
Appendix 14 

Appropriate Assessment of Raunds Area Preferred Options 
document 
Introduction 
14.1.1 A ruling by the European Court of Justice in October 2005 required “Appropriate 

Assessments” (AAs) to be undertaken under the provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the 
Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC where the implementation of a land-use plan/ DPD may 
affect a “European Site”. Such designations include “Special Protection Areas” (SPAs) 
and Ramsar sites. As Natural England (formerly English Nature) has proposed the 
designation of the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) as an SPA/ Ramsar site (including Stanwick Lakes, within the Plan area), the 
Raunds Area Plan is therefore subject to an AA. 

14.1.2 An AA was undertaken by “Land Use Consultants on behalf of GHK” as part of the 
Sustainability Appraisal of the Draft East Midlands Regional Plan (Appendix D, 
September 2006), including an assessment of potential activities that may lead to 
deterioration/ disturbance to the proposed Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits and the impact 
of draft Regional Plan policies upon SPAs/ Ramsar sites within the East Midlands. 
Potential impacts of the Raunds Area Plan preferred options are therefore subject to an 
AA as part of the Sustainability Appraisal. 

14.1.3 The AA has been undertaken in accordance with recent draft guidance from the 
Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG): “Planning for the 
Protection of European Sites: Appropriate Assessment” (August 2006).  The AA 
process, as prescribed under Article 6(3) and 6(4), is broadly divided into four tasks: 

•	 Evidence gathering; 
•	 Likely significant effects of preferred options upon proposed SPA/ Ramsar site 

(at Stanwick Lakes/ Ringstead) – “screening” of the document; 
•	 AA and ascertaining the effect on site integrity, where likely significant effects of 

any of the preferred options are found; 
•	 Mitigation and alternative solutions. 

Evidence Gathering 
14.2.1 The Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits proposed SPA/ Ramsar site occupies the majority of 

the River Nene floodplain within the Plan area (see Figure 13, Sustainability Appraisal 
Appendix 3). In total, it covers approximately 35km along the alluvial deposits of the 
River Nene floodplain, from Northampton, downstream to Thorpe Waterville (Rural 
North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan area); a total site area of 1,370 ha. 

14.2.2 A survey of the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits was undertaken by English Nature (now 
Natural England) in July 2005 (Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits pRamsar site UK11083). 
As a result of this, it was recommended that the site be designated an SPA/ Ramsar 
site, as it is a Wetland of International Importance, particularly as wintering habitat for 
wildfowl and wading birds.  The Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits contain the following 
characteristics: 

•	 Extensive shallow and deep open waters; 
•	 Marginal features – sparsely-vegetated islands, gravel bars and shorelines; 
•	 Habitats including reedswamp, marsh, wet ditches, rush pasture, rough 

grassland and scattered shrub. 

14.2.3 English Nature (Natural England) concluded, following a 5 year survey of nesting birds, 
that the site fulfilled Criteria 5 and 6 of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of 
International importance, as it regularly supports over 20,000 water birds.  The following 
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table summarises bird counts undertaken over a 5 year period, from 1999/2000 – 
2003/4: 

Table 1: Key species of bird identified 
Bird Name Species Mean count/ 

season 
% population 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor 629 (wintering) 1.7% Great Britain 
Gadwall Anas strepera 773 (wintering) 2.0% NW Europe strepera 

breeding population 
Golden plover Pluvialis apricaria 5,790 (wintering) 2.3% Great Britain 
Bittern Botaurus stellaris 2 (wintering) 2.0% Great Britain 
Lapwing Vanellus vanellus No data No data 
Wigeon Anas penelope “ “ 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos “ “ 
Shoveler Anas clypeata “ “ 
Pochard Aythya ferina “ “ 
Tufted duck Aythya fuligula “ “ 
Great crested Podiceps cristatus “ “ 
grebe 
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo “ “ 
Coot Fulica atra “ “ 
Mean overall  23,821 individual 
total water birds (non

breeding season) 
Source: Wintering waterbirds in the Uppoer Nene Valley (Denton Wood Associates 2005) 

14.2.4 Currently, the proposed SPA/ Ramsar designation for the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits 
has not been confirmed.  However, in accordance with the conclusions of English 
Nature/ Natural England about the importance of the site as Wetlands of International 
Importance, it is considered appropriate to proceed with an AA of the Raunds Area as if 
the designation were finalised. 

Policies and Proposals in the Raunds Area Plan likely to have significant 
effects 
14.3.1 The initial stage in the AA process is screening the Raunds Area Preferred Options 

document, to determine whether a full AA is required.  The “precautionary principle” 
must be used when assessing whether the effects of any of the preferred options are 
significant; in cases where there is doubt about this or further research is needed, the 
Council should proceed with the full AA process. 

14.3.2 The following table provides an assessment of each of the preferred options put forward 
for the Raunds Area Plan: 
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Table 2: Significant effects of preferred options (negative effects) 
Ref Preferred option Likely 

significant 
effect 
(Y/N)? 

No significant 
effect – reason 

Notes/ further 
considerations 

4.11 Settlement Boundaries N? See 
paragraph 
14.3.4 
below 

Ringstead 
settlement 
boundary is drawn 
near to SPA, but 
designed to prevent 
development to 
west of village. 

Other settlements all 
to east of A45. 

4.17 Employment Approach N New employment 
development to be 
focussed around 
Raunds 

East of A45 

4.21 Housing Approach N New housing 
development to be 
focussed around 
Raunds 

East of A45 

4.26 Phasing N No effect 
4.32 Housing Density N New housing 

development to be 
focussed around 
Raunds 

East of A45 

4.39 Housing Mix N New housing 
development to be 
focussed around 
Raunds 

East of A45 

4.42 Infilling N Proposal relates to 
small scale 
development 
within existing built 
up areas. 

4.51 Affordable Housing – 
Definition 

N No effect 

4.58 Affordable Housing -
Targets 

N No effect 

4.64 Affordable Housing – 
Thresholds 

N No effect 

4.69 Share of Affordable 
Housing 

N No effect 

4.75 Affordable Housing – 
Types 

N No effect 

4.87 Affordable Housing – 
Allocations 

N? See 
paragraph 
14.3.4 
below 

Specific affordable 
housing allocation 
sites not identified 
at present 
(Ringstead) 

Other settlements all 
to east of A45. 

4.91 Rural Exceptions Sites N? See 
paragraph 
14.3.4 
below 

Note proximity of 
Ringstead village to 
proposed SPA. 

Other settlements all 
to east of A45.  
Avoid RE sites to 
west of Ringstead. 

4.100 Transport and 
Accessibility 

N New development 
to be focussed 
around Raunds 

East of A45 

4.105 Residential Car Parking N No effect 
4.117 Town Centres and 

Primary Shopping Areas 
N Raunds only East of A45 
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4.121 Approach to Town Centre 

Development 
N Raunds only East of A45 

4.128 Green Infrastructure N? See Promotion of Review further 
paragraph 
14.3.5 
below 

Stanwick Lakes 
(4.131) may impact 
upon proposed 
SPA. 

4.137 Flood Risk N? See 
paragraph 
14.3.5 
below 

Development of 
200 year standard 
flood protection 
may impact upon 
proposed SPA. 

Review further 

4.143 Tourism N Preferred option is 
to focus tourist 

East of A45 

development upon 
Raunds 

4.149 Parish Plans N No effect 
5.7/ 
5.13 

Housing Provision N New housing 
development to be 

East of A45 

focussed around 
Raunds 

5.20 Mixed Use Site N New development East of A45 
to be focussed 
around Raunds 

5.26 Long term potential N New development 
to be focussed 
around Raunds 

East of A45 

5.34 Regeneration N Raunds only East of A45 
5.42 Education N Raunds only East of A45 
5.48 Recreation N Raunds only East of A45 
6.6 Village and Rural Areas – 

Scale and Distribution of 
Development 

N No new 
development land 
proposed to be 
allocated within 
villages (Ringstead) 

Other settlements to 
east of A45. 

6.10 Hargrave N No effect East of A45 
6.18 Ringstead N? See 

paragraph 
14.3.4 
below 

Ringstead 
settlement 
boundary is drawn 
near to SPA, but 
designed to prevent 
development to 

Proposals for 
Ringstead all within 
settlement boundary 
or to east of village 

west of village. 
6.28 Stanwick N No effect East of A45 
6.34 Rural Buildings N Criteria based 

policy specifically 
refers to impacts of 
re-using rural 
buildings upon 
wildlife/ rural 
surroundings 

14.3.3 The majority of policies are focussed upon Raunds urban area, in particular 	new 
development proposals.  A key assumption is made regarding “significant effects”; 
namely that new development to the east of the A45 trunk road will not have a significant 
effect upon the proposed SPA, given the baseline situation of a major through road and 
its existing environmental impacts separating the majority of the Plan area (including all 
specific development proposals) from the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits. 

14.3.4 No significant effects of Plan proposals have been identified as having clear significant 
impacts upon the proposed SPA/ Ramsar site.  However, uncertainties exist regarding 
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the following preferred options/ proposals, given the proximity of Ringstead village to 
part of the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits: 

• 4.11 – Settlement Boundaries; 
• 4.87 – Affordable Housing Allocations; 
• 4.91 – Rural Exceptions Sites; 
• 6.18 – Ringstead. 

14.3.5 Given that the Plan does not propose any new development to the west of Ringstead, it 
is not considered that any of the preferred options will have any significant effects 
upon the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits proposed SPA/ Ramsar site in the vicinity of 
Ringstead. Two preferred options have, however, been identified as needing possible 
further consideration as regards their potential impacts upon the proposed SPA/ Ramsar 
site, particularly at Stanwick Lakes and downstream of where the Hog Dyke tributary 
joins the River Nene (see following section): 

• 4.128 – Green Infrastructure; 
• 4.137 – Flood Risk. 

Further Consideration of Green Infrastructure and Flood Risk preferred 
options 
14.4.1 The promotion of Stanwick Lakes as an attraction (Preferred Options document, 

paragraph 4.131) may impact upon existing birds (in particular water birds), particularly 
those nesting within the Stanwick Lakes site.  However, the development of additional 
green infrastructure may have benefits in terms of additional planting and management 
of the natural environment.  Furthermore, Stanwick Lakes forms an existing (i.e. 
baseline) facility, the green infrastructure Plan proposals providing positive impacts or 
benefits in terms of enabling the longer term future management of the facility. 

14.4.2 With regard to the management of flood risk within the Nene Valley and proposals for 
improvement of the Hog Dyke within Raunds in association with the development 
proposals, the preferred option should enable a sustainable and improved drainage into 
the River Nene. Accordingly, the preferred option for flood risk management (4.137) 
should provide a positive impact and benefit the quality of the Upper Nene Valley Gravel 
Pits proposed SPA/ Ramsar site. 

Conclusions 
14.5.1 The Raunds Area Plan Sustainability Appraisal (SA) includes, in accordance with the 

provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, an “Appropriate 
Assessment” (AA), incorporated within the SA document as Appendix 14.  This 
Appendix summarises the key evidence gathered to date about the special 
characteristics of the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits proposed SPA/ Ramsar site and 
goes on to review the potential impact of the Raunds Area Plan proposals (preferred 
options) upon the site. 

14.5.2 The initial AA of the Draft East Midlands Regional Plan was undertaken for the East 
Midlands Regional Assembly by “Land Use Consultants in association with GHK” 
(Sustainability Appraisal, Appendix D, September 2006), assessing the impact of 
proposed Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) 8 policies upon all SPAs/ Ramsar sites within 
the East Midlands.  Similarly, strategic policies within the Core Spatial Strategy will be 
subject to a similar process, through the preparation of the Sustainability Appraisal for 
the Submission Plan (anticipated completion February 2007). 

14.5.3 This AA screening report considers the impact of individual preferred options 
(particularly development proposals) in the Raunds Area Plan.  A comprehensive study 
of each preferred option has found that none will have a significant adverse effect 
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upon the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits proposed SPA/ Ramsar site.  Indeed, the 
majority of Plan proposals will have a neutral effect, while some proposals (notably 
Green Infrastructure) may have a positive impact.  Accordingly, Appendix 14 concludes 
that there are no significant effects from the Plan proposals upon the proposed SPA/ 
Ramsar site, so a full Appropriate Assessment will not need to be undertaken. 
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