45, there is outstanding planning permission for a ten pin bowling alley, sports hall, 
ice skating rink, multi screen cinema and fast food outlet.  Adjacent to this site, permission has been granted 
for a new hotel. 

 
 
 Community Facilities 
 

Rushden Hospital 
 

POLICY RU5 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR PROPOSALS WHICH RETAIN OR 
ENHANCE HOSPITAL AND HEALTH FACILITIES IN RUSHDEN, PROVIDED THAT THERE IS 
NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT OR THE AMENITIES OF 
NEIGHBOURING LAND USERS 

 
4.23 Rushden hospital is expected to provide for the more specialised health needs of the town, District and wider 

community.  As the population grows, there will be a need and demand for additional health care facilities, 
both specialised and more general.  The hospital site provides scope for their provision. 

 
4.24 The District Council is anxious to ensure that the hospital site remains permanently in community use.  The 

District Council will support the provision of additional facilities on the site and if proposals are submitted for 
development or redevelopment, the District Council will expect these to contain a significant element of 
community facilities.  The District Council is unlikely to look favourably on proposals which do not relate 
primarily to the continuation of community based activities within the hospital site. 
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4.25 A feasibility study is underway to consider the use of the Rushden Local Office (Old South End School) as a 

Day Centre for people with learning disabilities.  If implemented the Centre will have the capacity to handle 
up to 50 people in the buildings at a time. 

 
Education 

 
POLICY RU6 
 
A NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL WILL BE PROVIDED AS PART OF NEW DEVELOPMENT IN THE 
SOUTHERN PART OF RUSHDEN 

 
4.26 Recent house completions and proposed new housing in the southern part of Rushden will lead to the 

requirement for a further primary school in the area.  All housing developers whose schemes give rise to this 
requirement will need to make contributions in accordance with policy GEN3 to enable the development of 
this school to occur.  School provision and the building of the new facilities is the responsibility of the County 
Council.  Save for provision of the new primary school, it is expected that the education needs of Rushden 
during the Plan period will continue to be provided by the existing schools. 

 
4.27 A site of 1.35 hectares will need to be provided in association with the residential proposal detailed in policy 

RU1-B.  Land for the new school will be purchased by the Education Authority with funds obtained on loan 
from Central Government.  Developers would then contribute an amount per dwelling, towards the cost of 
providing the school (which will constitute the costs of land, construction, furnishings and fees and will be 
index linked).  This would be payable in "blocks" as each agreed phase of development is completed.  
Construction of the school will commence once an agreed number of dwellings has been occupied.  The 
moneys would be paid into a special fund and would be repayable, with interest, should the Education 
Authority be unable to meet its commitments for any good reason. 

 
 
 The Town Centre 
 
4.28 Rushden town centre has a variety of functions including shopping, employment, entertainment and providing 

living accommodation.  These uses are all interrelated and interactions between them can cause conflict. 
 
4.29 Increasing car and commercial vehicle use has meant that the High Street is no longer as attractive to 

pedestrians, because of noise, pollution and highway danger.  There has also been a greater demand for 
parking space, with the result that there is currently a shortage of car parking areas which provide easy access 
to the shopping facilities. 

 
4.30 As office based financial and professional services have increased in number, occupying units previously in 

retail use, the character of the town centre has gradually altered.  Other uses have moved out of the centre, 
leaving behind derelict or unused sites and making the area less attractive for shopping, new businesses and 
investment. 

 
4.31 Reference is made in paragraph 4.18 to highway matters relevant to the town centre. 
 
4.32 The District Council's objective is to retain a viable and promote a vibrant town centre, with a mixture of uses 

complimenting each other.  To achieve this end, specific policies and proposals of the Plan aim to: 
 

(i) retain the shopping character of the town centre; 
(ii) promote the residential use of upper floors; 
(iii) provide new car parking; 
(iv) identify sites for new commercial development; and 
(v) establish a programme of environmental improvement works. 

 
Defined Shopping Areas 

 
4.33 Policies S1, S2 and S5 are aimed at retaining the shopping character of the town centres.  The Defined 

Shopping Area and Shopping Frontages in Rushden, are shown on the Town Centre Inset Proposals Map. 
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Residential use of Upper Floors 

 
4.34 Within the terms of policy H9, the District Council will encourage the residential use of upper floors of 

buildings within the town centre. 
 

Car Parking 
 
4.35 A new car park and recycling centre has been provided at the junction of Rectory Road and Newton Road.  

This development provides over 90 spaces and is located near the shopping facilities in the High Street.  
Improved parking facilities have also been provided through the resurfacing of the Duck Street car park. 

 
4.36 Recent improvements to the car parking facilities in John Street, included landscaping and surfacing, together 

with parking facilities for disabled people.  About 70 spaces are available. 
 

New Commercial Development 
 

POLICY RU7 
 
PROVISION HAS BEEN MADE FOR 0.20 HECTARES OF LAND FOR COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT ON LAND WEST OF HIGH STREET 
 

4.37 This small site gives an opportunity to provide pedestrian access direct from the High Street to the shopping 
development off College Street.  It is considered suitable for development within use Classes A1 and A2 and 
could provide a number of small retail or service uses.  Should the development be of more than single storey, 
the upper floors would be appropriate for uses within Class A2 or B1.  In view of the restricted vehicular 
access to this site, the development should relate to activities which require no large delivery vehicles. 

 
Town Centre Environmental Improvements 

 
4.38 A traffic calming scheme has recently been implemented and includes some environmental improvements.  

Further improvements such as landscaping, placing of cables underground, provision of attractive street 
furniture together with the possible provision of a street market could be implemented during the period of 
this Plan. 

 
4.39 The above works will be carried out by the District Council (within available finance), in association with the 

County Council and will lead to a safer and more attractive shopping environment. 
 
4.40 The District Council will examine the possibility of setting up a facelift scheme to encourage improvements to 

buildings in the town centre.  This could consist of grants to owners to enable repair work to be carried out 
and may also cover the reinstatement of original architectural features. 

 
4.41 The District Council's former Rushden Working Party has investigated and studied the problems of the town 

centre, with the intention that action will be taken in the early years of the Plan period. 
 
 
 The Environment 
 
4.42 Important Open Land of significance to the form and character of Rushden is shown on the Inset Proposals 

Map.  Development affecting these sites is covered by policy EN20. 
 
4.43 There are 12 listed buildings or structures in the town and policies EN13 and EN15 to EN19 are relevant to 

these. 
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