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1.	 INTRODUCTION 

1.1	 Since submitting their further written representation on the Oundle Text Revisions 

and Updates to the Programme Officer on 8th May 2009, Living Land Ltd have 

received from the Programme Officer revisions to the RNOTP housing trajectories 

given to participants at the Examination Hearing on 30th April 2009 and the amended 

trajectory sent to participants by the Programme Officer on 1st May 2009. 

1.2	 Living Land Ltd have reviewed the revised housing trajectory within the context 

provided by Library Doc 909 which contained the Council’s initial housing trajectory, 

including an assumed programme of delivery at Oundle. Equally, Living Land Ltd 

have assessed the revised housing trajectory in the light of the allocations proposed 

in the Oundle Text Revisions and Updates. 

1.3	 This written statement should be read in conjunction with the further written 

representations submitted by Living Land Ltd to the Programme Officer on 8th May 

2009. 
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2.	 PERIOD COVERED BY THE REVISED HOUSING TRAJECTORY 

2.1	 As outlined in our further written representation dated 8th May 2009 regarding the 

Oundle Text Revisions and Updates, we maintain that the time period covered by the 

revised housing trajectory is inappropriate and unsound as it fails to address the 

clear advice given at paragraphs 34 and 53 of PPS3 to the effect that a housing 

delivery trajectory should be constructed for a sufficient period to enable local 

planning authorities to plan for a continuous delivery of housing for at least 15 years 

from the date of adoption of a local development document. The revised housing 

trajectory sent to us by the Programme Officer on 8th May 2009 covers the period to 

2020/2021. This timeframe represents a period of only twelve years from the 

anticipated date of adoption of the RNOTP, a situation that plainly conflicts with the 

clear advice to be found at paragraphs 34 and 53 of PPS3. 

2.2	 The issue of the content of housing trajectories is considered in the document 

published by CLG in July 2008 entitled ‘Regional Spatial Strategy and Local 

Development Framework Core Output Indicators - Update 2/2008.’ Indicator H2(c) 

refers to likely future levels of housing delivery. The document clearly states that 

“this aspect of the trajectory should illustrate the level of net additional housing 

expected to come forward over at least a 15 year period or up to the end of the plan 

period, whichever is the longer.” Indicator H2(c) also refers to the fact that the first 

year of “the forward looking 15 year period” is known as the current monitoring year. 

2.3	 Indicator H2(d), which relates to likely levels of future housing performance, states 

that “where the minimum 15 years of the forward trajectory includes years beyond 

the end of the current plan period the managed line should continue to then reflect 

meeting that plans relevant planned provision having regard to the same factors.” 

We would particularly draw attention to the reference to a minimum of 15 years and 

the fact that the provision beyond a current plan period should reflect the plan’s 

requirement. 

2.4	 In our submission, the Core Output Indicators Update 2/2008 highlights our earlier 

contention that the revised RNOTP housing trajectory is unacceptable/unsound as it 

does not identify a strategy that will enable continuous delivery of housing for at least 

15 years from the anticipated date of adoption of the RNOTP. 

2.5	 We consider that the revised RNOTP housing trajectory must be amended in order to 

bring it into conformity with national planning guidance established in PPS3. In the 

specific case of Oundle, the trajectory should identify a delivery programme capable 
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of securing a further 93 housing completions in the period 2021-2024. The revised 

housing trajectory must be modified to ensure that it fully and properly reflects the 

clear guidance to be found in PPS3. 
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3.	 TRAJECTORY FOR OUNDLE 

3.1	 Whilst Library Doc 909 gave an indication of the anticipated number of completions 

from individual sites, we have noted with regret that the revised housing trajectory 

provided by the Programme Officer on 8th May 2009 does not indicate how the 

anticipated completions described as OUN3 and OUN4 will be delivered. For 

example, does the trajectory assume that the 145 completions anticipated in the 

period 2011-2013 will all arise at Creed Road and the 80 completions assumed in 

2014-2015 will be achieved at Glapthorn Road? Whatever the assumed distribution 

between the differing sites, we have noted that the revised housing trajectory 

assumes that the completions anticipated in revised Policies OUN3 and OUN4 are 

expected to be delivered in the period 2011-2015. 

3.2	 For the reasons given in our further written representation submitted to the 

Programme Officer on 8th May 2009, we do not consider it appropriate/sound for the 

revised housing trajectory to assume completions arising at Dairy Farm and 

Glapthorn Road in the period 2011-2015. It would appear that those promoting 

development at Dairy Farm consider that its capacity is less than the assumption 

made by the Council and that any completions derived from this source should be 

viewed as a windfall. Equally, given that the Oundle Text Revisions and Updates 

document does not identify a formal playing field allocation to replace the facility that 

would be lost as the result of the development described at Policy OUN4 of that 

document, it would be unsound and contrary to other policies within the RNOTP for 

the Glapthorn Road site to be allocated for housing prior to the formal identification of 

the required replacement playing field facility. In such circumstances, it is 

unacceptable for the trajectory to suggest that the anticipated 80 dwellings at 

Glapthorn Road will be delivered by 2015. In our submission, the lack of clarity 

regarding the necessary replacement playing field facility must mean that the 

Glapthorn Road proposal should feature as part of Proposed Change IN032. 

3.3	 If, as we propose, both Dairy Farm and Glapthorn Road are appropriately removed 

from the revised trajectory for Oundle, that trajectory does not identify a housing 

programme capable of delivering the required completions in the period either to 

2021 or 2024. Given that the land between Cotterstock Road and St Peter’s Road 

has featured in a number of public consultation exercises and sustainability 

appraisals, we would respectfully request that this location is more appropriately 

described in the revised housing trajectory as delivering completions in the period to 

2015. As indicated during the Examination Hearing on 30th April 2009, we consider 
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that this site has the capacity to accommodate approximately 130 dwellings. In order 

to ensure that the final version of the trajectory broadly reflects the content of both 

Library Doc 909 and the revised trajectory recently provided by the Programme 

Officer, we would suggest that initial completions can be achieved on the land 

between Cotterstock Road and St Peter’s Road in 2012/13. 

3.4	 Given the need to ensure that the trajectory identifies a continuous supply of housing 

for 15 years after the anticipated adoption of the RNOTP, the revised trajectory 

should identify those locations from which 506 completions are assumed to arise in 

the period from 2008/09 – 2023/24. That figure is derived as follows: 

• CSS requirement for Oundle	 610 

• Three further years at 31 per annum 93 

• Requirement to 2024	 703 

• Less completions achieved 2001-2008 -161 

• Less existing planning permissions -36 

• Figure required in trajectory on new sites 506 

3.5	 As we consider that the proposed allocations at Dairy Farm and Glapthorn Road 

should not form part of the allocations proposed at Policies OUN3 and OUN4, it 

follows that the trajectory must identify other deliverable allocations capable of 

achieving 105 completions. In our respectful submission, that area should be the 

land between Cotterstock Road and St Peter’s Road as described at Proposed 

Change IN032 and paragraph 8.11 of the submitted RNOTP. That site is also 

identified in the revised housing trajectory as delivering completions from 2018/19 

onwards. 
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