East
Northamptonshire
Council

Summary of Accounts

2008 / 2009

What did we spend money on?
We show the cost of running our services (i.e. day to day expenses) in our revenue account. The table
below shows you the net expenditure in 2008/09 compared to 2007/08 and the amount left to be met
from local and national tax income (i.e. Council Tax and Government Grant). Budgets are set before
the start of each year. At the end of 2008/09 there was an under-spend of £2,186,000 (or 13.7% of the
budget set).
What we spent
Central Services to the public

Net Expenditure in 07/08 £000 Net Expenditure in 08/09 £000
983

1,210

8,021

8,988

564

588

Housing Services

1,326

1,247

Corporate and Democratic Core
(e.g. External Audit Fees and
Management costs of Strategic
Work)

1,845

1,756

Net Cost of Services

12,739

13,789

Less internal depreciation
charge for running East
Northamptonshire’s services

(1,497)

(1,376)

Less Income from investments

(1,341)

(1,143)

Money taken to/(from) reserves
for future use

929

127

Cost of Local Services met by
local and national taxes

10,830

11,397

Cultural, environmental and
planning services (e.g. Electoral
Registration, Land Charges,
Financial Services regarding
Council tax, Business Rates
and Benefits)
Highways, Roads and
Transportation

Day to Day Spending
Irthingborough Regeneration

Where did the money come from?
We spent £11.397 million on running services after allowing for income (such as environmental health,
planning etc). We financed our spending using local and national taxes.
How we paid for services

2007/08 £000

2008/09 £000

Local Taxes – Council Tax

4,885

5,176

National Taxes – Government Grant

1,285

798

Business Rates

5,194

5,525

Total Income from Local and National Taxes

11,364

11,499

45% of our income came from Council tax and 55% from national taxes.
The £5.176 million raised from Council tax is East Northamptonshire Council’s proportion of your
Council Tax bill. When you receive your Council Tax bill it is made up of:
13% East Northamptonshire Council (ENC)
14% Northamptonshire Police Authority (NPA)
73% Northamptonshire County Council (Schools, Social Care and Highways etc) (NCC)

13%

14%
ENC
NPA
NCC

73%

Day to Day Spending
Waste Management

Did we have anything left over?
We spent slightly less than we got in last year.
Revenue Account Surplus

2007/08 £000

2008/09 £000

Cost of Services

10,830

11,397

Income from local and national taxes

(11,364)

(11,499)

(534)

(102)

(Surplus)/Deficit for the year

The surplus for the year was added to reserves to give a new balance of £2.9 million.

Day to Day Spending
Stanwick Lakes

What we spent - investing in our property and land
We also spend money on buying, improving and repairing our property and land so we can offer the
best service we can. This is called Capital spending. We have to account for this type of spending
separately from the running of day-to-day services.
What we spent

2007/08 £000

2008/09 £000

Housing

820

505

Leisure

1,048

1,415

Environment

1,624

1,039

IT Equipment

1,102

350

Vehicles

84

327

Other

224

155

4,902

3,791

Total Capital Expenditure

Where did the money come from?
We spent £3.8million on our property and land. The money came from;
Where did the money come from

2007/08 £000

2008/09 £000

Grants and Contributions (e.g. from Government)

1,927

1,296

Capital Reserves (i.e. money we put aside)

2,975

2,495

Total Funding for Capital Expenditure

4,902

3,791

Capital Spending

What are we worth?
At the end of each financial year, we draw up a balance sheet that represents:
•
•
•
•

how much East Northamptonshire Council’s property and land is worth (i.e. the value of our
assets)
how much cash and investments we have (i.e. an asset, as we could use this in our
business)
what others owe us (i.e. these are assets). The total includes amounts from taxpayers and
central government.
what is owed to others (goods and services that are received but payment is not due yet and
amounts owed to central government are liabilities. The Council has no loans)
At 31 march 2008
£million

At 31 March 2009
£million

Value of Land and Property

31.648

32.292

Cash Investments and cash at bank

16.776

14.059

Money owed to East Northamptonshire Council

6,000

4.202

Money owed by East Northamptonshire Council

(19,118)

(17.759)

Total Assets less liabilities

35,306

32.794

(35,306)

(32.794)

Net Assets

East Northamptonshire Reserves

East Northamptonshire Council’s net worth is £35,306 million. This is represented by
•
•
•

Capital reserves = £37.443 million
Pension reserve = (£12.232 million)*
Revenue reserves = £7.583 million

*Deficit on pension fund as calculated by the actuaries and is not a liability for East Northamptonshire
Council.
East Northamptonshire Council has a legal responsibility to maintain a sensible level of revenue
balances and reserves.

Day to Day Spending
Oundle Mill Lock

Summary of accounts 2008/09 – update on our progress
These are exciting times for East Northamptonshire, as one of the fastest growing districts in the country
and a sought-after place to live because of its good quality of life. East Northamptonshire Council is playing
a key role now and in the future in helping to secure that quality of life for local people. We are also
contributing to the development of the district as a whole through the work that we do and through delivering
high quality services for local people.
To help us do this we have set ourselves the challenge to become an excellent council in the eyes of the
community.
As part of this vision we revised our key ambitions and priorities for the next 3 - 4 years, and our Corporate
Plan sets out our ambitions for the district and our residents. We asked people what matters most to them
when they think about a good quality of life and our Corporate Plan reflects those priorities.
There is no longer a statutory duty to publish the results of our performance indicators in a Best Value
Performance Plan. However, the results of our performance indicators for 2008/09, both national indicators
and local measures, can be found at www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/performance
In last year’s summary of accounts, we identified some of our key priorities for 2009/10. Here is our progress
to date:

What we said we’d do:

Our progress

Clean streets
We will maintain a weekly refuse collection We continue to offer a weekly waste collection to all households
service
in the district
Healthy
The state of the art Visitor Centre opened on time and features
a café, gift shop, children’s play area and education wing. It
We will open the Stanwick Lakes Visitor
boasts impressive green credentials, including rain water
Centre in Spring 2009
harvesting and solar roof panels. The centre is close to being
carbon neutral.
Meeting housing needs
We will seek, through our planning policies, Projections for the amount of affordable housing in the district
to increase the amount of affordable housing over the next three years are strong and increasing provision
provided on new developments
will remain a priority for the Council.
Reduced anti-social behaviour
The ROSE Project is an initiative that targets the most prolific
offenders responsible for the majority of crime in the district.
We will target the few prolific offenders who
It is fully supported by the East Northamptonshire Community
cause most of the problems
Safety Partnership and concentrates specifically on individuals
whose offending is fuelled by drug and / or alcohol abuse.
We will recognise and celebrate the positive Young people are making valuable contributions to our Area
contribution that many young people make to Based Initiatives (ABIs) including helping us to identify ways to
their local communities
improve their local areas.
Improved market towns
We have undertaken a number of projects to support our
market towns including providing retailer training workshops,
We will support a thriving network of market
providing funding to support Christmas festivities, developing
towns as local service centres across the
a local business community website and tourism leaflets,
district
and completing environmental improvements in Raunds and
Irthlingborough.

We will survey our businesses to understand We carried out the survey during August and September 2009
their needs and provide support to help them and we will use the results to help us identify areas we should
thrive in challenging market conditions
focus on to improve our services to local businesses.
High quality built environment
We will restrict growth to those areas where
We will be involving the public in the development of key plans
development can be accommodated
to help us control the development of the district for the benefit
We will seek to involve local people in the of our current and future communities.
planning process
Effective management of waste
The total tonnage of household waste sent to landfill fell by
We will reduce the amount of domestic waste
5.97% in 2008/9 to 20,075 tonnes (compared to 21,351 tonnes
that is taken to landfill
in 2007/8)
We will increase recycling rates through The proportion of household waste recycled or composted
continued education and enforcement
increased in 2008/9 to 32%, up from 30.58% in 2007/8
Reduced deprivation
We will extend our successful community
The two projects are underway and recent work includes
development work in Rushden Pemberton
community tidy-ups and fun days and consultation with local
Ward into parts of Irthlingborough John Pyel
residents.
Ward and Rushden Hayden Ward
We exceeded the target we set ourselves and an additional
£218,150 was awarded within the district during 2008/09. This
We will continue our campaign to maximise was achieved by staff providing additional advice to claimants
take up of national and local benefits
during the course of their work or through attending promotional
events. During this period, we helped 159 people to increase
their income.
Strong corporate brand
We have refreshed our corporate brand so that customers
We will ensure that all the information we can more easily see when services are provided by East
provide is in a consistent, easily recognisable Northamptonshire Council. We have also set out guidelines
format
for written communications so that we use plain English when
communicating with customers.
Good value for money
Average band D equivalent council tax, for local services
(excluding Town and Parish Councils) was the lowest in the
county for 2008/09 and continues to be so for the 2009/10
We will continue to keep Council Tax levels
financial year.
as low as possible while improving services
It has also been the second lowest in our “nearest neighbours
group” (similar authorities) for the same period.
We will continue to look for opportunities to We currently share our finance service with Corby Borough
reduce costs through flexibility, for example Council and our ICT service also looks after the Borough
through joining up services with other Council of Wellingborough’s ICT needs. We will continue to look
councils
for opportunities to reduce costs in such ways.

We are also looking ahead to the future – in particular, to the long-term ambitious plans for the
regeneration of Rushden in the south of the district.
The plans for a new leisure centre at Manor Park will allow us to free up town centre sites (the Splash
Pool and the Pemberton Centre) for mixed use development while Alfred Street School would merge
with Tennyson Road School on the Tennyson Road site. These moves are key to the regeneration of
the town.

Chief Finance Officer Statement
As East Northamptonshire Council’s Chief Finance Officer, I can confirm that this year’s statement of
accounts has been prepared in line with Local Authority Accounting Code of Practice. The figures in
this summary have been compiled from the full statement of accounts which was audited by the Audit
Commission, the Governments spending watchdog. As in previous years we received an unqualified
audit opinion.
A full copy of the audited statement of accounts and detailed performance indicator results can be found on
the East Northamptonshire website at www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/statementofaccounts
Mark Lovell CPFA
Executive Director / Chief Finance Officer

All this for £112.19*

The lowest council tax in Northamptonshire.
*East Northamptonshire Council’s proportion of the Council Tax Bill (based on average Band D property)

You can ask for this summary to be supplied in large
print, tape format or other languages by calling
01832 742000

