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4 - RAUNDS 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement describes the planning background, policies and proposals for Raunds and should be 

read in conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Raunds is located in the south-east of the District and is served by the A605, which links through to the A6, 

A45 and A14 (M1-A1 Link) roads.  Bus services operate to Stanwick, Rushden, Wellingborough and 
Northampton. 

 
1.3 Although the first reference to the name Raunds does not appear in historical records before the 10th Century 

there is evidence of Roman and pre-Roman settlement.  During the late Saxon and Medieval periods a number 
of distinct settlements were established.  Gradually, through a process of abandonment and merging, a single 
village was formed.  Some of the earlier abandoned sites remain, scattered throughout the surrounding 
countryside.  The long history of settlement means that there are now many ancient monuments and other sites 
of archaeological interest, both around and within the town. 

 
1.4 As was the case in other towns within the District, the growth of Raunds came with the mechanisation and 

expansion of the boot and shoe industry.  By the late 19th Century, substantial housing development had taken 
place linked to the construction of factories.  Brick making became an important activity in the early part of 
this Century and continued up to the 1960's. 

 
1.5 The 1991 Census showed a population of 7493, and the mid 1995 estimate was 7867.  The housing stock in 

1991 consisted of 2992 dwellings, of which 420 were owned by the District Council.  The mid 1995 housing 
stock estimate was 3148. 

 
 
2. SERVICES AND FACILITIES 
 
 Shopping 
 
2.1 The shopping area in Raunds is based around a market square and main street.  Shops cater primarily for the 

day to day needs of local residents.  The demand for more durable goods, such as clothes or furniture, is met 
by nearby larger towns including Wellingborough and Kettering.  Two shop units have recently been 
completed in Brook Street and planning permission has been granted for two further units in West Street. 

 
 
 

 

Community Facilities and Education 
 
2.2 The town has a range of facilities which include a library, community halls, recreation grounds and sport and 

social clubs. 
 
2.3 There are currently three primary schools and one senior school in Raunds.  Raunds Church of England Junior 

School closed in July 1992 and a new junior school on a site adjoining the senior school, opened in February 
1992. 

 
 

Drainage, Sewerage and Water Supply 
 
2.4 The sewage treatment works to the west of Raunds serves the town.  Drainage, sewerage and water supply 

improvements required as part of new developments are detailed under each land use proposal and covered by 
policy PU2. 

 
 
3. CHARACTER AND SETTING 
 
3.1 Raunds is centred around the Square, Brook Street and the High Street, which run north-south.  Streets of 

brick terraced housing associated with old boot and shoe factories are situated to the east of the town centre.  
The area immediately west of Brook Street consists mainly of housing built by the local authority.  The north-
west quarter of the town consists of private estate development of the 1970's and 1980's.  The most recent 
housing development has been to the north-east and south-west of the town. 
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3.2 Established industries are dispersed throughout the town and recent commercial development has taken place 

at Enterprise Road, to the north. 
 
 
4. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
4.1 Raunds has the second largest population of the District's towns.  Housing development over the last thirty 

years has outpaced the provision of local jobs and many residents travel elsewhere to work.  The attraction of 
new employers and investment to the town would achieve wider benefits in terms of job creation and 
increased spending in local shops and facilities.  At the same time, new jobs may attract people from outside 
the town and it is important to ensure that continued opportunities exist to meet housing needs. 

 
 
 Housing 
 
4.2 Since July 1988, about 605 dwellings have either been built, are under construction or have planning 

permission, in Raunds. 
 
4.3 The Draft Raunds Local Plan (February 1985) identified land for around 300 dwellings in the town.  Planning 

permission has now been given for all of these sites. 
 
4.4 In addition to existing commitments, there may be "windfall" sites within Raunds which can contribute 

additional dwellings to this total;  for instance small sites such as infilling, sub-division of houses and 
conversion or redevelopment of sites currently in other uses.  This is explained in the Housing section of the 
general policies, (paragraph 4.31 and policies H5 to H9). 

 
4.5 Existing commitments and "windfall" sites will provide Raunds with a range and choice of opportunities for 

residential development.  The need for further provision will be examined regularly and land may be allocated 
in future reviews of this Plan. 

 
Long Term Potential 

 
4.6 It is not possible to predict future building rates with certainty and the Plan will therefore be subject to 

continuous monitoring and review in order to ensure that adequate land is available to meet housing needs and 
to maintain choice and flexibility. 

 
 
 Employment 
 
4.7 Several sites in Raunds already have planning permission for various forms of industrial and commercial 

development.  These are located primarily to the west of the town, adjacent to London Road and the A605.  
About 38.6 hectares of land currently has permission, which includes proposals for a hotel, conference centre 
and petrol filling station, as well as business and commercial uses within Classes B1, B2 and B8 (Business, 
General Industry, Storage and Distribution).   

 
 

POLICY RA1 
 
PROVISION IS MADE FOR 0.35 HECTARES OF LAND FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT (B1 AND B2 USES) ON A SITE AT BRICK KILN ROAD 

 
4.8 This site is the remainder of the land allocated in the Raunds Local Plan and is suitable for development 

within use Classes B1 and B2.  Access will need to be through the existing commercial development. 
 
4.9 Outline planning permission was granted in 1992 for industrial and commercial development on land to the 

west of London Road.  Opportunities will also arise for development or redevelopment where industrial and 
commercial activities already exist and for the extension and expansion of existing businesses.  The potential 
in such circumstances is considered in policies EMP4, EMP5 and EMP9. 
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4.10 The land identified in this Plan, together with possible development within existing commercial areas, will 

provide Raunds with a range and choice of opportunities for industrial and commercial development.  
Changing working practices and types of employment make it very difficult and misleading to attempt an 
estimate of the numbers of jobs which may be created by this new development.  The District Council will 
therefore continually review the employment situation in relation to population increases and new house 
building, to maintain a balance between the growth of employment and housing. 

 
 
 Transportation 
 
4.11 No highway improvements have been programmed by the County Council during the Plan period.  There is 

however, a long term proposal to make the A45 into a dual carriageway, between Stanwick and the A14. 
 
 
 

 

Recreation and Community Facilities 
 
4.12 Raunds has benefited from the completion of the Saxon Hall complex which considerably enhances the scope 

for leisure, recreation and community facilities in the town.  A new football ground with associated facilities 
has also been provided east of London Road. 

 
4.13 Although no specific additional proposals are included in this Plan, it should be noted that recreational 

facilities will be provided as part of residential developments.  These will include informal play areas, open 
space and landscaping.  Together with the above sites, these facilities will provide a range of formal and 
informal recreation opportunities for the existing and future population.  (see policies RL1, RL3 and RL4). 

 
 

The Town Centre 
 
4.14 The town centre has a variety of functions, including shopping, employment, entertainment and the provision 

of living accommodation.  It provides facilities for the town and a wider rural catchment area. 
 
4.15 As the new housing and commercial developments take place, the importance of the town centre will be 

enhanced.  The District Council's objective is to retain a viable and vibrant town centre, with a mixture of uses 
complimenting each other.  To achieve this end, specific policies and proposals of the local plan aim to: 

 
(i) retain the shopping character of the town centre; 
(ii) promote the residential use of upper floors; 
(iii) provide new car parking; and 
iv) establish a programme of environmental improvement works. 
 
Defined Shopping Areas 

 
4.16 Policies S1, S2 and S5 are aimed at retaining the shopping character of the town centres.  The Defined 

Shopping Area and Shopping Frontages in Raunds, are shown on the Town Centre Inset Proposals Map. 
 

Residential use of Upper Floors 
 
4.17 Within the terms of policy H9, the District Council will encourage the residential use of upper floors of 

buildings within the town centre. 
 

Car Parking 
 

POLICY RA2 
 
THE DISTRICT COUNCIL WILL PROVIDE IMPROVED CAR PARKING FACILITIES ON A 
SITE WEST OF BROOK STREET 

 
4.18 This site has become available following the relocation of the Fire Station to London Road.  Demolition of the 

Station building and the public conveniences has enabled the creation of a more satisfactory layout and the 
provision of additional spaces. 
 

4.19 This further area of land to the rear of 9-21 Brook Street will be able to provide additional car parking spaces. 
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Town Centre Environmental Improvements 

 
4.20 Some environmental improvement work has already been carried out in Raunds town centre, in association 

with the County Council, and a new public convenience has been constructed.  The second phase of these 
works is likely to be associated with the car parking improvements referred to in policy RA2.  The potential 
for providing access and servicing to the rear of the properties in Brook Street will also be examined. 

 
 
 The Environment 
 
4.21 Important Open Land of significance to the form and character of Raunds is shown on the Inset Proposals 

Map.  Development affecting these sites is covered by policy EN20. 
 
4.22 There are 16 listed buildings or structures in the town and policies EN13 and EN15 to EN19 are relevant to 

these. 
 
4.23 The archaeological importance of many areas within, and immediately surrounding Raunds has a direct 

bearing on the opportunities for development.   
 
4.24 The Saxon and Medieval remains within the Raunds area are of national significance.  This has a direct 

bearing on development opportunities.  It is essential that adequate opportunity is given for investigation 
before and during development, with provision made for the protection of remains where necessary.  Policies 
EN23 and EN24 deal with the development affecting such sites. 
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