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Acupuncture, tattooing, body piercing and electrolysis

If you carry out acupuncture, tattooing, body piercing or electrolysis 
you need to be registered with your council.

It is both the person carrying out the practice and the premises itself 
that need registering.  We have bylaws in place to protect people’s 
health which have to be followed.

Once you are registered we will visit you to check that these are being 
carried out correctly.

Animal Boarding Establishments 

If you provide board for other people’s cats and dogs you need a 
licence. The aim of this is to make sure there are good standards in 
the running of the accommodation and to ensure there are precautions 
against disease and fire.

All licensed animal establishments are inspected by the council at 
least once a year to make sure any licence conditions are being met, 
and they can also give guidance for any improvements that may be 
needed over the next 12 months .

Caravan Site Licence

Councils have a duty to grant Caravan Site Licences in their area 
once planning permission for the relevant land has been obtained.
These licences are to show that certain standards are maintained- 
these include Fire Safety, safety of electrical installations, emergency 
access routes, drainage, and also to protect the health, safety & 
welfare of caravan occupants.

From 1 April 2008, the Northamptonshire Licensing Partnership 
will deal with all Environmental Health Licence Applications, in 
addition to the Licensing Act 2003 and The Gambling Act 2005.

All applications* and payments should now be sent directly to 
the Licensing Unit based at:
East Northamptonshire Council, 
Cedar Drive, 
Thrapston
Northamptonshire NN14 4LZ. 

This is to improve the service that Northamptonshire Licensing 
Partnership currently provides, offering one point of contact for 
all licensing matters across the five councils.

Please send all licence applications directly to the Licensing 
Unit.  
All cheques should now be made payable to East 
Northamptonshire Council.

The Northamptonshire Licensing Partnership is made up of:
Corby Borough Council, • 
Daventry District Council, • 
East Northamptonshire Council, • 
Kettering Borough Council, • 
The Borough Council of Wellingborough.• 

If you require further assistance, please contact the 
Northamptonshire Licensing Partnership on:
Tel: 01832 742102
Email:  licensingunit@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk
or visit our website: www.northantslicensing.gov.uk

Application forms will shortly be available to download from our 
website .

*excluding those involving Private Hire and Hackney Carriage 
which should continue to be sent to relevant local authority.



Dangerous, Exotic or Wild Animals

If you wish to own certain dangerous, exotic or wild animals such as 
venomous spiders, snakes and reptiles you must apply for a licence 
from your council.

Normally, the person making the application must be the person who 
owns and possesses, or intends to own and possess the animal to 
which the application applies. 

Before granting a licence we must be sure that certain conditions are 
met and this will involve a visit from one of our staff.

Dog Breeding  

If you run a Dog Breeding Establishment you must first obtain a licence 
from your council.

These are controlled by the Breeding of Dogs Act 1973 and apply to 
any premises where more than two bitches are kept for the purposes 
of breeding for sale, or that will breed 5 or more litters of puppies in 
any 12 month period.

All licensed animal establishments are inspected by us at least once a 
year to make sure any licence conditions are being met, and we can 
also give guidance on any improvements that may be needed over 
the next 12 months.

House to House Collection Licences

You will need a licence from your council if you want to make a house 
to house collection. This can be a collection of cash (or items such as 
second hand clothing) from private houses or business premises.

A sex cinema is any premises used mainly for showing of films which 
relate to sexual activity. 

There are laws in place which guide the way in which an application 
is made. This includes advertising the details of the application in 
the local press and displaying a notice outside the premises for a 
certain period of time to give members of the public the opportunity 
to comment.

Street Collections 

A street collection is a charity/organisation collecting cash donations 
in a public place, and anyone who wishes to do this must first obtain 
a licence. This is to ensure that the person collecting is authorised to 
do so, the money is collected in a secure way and the total proceeds 
collected are correctly accounted for.

A public place is a ‘place where the public has access’. 

There is no cost for the permit but there are rules issued which must 
be followed, and the promoter of the collection will need to make a 
return to the council which shows total proceeds collected

Zoo Licences

This applies to any collection of animals/ birds not normally found in 
the UK that are on show to the public (for payment) for more than 
seven days a year. 

These premises will be inspected by an officer at least once a year to 
make sure any licence conditions are being met. They can also give 
guidance for any improvements that may be needed over the next 12 
months to ensure that certain standards are met.



If the charity involved holds a Home Office Exemption Certificate they 
will not need a licence, but should inform us in writing to avoid clashes 
with other collections being made.

You should apply for a licence well in advance as you will be issued 
with a Certificate for Information of HM Stationery Office which allows 
you to apply for badges and certificates of authority.

There are rules issued with the licence which must be followed, and 
the promoter of the collection will need to make a return to the council 
which shows total proceeds collected.

Motor Salvage 

Motor Salvage Operators must first register with their local council as 
it is illegal to carry on the business without doing so. They will also 
need to:

Keep appropriate records of all vehicles bought and sold. 
Carry out full identification checks of people buying and selling

Allow the police (and other investigators) the right of entry to the 
premises and the right of search. 

A registration for motor salvage operation is valid for 3 years. 

Pet Shops

If you keep a pet shop you must first obtain a licence from your 
council. 
The keeping of a pet shop means “the carrying on at premises of any 
nature (including private premises) a business of selling pets”. 

Each Licence will have standard conditions that are placed upon all 
pet shops licensed by the council. In addition to these, a licence may 
also contain special conditions that only apply to your premises.

Riding Establishments

A Riding Establishment is ‘the business of keeping horses to let them 
out for hire for riding or riding instruction’. 

Licences need to be renewed every year.  We will arrange for the 
inspection of horses and premises by a veterinary surgeon to ensure 
the welfare of the animals and that the accommodation is suitable.

The licence will be issued provided that licence conditions are met, 
and that payment of the licence fee has been received.

Scrap metal 

If you deal in scrap metal or run a scrap metal business you must first 
register with your council.A person is considered to be carrying on a 
scrap metal business if:

a) a place in the area is occupied by him as a scrap metal store, or
b) no place is occupied by him as a scrap metal store in his local 
authority or elsewhere, but his usual place of residence is in this area, 
or
c) no place is occupied by him as a scrap metal store in this area or 
elsewhere, but a place is occupied by him in this area for the purpose 
of that business.

Registration as a scrap metal dealer lasts for 3 years and must be 
renewed on or before the expiry date .

Sex Establishments

Sex Establishments, which can be either be a Sex Shop or a Sex 
Cinema, need to be licenced  by the council.

A sex shop is a premises used for business which mainly involves 
selling sex articles. 


