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SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 East Northamptonshire District Council has prepared a statutory Local Plan to cover the whole of the District.  

This Plan provides a detailed land use framework to guide both development and conservation in the area, up 
to 2006. 

 
 
CONTEXT OF THE PLAN 
 
1.2 The Plan has been prepared in the context of the Town and Country Planning Act of 1990 (as amended by the 

Planning and Compensation Act 1991) and relevant Government advice as expressed in Planning Policy 
Guidance Notes, Departmental Circulars and other statements. 

 
1.3 Regional Planning Guidance for the East Midlands has also been considered.  This has been prepared to 

formulate a regional dimension to the planning process.  It was revised following comments made by 
consultees, and was published by the Secretary of State for the Environment in March 1994.   

 
 
THE STRUCTURE PLAN 
 
1.4 The Local Plan provides a detailed policy framework based on the general policies and proposals established 

by the Northamptonshire Structure Plan of 1989 and the Northamptonshire Structure Plan Alteration No. 1 of 
1992, both of these documents now form the Approved County Structure Plan.  

 
1.5 The Structure Plan covers the period 1988 - 2006 and provides a strategy to control and direct growth within 

the County, whilst protecting the character of settlements and countryside. 
 
 
THE DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN 
 
1.6 The primary objectives of the Local Plan are to: 
 

(i) reflect the policies and general proposals of the County Structure Plan and also to relate them to 
precise areas of land in East Northamptonshire; 

 
(ii) provide a basis for the control of development so that planning applications can be considered in 

relation to the policies and proposals of this Plan, which suggest how land in the District should be 
used; 

 
(iii) enable the public to know of the planning policies which are intended to guide development in East 

Northamptonshire up to 2006; and 
 

(iv) let public bodies and private organisations know what investment and development is intended, so 
that they can take this into account when organising their own activities. 

 
 
1.7 In particular this Plan will guide development in the District by: 
 

(i) conserving and enhancing the environment including features of archaeological, architectural, 
historic, nature conservation and landscape interest; 

 
(ii) defining the major housing needs of the area, identifying land for development and suggesting how 

this should best be carried out; 
 

(iii) safeguarding existing employment and ensuring that land is provided to allow sufficient jobs to be 
offered to the existing and increasing population; 
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(iv) safeguarding existing shopping centres, meeting shopping needs of the area and making sure land is 

available to allow new shops to be provided where they are needed; 
 

(v) providing for the tourism, recreational and leisure needs of residents and visitors; and 
 

(vi) offering guidance to enable the providers of community, social and welfare facilities to prepare their 
projects. 

 
 
NEED FOR THE PLAN 
 
1.8 A new Plan is needed for the District because of the strong development pressures which are currently being 

experienced.  These need to be controlled and directed in a systematic, balanced and planned fashion, so that 
competing demands for the use of land can be reconciled fairly and environmental matters taken into account. 

 
1.9 Plans previously prepared for the towns in the District do not make sufficient provision to meet the needs 

stipulated in the Approved County Structure Plan. 
 
 
THE PROPOSALS MAP AND WRITTEN STATEMENT 
 
1.10 The Plan comprises a "Written Statement" and a "Proposals Map". 
 
1.11 The Written Statement comprises 14 Sections dealing with general policies and in addition there are 

individual Settlement Strategy Statements, which describe and analyse existing circumstances and anticipated 
needs in relation to land uses, social and economic factors.  Policies are set out in BOLD TYPE.  Each policy 
is accompanied by an explanation so that there is a clear understanding of the justification and intention of the 
policy. 

 
1.12 The expressions in bold italic type are statements of other policies to which the District Council is committed.  

They are relevant to the future development of the District but are not statutory policies of the Local Plan.  
This is because only land use matters can be included in statutory policies, under current Government rules. 

 
1.13 The Proposals Map and its constituent town and village Inset Maps show those parts of the District for which 

specific policies have been proposed and which can be indicated on a map.  The Local Plan boundary is the 
boundary of the District. 

 
1.14 The base date for information on land use commitments and allocations in the Plan is mid-1995. 
 
 
KEEPING THE PLAN UP-TO-DATE 
 
1.15 The Plan covers the period up to 2006.  How relevant the policies and proposals will remain throughout the 

period up to 2006, particularly in the latter years, is currently impossible to judge.  The Plan will therefore be 
subject to continual monitoring and review, because: 

 
(i) there may be changes in Central and Local Government policies, programmes and practices; 

 
(ii) there may be changes in private and public sector investment in development; 

 
(iii) there will be a need before 2006 to plan ahead for the period after 2006; and 

 
(iv) the current review of the County Structure Plan will require an updating of this Plan. 
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GENERAL MATTERS 
 
1.16 The Plan deals mainly with matters relating to anticipated change, or where guidance is needed.  Policies for 

an area (or for types of development) are not proposed when it is considered that there is unlikely to be any 
change before 2006. 

 
1.17 The Plan cannot deal in detail with matters over which the District Council has no control.  For example, 

resources for education and health provision are administered by other authorities. 
 
 
DETAILED MATTERS 
 
1.18 Although the Plan establishes planning policies to guide the future development of East Northamptonshire, 

some more detailed matters will be considered in separate documents which will be published in the future. 
 
1.19 Certain matters of detail will not be covered in the Plan and further plans and/or "strategy documents" of a 

non-statutory nature will be prepared.  These will include a Countryside Strategy, Conservation Areas 
Strategy, Recreation and Tourism Strategies and a Recycling Strategy.   
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