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SECTION 11 - MINERALS 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
11.1 The extraction of minerals and subsequent restoration of sites can have a considerable impact upon the 

environment. 
 
11.2 The most widely found resource in the District is sand and gravel, although there are deposits of other 

materials, particularly limestone. 
 
 
STRUCTURE PLAN POLICIES 
 
11.3 The County Structure Plan includes policies relating to the extraction of minerals throughout the County.  

These stipulate the need to safeguard mineral reserves, maintenance of an adequate supply of minerals, areas 
where extraction will not normally be permitted, considerations to be taken into account when determining 
applications for extraction and provisions for infilling and restoration, once mineral working has ceased. 

 
11.4 The Minerals Local Plan is in the course of preparation by the County Council which will identify sites for the 

extraction of sand and gravel, limestone and other related minerals.  This Plan will supplement the Structure 
Plan policies. 

 
 
RECENT TRENDS AND ISSUES 
 
11.5 As the Mineral Planning Authority, the County Council is responsible for considering and determining all 

planning applications relating to the extraction of minerals, in addition to preparing strategic and local 
planning policies to establish future intentions and guidelines. 

 
11.6 Areas of known mineral reserves which may be affected by development (or may have implications for 

development) are brought to the attention of the District Council by the County Council.  The District Council 
has a duty to consult the County Council in respect of any applications for other forms of development in 
these areas. 

 
11.7 The County Council as the Mineral Planning Authority , consults the District Council as Local Planning 

Authority, in relation to all applications for mineral extraction and associated development. 
 
11.8 The Minerals Local Plan defines the areas where future extraction is likely to take place and the likely method 

of restoration. 
 
11.9 Considerable water areas have already been created in the District as a result of previous sand and gravel 

extraction and more are proposed. 
 
11.10 In the case of future consents, it will be preferable for restoration proposals to provide for the return of the 

sites to land, rather than water based uses.  In some areas if may be possible to re-create wildlife grasslands.  
Forestry would also be a suitable after use in certain areas. 

 
 

MINERALS POLICIES AND PROPOSALS 
 
11.11 The District Council will oppose all proposals for the extraction of minerals, apart from small scale 

extraction of traditional local building materials, from areas other than those identified in the Minerals 
Local Plan. The regional and national need for aggregates and other minerals is accepted.  This District, 
however, has been a major supplier for many years.   The Minerals Local Plan when adopted will provide 
opportunities for extraction to continue.  In view of the effect of past and proposed workings, both during 
extraction and from the method of restoration adopted, proposals which do not conform to the  Minerals Local 
Plan will be commented upon by the District Council having regard to this paragraph.  The District Council is 
unlikely to oppose the extraction of stone for the production of Collyweston stone slate and other traditional 
local building materials, or for borrow pits where restoration to the original ground level can be secured. 
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11.12 Where the District Council does not oppose applications for mineral extraction it will recommend that 

restoration schemes are submitted and agreed prior to permission being granted.   In addition, it will be 
expected that there will be conditions and/or agreements in relation to minimising disturbance during 
extraction; retention and, if necessary, diversion of public rights of way; and protection of existing trees 
and landscape features.  It is essential that any development intended for the extraction of minerals and 
subsequent restoration of the land involved, should be considered in relation to all the implications arising 
from permitting the proposals.  Adequate provision will be needed to safeguard a wide number of interests.  
Of particular concern would be the amenity of any nearby residents, the relationship to other land uses, 
problems of noise and dust, traffic generation, access and servicing of the site; also location, size and design 
of associated buildings, the nature of restoration proposals and balancing the merits of the existing use of the 
site, against the potential benefits of permitting mineral extraction. 

 
 

POLICY MIN1 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR AFTER USE OF FORMER MINERAL 
WORKINGS INCLUDING AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, RECREATION OR NATURE 
CONSERVATION, WHERE THERE IS NO LOSS OF AMENITY TO ADJOINING LAND USERS 
AND NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT 

 
11.13 Some of the early mineral workings in the District were not subject to stringent requirements upon the 

operators to restore the sites, resulting in some not being restored to the standards required today.  In these 
circumstances, the District Council will encourage proposals to find suitable after uses and/or restoration of 
the sites.  This can be carried out by stimulating the co-ordination and co-operation of the various agencies 
with an interest in after use including operators and land owners. 
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