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EMRA Response re affordable housing viability – 6 
May 2009 

From: Steve Bolton [mailto:Steve.Bolton@emra.gov.uk] 
Sent: 06 May 2009 11:51 
To: Fiona Waye 
Subject: RE: RNOTP Affordable Housing Session 

Dear Fiona,


Thank you for your further consultation below.


EMRA’s comments on the RNOTP Submission Document made on 30 January 2008 referred

to the Draft RSS September 2006. Our responses on conformity consultations are now

making reference to the RSS published by the Secretary of State on 12 March this year.


In terms of affordable housing, the adopted RSS (Policy 14) provides an indicative target

figure for the total amount of affordable housing for the North Northamptonshire HMA for the

period 2006 – 2026 ie 14300 dwellings. This is based on detail provided in the Regional

Affordable Housing Study 2006. However, the RSS states that the target should be reviewed

by the relevant Local Development Frameworks when a full Housing Market Area

Assessment has been completed by the relevant local partnership. Policy 15 now sets out the

Regional priorities for Affordable Housing in Rural Areas.


We are aware that recent case law does require LAs to assess and take account of viability

when setting thresholds. This is something we’ll be taking into consideration in the Partial

Review of the RSS which is now underway, as well as the guidance which we work within at

regional level.


I hope this is useful. Would you be able to confirm receipt of this message and whether this

will suffice in terms of our response. I would be happy to e-mail you a formal letter if you

would like it in that form.


Regards


Steve


Steve Bolton

Policy Adviser (Planning Conformity and Best Practice)

Tel:- 01664 502540


From: Fiona Waye [mailto:fionawaye@nnjpu.org.uk]

Sent: 01 May 2009 22:36

Subject: FW: RNOTP Affordable Housing Session


Dear Respondent, 

During this week's Public Inquiry, the Inspector has requested a number of revised 
documents from East Northamptonshire Council on the subject of Affordable Housing, which 
were made available today. 

In the interests of fairness, all relevent participants are being given a chance to view these 
documents, and, should they wish it, make further comment. 



_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Unfortunately, due to the this Inquiry's very tight schedule, the Inspector is unable to extend 
the deadline for representations beyond Friday 8th May. Please ensure any representations 
are received by myself on or before this date. 

Should you experience any difficulties opening these attachments, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Regards 

Fiona Waye 

Programme Officer (RNOTP) 
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Please read the following carefully:


The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended

solely for the addressee.


Access to this message by anyone else is unauthorised. If you do receive the email in error

please notify postmaster@emra.gov.uk or telephone 01664 502599.


Any views expressed by an individual within this email, which do not constitute or record

technical advice, do not necessarily reflect the views of the East Midlands Regional Assembly.


The email has been checked for viruses. We do however recommend that you perform your

own scan of attachments (if any).


We cannot accept any responsibility for transmitted viruses.



