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SECTION 13 - COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
13.1 The provision of community services and facilities needs to be considered in conjunction with planning and 

development strategy for the whole area. 
 
13.2 Northamptonshire County Council is responsible for the provision of a number of major County services 

which include education, social services, police, fire and rescue, trading standards and libraries.  Health 
Services are administrated through the Health Authorities.  The provision of such services must be closely 
linked to the development policies set out in this Plan. 

 
 
STRUCTURE PLAN POLICIES 
 
13.3 The County Structure Plan does not include specific policies dealing with the provision of  community 

services.  The programmes and policies which govern service delivery of this kind, are published separately.  
The County Structure Plan is solely concerned with land use matters and it is the general strategy of 
concentrating growth in designated settlements that is relevant.  This ensures that service delivery can be 
provided in an economic and cost effective way. 

 
13.4 In addition, the County Council's recently published "Rural Strategy" examines the issue of community 

facilities in the rural area and puts forward suggestions and proposals for future arrangements. 
 
 
RECENT TRENDS AND ISSUES 
 

1. Education 
 
13.5 Northamptonshire County Council is the Local Education Authority and as such has a statutory duty to 

provide primary, secondary and further education.  The District Council therefore has no direct control over 
school provision.  The District Council, however, as Local Planning Authority can make land use allocations 
to both maintain and help improve educational facilities. 

 
13.6 Continued population growth has resulted in the provision new school accommodation as a result of 

reorganisation and expansion of existing schools.  A number of schools are old and some make use of mobile 
temporary classrooms.  Additional provision will become necessary as a result of housing allocations in this 
Plan. 

 
13.7 Very often the school, particularly in a village, acts as a focal point for community life providing a subsidiary 

role in serving the wider community.  It is important for this wider role to be considered when future policies 
are determined. 

 
13.8 Raunds Junior school closed in July 1992.  A new Junior school has been provided on a site adjoining the 

Manor School. 
 
13.9 As part of the rationalisation scheme for the Rushden/Higham Ferrers area, Pemberton Boys School and 

Chichele Girls School have closed and a new 1170 place co-educational secondary school was completed on 
the Chichele site in the Summer of 1992.   

 
13.10 The County Council has examined options for school reorganisation in north-east Northamptonshire and 

King's Cliffe and Oundle Middle Schools have merged to create a twin-site Middle School.  
 
 

2. Health and Social Services 
 
13.11 For health purposes the District is administered by the Oxford Regional Health Authority and the Kettering 

District Health Authority.  Primary health care is administered by the Northamptonshire Family Health 
Services Authority (formerly called the Northamptonshire Family Practitioners Committee), while the County 
Council administers Social Services. 
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13.12 Doctors surgeries are situated in all the main towns in the District and at King's Cliffe, Brigstock, Woodford 

and Yarwell.  General Practitioners in Irthlingborough intend to provide a new surgery during the period of 
this Plan.  This Plan will enable to assessments to be made as to whether existing premises are sufficient, or if 
new premises will be required, to provide the future services needed. 

 
13.13 Arising from development for which provision is made in this Plan, there may be a need for more primary 

care facilities, dental practices and pharmacies.  The District Council is likely to look favourably upon 
proposals of this kind, provided that the development does not result in a loss of amenities to nearby land 
users. 

 
13.14 With an increasing population envisaged, it is evident that the needs for improvements and expansion of 

health and social services will become greater.  More community health resources will be needed for health 
visitors, district nurses, chiropodists, together with additional requirements for community based residential 
and nursing homes for elderly people.  Health spending is controlled by Central Government and it is 
expected that financial constraints will continue. 

 
13.15 The County Council as provider of Social Services, has responsibility for a range of clients including young 

children, disabled people, people with learning difficulties and frail elderly people.  The service is labour 
intensive and projected development changes are likely to place an increasing demand on these services. 

 
13.16 The special needs of disabled and infirm people also need to be taken into account, not only in new 

developments, but in improving access to existing services and facilities (policy TR8 and paragraph 4.95 refer 
to these needs). 

 
 

3. Library Services 
 
13.17 The County Council has a statutory duty to provide a library service.  The towns have permanent library 

buildings and the villages are visited by a mobile service. 
 
13.18 The library service is an important supplier of information to the community, provided in a wide range of 

published and other sources. 
 
13.19 The current range of facilities and provision of the service is sufficient to meet the needs of the existing and 

planned population. 
 
 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES POLICIES AND PROPOSALS 
 

POLICY CF1 
 
SITES ARE ALLOCATED FOR NEW SCHOOLS AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS: 
 
1.  SOUTH RUSHDEN 
 
2.  NORTH HIGHAM FERRERS 
 
3.  THE SIDINGS, IRTHLINGBOROUGH 
 
4.  SOUTH OF MARKET ROAD, THRAPSTON 

 
13.20 Although the District Council has no direct control over the provision of public education facilities,  it is 

important to recognise that land use requirements for developments of this nature should be encouraged and 
supported, whenever possible. 

 
13.21 Proposals for the development of school sites and buildings for community use will be supported if in 

accordance with the provisions of this Plan.  School buildings often have an important role to play in 
providing facilities for recreation and social uses for the wider community.  It is important that the District 
Council encourages and facilitates community use whenever this is practicable. 
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POLICY CF2 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH FACILITIES 
PROVIDED THAT THERE IS NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT OR ON 
THE AMENITIES OF NEIGHBOURING LAND USERS 

 
13.22 It is necessary to encourage the provision and retention of buildings which provide facilities for health care in 

the community. 
 
 

POLICY CF3 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR FACILITIES FOR LOCAL COMMUNITY 
USE, PROVIDED THAT THERE IS NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT 
OR ON THE AMENITIES OF NEIGHBOURING LAND USERS 

 
13.23 Where new facilities may be needed as a result of major development proposals, there will be a requirement 

for land to be set aside for this purpose and for the cost of provision to be paid for by the developer.  Where 
several developers are involved, costs can be shared on a proportional basis.  In rural areas the development of 
facilities for uses such as Post Offices and community halls will be encouraged.  (Also see policy GEN3 and 
paragraphs 2.56-2.58). 

 
 

POLICY CF4 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR THE PROVISION OF EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY, HEALTH, SHOPPING AND SOME RECREATIONAL FACILITIES IN A 
GROUPED FORM OR ON A COMBINED BASIS, WHERE ONE OR MORE NEEDS CAN BE 
SATISFIED IN THIS WAY IN MAJOR DEVELOPMENT AREAS; PROVIDED THAT THERE IS 
NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT OR ON THE AMENITIES OF 
NEIGHBOURING LAND USERS 

 
13.24 The provision of combined facilities can be convenient for users and enables economies to be achieved in                 

carrying out development schemes. 
 
13.25 The Police Authority will be consulted before planning permission is granted for large scale development 

schemes and the suggested security measures will be taken into account.  The District Council is keen to 
encourage crime prevention.  The layout of buildings, roads, footpaths, walks and planted areas, should be 
designed so that they take into account the need to safeguard personal security as well as being attractive.  The 
Police Authorities are aware that much crime can be prevented if attention is given to the initial layout and 
design of new developments.  Measures can be taken to clearly define public and private space and to ensure 
public areas are overlooked and well lit.  When preparing new schemes, developers are advised to take into 
account the free service available from the Police Authority to assist in "designing out" crime.  They should 
familiarise themselves with the nation-wide schemes "Secured by Design", "Secured by Design - 
Commercial", "Secured by Design - Refurbishment" and "Secured Car Park". 

 
 

POLICY CF5 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION FOR NEW PLACES OF WORSHIP WILL BE GRANTED WITHIN 
SETTLEMENTS, PROVIDED THAT THERE IS NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE  LOCAL 
ENVIRONMENT OR ON THE AMENITIES OF  NEIGHBOURING LAND USERS 

 
13.26 During the period of this Plan it is likely that new Places of Worship will be required to meet the needs of the 

expanding population and of growing religious denominations.  Any development of this kind will need to be 
considered in terms of the possible effects it may have on the local environment and the amenities of the 
surrounding properties. 
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POLICY CF6 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR THE PROVISION OF NEW CEMETERIES 
OR THE EXTENSION OF EXISTING FACILITIES, PROVIDED THAT VEHICULAR ACCESS, 
LANDSCAPING AND CAR PARKING MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE COUNCIL 

 
13.27 This policy enables further land to be provided if required during the plan period.  There are no known 

shortfalls at present. 
 
13.28 In existing and new residential and employment areas, or when implementing new employment schemes, 

developers will be encouraged to take into account the needs of working parents by providing children’s 
nurseries or other forms of child care facilities.  It is anticipated that during the period of this plan, as a result 
of changes in the structure of the working population, there will be more working mothers.  Wherever 
possible, developers should provide child care facilities, either as part of new development schemes or within 
existing built-up areas. 

 
 

POLICY CF7 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR SCHEMES AND FACILITIES WHICH 
IMPROVE ACCESS TO EXISTING BUILDINGS AND MOVEMENT ALONG ROADS AND 
PAVEMENTS; PROVIDED THAT THERE IS NO ADVERSE IMPACT UPON THE LOCAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
13.29 There are many sections of the community that have problems with mobility.  These may include elderly 

people, mothers with prams and wheelchair users.  The needs of disabled people are referred to in paragraph 
4.95 and policy TR8.  It is also important wherever possible, to undertake improvements so that access to 
existing buildings, roads and pavements is made easier, where this is necessary. 

 
 

POLICY CF8 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL NOT BE GRANTED FOR REDEVELOPMENT OR CHANGES 
OF USE OF COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES, UNLESS IT CAN BE DEMONSTRATED 
THAT THEY ARE NO LONGER NEEDED BY THE COMMUNITY WHICH THEY SERVE 

 
13.30 All communities, whether in residential areas of towns or fairly remote villages, benefit from the provision of 

a range of community facilities and services.  In recent years, due to changes in social habits and increases in 
the financial returns that can be secured as a result of redevelopment schemes or changes of use, there has 
been a decline in facilities of all kinds. 

 
13.31 The District Council is keen to ensure the retention of community services and facilities  wherever possible.  

Accordingly, planning permission is unlikely to be granted for redevelopment or changes of use, unless a clear 
case can be made to justify such action.  Community facilities and services can be taken to include schools, 
shops, post offices, places of worship, public houses, halls, specialist recreational buildings or structures and 
doctors surgeries or other medical facilities. 

 
13.32 To satisfy the Local Planning Authority, where viability is in doubt, applicants will be expected to offer the 

premises for sale or letting in its current use, on the open market at a realistic price endorsed by a qualified 
independent valuer, for a suitable period.  If no prospective purchaser comes forward, the District Council is 
unlikely to refuse the application. 
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