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SECTION 10 - TRANSPORTATION AND MOVEMENT 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
10.1 The land use proposals made in this Plan have implications for the future traffic volume and flow in the 

District. 
 
10.2 The County Council is the Highway Authority for the District and is responsible for some public transport 

matters.  This duty is undertaken to ensure, as far as possible, that the transport system and network meets the 
needs of residents, business organisations and people involved in recreational and shopping activities.  At the 
same time the County Council seeks to minimise the adverse effects of traffic on the environment. 

 
10.3 With the exception of the trunk roads, which are controlled by the Department of Transport, the County 

Council is responsible for the rest of the public road system and for the provision of public transport in 
conjunction with the operators who provide this service. 

 
10.4 In many cases, therefore, it is only possible to make suggestions or proposals in this Plan to bring matters to 

the attention of those authorities and organisations responsible for public roads and transport. 
 
 
THE ROAD NETWORK 
 
10.5 East Northamptonshire is located close to major national strategic roads which connect London and the South-

East region with the Midlands and the North.  The A14 (M1-A1 Link Road) passes through the District.  This 
national strategic road has increased the accessibility of the District in terms of road transport.   

 
10.6 Historically the District was well served by railway routes.  All of these lines closed some time ago.  It is only 

in recent years that significant investment has been made in new or improved road links.  In strategic terms 
the relative accessibility the District had enjoyed from railways, is now being re-instated by new investment in 
road transport. 

 
10.7 The level of accessibility created by a non-strategic road network when linked to high levels of personal 

transport, is much greater than that which could be offered by a railway network.  It follows therefore, that a 
direct link to the national strategic road network will increase the District's overall accessibility and therefore 
its attractiveness in terms of development investment decisions. 

 
 
STRUCTURE PLAN POLICIES 
 
10.8 The Approved County Structure Plan defines a hierarchy of roads in Northamptonshire.  The Primary Road 

Network comprises strategic roads, including motorways and other trunk roads, or main distribution roads.  
These provide links with the main centres of population in the County and adjoining counties, or provide for 
the distribution of traffic within the main urban areas.  The overall aim is to provide for the removal of 
through traffic from villages and residential areas. 

 
10.9 The County Structure Plan also provides for the selective improvement of the transportation system to provide 

good links between the main towns, to connect with the national road and rail networks, to relieve traffic 
flows in towns and villages and to provide the dispersed rural population with access to the towns. 

 
 
RECENT TRENDS 
 
10.10 In common with the rest of the country the volume of road traffic is steadily increasing in the District.  This 

has resulted from the growth of car ownership and personal mobility, increased movement of freight by road 
as economic activity has grown and the growth of leisure pursuits of all kinds, many of which have 
implications for road transport. 

 
10.11 Traffic growth is expected to continue as the number of households with access to one or more cars increases.  

In addition, improvements to the road network, commuting, growth in the population/number of households 
and increased economic activity will also have an impact. 
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10.12 There have been many public requests for the level of bus services in Rushden to be brought up to the same 

standard as services in other towns in the County, which benefit from high-frequency mini-buses.  A mini-bus 
has recently been introduced and is partly funded by the District Council.  There are currently half-hourly 
services to the Grangeway Estate and hourly off-peak services to Short Stocks.  

 
10.13 So far as inter-urban services are concerned, it is expected that the level of service during the day time period 

will remain unchanged.  Further reductions can be expected to commercial services, however, in the periods 
before 8 am and after 6 pm on weekdays and to the few remaining Sunday services. 

 
10.14 Rural commercial bus services are now confined to off peak shopping services.  The existing level of service 

is likely to remain unchanged, although emphasis will be placed on making greater use of existing transport 
resources to improve service levels in some areas, or to reduce overall transport costs. 

 
10.15 The scope for community minibus schemes is limited, due to the difficulty of attracting sufficient volunteers 

to organise and run services of this kind.   Community involvement in the support and development of rural 
transport services, however, is vital if they are to serve rural transport needs.  A new initiative of this nature is 
planned for the King's Cliffe area and more could follow if the support of local communities is forthcoming.   

 
 
ISSUES 
 
10.16 Despite recent improvements to the road system in the District there are still certain areas where traffic 

problems are apparent.  In particular, the towns experience traffic congestion at times and there are significant 
conflicts between the needs of motor vehicles and pedestrians in town centres. 

 
10.17 The principal transport issues are therefore limited to: 
 

(i) securing the benefits that will result from the increasing accessibility of the District while at the same 
time safeguarding the environment; 

 
(ii) relieving traffic congestion in the towns and achieving highway and environmental improvements; 
 
(iii) provision of car parking where there are existing shortfalls; 
 
(iv) maintaining control over the traffic impacts arising from all forms of new development and balancing 

these with the need to protect and improve the environment; and 
 
(v) encouraging the provision of an integrated public transport system, to meet the needs of all those 

without permanent access to private transport. 
 
 
POLICY OBJECTIVES 
 
10.18 The main transport objectives of the Plan are to: 
 

(i) provide a highway system to enable the efficient and safe passage of people and goods and to reduce 
pedestrian/vehicular conflict; 

 
(ii) minimise the adverse environmental effects of road traffic; 
 
(iii) ensure that parking is provided where needed; 
 
(iv) help maintain and if possible improve public transport services; 
 
(v) provide an improved and safer environment for cyclists and pedestrians; 
 
(vi) ensure that all new development satisfies highway and parking standards and does not result in an 

adverse impact upon the existing and proposed road network; and 
 
(vii) ensure that provision is made to facilitate the movement of disabled people. 
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TRANSPORTATION POLICIES AND PROPOSALS 

 
Main Routes 
 

POLICY TR1 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL NOT BE GRANTED FOR DEVELOPMENTS WHICH WOULD 
PREJUDICE THE CONSTRUCTION OR COMPLETION OF THE ROAD SCHEMES INDICATED 
ON THE PROPOSALS MAP 
 

10.19 Further improvement to the highway network contributes to the District Council's future prosperity and 
continued planned growth.  The main proposals for improvement to the road system are those contained in the 
County Structure Plan.  The District Council will continue to press for key improvements to the highways in 
the District in order to sustain economic growth, to reduce congestion and to improve road safety. 

 
10.20 The County Council's programme for the development of the road network in the District is based on three 

main strategies: 
 
- A "rings" strategy 
 
- A "links" strategy including improvements to the A45/A605 route  and village bypasses 
 
- Support to Department of Transport schemes 
 
10.21 Elements of the programme which have yet to be commenced are: 
 

A6 Rushden/Higham Ferrers Bypass (an element of the A6/A43 South Midlands Network Design, Build, 
Finance and Operate Project) 
Rushden Link Road (from town centre to proposed A6 Bypass) 
A45 Higham Ferrers Bypass to Stanwick dualling (work to start 1995) 
A605 Warmington Bypass and Tansor improvements 
A605 Stanwick to A14 dualling (not yet programmed) 

 
 
Local Roads 
 

POLICY TR2 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR NEW DISTRIBUTOR, RESIDENTIAL 
ESTATE AND ACCESS ROADS PROVIDED THAT THEY ARE DESIGNED TO MEET THE 
POLICY REQUIREMENTS OF THE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
10.22 Design of road systems to serve new housing and commercial development areas should be well integrated 

with the existing network to avoid creating undue problems associated with the increased traffic volumes 
generated by the new development. 

 
 
Parking 
 

POLICY TR3 
 
WHERE PLANNING PERMISSION IS TO BE GRANTED FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT IT WILL 
BE NECESSARY TO ENSURE THAT THERE IS ACCESS, MANOEUVRING AND PARKING 
SPACE FOR VEHICLES CLEAR OF THE PUBLIC HIGHWAY.  THE NUMBERS OF SPACES 
AND TYPE OF ACCESS NEEDED WILL BE DETERMINED BY REFERENCE TO THE PARKING 
STANDARDS SET OUT IN APPENDIX 5.  THESE HAVE BEEN ADOPTED BY THE DISTRICT 
COUNCIL AND THE LOCAL HIGHWAY AUTHORITY 

 
10.23 It is essential for all forms of new development, to make provision for the parking of vehicles which will be 

generated by the development when completed and in use. 
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10.24 Significant problems can arise as a result of inadequate provision for parking of vehicles in respect of new 

developments.  It is essential to avoid safety and convenience problems which arise from the parking of cars 
and lorries on the public highway.  Regard must also be given to the effects of future expansion and any 
change in occupier or use, if this is likely to give rise to parking problems. 

 
 

POLICY TR4 
 
PUBLIC CAR PARKING WILL BE PROVIDED AND MAINTAINED IN TOWN CENTRES NEW 
CAR PARKS WILL BE PROVIDED AT: 

 
1. LAND WEST OF SPINNEY ROAD, IRTHLINGBOROUGH 
2. LAND OFF MILTON ROAD, OUNDLE 
3. COSY NOOK, THRAPSTON  
4. LAND WEST OF BROOK STREET, RAUNDS 

 
10.25 The District's town centres are small and cannot compete with the wider range of goods and services offered 

by larger centres nearby.  They operate very much as local centres providing day to day needs.  Convenient 
car parking, helps to minimise any further loss of trade to the larger centres.  As car ownership increases so 
does the demand for further car parking spaces.  Commercial developers must recognise the role they can plan 
in helping to meet future parking needs.  The commercial success of the development they intend to carry out 
will in part, be related to the existence of a plentiful supply of car parking spaces nearby.  The District Council 
has investigated parking schemes in Oundle in recent years, in partnership with the private sector and will be 
prepared to continue to pursue initiatives of this kind. 

 
10.26 The programme of providing off-street car parks in older residential areas, will continue to be 

implemented.  Many older residential areas offer no off-street parking having been built before current levels 
of car ownership were anticipated, or in some cases before cars had been invented.  Householders have no 
option but to park their cars on the public highway close to their homes.  The District Council has a 
programme of providing off-street parking in association with environmental improvements to housing 
estates, which were once exclusively in public ownership.  It would be desirable to extend this scheme to 
private estates when resources permit. 

 
 
Traffic Management 
 
10.27 Traffic management and traffic calming schemes which will include proposals for townscape and 

environmental improvements will be undertaken in association with the County Council.  The District 
Council, in association with the County Council, has an on-going programme of environmental improvement 
schemes in the town centres. 

 
10.28 It is desirable to reduce pedestrian and vehicular conflicts in town centres.  Pedestrian priority arising from 

traffic calming and re-signing in the main shopping streets leads to a safer and more convenient local 
environment for shoppers.  When linked to environmental improvements in the form of new hard and soft 
landscaping schemes, the appearance of the town centres is transformed for the better.  This change in image 
can encourage investment and expansion based on an increase in the number of people visiting the centre. 

 
 
Cyclists and Pedestrians 
 

POLICY TR5 
 
ROUTES AND FACILITIES FOR CYCLISTS AND PEDESTRIANS WILL BE REQUIRED IN ALL 
DEVELOPMENTS WHICH HAVE A SITE AREA OF ONE HECTARE OR GREATER 

 
10.29 It is important that steps are taken to provide for cyclists and pedestrians, in major new development and 

redevelopment schemes.  This can be achieved by making provision for cycle routes away from major traffic 
routes, improving conditions for cyclists in urban areas (by traffic management schemes), making provision 
for parking/securing cycles in town centres, making provision for pedestrians in new 
development/redevelopment schemes and giving them priority in shopping areas (where this is compatible 
with access and servicing arrangements). 

 

 
88 



East Northamptonshire District Local Plan 1996 
Transportation and Movement 

 
10.30 The overall aim will be to relate the provision of new footpaths and routes for cyclists, to the existing rights of 

way network.  This should connect, by separate and dedicated routes, residential, shopping, commercial and 
recreational areas. 

 
10.31 In order to maintain and improve the definitive footpath network, all other rights of way and to publicise 

attractive routes, steps should be undertaken by the Highway Authority, where necessary, to provide new 
links so as to create circular routes.  It is important to maintain the rights of way in the countryside together 
with links into the urban areas.  This allows the public access to the countryside and provides an important 
recreational resource.  (Also see paragraph 8.28) 

 
 
Service Areas 
 

POLICY TR6 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL BE GRANTED FOR SERVICE FACILITIES ON TRUNK ROADS 
AND THE "A" ROAD NETWORK BEYOND THE BUILT UP AREAS OF TOWNS AND THE 
CONFINES OF VILLAGES, WHERE THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA ARE SATISFIED:- 

 
(I) THERE IS NOT AN EXISTING PETROL FILLING STATION ON THE SAME ROAD LESS 

THAN 19.3 KM (12 MILES) FROM THE SITE; 
  
(II) FACILITIES FOR MOTORISTS IN THE FORM OF RESTAURANTS, TRANSPORT 

CAFES, MOTELS, PICNIC AREAS, PUBLIC CONVENIENCES, TELEPHONES AND 
GENERAL PARKING AREAS CAN BE GROUPED TOGETHER; 

  
(III) THERE IS NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT OR ON THE 

AMENITIES OF NEIGHBOURING LAND USERS; 
  
(IV) ACCESS TO THE DEVELOPMENT IS SAFE AND CONVENIENT FOR TRAVELLERS 

 
10.32 With improvements taking place to the highway network in the District it is important to make provision for 

and control the development of roadside service areas, which meet the needs of motorists.  
 
10.33 Facilities of this nature provide an essential amenity for travellers, but are often located in areas where 

development would not normally be permitted.  It is necessary to carefully control the location, use, design 
and siting of proposals of this kind.  Of particular concern is the need to avoid potential highway safety 
problems. 

 
 
Public Transport 
 
10.34 The County Council and the bus companies will be encouraged to maintain public transport services and 

support initiatives including those by individuals, other agencies and organisations which aim to improve 
these services.   Many residents rely on public transport to gain access to the towns.  It is important to 
maintain the public transport system and where possible encourage improvements to the overall service. 

 
10.35 Of greatest concern is the inadequate or non existent service to those villages located away from inter-urban 

routes.  For this reason it is important to maintain existing service levels and where possible, extend the 
service network.  Encouragement will be given to new and alternative initiatives such as community buses and 
car sharing. 

 
10.36 Proposals made by railway companies which will result in the improvement of rail services will be 

supported.  Although there are no railway passenger services in the District, many residents use rail services 
by travelling to stations in neighbouring Districts. 

 
10.37 It is important that the provision of public transport services is co-ordinated and integrated.  There should be 

linkage between rail and bus services and car parking provision at stations.  Where practicable, the provision 
of new stations should be investigated away from congested town centres and close to strategic roads.  In this 
way transportation can be co-ordinated in a balanced fashion.  This will result in the reduction of unnecessary 
car journeys, so achieving savings in the use of scarce non-renewable fuel reserves and creating less 
environmental pollution. 
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Protected Access Points 
 

POLICY TR7 
 
PROTECTED ACCESS POINTS TO LAND WITH LONG TERM DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL 
WILL BE SAFEGUARDED FROM DEVELOPMENT 

 
10.38 While the purpose of this Plan is to guide development of the District in the period up to 2006, it is important 

to give consideration to possible development options in the longer term.  With this in mind it is desirable to 
ensure that access to land with long term development potential, is not prejudiced by development in the short 
term. 

 
10.39 The existence of a protected access point, is an indication that the land may be released beyond the period of 

this Plan, but it will not be released in the short term.  (Protected access points are shown on the Proposals 
Map) 

 
 
Provision for Disabled People 
 

POLICY TR8 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL NOT BE GRANTED FOR ANY NEW DEVELOPMENT WHERE 
PUBLIC ACCESS IS INTENDED, UNLESS PROVISION IS MADE FOR DISABLED PEOPLE IN 
RESPECT OF CAR PARKING, ACCESS TO PREMISES, USE OF PAVEMENTS AND 
RECREATION AREAS 

 
10.40 Obstacles and minor hazards in the local environment, which are little more than an inconvenience to able 

bodied persons, often cause major difficulties to disabled people.  Consideration and attention to detail in the 
design of buildings and facilities, can overcome or reduce these difficulties. 

 
10.41 In processing planning applications and preparing environmental improvement schemes, the District Council 

will seek to ensure that provision is made for disabled people in respect of car parking, access to buildings, 
pavements and recreation areas.  (Also see paragraph 4.95) 

 
 
Road Maintenance 
 
10.42 New measures which may be adopted to improve the standard of road maintenance will be supported.  

There should be flexibility in the types of materials used as these can have an adverse impact upon the 
appearance of environmentally sensitive areas.  Being largely a rural area the District is characterised by a 
significant network of rural roads as well as the strategic and primary road network. 

 
10.43 Standards of highway maintenance have been reduced in recent years, as a result of a decline in resources.  

Road safety and comfort for road users is dependent upon good standards of maintenance being achieved.  
Failure to carry out adequate maintenance in the short term will require more expensive remedial measures 
being necessary in the long term.  The County Council's Highway Maintenance Plan seeks to maximise the 
results which can be achieved from the limited resources available.  Flexibility rather than strict adherence to 
standards, is important in reducing the poor appearance that arises from the use of unsuitable materials in 
sensitive areas. 

 
 
Commercial Traffic 
 

POLICY TR9 
 
PLANNING PERMISSION WILL NOT BE GRANTED FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH WILL 
GENERATE SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF HEAVY GOODS VEHICLE MOVEMENTS ON 
SECONDARY ROADS, PARTICULARLY WHERE IT IS NECESSARY TO PASS THROUGH 
VILLAGES AND RESIDENTIAL AREAS TO OBTAIN ACCESS BETWEEN THE DEVELOPMENT 
AND THE PRIMARY ROAD NETWORK 
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10.44 It is the policy of the Highway Authority to concentrate traffic movements on the strategic routes.  In 

particular, it is intended to limit the use of the secondary road network by commercial vehicles.  The District 
Council, therefore, will resist proposals which will result in increases of heavy traffic on unsuitable roads, 
leading to a reduction of residential amenities. 

 
10.45 The Highway Authority is encouraged to continue to seek improvements and co-ordination of directional 

signing to strategic and local routes.  Apart from formal controls, encouragement and management of traffic 
flows is facilitated by appropriate directional signing.  (Also see paragraph 9.31) 

 
10.46 The provision of lorry parks on suitable sites, to meet present and future needs, will be investigated.  As the 

full impact of the current road improvements is realised, there may be an increasing need to make provision 
for the secure parking of lorries.  Sites should be established close to major road junctions and away from 
residential areas, where the noise from engines starting up causes a nuisance.  In addition, the passage of 
vehicles through residential areas and town centres gives rise to a degree of noise, vibration and danger, which 
should be avoided. 

 
 
Light Aircraft and Helicopters 
 
10.47 It is likely that during the period of this Plan there will be an increase in the ownership and use of light aircraft 

and helicopters. 
 
10.48 The provision of landing strips and helicopter pads are unlikely to be resisted, provided that all the policies of 

the Plan can be complied with. 
 
10.49 It is not considered that for the time being a separate policy is needed to specifically control this form of 

development.  The matter will be kept under review and if in the future a new policy is required, it will be 
prepared at the time the plan is altered or replaced. 
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