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2 - IRTHLINGBOROUGH 
 
1. INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 
 
1.1 This Strategy Statement describes the planning background, policies and proposals for Irthlingborough. It 

should be read in conjunction with the general policies and proposals. 
 
1.2 Irthlingborough is located in the south of the District, on the north-western side of the River Nene Valley.  

Although most of the town is to the west of the A6 trunk road, the Crow Hill estate is located about half a mile 
from the main town, east of the trunk road.  The A6 joins the A45 just to the south of the town.  Bus services 
operate to Wellingborough, Northampton, Kettering, Rushden, Bedford and London. 

 
1.3 The original occupation of Irthlingborough was associated with a Saxon settlement located along the spring 

line of the Nene Valley.  At the time of the Domesday Book, substantial areas of land belonged to the Abbey 
of Peterborough.  The Manor of Irthlingborough was conveyed to John Pyel in the 14th Century and he 
founded Saint Peter's Church.  The Cross, of 13th Century origin, indicates the importance of the town in 
medieval times.  The height was used as a standard measure of land at a time when cultivation was based on 
the open field system.  The linear form of the town has long been established and many of the paths and tracks 
created at the time of enclosure, are reflected in the present street pattern. 

 
1.4 The production of boots and shoes and the manufacture of leather became the staple industries of 

Irthlingborough during the 19th Century and dramatically changed the economic base of the town.  The 
establishment of mines for iron-ore extraction in the 1870's was also of importance.  Since the 1940's the 
mining operations have ceased and the importance of the footwear industry has declined. 

 
1.5 The 1991 Census showed a population of 6310 and the mid 1995 estimate was 6444.  The housing stock in 

1991 consisted of 2645 dwellings, of which 638 were owned by the District Council.  The mid 1995 housing 
stock estimate was 2701. 

 
 
2. SERVICES AND FACILITIES 
 
 Shopping 
 
2.1 The shopping area in Irthlingborough is centred along a traditional High Street.  Shops cater primarily for the 

day to day needs of local residents.  The demand for more durable goods, such as clothes or furniture, is met 
by larger towns nearby, including Wellingborough and Kettering. 

 
 
 

 

Community Facilities and Education 
 
2.2 The town has a range of facilities, which include a library, Civic Hall, health centre, halls available for 

bookings and recreation grounds within the town and on the Crow Hill estate east of the A6 trunk road. 
 
2.3 There are currently two primary schools and one senior school in Irthlingborough. 
 
 

Drainage, Sewerage and Water Supply 
 
2.4 The Broadholme Sewage Treatment Works serves the town.  Drainage, sewerage and water supply 

improvements required as part of new developments are detailed under each land use proposal and covered by 
policy PU2.  

 
 
3. CHARACTER AND SETTING 
 
3.1 The oldest part of Irthlingborough is centred around the Cross, the High Street, College Street and Station 

Road. 
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3.2 To the north and west of the town centre lie streets of brick terraced housing dating back to the late 19th and 

early 20th Centuries.  To the south-west of the town centre, the area is dominated by local authority housing 
and beyond this lies the Pine Trees estate, which was built during the 1980's.  Finedon Road stretches north 
from the town centre to the A6 and is largely characterised by early 20th Century ribbon development.  On the 
other side of the A6, Addington Road leads up to the Crow Hill Estate, a local authority development of 
mostly post Second World War housing with a housing association development opposite, at Alexander Road. 

 
3.3 Established industries within the old town include Whitworths, which produces dried food, and several 

footwear manufacturers and leather processors.   Another local business is Sunseeker Caravans on Finedon 
Road.  More recent commercial development has taken place on Station Road and adjacent to the A6 trunk 
road. 

 
 
4. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
 
4.1 Irthlingborough has the third largest population of the District's towns and is in an important location, adjacent 

to the A6 trunk road.  Housing development in recent years has outpaced the provision of new employment.  
While there are opportunities for further residential development, scope for the creation of local jobs is 
important to the strategy. 

 
 
 Housing 
 
4.2 Since July 1988, about 760 dwellings have either been built, are under construction or have planning 

permission, in Irthlingborough. 
 
4.3 The Irthlingborough Local Plan (May 1990) identified land for around 185 dwellings in the town.  These sites 

have been re-assessed and modified. 
 
 

POLICY IR1 
 
PROVISION IS MADE FOR ABOUT 150 DWELLINGS IN IRTHLINGBOROUGH ON THE SITES 
OUTLINED BELOW AND SHOWN ON THE INSET PROPOSALS MAP: 

 
  Hectares Estimated Dwellings 
 
A) ADDINGTON ROAD 2.70  50 
B) FINEDON ROAD 3.96 100 

 
A) Addington Road - This site is a modification of an allocation contained in the Irthlingborough Local 

Plan.  The scale of development the site could accommodate  is in the order of 50 dwellings together 
with open space and landscaping.  Access can be provided from Addington Road.  It is important to 
retain the existing planting adjacent to the A6 trunk road and a landscaped buffer of at least 20 
metres width should be provided to avoid disturbance from the trunk road.  Part of the site is already 
the subject of a planning application awaiting the completion of a legal agreement relating to the 
provision of satisfactory drainage facilities, before determination.  Improvements to off-site foul and 
surface water sewers will be necessary.  These will need to be funded by the developer, as will any 
improvements required to the pumping station and treatment works.  Improvements carried out will 
need to be sufficient to cater for potential flows from other development proposals described in 
policy IR1-B). 

 
B) Finedon Road - Land to the east is already committed and access to this allocation can be provided 

from the committed site and directly from Finedon Road.   The scale of development the site could 
accommodate is in the order of 100 dwellings together with open space and landscaping.   There is 
considerable planting on the site which will need to be retained, and the provision of a landscaped 
buffer of at least 20 metres width should be provided adjacent to the A6 trunk road, to avoid any 
disturbance.  Improvements to off-site foul and surface water sewers will be necessary.  These will 
need to be funded by the developer, as will any improvements required to the pumping station and 
treatment works.  Improvements carried out will need to be sufficient to cater for potential flows 
from other development proposals described in Policy IR1 A) above.  Before development of the site 
can commence, a detailed development brief will need to be prepared and agreed. 
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4.4 In addition to the land identified in this Plan, and existing commitments, there may be other "windfall" sites 

within Irthlingborough which will contribute additional dwellings to this total;  for instance small sites such as 
infilling, the subdivision of houses and conversion or redevelopment of sites currently in other uses.  This is 
explained in the Housing section of the general policies, (paragraph 4.31 and policies H5 to H9). 

 
4.5 The location and mix of new housing land, existing commitments and "windfall" sites, will provide 

Irthlingborough with a range and choice of opportunities for residential development.  The need for further 
provision will be examined regularly and additional land may be allocated in future reviews of this Plan. 

 
 
 Employment 
 
4.6 Planning permission has already been granted on a site of 13.0 hectares of land north of Wellingborough Road 

for business and general industrial use. 
 
4.7 A site was also identified in the Irthlingborough Local Plan for commercial activities, adjacent to the A6 trunk 

road.  That allocation has been carried forward into this Plan. 
 
 

POLICY IR2 
 
PROVISION IS MADE FOR 3.85 HECTARES OF LAND FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENTS (B1, B2 AND B8 USES) ON LAND TO THE NORTH OF THE A6 TRUNK ROAD 

 
4.8 This allocation gives scope for new businesses and the re-location of existing activities in the town.  
 
4.9 Access to this site will need to be from the adjacent development at Nene Park.  A development brief will 

need to be prepared which should consider the disposal of foul and surface water; adequacy of the water 
supply system, including the safeguarding of existing users; the capacity of the electricity supply; the need for 
substantial landscaping within the site and to provide a boundary screen.  All infrastructure work will need to 
be funded by the developer.   The brief should include reference to the need to seek to retain the British Steel 
record office which is considered to be of local interest. 

 
4.10 Opportunities will also arise for development or redevelopment within established industrial and commercial 

areas, and for the extension and expansion of existing businesses.  The potential in such circumstances is 
considered in policies EMP4, EMP5 and EMP9. 

 
4.11 The land identified in this Plan, together with existing commitments and development within existing 

commercial areas, will provide Irthlingborough with a range and choice of opportunities for industrial and 
commercial development.  Changing working practices and types of employment make it very difficult and 
misleading to attempt an estimate of the numbers of jobs which may be created by this new development.  The 
District Council will therefore continually review the employment situation in relation to population increases 
and new house building, to maintain a balance between the growth of employment and housing. 

 
 
 Recreation 
 
4.12 The Irthlingborough Local Plan identified potential for recreational provision in the town and these 

allocations have been carried forward in this Plan. 
 
 

POLICY IR3 
 
PROVISION IS MADE FOR INFORMAL RECREATION ON THE SITE OF THE FORMER 
MINERAL WORKINGS TO THE SOUTH OF PINE LODGE 
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4.13 This site extends to about 26.0 hectares.  Some of this area is permanently under water.  Pedestrian access will 

need to be provided and the existing public right of way along the north-eastern boundary of the site should be 
supplemented by access from the residential development which is to take place to the south-east of the Pine 
Trees estate.  While vehicular movement within the site will not be acceptable, car parking facilities will need 
to be provided adjacent to the north-western boundary.  The site provides opportunity for passive forms of 
recreation such as nature study, picnicking and walking.  Furthermore, it will establish an important buffer 
between the Pine Trees development and the adjacent Site of Special Scientific Interest.  The implementation 
of this proposal will depend on appropriate arrangements being made with the landowners for securing access 
and long term management of the site. 

 
 

POLICY IR4 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION FOR THE INTENSIFICATION OR EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING 
FACILITIES AT THE CROW HILL FRONTIER CAMP WILL BE GRANTED WHERE THIS 
WOULD NOT CREATE UNACCEPTABLE LEVELS OF DISTURBANCE TO RESIDENTIAL 
AREAS OR ADVERSELY AFFECT ENVIRONMENTALLY IMPORTANT SITES 

 
4.14 The Frontier Camp and Field Study Centre is operated by the Northamptonshire Association of Youth Clubs.  

It provides an opportunity for young people to experience adventure pursuits in a communal and social 
environment.  Outline planning permission has already been granted for an extension of the centre. 

 
4.15 Although in an open countryside location, the importance and advantages of the centre are such that proposals 

to increase the facilities or the capacity of the camp and centre to provide for a greater number of visitors 
would normally be acceptable. 

 
4.16 North east of Wellingborough Road is White Lodge Quarry.  Although no longer meeting the necessary 

criteria for designation as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, it retains considerable geological importance, as 
well as containing interesting pools and grassland.  It also provides opportunity for research and study by 
interest groups such as schools.  Policy EN9 is relevant in connection with this site. 

 
4.17 It should be noted that recreational facilities will be provided as part of residential developments.  These will 

include informal play areas, open space and landscaping.  Together with the above sites, these facilities will 
provide a range of formal and informal recreation opportunities for the existing and future population.  (Also 
see policies  RL1, RL3 and RL4) 

 
 
 Community Facilities 
 

Education 
 

POLICY IR5 
 

A SITE IS RESERVED FOR EDUCATION PURPOSES AT THE SIDINGS, WITHIN THE PINE 
TREES DEVELOPMENT 

 
4.18 The site will be used for the provision of new  school buildings and playing fields.  It is not yet within a firm 

programme, but is likely to be required during the Plan period as the population grows.  Provision of 
education is the responsibility of the County Council and the developer of the Pine Trees estate will need to 
discuss the timing and method of financing of the school with the Education Authority. 

 
4.19 Various options are available for the provision of primary education in the town, including the expansion of 

the existing Junior School by using the adjoining Infant School premises, and the provision of a new Infant 
School to serve the whole town. 

 
 
 The Town Centre 
 
4.20 The town centre has a variety of functions, including shopping, employment, entertainment and the provision 

of living accommodation.  It provides facilities for the town and a wider rural catchment area. 
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4.21 As the new housing and commercial developments take place the importance of the town centre will be 

enhanced.  The District Council's objective is to retain a viable and vibrant town centre, with a mixture of uses 
complimenting each other.  To achieve this end, specific policies and proposals of the Plan aim to: 

 
(i) retain the shopping character of the town centre; 
(ii) promote the residential use of upper floors; 
(iii) provide new car parking; and 
(iv) establish a programme of environmental improvement works. 

 
Defined Shopping Areas 

 
4.22 Policies S1, S2 and S5 are aimed at retaining the shopping character of the town centres.  The Defined 

Shopping Area and Shopping Frontages in Irthlingborough, are shown on the Town Centre Inset Proposals 
Map. 

 
Residential use of Upper Floors 

 
4.23 Within the terms of policy H9, the District Council will encourage the residential use of upper floors of 

buildings within the town centre. 
 

Car Parking 
 
4.24 Town centre facilities have been improved in recent years with the provision of an extension to the car park 

off Church Street.  The Irthlingborough Local Plan identified a site for new car parking at the rear of the 
Health Centre in the High Street.  This is carried forward in a modified form in this Plan. 

 
 

POLICY IR6 
 
ADDITIONAL CAR PARKING FACILITIES WILL BE PROVIDED WEST OF SPINNEY ROAD 

 
4.25 The District Council has agreed to grant planning permission for a small residential scheme off  Spinney Road 

in Irthlingborough, subject to the provision of a new car park for general public use on the site identified on 
the Town Centre Inset Proposals Map.  About 50 spaces will be available with access from the High Street. 

 
Town Centre Environmental Improvements 

 
4.26 Improvements to the footway and railings in part of the High Street have recently taken place.  This was 

funded with a financial contribution from the Town Council.   Further consideration will be given to the 
potential for environmental improvement work. 

 
 
 The Environment 
 
4.27 Important Open Land of significance to the form and character of Irthlingborough is shown on the Inset 

Proposals Map.  Development affecting these sites is covered by policy EN20. 
 
4.28 There are 15 listed buildings or structures in the town and policies EN13 and EN15 to EN19 are relevant to 

these. 
 
4.29 Improvements have been implemented in the Hayway area, which was a designated General Improvement 

Area, and at the Crow Hill estate.  Opportunities to continue with such schemes will be examined. 
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