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Sustainability Appraisal Update Note 

1. 	 Introduction and Background 


1.1 	 This report documents the result of the review and update of the Sustainability Appraisal for the 
East Northamptonshire Council (ENC) Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan (RNOTP) based 
on proposed changes to the plan which are to be consulted on in February 2009. This 
Sustainability Appraisal Update Note should be read in conjunction with the Sustainability 
Appraisal Report for the RNOTP, published in January 2008 and the Final Sustainability Appraisal 
Scoping Report for the RNOTP, published in October 2005. 

Background to the Requirement for an Update Note 
1.2 	 This Sustainability Appraisal Update Note has been prepared to fulfil the requirements for 

Sustainability Appraisal arising from regulations1 implementing the Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004 and the requirements for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) arising 
from the SEA Regulations2. 

1.3 	 The need for the review and update has arisen following issue of The Inspector’s Note (31 
October 2008) to East Northamptonshire Council (ENC), which sets out the additional work 
required by the Council in order to satisfy the Inspector that the RNOTP is sound.  A number of 
changes to the RNOTP have emerged through the examination process, as well as the 
consultation on the Submission Document which preceded it, and ENC has requested the update 
to ensure consistent application of the Sustainability Appraisal and Appropriate Assessment (AA) 
in respect of the proposed alterations to the Plan. 

1.4 	 This report focuses on the Sustainability Appraisal and has been prepared in conjunction with the 
update to the AA.  It should be noted that the results of the AA review and update has been 
documented in a separate document. 

Background to Sustainability Appraisal 
1.5 	 The SEA Directive requires that certain plans and programmes undergo an environmental 

assessment, due to the likelihood that they will have significant environmental effects once 
implemented. This Sustainability Appraisal Update Note is extended beyond environmental 
sustainability concerns to include the social and economic dimensions of sustainability. Guidance3 

from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM – now the Department for Communities and 
Local Government (DCLG)) recommends that the Sustainability Appraisal and SEA are carried out 
in a combined process; therefore, the term Sustainability Appraisal (SA) will henceforth be used to 
describe this combined process. The purpose of SA is to promote sustainable development 
through better integration of sustainability considerations in the preparation and adoption of plans. 

The SA Process 
1.6 	 According to the ODPM guidance, the main stages in the SA process are as follows: 

•	 Stage A – Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the 
scope of the sustainability appraisal; 

•	 Stage B – Developing and refining options and assessing effects; 

1 Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004. The Regulations came into force on 28 September 
2004 and have been updated with the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2008 
which came into force on 27 June 2008. 
2 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations July 2004, which transposed EU Directive 2001/42/EC on 
assessment of effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment (the ‘SEA Directive’) into UK law. 
3 Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents, ODPM, November 2005. 
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• Stage C – Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report; 

• Stage D – Consultation on the plan and the Sustainability Appraisal Report; and 

• Stage E – Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the plan. 

1.7 	 This SA Update Note documents alterations that have emerged as part of Stage D of the SA 
process. 

Contents and Main Objectives of the Plan 
1.8 	 The RNOTP is a site specific proposals Development Plan Document (DPD), based on the 

framework set by the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy (hereafter referred to as the 
“Core Spatial Strategy”).   

1.9 	 The Plan sets out the vision and detailed policies for the development, regeneration and planned 
growth of Thrapston and Oundle Rural Service Centres; the development of King’s Cliffe as a 
Local Service Centre; and the sustainable development of communities in the rural north of East 
Northamptonshire. It includes the identification of sites for housing, employment, recreation and 
other land uses and contains policies relating to specific areas where individual development, 
conservation or design considerations apply. 

1.10	 The vision for the Plan area is: 

“The Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston area will be distinctive and successful, with local 
businesses supported and the local economy diversified and strengthened.  There will be a strong 
focus on tourism, leisure and green infrastructure, alongside the protection and enhancement of 
the area’s landscape character and its valuable built and natural environment. A balanced pattern 
of development in East Northamptonshire overall will be achieved by planning for vibrant rural and 
local service centres and thriving village communities in the rural north.” 

1.11 	 The Council has identified a set of nine key outcomes which will deliver the vision for the Plan 
area. The key outcomes effectively function as Plan objectives, and are set out below: 

1 	 To achieve sustainable growth at Oundle, Thrapston and King’s Cliffe, with development 
to meet rural needs and sustain facilities in the remainder of the rural north 

2 	 To provide increased travel choice supporting the service centre roles of Oundle, 
Thrapston and King’s Cliffe 

3 	 To create a net gain in green infrastructure through the creation of a network of new 
walking and cycling routes, linking biodiversity, leisure and tourism assets 

4 	 To enhance biodiversity management and statutory protection for key sites across the 
Plan area 

5 	 To achieve high quality of design that respects local distinctiveness and enhances the 
historic character and setting of the area’s towns and villages 

6 	 To provide market and affordable housing to meet locally identified needs  

7 	 To support healthy, fulfilled and balanced lifestyles for all in the Rural North, Oundle and 
Thrapston 

8 	 To create a diverse range of jobs and business opportunities throughout the Rural North, 
Oundle and Thrapston 

9 	 To create attractive and vibrant town centres for Oundle and Thrapston 

1.12	 Following amendments to the original Plan, two Strategic Policies have been removed and the 
latest form of the Plan contains a set of 31 general policies that are applicable across the Plan 
area: 
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Strategic Policies 
•	 Policy 1 – Settlement Roles 

•	 Policy 2 – Windfall Development in Settlements 

•	 Policy 5 – Comprehensive Development 

•	 Policy 6 – Green Infrastructure 

•	 Policy 7 – Transport Network 

•	 Policy 8 – Residential Parking Standards 

•	 Policy 9 – Flood Risk 

Environmental Policies 
•	 Policy 10 – Housing Density 

•	 Policy 11 – Housing Mix 

•	 Policy 12 – Important Open Land within Towns and Villages 

•	 Policy 13 – Buildings of Local Architectural or Historic Interest 

•	 Policy 14 – Protection of Local Sites of Conservation Interest and Designation of Local 
Nature Reserves 

•	 Policy 15 – Enhancing Biodiversity 

•	 Policy 16 – Wind Farms 

•	 Policy 17 – Parish Plans and Village Design Statements 

•	 Policy 18 – Considerate Construction 

Social Policies 
•	 Policy 19 – Affordable Housing Targets 

•	 Policy 20 – Affordable Housing Requirements 

•	 Policy 21 – Rural Exceptions Housing 

•	 Policy 22 – Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities 

Economic Policies 
•	 Policy 23 – Protected Employment Areas 

•	 Policy 24 – Employment Sites Occupied by Single Businesses 

•	 Policy 25 – Town Centres 

•	 Policy 26 – Water Related Facilities along the River Nene 

•	 Policy 27 – Riverside Hotel, Elmington 

•	 Policy 28 – Oundle Marina 

•	 Policy 29 – Lilford Park 

•	 Policy 30 – Rural Buildings – General Approach 

•	 Policy 31 – Replacement Dwellings in the Open Countryside  

•	 Policy 32 – Farm Diversification 
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• Policy 33 – Lorry Parking 

1.13	 The Plan also includes a set of 18 area based policies, grouped under the following headings: 

• Oundle – Strategy and Allocations 

• Thrapston – Strategy and Allocations 

• Rural Areas – Strategy and Allocations 

Geographical Area 
1.14	 The area covered by the Plan, which comprises the central and northern parts of the District, 

totalling 42,174 hectares, has a dispersed settlement pattern encompassing two towns and 50 
villages, the urban areas forming a comparatively small proportion of the Plan area. The rural 
service centre of Oundle is geographically the centre of the Plan area. Thrapston, to the southern 
end of the Plan area, is also classified as a rural service centre. King’s Cliffe, located to the north 
of the Plan area, has grown in recent years and provides services and facilities to a network of 
surrounding villages.  

1.15	 The Plan area is part of the North Northamptonshire Growth Area, which is identified for significant 
change and new development in the Government’s Sustainable Communities Plan (ODPM 2003). 
It is also adjacent to the Cambridge - Peterborough Growth Area and has close geographical and 
functional links with the towns of Peterborough, Kettering and Corby. 

1.16	 The Plan area has good strategic road transport links, serving both Oundle and Thrapston and 
linking them to larger towns in the adjoining area. The A14, the A43 and the A605/A45 make the 
connection with the M1 and A1. The rural roads, in various conditions, provide access to the 
villages. 

1.17	 The geographical boundary of the Plan area is shown in Figure 1.1. 

1.18	 This SA is primarily concerned with effects arising from implementation of the RNOTP. Although 
the SA will mostly focus on effects within the Plan area, it will also consider the effects of the 
policies on surrounding areas, the region, and on national and global issues where deemed 
relevant. 
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Figure 1.1 – Geographical Extent of Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan Area 
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Programme and Responsibility 
1.19	 The SA was commenced in early 2005. The SA process up to completion of the Preferred Options 

SA Report and the consultation on this was carried out by ENC Council Officers. Preparation of 
the Submission Document Final SA Report was undertaken by Atkins independently of ENC. 

1.20	 Table 1.1 outlines the timetable and process undertaken to prepare the SA. 

Table 1.1 – Key SA Tasks and Output 

Task / Output Timing Comments / Actions 

Scoping Report Aug 2005 Findings of Issues and Options preparation and 
consultation taken into account 

Consultation on SA 
Scoping Report 

Aug – Oct 2005 Joint Scoping Report covering SA of RNOTP, Raunds 
Area Plan and Three Towns Plan – Rushden, Higham 
Ferrers and Irthlingborough 

Preferred Options SA 
Report 

Jan 2006 Incorporation of Scoping Report responses into 
Appendix 1 of Preferred Options SA Report 

Consultation on Preferred 
Options SA Report 

Jan – Mar 2006 Findings of consultations summarised in “Summary of 
Consultation” (September 2006) and “Summary 
Response” (December 2006) documents 

Consultation on North 
Northamptonshire Core 
Spatial Strategy 
Submission Document  
SA Report 

Feb – Mar 2007 North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit 

RNOTP Submission 
Document SA Report 

Dec 2007 Findings of consultations incorporated in revised SA 
Report 

Consultation Jan – Feb 2008 Submission stage consultation 

SA Update Note Jan-Feb 2009 Update of assessment incorporating Inspector’s 
recommendations for changes to Submission 
Document; Schedule of Proposed Changes following 
Statutory Regulation 33 Consultation (June – August 
2008); Changes resulting from the Examination 
Statements and Hearings Session (August – October 
2008); Changes resulting from Planning Policy 
Committee (5th February 2009): and Schedule of 
Proposed Changes to the Rural North, Oundle and 
Thrapston Plan 

Consultation 
1.21	 The RNOTP Submission Document was prepared through extensive preliminary (“Issues and 

Options”) consultations, undertaken between July 2001 and August 2005, known as “Design for 
the Future”. Following this, SA Scoping consultation was undertaken, followed by consultations on 
the RNOTP Preferred Options document and the accompanying SA Report.  The SA Report on 
the RNOTP Submission Document was subject to consultation between January and February 
2008 in conjunction with the Submission Document.  Full details of the various RNOTP 
consultations are set on the Council’s website. 

1.22	 Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and Environmental Assessment of Plans 
and Programmes Regulations 2004 separate, parallel consultation processes have taken place for 
both the RNOTP and accompanying SA Reports. 
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2. 	Methodology 


2.1 	 The focus of this SA review and update is those changes to the RNOTP that are likely to result in 
an alteration to conclusions that have been presented previously in the SA Report (January 2008).  
This has resulted in a methodology comprising the following key stages: 

• Identification of key changes to the RNOTP; 

• Update to SA component descriptions to reflect key changes; 

• Review of SA conclusions in light of alterations to components; 

• Update to mitigation measures associated with the components; and 

• Preparation of SA Update Note, to complement the SA Report. 

Methodology 
2.2 	 The approach used in the SA of the RNOTP is based on the process set out in the ODPM’s 2005 

SA guidance. The SA has been conducted to also meet the requirements of the SEA Regulations.  

2.3 	 The methodology adopted involved the completion of SA stages D1 and D2 and associated tasks 
as outlined in Figure 2.1. The detailed assessment methodology follows that used in the 
preparation of the SA Report for the RNOTP Submission Document published in January 2008. 

2.4 	 The methodology used for Stage A tasks is documented in the Final SA Scoping Report, 
published in October 2005; and the methodology for Stages B – C is documented in the SA 
Report published in January 2008. This report documents the results of Stages D1 and D2. 
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Figure 2.1 – Relationship between SA Stages and Tasks 

Source: Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development 
Documents, ODPM, November 2005. 
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Review of Updated Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan 
2.5 	 The further changes to the RNOTP that have emerged through the Post-Submission and 

Examination Process to date largely comprise editing to improve clarity.  However, ENC have 
identified that the following changes are likely to require updates to the SA: 

•	 Policy 1 – Settlement Hierarchy (paragraphs 4.5 and 4.6) – proposed changes to the 
settlement hierarchy arising through the emerging topic paper on the matter; 

•	 Policy 9 – Flood Risk – proposed changes to policy re: SuDS, to ensure sufficient flexibility; 
policy approach significantly altered; 

•	 Policies 19 and 20 – Affordable Housing Targets and Thresholds – deletion of Policy 19 and 
proposed changes to Policy 20 and supporting text to address issues of viability; 

•	 Policy OUN3 – Housing Allocations in Oundle – allocation of two additional development 
sites. 

2.6 	 The changes listed above have formed the principal focus of the review of the RNOTP for the 
purposes of this SA Update Note. However, proposed changes to Policies 12 (Important Open 
Land within Towns and Villages) and 22 (Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities) have also 
been considered as potentially relevant to the SA update.  Table 2.2 presents the list of 
components included in the SA Report (January 2008), updated to reflect the proposed changes 
to the RNOTP following the Inspector’s Note. 
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Table 2.1 – Updated Plan Policy Components4 

DPD Policies 

Settlement Rol

Settlements 

l
i

devel i
services base. 
Local

ic 
transport. 

i
l

i
i

these vill

l
i i

normall i
l 

i
i l 

i ls Map 
i

Wi l i i

“

i

i

wi

i
not affect the SA conclusions. 
Reference to “Category A 
and B” vill

removed. 

Component  
included in 
Component 

Description of Component Change Impact on SA 

1. Scale and 
Distribution Of 
Development 

Policy 1 – 
es 

Policy 2 – Windfall 
Development in 

Settlement roles are outlined in a 4-tier hierarchy of 
settlements in the Plan area as follows:  
Rural Service Centres: Ound e and Thrapston 
Support their role as focal po nts for infrastructure and 

opment through diversification of the r employment and 

 Service Centre: King’s Cliffe 
Supports its role in providing services for villages by 
increasing its accessibility through demand responsive publ

Smaller Service Centres: Nassington and Warmington 
The limited service centre roles w ll be strengthened. 
Network Vil ages - Category A and B 
The emphasis w ll be to meet local needs for housing, 
employment and community facilities w thin the context of 

ages’ dependence on the service centres. 
Development opportunities for these tiers include the re-use 
of previously developed land and buildings and development 
of greenfie d sites identified in the Plan.  
In the Open Countrys de, housing development w ll not 

y be permitted and the re-use of buildings w ll be 
judged against policies 30 (Rural Buildings- Genera
Approach), 31 (Replacement Dwellings in the Open 
Countryside) and 32 (Farm Diversification). 
Infilling w thin settlements has been identified as being 
unpopular w th local residents and a cause of declining loca
character and distinctiveness. Infilling of small developments 
which are not specifically dentified on the Proposa
accompanying the Plan are referred to as ‘w ndfall sites’. 

ndfall deve opment w thin towns and villages w ll be 

Policy 1 
Deletion of reference to 
Category A and B” villages 

- in Policy 1(4). 
Changes to settlement 
hierarchy - Low ck and 
Wadenhoe to become 
Category A; Luddington in 
the Brook to become "open 
countryside". 
Policy 2 
Revision to introductory 
paragraph to clar fy policy 
scope (i.e. development 

thin settlement 
boundaries). 

None: The changes do not 
alter the objectives of the 
component.  The appraisal of 
the component was not 
settlement specific and as 
such the change in the 
villages’ classif cation does 

ages in Component 
Description should be 

 Revisions to the Policy Components in Table 2.1 are indicated with either strikethrough (for deletions) or blue text (for additions). 
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Component  DPD Policies 
included in 

Description of Component Change Impact on SA 

Component 
judged against these criteria:  
The overall mix of housing types and sizes of the 
development meets local circumstances and need and 
provides for a balanced mix in the neighbourhood or 
community; 
Proposals for employment related development are of a 
scale and nature appropriate to their location and character 
of the locality; 
The  scale, siting and density of any dwellings accord with 
the character of the surrounding properties and are 
satisfactorily integrated into the settlement and the 
surrounding area;  
Local services, facilities and infrastructure are sufficient to 
serve the development, or are supported or provided by the 
development; and 
The proposal would not unacceptably block important views 
or vistas within the settlement, or of open countryside beyond 
the settlement, and would not significantly detract from the 
appearance of the settlement from the surrounding area. 
Proposals to replace existing dwellings with a higher density 
new development on the same site will not normally be 
permitted. 

Development and 
Phasing 

2. Comprehensive 
In Oundle 
Policy 4 – Phasing 
In Thrapston 
Policy 5 – 
Comprehensive 
Development 

Policy 3 – Phasing 
to infrastructure delivery in association with new 
developments in the Plan area. The term ‘infrastructure’ is 
used generically to describe a range of services and 
facilities, including health, education, libraries, community 
halls, open space, sport and recreation, as well as road and 
public transport improvements.   
The release rate for development land at Ashton Road/ 
Herne Road and Creed Road in Oundle will be dependent 
upon the delivery of the necessary infrastructure, services 
and facilities and related to the delivery of a high quality 

Policy 7 of the Core Strategy defines the strategic approach 
Policy deleted and merged 
with Policy OUN1. 
Policy 4 
Policy deleted and merged 
with Policy THR5. 

Policy 3 
reworking to focus only on 
Comprehensive Development 

Minor: Assessment needs 

business development at East Road. 
The development of land at Huntingdon Road, Thrapston will 
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Component  DPD Policies 
included in 

Description of Component Change Impact on SA 

Component 

necessary strategic infrastructure, services and facilities. 
be undertaken in stages, dependent upon the delivery of the 

The phases of development will be defined in a master plan, 
providing full details of the necessary trigger thresholds for 
additional infrastructure. 
Longer term development sites will be brought forward 
through a review of the Plan. 
In order to plan effectively and comprehensively for new 
development and promote balanced, sustainable 
communities, proposals that result in a piecemeal approach 
which could compromise the delivery of local infrastructure 
will be restricted. The layout of development sites should not 
preclude the development of adjoining land with longer term 
potential or create situations that lead to a piecemeal form of 
development. On large sites (over 100 dwellings or 3 
hectares of non-residential development) a master plan will 
be required prior to approval being granted for development, 
in order that any phasing can be agreed at the earliest 
possible stage and the cumulative need for infrastructure, 
services and facilities made necessary by the development 
can be established. 

3. Transport, 
Accessibility and 
Parking 

Policy 7– 
Transport Network 
Policy 8 – 
Residential 
Parking Standards 

Due to the reliance on the private car throughout much of the 
Plan area, increasing the availability of transport modes is 
important in order to provide choice and improve accessibility 
for “hard to reach” groups. Bus transport is to be increased in 
line with strategic priorities set out in the Core Strategy and 
to ensure long-term transport choice. The Plan aims to 
establish mechanisms to secure funding for bus services. In 
particular, feeder services between rural areas to service 
centres are to support the role and prosperity of the rural and 
local service centres.  

No change None 

Non car journeys are also to be reduced by improving cycle 
and walking routes. New developments over 10 dwellings, or 
0.5 hectares of commercial uses, will be required to include 
attractive and direct walking and cycling routes connecting to 
the transport network.  
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Component  DPD Policies 
included in 
Component 

Description of Component Change Impact on SA 

Parking standards are to reflect the accessibility of services 
and employment in the local area as well as public transport 
provision. For new residential developments within the Plan 
area, an average maximum residential parking standard of 2 
spaces per dwelling will apply. Within the defined town 
centres of Oundle and Thrapston, an average maximum 
residential parking standard of 1.5 parking spaces per 
dwelling unit will apply. These parking standards are slightly 
higher than those provided in the Parking SPG to reflect the 
continued high reliance on private cars.  

4. Flood Risk Policy 9 – Flood 
Risk 

The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, completed in 
September 2006, enables the Council to apply PPS25 
standards across the District. To support this, the Plan 
intends to allow planning permission only to those 
developments which are not at risk of flooding. A 200 year 
standard of flood protection is to be applied across the plan 
area both in relation to development and the measures 
required to attenuate additional runoff generated by that 
development. Developments that improve present flood 
protection will be supported. Incorporating SuDS in 
development will be encouraged and measures that 
attenuate or decrease surface run-off will be supported. 

Policy 9 
Policy amended to state that 
SuDS will be incorporated 
into a scheme “wherever 
possible” for sufficient 
flexibility. 

None: This change to the 
policy slightly reduces the 
degree of certainty for SuDS 
support. This, however, does 
not alter the SA conclusions, 
as the previous Policy 
wording also implied 
conditional support for SuDS.  
The component was 
assessed as having major 
positive effects against a 
number of SA objectives not 
solely on the basis of its 
support for SuDS but also 
because of its support for 
other measures to attenuate 
or decrease surface runoff. 

5. Housing – 
Density and Mix 

Policy 10 – 
Housing Density 
Policy 11 – 
Housing Mix 

The Plan intends for all new housing to be developed at a net 
density consistent with surrounding development density and 
local character, public transport accessibility and ease of 
walking and cycling to local services and facilities.  
A detailed ward based assessment illustrates that, with the 
exception of Thrapston, there is a need for larger numbers of 
smaller dwellings (1-2 bedrooms) within the Plan area. 
Housing developments should deliver mixed and inclusive 
communities and provide for local housing needs regarding 
house sizes based on the ward based assessment and 

Policy 10  
First sentence of the policy 
amended to include a cross 
reference to design criteria 
set out in other pertinent 
policies (Policy 2 of the Plan 
and Policy 13 of the North 
Northamptonshire Core 
Spatial Strategy).   

None: No revisions are 
required to the Component 
appraisal and SA 
conclusions, as the changes 
made are not material and 
intend to improve clarity of 
the policies’ wording.  
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Component 
recommendations of the Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment. 
Over the lifetime of dwellings, it is likely that a significant 
fraction will require wheelchair accessibility and therefore 
housing provision should be designed appropriately. Housing 
should be provided to “Lifetime Homes” standard and 5% (or 
at least 1 unit, whichever is the greater) of all housing on 
sites of over 10 dwellings should be designed as wheelchair 
accessible. 

Section of supporting text 
relating to the definition of 
dwellings’ types is replaced 
with the reference to Policy 
11 on Housing Mix to 
improve clarity. 

The size and mix of the affordable housing element should 
reflect the overall mix and balance on new housing sites, as 
well as local need. 

Character 
6. Settlement 

Important Open 
Land Within 
Towns And 
Villages 
Cross-reference 
to Local Plan 
Policy EN20. 
Policy 13 – 
Buildings Of Local 
Architectural Or 
Historic Interest 

Policy 12 – 
depends not only on their buildings, but also the open spaces 
and their relationships to buildings and features.  
Planning permission will not be granted for development 
which adversely affects open land of particular significance to 
the form and character of a town or village, as identified by 
one or more of the following criteria: 

• The land contributes to the retention of the existing form 
and character of a particular settlement; 

• The land provides an important open area within a 
settlement which separates distinct groups of buildings 
or parts of the settlement; 

The character of towns and villages across the Plan areas 
This policy will be deleted 
and replaced by a cross 
reference to saved Local 
Plan Policy EN20.  

Policy 12 
with a cross-reference to 
Local Plan Policy EN20 does 
not alter the recognition of the 
need to protect important 
open land within towns and 
villages.  No revisions to the 
SA conclusions are required. 

None: Replacing Policy 12 

• The land contributes to the setting of a listed building, a 
building of townscape quality, ancient monument or 
landscape feature, or contributes to the character of a 
conservation area; and 

• The land allows views into the settlement from 
approach roads or open countryside, views into the 
countryside from within the settlement, and/or views 
across to different parts of the settlement. 

When considering proposals which affect a Building of Local 
Architectural or Historic Interest or its setting, these will only 
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Component 
be acceptable where: 
The character, appearance and historic interest and integrity 
of the building is safeguarded; and 
The setting of the building is preserved or enhanced. 

7. Biodiversity, 
Green 
Infrastructure and 
Open Spaces 

Policy 6 – Green 
Infrastructure 
Policy 22 – Open 
Space, Sport And 
Recreational 
Facilities 
Policy 14 – 
Protection Of 
Local Sites Of 
Conservation 
Interest And 
Designation Of 
Local Nature 
Reserves 
Policy 15 – 
Enhancing 
Biodiversity 

Development within the Plan area will contribute to and link 
into the wider green infrastructure network.  Specific Green 
Infrastructure projects will be designed in consultation with 
Natural England to prevent adverse impacts on the Upper 
Nene Valley Gravel Pits pSPA/pRamsar site. The linking of 
communities to key assets and destinations will be achieved 
through the provision of specific routes. Other routes, utilising 
and enhancing the existing rights of way network, will be 
established in order to promote and diversify green 
infrastructure in the Plan area. 
Residential and employment development should provide: 

• Improved connectivity through the provision of foot and 
cycle routes; 

• Creation of space for nature conservation and green 
education; 

• Green economic uses; and 

• Imaginative recreational facilities. 
On large sites (over 100 dwellings or 3 hectares of non
residential development), the master plan should set out how 
the green infrastructure will be delivered. 
The Plan acknowledges that open spaces can provide a 
number of functions within the urban fabric of towns and 
villages. For example, the provision for play and informal 
recreation, a landscaping buffer within and between the built 
environment, and/or a habitat for the promotion of 
biodiversity.  In order to protect and enhance resist the loss 
of existing open space, sport and recreation facilities the 
Plan sets out a number of measures to protect and enhance 

ill inclthese spaces. These w udinge: 

Policy 22 
Revision to Policy 22 and its 
supporting text to ensure 
consistency with PPG17 
and definition of a threshold 
for new development sites 
that are required to provide 
open space. 
Policy 6  
New text added to the policy 
and its supporting text (as 
outlined in the AA Screening 
report). The policy now 
states “To prevent adverse 
impacts on the Upper Nene 
Valley Gravel Pits 
pSPA/pRamsar site, specific 
Green Infrastructure 
projects will be designed in 
consultation with Natural 
England”. 

Minor: On balance, the 
alterations are considered 
unlikely to result in significant 
alterations to the SA 
conclusions.  However, there 
is a requirement to review the 
phrasing of the component 
assessment to reflect the 
alteration in the emphasis of 
the policy. 
The changes to the Policy 22 
wording allow for exchange of 
one site for another to 
substitute for any loss or to 
remediate deficiency in open 
space provision, which is in 
line with PPG17 
recommendations.  The 
change introduced to the 
Policy 22 targets in the policy 
supporting text aims to 
ensure zero net loss of open 
space not only in terms of 
quantity but also in terms of 
quality. 
Introduction of the threshold 
for development sites that are 
required to provide new open 
space or improve existing off-
site facilities is presumably 
linked with the recent viability 
assessment referred to below 
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• Protecting sites with high quality and good accessibility; in Component 9. 

• Enhancing accessibility and quality of sites where they 
are deemed inadequate; 

• Consider the exchange of one site for another in order 
to substitute for any loss of open space or sports and 
recreational facility or to remedy deficiency in 
accordance with PPG17; 

• Seeking improvements to open spaces and recreation 
facilities from developers; 

• Ensuring new provision is considered in areas of 
expansion; and 

• Seeking to achieve the recommended accessibility 
standards local quantity for of each open space type 
typology. 

Furthermore, New or improved local open space, sport and 
recreation facilities are to be provided on all new housing 
developments of 15 or more dwellings or 0.42 ha or larger 
and/or improvements and enhancements undertaken to 
existing off-site facilities.   
100% of applications approved to provide for open space in 
accordance with the required standard.  Zero net losses of 
existing open space, sport and recreation facilities including 
zero net loss to their quality. 
In accordance with criteria set out in Policy 28 of the 
Regional Spatial Strategy, Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping 
will inform local targets for the creation, restoration and 
management of characteristic priority habitats, as set out in 
the Biodiversity Action Plan. New development that is linked 
to or has an effect upon these priority habitats will be 
required to contribute towards habitat creation and 
restoration and wherever possible to provide stepping stones 
and corridor links for the migration and dispersal of wildlife. 
In order to provide statutory protection for key sites of local 
biodiversity importance,  the following sites will be 

/5058016 ENC RNOTP SA Update Note (Final) V2.3.doc 16 



EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL 
RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN: UPDATED SUBMISSION DOCUMENT – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL 

Sustainability Appraisal Update Note 

Component  DPD Policies 
included in 
Component 

Description of Component Change Impact on SA 

designated as Local Nature Reserves: 

• King’s Cliffe Meadow (1.9 ha); 

• Oundle Snipe Meadow (2.7 ha); and 

• Twywell Hills and Dales (72.3 ha). 
Development that may destroy or affect adversely (either 
directly or indirectly) a designated or proposed Local Nature 
Reserve or other site of local conservation interest will not be 
permitted unless planning conditions or obligations secure 
practicable, effective and appropriate mitigating measures. 

8. Wind Farms Policy 16 – Wind 
Farms 

The Plan aims to supplement the national (PPS22: 
Renewable Energy), along with the companion guide, 
regional (RSS8, policy 41) and Core Strategy (policy 14) 
policies on Wind Farms. Proposals for wind farms will only be 
acceptable where: 
• The turbines do not subdue other characteristic 

landscape elements; 
• There is no disruption to any existing relationship 

between villages and their landscape setting; 
• There is no major loss of landscape character, 

biodiversity or residential amenity; 
• There is no adverse impact on public rights of way 

adjacent to, or bisecting, the development site; 
• There is no significant impact on highway safety through 

driver distraction; and 
• There is no adverse impact on TV and 

telecommunications reception. 

No change None 

Housing 
9. Affordable 

Affordable 
Housing Targets 
Policy 20 – 
Affordable 

Policy 19 – 

Housing 

of 500 new affordable dwellings up to 2021. These are to be 
delivered as follows: 
304 affordable dwellings on allocated sites in Oundle and 

The Plan sets a target for affordable housing as a minimum 

Thrapston; and 

Policy 19 deleted as part of 
redrafting work to take 
account of emerging EDAW 

Policy 19  

affordable housing viability 

Policy 20 and the supporting 
text of Policy 20 and former 
Policy 19 have been changed 
significantly to reflect the 

Moderate: The wording of 

changed housing market 
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Component 
Requirements 196 affordable dwellings on other sites, princ work. situation.   
Policy 21 – Rural 
Exceptions 
Housing 

developments and rural exception housing sites. 
The proportion of affordable housing provided within a new 
development is to be determined by a number of factors 
reflecting the context of the development, the nature of the 
settlement, be it urban or rural and the national indicative 
minimum site size threshold of 15 dwellings specified in 
PPS3. The Plan sets out the following targets: 
On development sites of over 50 dwellings, 40% of units 
should be affordable, comprising 25% social rented and 15% 
intermediate housing. 
On housing developments on sites of between 15 and 50 
dwellings, 40% of units should be affordable. , unless specific 
evidence indicates that a lesser proportion is required to 
ensure development viability. The affordable housing should 
comprise 30% social rented and 10% intermediate housing. 
On housing developments of 5 or more dwellings in rural 

Policy 20 
Policy and its supporting 
text re-worded (including 
revisions to affordable 
housing thresholds and 
targets) to take account of 
the local need and viability 
assessment. 

The overall number of 
affordable houses to be 
provided in the area has not 
changed.  However, this now 
represents an aspirational 
target rather then a required 
minimum. The reviewed 
breakdown better reflects 
viability of affordable housing 
provision, as it is more readily 
achievable for larger-scale 
developments in urban areas.   
The reviewed thresholds and 
targets are lower than they 
were previously but they are 
based on a recent viability 
assessment and thus more 

areas, 40% of units should be affordable, unless specific 
evidence indicates that a lesser proportion is required to 
ensure development viability. The affordable housing should 
comprise 30% social rented and 10% intermediate housing. 
On development sites of over 15 dwellings, the developer will 
provide a minimum of 20% as affordable units.  Based on 
local housing need, a target of 40% will be sought and the 
final level will be negotiated on the basis of specific site 
viability. 
Outside Oundle and Thrapston, on development sites of 
between 10 and 14 units, no minimum affordable housing 
target will be applied but, based on local housing need, 40% 
will be sought and the agreed number of affordable units will 
depend on specific site viability.   
Public subsidy will be sought in order to maintain affordable 
housing provision at or near the 40% target for individual 
sites wherever possible. 
Affordable units should comprise 75% social rented and 25% 

practical to deliver.  
The minimum target is 20%. 
However, the new phrasing of 
Policy 20 indicates that the 
Council will try to secure the 
delivery of a higher level of 
affordable housing wherever 
possible.  The Policy 
stipulates delivery of an 
absolute minimum target for 
affordable housing on sites of 
over 15 dwellings, which 
strengthens its wording. 
Revisions to the Component 
appraisal are required to take 
account of the introduced 
changes. 
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intermediate housing, unless an alternative tenure split is 
agreed with the Council in response to local needs. 
The Plan sets a target for affordable housing of around 500 
affordable dwellings up to 2021. These are to be delivered as 
follows: 
• 145 affordable dwellings on allocated sites at Oundle; 
• 270 affordable dwellings at Thrapston South; 

• 55 affordable dwellings at King’s Cliffe; and 
• 30 affordable dwellings from rural windfalls and rural 

exception housing sites. 
Affordable housing policies are supported in the Plan by a 
Rural Exception Housing Policy, which provides criteria for 
granting planning permission for affordable housing 
developments in rural areas. The criteria include: 
• Whether the site is well supported by local services; 
• Adverse effects on adjoining countryside are minimised; 

and 
• Present, and future, occupants benefit from the 

advantages of affordable housing. 

10. Employment Policy 23 – 
Protected 
Employment 
Areas 
Policy 24 – 
Employment Sites 
Occupied By 
Single Businesses 

The strategic approach to employment development to 2021 
in the Core Strategy involves both the protection of existing 
employment areas and allocation of new land, where 
appropriate. The 2004 Market Towns and Rural 
Regeneration study identified 13 existing employment sites 
located within the Plan area with B Class uses, planning 
applications/ permissions or allocations in the 1996 Local 
Plan. These sites are to be protected for employment use 
unless it can be demonstrated that it is not realistic to 
redevelop the site for its current employment use or it is 
unsuitable for such land use. A number of employment sites 
occupied by single businesses have been identified as 
strategic sites for redevelopment should the current occupier 
vacate the site. The Plan intends to utilise these sites as 
mixed employment sites, with 40% being allocated for office 

No change None 
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employment (B1), 20% for general industry (B2) and not 
more than 40% for storage, distribution or warehousing (B8). 

11. Town Centres 
and Retail 

Policy 25 – Town 
Centres 

The Plan’s strategy in relation to town centres is to positively 
and proactively support town centres by encouraging uses, 
activities and investment that will sustain or enhance their 
character, attractiveness, vitality and viability. In order to 
ensure retail services are provided within existing town 
centres, A1 uses will be favoured when granting planning 
permission in defined shopping frontage areas, and the 
presumption will be to retain A1 uses where they already 
exist. However, a change to other A classes within towns will 
be acceptable providing the proposal will result in a benefit to 
the vitality and viability of the town centre. To maintain 
vibrancy within the town centre boundary, the change of use 
of spaces above shops will be considered favourably for 
further retail use, leisure, employment, community facilities 
and residential units. 

No change None 

12. Tourism Policy 26 – Water 
related facilities 
along the River 
Nene 
Policy 27 – 
Riverside Hotel, 
Elmington 
Policy 28 – 
Oundle Marina 
Policy 29 – Lilford 
Park 

The Core Spatial Strategy identifies a niche role for East 
Northamptonshire as a focus for rural recreation and tourism 
by building on its existing strengths in this area. Strategic 
planning policy encourages the focus of tourism development 
in larger settlements, with appropriate small scale schemes 
in rural settlements where they assist farm diversification or 
the retention of buildings which contribute to the rural 
character. Visitors to the area must be managed in a 
sustainable way and a balance reached between the local 
environmental concerns about traffic and pollution and the 
need to support local businesses which provide services to 
visitors to deliver economic prosperity. 
The Plan identifies a number of sites which are intended to 
support the region’s tourism strategy. As a strategic river 
corridor, the Nene Valley has been identified in the Regional 
Plan as a key feature in the green infrastructure of the 
region, with potential benefits for the local economy.  The 
vision for the Plan emphasises the role of tourism in 
developing a vibrant local economic base, for which the River 
Nene provides an important focus. The Plan proposes that 

No change None 
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accessibility for cyclists and walkers to towns and along the 
valley is improved to support tourism development in the 
area; in particular, access to Lilford Park is to be improved. In 
addition, in line with the Navigation Strategy 2004-2007, the 
Plan intends to promote the development of facilities for 
hiring and maintaining boats along the River Nene, subject to 
compliance with other policies in the Plan, and the 
completion of an Appropriate Assessment where this is found 
to be required. The preference is to situate these facilities 
close to existing service centres, particularly Oundle, 
Thrapston, Nassington and Warmington. In further support of 
this strategy, Oundle marina has been identified as a 
possible site for redevelopment should the current occupier 
vacate the site. The mixed-purpose development would have 
a tourism and water based leisure focus. The disused 
Riverside Hotel in Oundle has been identified as a particular 
redevelopment opportunity to provide a local service either 
as a restaurant, public house or hotel, providing tourist 
accommodation. 

13. Oundle – 
Strategy and 
Allocations 

Policy OUN1: 
Infrastructure 
Policy OUN2 – 
East Road, 
Oundle 
Policy OUN3 – 
Housing 
Allocations In 
Oundle 
New Allocation 
Policy OUN4 – 
Housing 
Allocations in 
Oundle (Phase 2) 
Submission DPD 
Policy OUN4 – 
Prince William 

Infrastructure 
The Plan recognises that Oundle has a role as a Rural 
Service Centre but the scale of new development will be 
limited in accordance with its special character and sensitive 
setting. There are already deficiencies in local infrastructure, 
particularly in relation to highways and, in certain parts of the 
town, to surface water drainage. New development will 
therefore be dependent upon measures being put in place to 
ensure the situation is not made worse, and wherever 
possible, is improved. Planning permission will not be 
granted for the development sites outlined at policies OUN2 
(East Road) and OUN3 (Ashton Road/ Herne Road and 
Creed Road) of the Plan provided until it can be 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Council that the 
necessary infrastructure that the local highway, local services 
and amenities are is in place to deal with the cumulative 
impacts of new development. The release rate for housing 
development land in Oundle will be dependent upon the 

Policy OUN1 
Addition of former Policy 3 
content and revised 
wording. 
Policy OUN3 
Minor changes and updates 
made to the policy wording. 
Additional allocation site is 
to be added through this 
policy.  The site could 
accommodate up to 25 
dwellings at Dairy Farm, 
Stoke Hill.  . 
Submission DPD Policy 
OUN4 – Prince William 
School 

Minor: Addition of a third 
allocation (25 dwellings) and 
a new site for Phase 2 
development (80 dwellings); 
incorporation of requirements 
of the former Policy 3; and 
the impact of alterations to 
the educational provision will 
need to be reviewed and 
reflected in the SA findings..  
Increased development and 
loss of agricultural land to 
development associated with 
the addition of Site 3 and 
potentially Phase 2 site will 
also need to be reflected in 
SA objectives (Objective 2 - 
Opportunities for housing 
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School 
Policy OUN5 – 
Milton Road 
School Site 
Policy OUN6 – 
Fletton House, 
Glapthorn Road 

delivery of the necessary infrastructure, services and 
facilities. 
A town wide traffic survey will be undertaken in 2007 has to 
provided a baseline assessment for any site based Transport 
Assessments, in order that a holistic approach is taken to 
dealing with the effects of new development. 
Employment  
Owing to its accessibility, Oundle is identified as being in an 
advantageous location to meet the demands of business and 
widen access to employment opportunities in the rural north 
of the District. The Market Towns and Rural Regeneration 
study indicated that there is a limited availability of high 
quality employment sites in the northern part of the District. 
However, availability of sites in Oundle is limited; there are 
no key regeneration sites in the town centre and the 
business areas adjacent to the A605 are intensively 
developed, with the remaining plots earmarked for the 
expansion of existing local businesses. The Plan identifies 
East Road as the only site with potential to deliver a new 
high quality employment development, through business 
uses, predominately B1.  

Change to the Policy 
wording to clarify the 
location of the additional 
school infrastructure and the 
means of its delivery.  
New Allocation Policy 
OUN4 - Phase 2 Housing 
Allocations in Oundle 
An additional housing 
allocation for post 2013 
development is added to 
the Plan through this 
policy. The site 
allocation could 
accommodate 80 dwellings, 
associated infrastructure 
and open space at the 
former playing fields, off 
Glapthorn Road. 

needs; Objective 15 – Flood 
risk; and Objective 16 – 
Efficient use of land). 
Incorporation of the 
requirement to deliver 
infrastructure in advance of 
development from the 
provisions of the former 
Policy 3 require reflection in 
the SA Objective 21 – Wealth 
creation. 

Housing 
In order to meet the housing provision target set out in the 
Core Strategy of 610 houses in the period from 2001 to 
2021, the Plan has identified three Phase 1 sites and one 
Phase 2 site for housing developments. New housing 
development in Oundle up to 2014 will primarily take place 
within the existing built-up area of the town, focused on Site 
1. Additional sites are allocated as urban extensions to the 
north west of the town, consisting of with longer term needs 
met through a greenfield land release at Site 2 and Phase 2 
site forming an extension to the north-west of the built-up 
area and a small-scale development of a former agricultural 
site (Site 3) south-west of the town. The main sites are 
detailed in policy OUN3. 
Site 1 - Ashton Road/Herne Road: 
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This site could accommodate a housing development (up to 
145 dwellings, associated infrastructure and open space, and 
has potential depending on the need for other uses)., 
community facilities, potentially including educational uses in 
association with Prince William Upper School, associated 
infrastructure and open space. A master plan for the site will 
be prepared, informed by the agreed Concept Statement, 
which will establish the: 

• Overall mix of land uses; 

• Means of access and movement across the site; 

• Proposals to resolve the conflict with the school access, 
particularly school buses; 

• Design of off-site highway improvements to related 
junctions; 

• Delivery of open space and community facilities; and 

• Retention of on-site features of importance, including 
Herne Lodge and protected trees along the Ashton 
Road access. 

Site 2 - Creed Road: 
This site could accommodate around 125 dwellings, 
associated infrastructure and open space.  A master plan for 
the development of housing to the north-west of the town, 
including Creed Road site will be prepared, informed by the 
agreed Concept Statement, which will establish the: 

• Means of access and movement across the site; 

• Design solutions to resolve highway issues regarding 
access to and from the Glapthorn Road; 

• Integration of the development into the existing 
community; 

• Delivery of on-site open space and linkages to other 
green infrastructure and facilities around the town; and 

• Retention of on-site features of importance, 
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predominantly important boundary trees and hedges 
surrounding the site. 

Site 3 - Dairy Farm, Stoke Hill: 
The site could accommodate up to 25 dwellings, through the 
conversion of listed barns at Dairy Farm and additional new 
housing to the south.  Development proposals should 
address: 

• Retention and re-use of historic features on site, 
predominantly the listed barns and associated 
structures; 

• Means of access and highways arrangements from 
Stoke Hill; 

• Linkages to existing services and facilities within the 
town; and 

• Linkages to adjacent green infrastructure, including the 
River Nene. 

Phase 2 Housing Allocations in Oundle. 
After 2013, the release of an additional site allocation to the 
north-west of the town, west of Glapthorn Road is proposed. 
The infrastructure requirements for this site will be delivered 
in association with the Creed Road development (Site 2).  
The site could accommodate 80 dwellings, associated 
infrastructure and open space. A joint masterplan relating to 
this site and the Creed Road site will need to address the 
following issues: 

• Means of access and movement across the site; 

• Design solutions to resolve highway issues regarding 
access to and from Glapthorn Road; 

• Integration of the development into the existing 
community, particularly through linkages to Glapthorn 
Road community hub (Policy OUN6) and the Middle 
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School (Cotterstock Road); 

• Delivery of on-site open space and linkages to other 
green infrastructure, with particular reference to green 
corridors associated with existing Creed Road/ Hillfield 
Road development and proposed development to the 
west; and 

• Retention of natural on-site features of importance, 
predominantly important boundary trees and hedges. 

Given the development constraints affecting the majority of 
Oundle, longer term development sites are identified to the 
west of the town. These sites will require assessment as part 
of a review of the Plan. Areas with potential include land 
north of Benefield Road, land adjacent to the cemetery on 
Stoke Doyle Road, land east of Suton Road and land north of 
St Peter’s Road. 
PPS3 requires the Plan to indicate possible locations for 
housing development from 11-15 years from the date of 
adoption, i.e. from 2018/19 until after 2021.  Three potential 
sites, which could come forward following reviews of the 
Core Strategy and this Plan, are: 

• Land between Warren Bridge/ Benefield Rd (65 
dwellings capacity, but substantial physical constraints); 

• Land to the rear of the Cemetery, Stoke Doyle Road 
(230 dwellings capacity); 

• Land off Cotterstock Road/ St Peter’s Road (200 
dwellings capacity). 

School provision 
Given the predicted significant increases in the town’s 
population over the next 15-20 years, the Plan identifies the 
necessity to make provision for the expansion of school 
premises in Oundle. Owing to their respective locations, 
Oundle CE and Prince William Schools are both considered 
to be physically constrained. However, expansion to the 
Prince William School premises is possible to the east or 
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west of the present site. The identified need for expansion to 
the existing Prince William School premises will require the 
development of new school buildings, extended playing fields 
and associated infrastructure within the Oundle settlement 
boundary. 
The additional school infrastructure will be delivered to the 
east of the current school buildings and is expected to be 
funded predominantly through financial contributions from the 
major development proposals at Oundle, Thrapston and 
King’s Cliffe. 
As set out in Policy OUN3 for the adjacent Ashton Road/ 
Herne Road site, if required, a proportion of the gross 
developable area of the housing site will be safeguarded for 
the development of additional educational facilities, either 
adjacent to the existing school site or at Herne Lodge. 
The required extension to playing fields will be to the east, 
north east or south east of the existing school site. Where it 
is necessary to provide additional school buildings or 
physical infrastructure upon part of the existing playing fields 
to the east of the school, the resulting shortfall should be 
accommodated within the new playing fields and be at least 
as accessible to current and potential new users, and at least 
equivalent in terms of size, usefulness, attractiveness and 
quality, in accordance with PPG17. 
Parking 
The Plan acknowledges that there is undoubtedly an acute 
need for more parking within or near to the town centre, 
particularly on market days. However, the likely need for the 
Milton Road primary school to be relocated means that this 
site has been identified for additional car parking, providing 
easy access to the town centre. 
Community amenities 
Proposals for the change of use of the first floor of Fletton 
House to Class B1 uses will be supported, which is aimed at 
retaining the economic sustainability of the building. 
However, the ground floor of the building will be retained for 
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community uses. 
Comprehensive redevelopment proposals for the wider 
Fletton House site, including the library, police station, 
doctors’ surgery and Mason House, will only be acceptable if 
these include the appropriate replacement of the existing 
facilities. 

14. Thrapston – 
Strategy and 
Allocations 

Policy THR1 – 
Infrastructure 
Policy THR2 – 
Regeneration of 
Thrapston Town 
Centre 
Policy THR3 – 
Thrapston 
Regeneration 
Sites 
Policy THR4 – 
Relocating 
Existing 
Businesses 
around Thrapston 
Policy THR5 – 
Thrapston South 

Development in Thrapston will be of a scale commensurate 
with the town’s role as a Rural Service Centre.  A range of 
sites, both brownfield and greenfield, will be developed in 
order to maintain a supply of housing land, enhance job 
opportunities and ensure the regeneration of the town centre.  
Planning permission will not be granted for the development 
sites outlined at policies THR3 and THR5 provided until it 
can be demonstrated that the local highway, local services 
and amenities are in place to deal with the demands arising 
from new development. 
Employment 
In support of the town’s role as a rural service centre, it is 
important that a range of employment opportunities continue 
to be available, through safeguarding existing employment 
areas, making better use of under utilised land within them, 
and by planning for new employment and commercial 
development within town centre redevelopment sites. The 
Council will continue to assist with seeking relocation sites 
for businesses currently in cramped or problematic sites, in 
order to enable the expansion of these businesses and their 
retention in the local area, as well as the redevelopment of 
their existing sites.   
Proposals for relocating existing businesses in Thrapston 
and facilitating their expansion will be directed to land within 
Halden’s Parkway, Top Close or Islip Furnace business 
areas. If suitable sites in these locations are not available or 

Policy THR1 
Policy introduction slightly 
re-worded in a more positive 
statement saying that 
planning permissions ‘will be 
granted’ subject to certain 
conditions rather than 
saying that they ‘will not be 
granted […] until’.   
Reference to development 
of a secondary school at 
Springfield Farm deleted 
and included in supporting 
text (to show it is an 
aspiration only). 

Policy THR5 
Addition of former Policy 4 
content and revised 
wording. 
Policy also re-worded and 
revised (including deletion of 
reference to school places). 

Minor: Deleting the 
requirement to safeguard a 
site for secondary school at 
Springfield Farm will reduce 
the significance of the 
positive effects of this 
Component against SA 
Objective 6. 
Incorporation of the 
requirement to deliver 
infrastructure in advance of 
development from the 
provisions of the former 
Policy 4 require reflection in 
the SA. 

viable, then potential relocation sites elsewhere should be: 
Adjacent to the existing built-up area; and 
Suitable for HGV access and manoeuvring. 
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Proposals for the further concentration of employment 
development at Halden’s Parkway will be required to 
contribute where necessary towards improvements to the 
A605 roundabout junction. 
Housing 
The town has expanded considerably in recent years and the 
Core Strategy makes provision for a further 1,140 houses in 
the period from 2001 to 2021. Of this total, 411 were built by 
April 2007, with a further 72 under construction and 118 with 
planning permission but not yet started.  An assessment of 
potential within the built-up area of the town estimates that 
up to 400 units could be developed on Brownfield sites. 
Housing development will be the preferred re-use on sites 
outside the town centre, but within the town centre housing 
will be a secondary element rather than the main use. 
A new neighbourhood will be developed on land to the south 
of Thrapston between Huntingdon Road/Market Road, the 
A14/A605 and Midland Road. The mix of uses will include 
housing, a medical centre, open space and high quality 
commercial development. The delivery of housing on the site 
will be phased in line with the projected availability of school 
places.   
A master plan for the site will be prepared which will 
establish the: 
• Overall mix of land uses; 

• Means of access and movement across the site; 
• Delivery of open space and medical facilities; 
• Delivery of high quality commercial uses; 
• Phasing of housing completions up to 2021 and beyond; 

• Protection of the area of archaeological interest; 
• Protection of geological and biodiversity interest; 
• Detailed design principles; and 
• Detailed measures that will be put in place to attenuate 
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noise from the A14 trunk road. 
Town centre redevelopment 
Investment in Thrapston is required in order to support its 
role as a Rural Service Centre. A Healthcheck Action Plan 
was produced in 2002 which recorded the community 
aspirations for the town and went on to inform and prioritise 
proposals in a Masterplan produced in 2003. The proposals 
for Thrapston Town Centre regeneration draw on the 
recommendations of these two documents. 
The intention is for town centre and edge of town 
developments to contribute towards improving: the retail 
offer; visual appearance of public areas; local facilities; public 
car parking; linkages between the High Street and public 
areas; gateways to the centre; as well as considering 
environmental enhancement and traffic management issues. 
The Plan allocates four redevelopment sites within the town 
centre intended to provide land for a mix of uses including 
retail, community facilities, offices, housing, town centre car 
parking and a market:  
High Street (17-31 High Street, the library and fire station) 
Potential for a mix of uses including retail, community 
facilities, offices, housing and town centre car parking. 
Development should address the High Street and provide a 
landmark building to enhance the prominent corner site, 
creating an attractive gateway to the High Street shopping 
area and enhancing the setting of the adjacent Conservation 
Area. 
Land at Cosy Nook and rear of High Street properties 
Development could take place in association with Site 1, or 
independently, and should respect the site’s location partly 
within the designated Conservation Area. It has potential for 
a mix of uses including town centre car parking, retail, offices 
and housing. 
Bull Ring and Church Walk 
Opportunities to create an important new civic space for the 
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town. The setting of the Conservation Area, St James’s 
Church and adjacent Listed Buildings should be enhanced by 
new development that creates active frontages looking onto 
a new town square.  Redevelopment will be largely 
dependent upon finding suitable sites to relocate the existing 
car repair business and St John’s Ambulance building. The 
range of uses that could be accommodated include 
enhanced town centre car parking, a new site for the weekly 
market and other specialist market activities, community 
facilities, specialist residential accommodation for elderly 
persons, and food and drink establishments with space for 
outdoor eating. 
Cattle Market 
Redevelopment of this site will be dependent upon relocation 
of the current livestock market and related activities, 
preferably to a site in the local area. The site has potential for 
a mix of uses including retail, housing, offices, community 
facilities and new town centre car parking.  Development 
should respect the setting of the adjacent Conservation Area 
and Listed Buildings.  There should be no vehicular access 
to the High Street but an enhanced pedestrian link should be 
provided. North-south pedestrian linkages across the site 
should be designed to increase opportunities to access the 
High Street on foot from existing areas in the south of the 
town. Off- site highway improvements along Market Road 
and at its junction with Midland Road will need to both 
provide for any new development and deal with existing road 
user conflicts in the area around the schools. This may 
require some road widening, which could be facilitated by 
relocation of the Bowling Green to a suitable alternative 
location within the town. 
School provision 
Land will be safeguarded at Springfield Farm for a new 
secondary school, which may be needed within the Plan 
period or in the longer term. 

15. Rural Areas Policy KCF1 – King’s Cliffe, Nassington and Warmington are all designated Policy BC1 None 
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and Small Towns Kingsmead SME 
Site, King’s Cliffe 
Policy KCF2 – 
Willow Lane/ 
Wood Road 
Policy NAS1 – 
Church Street, 
Nassington 
Policy WAR1 – 
Eaglethorpe 
Barns, 
Warmington 
Policy BC1 – 
Brigstock Camp 
Policy DA1 – 
Deenethorpe 
Airfield 
Policy AP1 – 
Addington Park 
Industrial Estate, 
Little Addington 
Policy 30 – Rural 
Buildings – 
General Approach 
Policy 31 – 
Replacement 
Dwellings In The 
Open Countryside 
Policy 32 – Farm 
Diversification 
Policy 33 – Lorry 
Parking 
Policy 17 – Parish 
Plans and Village 

as service centres within the northern rural part of the Plan 
area. A workshop scheme on the site of the station yard in 
Kingsmead comprising ten small units was completed by the 
Council with financial assistance from the Rural Development 
Commission during the 1980s. The remaining 2.14 ha of the 
site will be developed for additional SME units, providing 
suitable affordable premises for the establishment and 
expansion of small firms. Land for housing has been 
identified off Willow Land/ Wood Road within King’s Cliffe for 
the development of between 145 - 150 dwellings and 
associated infrastructure. Planning permission will be subject 
to developer contributions towards affordable housing, 
education contributions, open space and phasing schedules. 
Nassington and Warmington are both identified as Smaller 
Service Centres. The intention is that they should 
accommodate new development in or near to the service 
centre, where affordable housing, service and community 
facilities can be provided close together. In accordance with 
this, the Plan has identified one Brownfield site within 
Nassington at Church Street within the built-up area, which is 
considered to be the most sustainable site option and will 
accommodate a development of a minimum of 11 dwellings 
and associated infrastructure. To provide for both housing 
and office development in Warmington, a site to the east and 
south of Eaglethorpe Barns is allocated to provide a 
minimum of 12 dwellings and 0.38 ha of B1 (office) use as an 
integrated and mixed use development with good access 
points. All development proposals for these sites will be 
subject to the Developer Contributions SPD. 
Three sites within open countryside are identified as needing 
a local spatial planning approach, and the Plan sets out 
potential uses for these sites: 
Brigstock Camp is proposed as an office development site 
should the development of a medium secure hospital on the 
site not be implemented. Access to the town centre by foot, 
cycle and bus are to be included in any office development 
on the site. 

Addition of reference to 
“brownfield” land in policy 
for clarity. 
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Design 
Statements 

Deenethorpe Airfield is a well-established aviation base, but 
the Plan does not support the expansion of the existing 
operations owing to concerns that it undermines the 
aspiration for sustainable development within the Plan area. 
The Plan intends to increase the capacity of Addington 
Industrial Park in favour of expanding the park or developing 
alternative sites for employment purposes. Any development 
at the park should ensure long-term employment 
opportunities, and be based on a needs assessment of the 
socio-economic background. 
Although the preferred development strategy for North 
Northamptonshire targets most development over the Plan 
period to the main settlements and to a much lesser extent to 
the villages, certain types of activity will still be appropriate in 
the countryside. These relate to proposals that can positively 
help to support the diversification or development of the rural 
economy and the relative sustainability of the communities 
that live in these areas. The Plan highlights the role rural 
buildings can have in accommodating businesses to support 
sustainable rural economies. The use of rural buildings for 
employment generating or tourism purposes will be permitted 
as long as any historic and visual interest is preserved and 
the buildings are deemed appropriate for redevelopment. In 
order to reduce the potential negative impact of replacement 
dwellings in open countryside, a one-for-one policy of 
replacement is proposed. Farm diversification is supported 
by the Plan, but certain criteria are set out to ensure that any 
project maintains the existing character of the area, supports 
the strategy for improving tourism provision and does not 
result in building encroachment. The Plan acknowledges a 
demand for appropriate HGV parking, and outlines how siting 
decisions for a future lorry park should be governed. The aim 
is to ensure it provides appropriate facilities for drivers, is 
easily accessible by major roads, avoids disturbance to 
residential areas and minimises the potential visual effect of 
the site. 
Where these have been prepared or are under preparation, 
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the contents of Parish Plans or Village Design Statements 
will be taken into account in the determination of planning 
applications. 
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3. 	 Findings of the SA Review 


3.1 	 Appendix A presents the results of the detailed assessment of the potential effects of the changes 
to the Plan predicted to arise from implementation of the updated Policy Components. The 
sections below present an analysis of the detailed appraisal in terms of the significance of direct 
effects and potential secondary, cumulative and synergistic effects, focusing only on those 
components for which the outcomes of the assessment are considered to have materially altered 
from those presented in the SA Report  for the RNTOP Submission Document published in 
January 2008. 

3.2 	 Suggestions for mitigation of adverse effects, together with enhancement of positive effects, are 
set out in Section 11 of the January 2008 SA Report. 

Direct Effects 
3.3 	 Table 3.1 reproduces the summary of the significance of direct effects from the detailed appraisal 

undertaken for the January 2008 SA Report.  Table 3.2 presents the updated summary of the 
significance of direct effects following the assessment of the changes to the components, thus 
enabling comparison.  The significance of effects is denoted using the following system of 
symbols: 

+++ Strongly positive 
++ Moderately positive 

+ Slightly positive 
0 No effect 
- Slightly negative 
-- Moderately negative 
--- Strongly negative 
+/- Combination of positive and negative effects / neutral effect 

3.4 	 For the purposes of analysing the results of the assessment, significant effects are those that 
result in strongly or moderately negative or positive effects – the assessment findings focus on 
instances where policies have resulted in a change in the assessment scores presented in Tables 
3.1 and 3.2, respectively. 

3.5 	 It should be emphasised that the information quality, and attendant uncertainties and assumptions 
required to address them, vary across the evidence base for the SA objectives. This has been 
systematically recorded and taken into account in the detailed appraisal sheets (see Appendix A). 
Thus, where a major effect has been predicted for a particular SA objective, but the evidence base 
for this contains uncertainties or its interpretation requires a number of assumptions, the measure 
of information quality recorded in the appraisal has been reduced, and this is reflected in the 
calculation of the effect significance (see Section 3 of the January 2008 SA Report for further 
details of the appraisal methodology). 

3.6 	 As explained in the Plan, Policy 18 (Considerate Construction) is to be applied to all new 
development within the Plan area. For the purposes of the assessment, this policy has not been 
included in one particular Policy Component, but has been considered throughout the assessment 
of all Policy Components when assessing the likely effects of construction. The policy is expected 
to reduce the significance of likely adverse effects construction activities can have on traffic and 
vehicle movements, air quality, noise and the well-being of local residents. 
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Table 3.1 – Summary of Significance of Direct Effects (from January 2008 SA Report) 
Component 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

iliti 0 + 0 + 0 + 

i ll + + 0 0 + - 0 0 0 + 0 ++ 
l i l l ll i

iti i + + + + + + + + 

SA Objective 
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from residential areas to key services, 

fac es and employment areas ++  ++  +++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  

2 To prov de opportunities for a  people to meet their housing needs +++ ++ ++ 
3 To improve overal  levels of phys ca , menta and social we -be ng, and reduce health 

dispar es between d fferent groups and different areas ++  ++  ++  +++  ++  ++  ++  

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + - + + + 
5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst respecting + 0 + 0diversity

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills 0
 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 +

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living, 


working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential amenity +
 + +
 0 0 + +


8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to + 0 0 + 0achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the natural 
 0 + + +
 +
 -landscape and the built environment 

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, archaeological, + - +/- + - + + 0 + + + 0geological and cultural value and their settings 
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases + 0 + 0 + 0 + + 
12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable + 0 + 0 + 0 0 + +transport modes 
13 To maintain or improve local air quality - - + 0 + 0 + 0 0 + + -  + 
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources and - 0 +/- 0 + + 0 0 0 0 -minimise demand for water 
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk - 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 
16 To ensure the efficient use of land 0 0 - - 0 - 0 
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary resources + + 0 0 - - 0 + 0 + + + + +/- +including productive soils 
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and production 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

++ ++ ++ 

++ +++ ++ 

++ ++ 

++ 

-- -- -- -- ---

-- -- ---

+++ 

-- -- ++ + 
++ +++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

++ ++ ++ 

++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  

++ -- ++ -- -- -- ++ 

+++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

+++ ++ 

-- ++ 

-- -- ++ 

-- -- ---

+++ ++ 
++ ++ 

- + 0 - 0 0 -- 0 + 0 - - - -of renewable energy 
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting +/ 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 + 0 - + + + 

20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation, including 

infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and + + + 

++ 

++ 

++ ++ 

++ 

++ ++ 

++ ++ 

0 + 
investors 

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market towns + + 

++ 

++ + 

+++ +++ ++ ++ 

+++ +++ ++ ++ 

+++ 

+++ ++ 

+++ ++ 

++ +++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 
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Table 3.2 – Updated Summary of Significance of Direct Effects 
Component 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
i 0 + 0 + 0 + 

+ + 0 0 + - 0 0 ++ 0 + 0 +++ ++ ++ 
i i

di + + ++ + +++ + + + + ++ + + ++ 

SA Objective 
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from res dential areas to key services, 

facilities and employment areas ++  ++  +++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs 
3 To improve overall levels of phys cal, mental and soc al well-being, and reduce health 

sparities between different groups and different areas ++ ++ 

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear of crime + + 0 0 0 0 0 0 + + + - + + +

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community whilst respecting
 0
 + 0diversity +


6 To improve overall levels of education and skills 0 + 0 0 0 0 + 0 0
 +

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to enjoy living,
 + + 0 0 + +working and for recreation and to protect and enhance residential amenity +


8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife habitats and green infrastructure to 
 + 0 0 + 0achieve a net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character and local distinctiveness of the natural 
 0 + + +
 +
 -landscape and the built environment 

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, archaeological, + - +/- + - + + 0 + + + 0geological and cultural value and their settings 
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases + 0 + 0 + 0 + + 
12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a modal shift to more sustainable + 0 + 0 + 0 0 + +transport modes 
13 To maintain or improve local air quality - - + 0 + 0 + 0 0 + + -  + 
14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground and surface water resources and - 0 +/- 0 + + 0 0 0 0 -minimise demand for water 
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid additional risk - 0 0 0 + + 0 0 0 
16 To ensure the efficient use of land 0 0 - - 0 - 0 
17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other finite resources, and primary resources + + 0 0 - - 0 + 0 + + + + +/- +including productive soils 
18 To reduce carbon based energy use by increasing energy efficiency and production 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

+ 

+++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

++ ++ +++ ++ 

++ +++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

+++ ++ ++ 

-- --

+++ 

+++ ++ + 
++ ++ +++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 

++ ++ ++ ++ 

++  ++  ++  ++  

++ ++ ++ 

-- ++ -- -- -- ++ 

++ 

-- -- -- --- ++ 

-- -- -- -- --- ++  

-- -- ---

-- -- ++ 
++ 

++ ++

++ ++ 

++ ++

++

++ ++

- + 0 - 0 0 -- 0 + 0 - - - -of renewable energy 
19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, recycling and composting +/ 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 + 0 - + + + 
20 To maintain or enhance employment opportunities 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
21 To retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth creation, including 

infrastructure and the local strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and + + + 

++ 

++ 0 + 
investors 

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and market towns + + + 

+++ +++ ++ ++ ++ 

+++ +++ +++ +++ ++ 

+++ 

+++ 

+++ 

++ +++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 
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Component 1: Scale and Distribution of Development 
3.7 	 The review has not identified any changes to the RNOTP that are considered to materially affect 

the SA findings. Consequently, the SA conclusions remain as set out in the January 2008 SA 
Report in respect of this Component. 

Component 2: Comprehensive Development and Phasing 
3.8 	 The review has identified the deletion of two policies that were previously incorporated in this 

Component.  The deleted policies were effectively a site specific interpretation of the provisions of 
Policy 5, which remains in the Plan.  Consequently, although the changes have removed a level of 
specificity from the Component, which has been reflected in the updated SA Component 
Assessment (Appendix A), the overall impact of Policy 5 is not considered to be diluted and the 
SA conclusions set out in the January 2008 SA Report remain valid.   

Component 3: Transport, Accessibility and Parking 
3.9 	 The review has not identified any changes to the RNOTP that are considered to materially affect 

the SA findings. Consequently, the SA conclusions remain as set out in the January 2008 SA 
Report in respect of this Component. 

Component 4: Flood Risk 
3.10	 The review has identified the addition of the phrase ‘wherever possible’ in respect of the inclusion 

of SuDS into development sites.  In practice this alteration is not considered to materially affect 
the SA since the previous assessment was undertaken on the assumption that SuDS would be 
considered at all sites, but took the practical view that they would only be implemented where 
conditions were favourable.  As a result of this, the SA conclusions set out in the January 2008 SA 
Report remain valid. 

Component 5: (Housing Density and Mix) 
3.11	 The review has identified only minor policy phrasing changes to the RNOTP that intend to improve 

the clarity of Policy 10 and Policy 11 by cross-referencing them to other pertinent policies and 
each other. These changes are not considered to materially affect the SA findings.  
Consequently, the SA conclusions remain as set out in the January 2008 SA Report in respect of 
this Component. 

Component 6: Settlement Character 
3.12	 The review has identified the deletion of Policy 12 (Important Open Space), replaced with a cross-

reference to a saved Local Plan policy (ENV20) which uses the same form of wording.  It is 
understood that this change has been made in the interests of reducing unnecessary repetition in 
plan making. Thus the core meaning and interpretation of the policies incorporated into the 
Component are considered to remain substantively unchanged.  On this basis, the review has not 
identified a need to alter the SA findings.  Consequently, the conclusions remain as set out in the 
January 2008 SA Report in respect of this Component. 

Component 7: Biodiversity, Green Infrastructure and Open Spaces 
3.13	 The review has identified a number of changes to the wording of the policies that together 

comprise this Component.  The key alterations are considered to be the following: 

•	 provision for the exchange of one site for another in order to substitute for any loss of open 
space or sports and recreational facility or to remedy deficiency in accordance with PPG17; 

•	 definition of a threshold of 15 or more dwellings or 0.42 ha or larger for new housing development sites 
that are required to provide open space, sports and recreational facilities. 
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•	 addition of phrasing that strengthens the protection afforded to designated sites, through the 
following statement: ‘To prevent adverse impacts on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits 
pSPA/pRamsar site, specific Green Infrastructure projects will be designed in consultation 
with Natural England’. 

3.14	 The alterations appear to convey greater protection to designated sites and support a proactive 
approach to improving green infrastructure in their vicinity. The possibility of site substitution 
allows for improvement in the balance of open space provision. Despite some potential losses of 
open space, the changes introduced to the Policy 22 wording aim to ensure zero net losses both 
in terms of quantity and quality. This new target strengthens the Component.  

3.15	 Specification of the threshold for housing development sites that are required to provide open 
space, sports or recreational facilities is linked with practical considerations of delivery and may 
slightly temper the effect of the proposed changes to Policy22  in terms of sustainability benefits. 

3.16	 Taken together, the proposed policy changes represent a slight improvement in the net 
sustainability performance of the Component. This is reflected in the updated SA Component 
Assessment (refer to Appendix A). The provision for site exchange is reflected in a slight increase 
in the absolute scoring of expected effects (from moderate to strong positive) against SA objective 
7 (To create pleasant environments to live, work and recreate). The Component also scores 
higher against SA Objective 8 (To Protect and enhance biodiversity), mainly due to the addition of 
the new text in Policy 6 in relation to pSPA/pRamsar site. 

Component 8: Wind Farms 
3.17	 The review has not identified any changes to the RNOTP that are considered to materially affect 

the SA findings. Consequently, the SA conclusions remain as set out in the January 2008 SA 
Report in respect of this Component. 

Component 9: Affordable Housing 
3.18	 The review has indicated a considerable number of changes to Policies 19 and 20. The 

cumulative impact of these changes is increased clarity in the distribution and quantum of 
affordable housing to be provided through development.  The incorporation of the findings of the 
recent affordable housing viability assessment has resulted in lower thresholds and targets than 
previously.  However, Policy 20 requires 20% of affordable housing provision as an absolute 
minimum on sites of over 15 dwellings.  The addition of a reference that offers the planning 
authority the flexibility to respond to the findings of the forthcoming housing needs assessment will 
improve the opportunity to connect delivery to identified need. 

3.19	 It is considered that the proposed changes will weaken the Component performance against SA 
Objective 2 (To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs) and SA Objective 
3 (To improve overall levels of social well-being). It is recommended that the affordable housing 
thresholds and targets are revised later in the Plan lifetime to reflect the changing market 
situation. 

3.20	 However, an improved linkage of housing delivery and identified need offer an improved 
performance in respect of SA objective 4 (To reduce the incidences of crime). 

3.21	 Consequently, the proposed changes are considered likely to reduce the levels of affordable 
housing delivery, dictated by the current market conditions.  However, a number of the changes 
introduced should ensure support for the sustainability objectives. 

Component 10: Employment 
3.22	 The review has not identified any changes to the RNOTP that are considered to materially affect 

the SA findings. Consequently, the SA conclusions remain as set out in the January 2008 SA 
Report in respect of this Component. 
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Component 11: Town Centres and Retail 
3.23	 The review has not identified any changes to the RNOTP that are considered to materially affect 

the SA findings. Consequently, the SA conclusions remain as set out in the January 2008 SA 
Report in respect of this Component. 

Component 12: Tourism 
3.24	 The review has not identified any changes to the RNOTP that are considered to materially affect 

the SA findings. Consequently, the SA conclusions remain as set out in the January 2008 SA 
Report in respect of this Component. 

Component 13: Oundle – Strategy and Allocations 
3.25	 The review has identified a number of changes to the wording of the policies that together 

comprise this Component.  The key alterations are considered to be the following: 

•	 increased emphasis on the need to ensure that infrastructure is in place in advance of the 
delivery of additional development within the settlement, translated from the provisions of the 
former Policy 3, which has now been removed; 

•	 the addition of a housing site which could allocate up to 25 new dwellings on a former 
agricultural site; 

•	 the addition of  a Phase 2 site under the New Allocation Policy OUN4 for 80 dwellings, 
associated infrastructure and open space at the former playing fields; and 

3.26	 Many of the findings of the January 2008 SA Report remain valid in respect of this Component.  
However, the addition of further housing sites will add weight to the previous prediction of 
significant negative effects against environmental SA objectives and particular care will need to be 
taken in ensuring that these additional sites do not further exacerbate the known flood risk in the 
settlement. Previous findings regarding the expected increase in traffic following the development 
of housing and employment areas, as well as increased water consumption, coupled with the 
potential negative effect development can have on biodiversity and flood risk remain valid (SA 
objectives 11, 12, 14, 8 and 15 respectively).  However, new provision of housing sites will result 
in a slight increase of scoring (from moderate to strong positive) of this Component against SA 
Objective 2 (To provide opportunities for all people to meet their housing needs).  An increased 
level of development coupled with the requirement for an adequate and timely infrastructure 
provision will also lead to a slight increase of scoring (from moderate to strong positive) of this 
Component against the SA Objective 21 (To retain and enhance the factors conducive to wealth 
creation). 

Component 14: Thrapston – Strategy and Allocations 
3.27	 The review has identified minor changes to the wording of the policies that together comprise this 

Component.  The key alterations are considered to be the following: 

•	 increased emphasis on the need to ensure that infrastructure is in place in advance of the 
delivery of additional development within the settlement, translated from the provisions of the 
former Policy 4, which has now been removed; and 

•	 alterations to phrasing, which result in a reduced level of certainty that enhanced educational 
provision will be delivered as part of this commission. 

3.28	 Many of the findings of the January 2008 SA Report remain valid in respect of this Component.  
However, the reduced certainty associated with the enhancement of educational provision is likely 
to diminish the performance of the policy against SA Objective 6 (To improve levels of education 
and skills). 
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3.29	 However, similarly to Component 13, the integration of the provisions previously referenced in 
Policy 4 has improved the clarity of expectations for infrastructure provision, which will lead to a 
slight increase of scoring (from moderate to strong positive) of this Component against SA 
objective 21 (To retain and enhance the factors conducive to wealth creation). 

Component 15: Rural Areas and Small Towns 
3.30	 The review has not identified any changes to the RNOTP that are considered to materially affect 

the SA findings. Consequently, the SA conclusions remain as set out in the January 2008 SA 
Report in respect of this Component. 
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4. Conclusions 

The SA review has resulted in minor amendments to the assessments of four components: 7 
(Biodiversity, Green Infrastructure and Open Spaces), 9, (Affordable Housing), 13 (Oundle) and 
14 (Thrapston). The findings of the SA review indicate a slight deterioration in the overall 
sustainability performance of Component 9 (Affordable Housing) and a slight improvement in the 
overall sustainability performance of Component 7 (Biodiversity, Green Infrastructure and Open 
Spaces), with a balance of changes in both negative and positive effects resulting in little change 
to the overall sustainability performance of the other two components. 
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Appendix A 

Updated Component Assessment Tables 
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This section presents the updated findings of the detailed assessment of the revised policies, grouped under the four components to which revisions were required 
following the review of changes to the Submission DPD, and described in Table 2.1 above: 7 (Biodiversity, Green Infrastructure and Open Spaces), 9, (Affordable 
Housing), 13 (Oundle) and 14 (Thrapston). Each table contains predictions and evaluation of effects for each SA objective, in accordance with the methodology 
described in Section 3 of the January 2008 SA Report, together with a commentary/explanation of the assessment and references to the mitigation measures 
detailed in Section 11 of the January 2008 SA Report. The condition of both the short term and medium-long term future baselines (see Tables 7.3 and 7.4 of the 
January 2008 SA Report) are also detailed for reference against each objective. Table A.1 below explains the terms and symbols used in the tables. 

Table A.1 – Assessment Tables: Terms and Symbols 
Terms Effects Assessment 

Cond Condition Magnitude Scale Permanence Certainty +++ Strongly positive 
Sens Sensitivity 99 

9 

-
? 
2 
22 

Major Positive Within, or in close proximity to, RNOTP area Temp 
Perm 

Temporary Low 

High 
Med 

Low ++ Moderately positive 
Trend Baseline Trend Minor Positive 

Local

Reg/Nat
Sub Reg East Northamptonshire and surrounding areas Permanent Medium + Slightly positive


FB Future Baseline
 No effect East Midlands and beyond High 0 No effect

ST Short Term
 Unclear effect - Slightly negative


MT Medium Term
 Minor Negative Moderately negative


LT Long Term
 Major Negative Strongly negative

Mag Magnitude
 +/- Combination of +ve and -ve effects / neutral effect 

Scale Geographic extent 
Dur Duration 
T/P Temporary/permanent 

Cert Certainty 
Sm Summary assessment 
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 Table A.2 – Updated Component 2 Assessment Table5 

COMPONENT 2: COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT 
Refer to Table 2.1. 

Current Baseline FB - Cond Effects Assessment 
SA Ob ective Cond Sens Trend ST MT LT Scale Dur T P Cert ST MT LT Sm Mitigation j / /

i ibili
i ial i i

le 99 + l i
li i

ibl l

O 

i i ll 
i

Hi 9 + + + + 
i i is 

l
 i  i i

i

i ll i l

di iti i
di

le 9 + isi i

l l  i ion i
l

iliti i
l

 i i i le 9 + + + + ision of 
in li i i

l i

l i
i l i i

le 9 + i i i
iabili

i
i ll i lls 9 + + + + l in li i

i i i l
is is i l

l l i

l
i  livi ing 

i ial

le 9 + l i
li i

ibl l l
i i

ildli

i

2 - l
l i

iel
l

i i i i i
isi

Mag Commentary 
1 To mprove access ty and transport links from 

res dent areas to key serv ces, facilit es and 
employment areas 

Poor Med Stab Poor Poor Local MT-LT Perm Med ++  ++  ++  The provision of sufficient ocal serv ces and facilities in 
ne w th development should ensure that they are 

access e to ocal residents. 
2 To prov de opportunit es for a people to meet 

the r housing needs 
Poor gh Stable Poor Poor Local MT-LT Perm Med Housing needs are linked to the services and 

nfrastructure support ng residential areas. Th
component shou d ensure that appropriate 
infrastructure s provided n a timely fash on for future 
housing thus providing greater opportunities for local 
residents to f nd housing that suits their needs. 

3 To mprove overa  levels of phys ca , mental 
and social well-being, and reduce health 

spar es between d fferent groups and 
fferent areas 

Good Med Stab Mod Mod Local MT-LT Perm Med ++  ++  ++  Adequate prov on of health care serv ces should 
ensure that primary health care remains available at 
current eve s even f the populat ncreases as a 
resu t of development. The provision of leisure and 
recreational fac es should also benefit phys cal and 
mental hea th. 

4 To reduce the nc dences of cr me and the fear 
of crime 

Good Med Stab Good Good Local ST-LT Perm Low If the component includes the increased prov
policing ne w th growth as part of the nfrastructure 
deve opments, there may be some benef ts to this 
objective. 

5 To va ue and nurture a sense of belonging n a 
cohes ve community whi st respecting d vers ty 

Good Med Stab Mod Mod Local MT-LT Perm Med ++  ++  ++  Ensur ng that serv ces and facilit es are provided for 
the local community should help to ensure their v ty 
and cohesiveness and therefore their long-term 
sustainabil ty. 

6 To mprove overa  levels of educat on and ski Good Med Stable Mod Poor Local MT-LT Perm Med Deve opment and growth is to be ne w th adequate 
nfrastructure prov sion, which may nc ude schools. 
Th mportant for the ong-term success of local 
schoo s, some of which are currently c ose to capac ty. 

7 To create healthy, c ean and pleasant 
env ronments for people to enjoy ng, work
and for recreation and to protect and enhance 
res dent  amenity 

Good Med Stab Good Mod Local MT-LT Perm High ++  ++  ++  The provision of sufficient ocal serv ces and facilities in 
ne w th development should ensure that they are 

access e to ocal residents and he p ensure an 
attractive env ronment n which to live. 

L, M, O 

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, w fe 
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a 
net gain and to avoid hab tat fragmentation 

Good Med Decl Good Good Local MT-LT Perm Med The provision of increased infrastructure is like y to 
have negative effects on ocal w ldlife and habitats as a 
result of construction, loss of Brownf d and Greenfield 
and and the net increase in movement of people and 
traff c wh ch are l kely  to ar se from increased serv ce 
prov on in the area. 

A, B, C 

5 Revisions to the detailed assessments presented in Tables A.2 - A.6 are indicated with blue outline boxes. 
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9 To protect and enhance the quality, character - l 

2 l 

l 2 

l 2 l 

2 l 

Impr - l 

l - l 

le 9 l 

le 9 l 

Good Med Stable Good Good Loca

Good Med Stable Good Good Loca

Mod Med Dec Mod Mod Reg/Nat 

Poor Med Dec Poor Poor Loca

Good Med Stable Good Mod Loca

Mod Med Mod Mod Loca

Poor High Dec Poor Poor Loca

Good Med Stab Good Mod Loca

Poor Low Stab Poor Poor Loca

ST-LT Perm High 

Perm Low 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

0 0 0 0 No obvious effects. E 
and local distinctiveness of the natural 
landscape and the built environment 

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and ST-LT - - - - Development of additional infrastructure may increase D 
areas of historical, archaeological, geological the risk of disturbing unknown archaeological remains.

and cultural value and their settings


11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases MT-LT Delivery of road improvements and expansion of the O 
network is likely to result in an overall increase in road 
traffic, with implications for GHG emissions.  An 
increase in provision of public transport may help to 
reduce the reliance on private vehicles, with benefits 
for reducing GHG emissions but only to a limited 
extent. Provision of local services for the new 
development should also help to reduce the need to 
travel. 

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a 

-

MT-LT Whilst the provision of public transport and local O 
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes 

-
services may help to contain the reliance on private 
vehicles, it is likely that improving the road network and 
providing additional services within the plan area will 
encourage private road traffic to access these services 
and facilities. 

13 To maintain or improve local air quality MT-LT - - - - The component is expected to result in an overall O 
increase in road transportation, with disbenefits for air 
quality. There may be some benefits by improving 
traffic movements in some congested areas of the 
network, and providing improvements in line with 
population growth to avoid congestion developing. 

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects.

and surface water resources and minimise

demand for water


15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects. 
additional risk 

16 To ensure the efficient use of land MT-LT +  ++  ++  ++ 	The layout of development sites is to be planned to J 
ensure it does not preclude the development of 
adjoining land with longer term potential or create 
situations that lead to a piecemeal form of 
development, which should benefit the objective. 

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other ST-LT + + + + Comprehensive development is inevitably going to H, I, J 
finite resources, and primary resources increase the use of primary resources, however it may

including productive soils
 be efficient to ensure that the supply of infrastructure is 

provided at a level required for existing levels of 
demand and not in excess of it. 
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18 To reduce carbon based energy use by MT-LT le 2 Reg/Nat 

Impr 2 

Stable 9 Local 

Stable 9 Local 

Stable 9 Local 

Poor Med Stab Poor Mod 

Mod Med Mod Mod Sub-Reg MT-LT 

Mod Med Mod Mod 

Mod Med Mod Mod 

Mod Med Mod Mod 

Perm Low 

Perm High 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

- - - - Delivery of road improvements should help to ensure G, J 
increasing energy efficiency and production of that traffic flows are more efficient in terms of energy. 

renewable energy
 However, providing additional services and improved 

road networks are likely to encourage a growth in 
private transportation, with negative effects for energy 
efficiency. 

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, 

+++++ ++ 

++  ++  ++  

++  ++  ++  

The component does not make any provision for I, J, K 
recycling and composting 

-
providing sustainable waste infrastructure in line with 
development to ensure that the inevitable increase in 
waste is disposed of sustainably. 

20 To maintain or enhance employment MT-LT The provision of local services and facilities in line with 

opportunities


+ 
demand may enhance local employment opportunities 
within these services. The component also links 
housing development to the delivery of high quality 
business development, which should help to ensure 
that there are additional job opportunities to match the 
increase in residents at the new residential 
developments. 

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are MT-LT The component aims to ensure that infrastructure 

conducive to wealth creation, including 


+ 
within the Plan Area remains at an appropriate level in


infrastructure and the local strengths and 
 line with development. This should help to ensure that 

qualities that are attractive to visitors and 
 the area remains an attractive area in which to live, 

investors
 work and visit. 

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability MT-LT The viability of towns and villages is likely to be linked 

of town centres and market towns


+ 
to the services and facilities provided within those 
settlements. The component aims to ensure that an 
adequate level of infrastructure is provided to facilitate 
viable settlements. 
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Table A.3 - Updated Component 7 Assessment Table 

COMPONENT 7: BIODIVERSITY, GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AND OPEN SPACES 
Refer to Table 2.1. 

Current Baseline FB - Cond Effects Assessment 
SA Ob ective Cond Sens Trend ST MT LT Scale Dur Cert ST MT LT Smj /

9 l + + + + i l j
wi

O 

High - l Hi 0 0 0 0 i

ical, mental le 99 l +++ 

i
i

of crime 
le - l Hi 0 0 0 0 i

le 9 l ++ ++ ++ 

i

le 9 l + + + + 

le 9 l ++ +++ 

l i

i

99 Hi +++ 
i ll i

i ion 

Mag T/P Commentary Mitigation 
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from 

residential areas to key services, facilities and 
employment areas 

Poor Med Stable Poor Poor Loca ST-LT Perm Med Improving connectiv ty by cyc e and foot in con unction 
th new development may help to enhance 

accessibility for local people. Accessibility to local 
green spaces and recreational facilities should also be 
increased by this component. 

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet 
their housing needs 

Poor Stable Poor Poor Loca ST-LT Perm gh No obv ous effects. 

3 To improve overall levels of phys
and social well-being, and reduce health 
disparities between different groups and 
different areas 

Good Med Stab Mod Mod Loca ST-LT Perm Med +++ +++ +++ Improving access to green spaces should have some 
benefits for general well being and health as they 
provide areas for recreation. The component also aims 
for sport and recreation facilities to be provided on all 
new housing developments above specified threshold 
and for existing deficiencies to be remed ated, which 
should encourage physically activ ty for all. 

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear Good Med Stab Good Good Loca ST-LT Perm gh No obv ous effects. 

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a 
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity 

Good Med Stab Mod Mod Loca ST-LT Perm Med ++ The provision of local open spaces and recreation 
facilities may foster community integration and 
interaction, w th benefits for social cohesion. 

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good Med Stab Mod Poor Loca MT-LT Perm Med Criteria for new residential and employment 
developments includes the provision of space for 
nature conservation and green education. 

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant 
environments for people to enjoy living, working 
and for recreation and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

Good Med Stab Good Mod Loca MT-LT Perm Med +++ +++ The retention and enhancement of existing open 
spaces and provision of new sites and recreation 
facilities should help to ensure that the plan maintains 
and creates healthy and p easant env ronments for its 
residents. Measures to tackle the open space 
deficiency should also enhance residential amenity. 

8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife 
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a 
net gain and to avo d habitat fragmentation 

Good Med Decl Good Good Sub-Reg ST-LT Perm gh +++ +++ +++ The component applies a pro-active approach towards 
protect on of the Upper Nene Va ey Gravel P ts 
pSPA/pRAmsar site and it will create three new LNRs. 
It will also ensure that new development does not 
negatively affect existing s tes of local conservat
interest. A higher degree of protection is afforded to 
designated sites.  The component aims to ensure zero 
net losses of existing open space, sport and recreation 
facilities including zero net loss to their quality. The 
retention and alternative provision of open spaces as 
well as their enhancement should deliver net benefits 
to local biodiversity and habitats. 

A, B, C 
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9 To protect and enhance the quality, character ST-LT Good 9 Local 

Good 9 Local 

Decl 9 

Poor Poor 9 Local 

9 Local 

Impr 9 

Poor High Decl Poor Poor 9 Local 

- Local 

Poor Low Poor - Local 

Poor - Local 

Good Med Stable Good 

Good Med Stable Good 

Mod Med Mod Mod Reg/Nat 

Med Decl Poor 

Good Med Stable Good Mod 

Mod Med Mod Mod Sub-Reg ST-LT 

Good Med Stable Good Mod 

Stable Poor 

Med Stable Poor Mod 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm High 

The character and distinctiveness of local settlements A, E 
and local distinctiveness of the natural should be maintained by ensuring that open spaces 

landscape and the built environment
 and green infrastructure are maintained or enhanced. 

++ ++ ++ ++ 

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and MT-LT + + + + The retention of open spaces and green areas may

areas of historical, archaeological, geological 
 protect and enhance the settings of significant features 
and cultural value and their settings and sites. 

MT-LT + + + +	 Residential and employment developments are to 
improve connectivity through the provision of foot and 
cycle routes. This may help to reduce the reliance on 
private cars for short journeys, with benefits for 
reducing GHG emissions associated with local traffic. 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases 

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a MT-LT + + + + Residential and employment developments are to 

modal shift to more sustainable transport modes
 improve connectivity through the provision of foot and 

cycle routes. This may help to reduce the reliance on 
private cars for short journeys. 

13 To maintain or improve local air quality MT-LT + + + +	 Residential and employment developments are to 
improve connectivity through the provision of foot and 
cycle routes. This may help to reduce the reliance on 
private cars for short journeys, with some benefits for 
local air quality. 

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground + + + + The maintenance and enhancement of open green 

and surface water resources and minimise 
 spaces and natural areas may benefit water resources 
demand for water by protecting natural soak aways which help to 

maintain the natural water cycle. 
15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid ST-LT + + + + The maintenance and enhancement of open green 


additional risk
 spaces and natural areas may help to maintain existing 
flood protection levels by maintaining areas of natural 
soak away which can reduce the likelihood of flooding 
following heavy rains. 

16 To ensure the efficient use of land ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects. 

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects.

finite resources, and primary resources 

including productive soils


18 To reduce carbon based energy use by ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects.

increasing energy efficiency and production of 

renewable energy
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19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, Mod Med Impr Mod Mod ST-LT Local 

Local 

9 Local 

9 Local 

0 0 0 0-
recycling and composting 

20 To maintain or enhance employment Mod Med Stable Mod Mod ST-LT 0 0 0 0-
opportunities 

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are Mod Med Stable Mod Mod ST-LT ++ ++ ++ ++ 
conducive to wealth creation, including 

infrastructure and the local strengths and 

qualities that are attractive to visitors and 

investors


22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability Mod Med Stable Mod Mod ST-LT ++ ++ ++ ++ 
of town centres and market towns 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

No obvious effects. 

No obvious effects. 

The retention of open spaces, and the provision of new 
recreational facilities may help to maintain the local 
qualities of the area thus attracting new residents and 
visitors. 

The vitality of towns and villages may benefit from the 
retention of open spaces, and the provision of new 
recreational facilities. This may in turn help to attract 
residents and visitors to the area and protect the 
viability of local settlements. 
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 Table A.4 - Updated Component 9 Assessment Table 

COMPONENT 9: AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Refer to Table 2.1. 

Current Baseline FB - Cond Effects Assessment 
Cond Sens Trend ST MT LT Scale Dur T P Cert ST MT LT Sm / /

empl

9 + + + + i
i

High Stable 99 ++ + + 
i

i
imum 

i
i

i

Revi

i l 
i ll i l

i

Good 9 + + + + 
i ir 

i

of crime 
Good - + + + + 

Good 9 ++ ++ ++ 

it social
vi

Good - 0 0 0 0 

Good - 0 0 0 0 

SA Objective Mag Commentary Mitigation 
1 To improve accessibility and transport links from 

residential areas to key services, facilities and 
oyment areas 

Poor Med Stable Poor Poor Local ST-LT Perm Med The Rural Exceptions Housing Policy a ms to ensure 
that affordable hous ng provision in rural areas is 
supported by local services appropriate to the form of 
housing provided. 

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet 
their housing needs 

Poor Poor Poor Local ST-LT Perm High ++ The component defines affordable housing thresholds 
for two size ranges of development s te, based on 
number of dwellings. These are in line w th PPS3 
recommendations. The component sets the min
target of affordable housing at 20% for development 
sites of over 15 dwellings. Depending on local housing 
need and v ability assessments a higher target of 40% 
will be sought. The m nimum target of 20% is below the 
target of 40% set in the Core Spatial Strategy. 
However, this is based on the recent v ability 
assessment and reflects the current market conditions. 

sion of affordable housing thresholds and targets 
may be needed in the longer term when market 
situation and building rates will change. 

3 To improve overall levels of phys cal, menta
and soc al we -be ng, and reduce hea th 
disparities between d fferent groups and 
different areas 

Med Stable Mod Mod Local ST-LT Perm Med By providing affordable housing, some residents may 
benef t from better living conditions and improve the
quality of life if they are able to afford the r own home. 

4 To reduce the incidences of crime and the fear Med Stable Good Good Local ST-LT Perm High An adequate level of affordable housing provision in 
areas of identified need should help improve well-being 
of more vulnerable groups and have a positive indirect 
effect on crime levels. 

5 To value and nurture a sense of belonging in a 
cohesive community whilst respecting diversity 

Med Stable Mod Mod Local ST-LT Perm Med ++ Providing local affordable housing should help to retain 
local residents and attract new residents, which may 
benef  cohesion by ensuring the community is 

able and retains its population. 

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Med Stable Mod Poor Local ST-LT Perm High No obvious effects. 

7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant 
environments for people to enjoy living, working 
and for recreation and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

Med Stable Good Mod Local ST-LT Perm High No obvious effects. 
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8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife ST-LT Good l - l 

Good 9 l 

Good - l 

l - l 

l - l 

- l 

- l 

High l - l 

Good - l 

Low - l 

- l 

- l 

le - l 

le 9 

le 9 l 

Med Dec Good Good Loca

Med Stable Good Good Loca

Med Stable Good Good Loca

Mod Med Dec Mod Mod Loca

Poor Med Dec Poor Poor Loca

Good Med Stable Good Mod Loca

Mod Med Impr Mod Mod Loca

Poor Dec Poor Poor Loca

Med Stable Good Mod Loca

Poor Stable Poor Poor Loca

Poor Med Stable Poor Mod Loca

Mod Med Impr Mod Mod Loca

Mod Med Stab Mod Mod Loca

Mod Med Stab Mod Mod Sub-Reg ST-LT 

Mod Med Stab Mod Mod Loca

Perm High 

Perm Med 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm High 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

0 0 0 0 No obvious effects.

habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a 

net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation


ST-LT ++ ++ ++ ++ The Rural Exceptions Housing Policy aims to ensure 
and local distinctiveness of the natural 

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character 
that affordable housing provision in rural areas 


landscape and the built environment
 minimises its negative affect on the adjoining 
countryside and is appropriate to its surroundings. 

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects.

areas of historical, archaeological, geological 

and cultural value and their settings


11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects. 

ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects.

modal shift to more sustainable transport modes


12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a 

13 To maintain or improve local air quality ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects. 

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects.

and surface water resources and minimise

demand for water


15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects. 
additional risk 

16 To ensure the efficient use of land ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects. 

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects.

finite resources, and primary resources

including productive soils


18 To reduce carbon based energy use by ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects.

increasing energy efficiency and production of 

renewable energy


19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects. 
recycling and composting 

20 To maintain or enhance employment ST-LT 0 0 0 0 No obvious effects. 
opportunities 

21 To retain and enhance the factors which are + + + + The provision of affordable housing should help to 
conducive to wealth creation, including attract key workers within the local economy, which will 
infrastructure and the local strengths and be important in order to encourage development and 
qualities that are attractive to visitors and growth within the Plan area. 
investors 

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability ST-LT ++ ++ ++ ++ The vitality of town centres and market towns will be 
of town centres and market towns dependent on having a viable population. This 

component should ensure that local people can afford 
to buy houses in the vicinity as well as attract new 
residents to the area. 
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 Table A.5 - Updated Component 13 Assessment Table 
COMPONENT 13: OUNDLE - STRATEGY AND ALLOCATIONS 
Refer to Table 2.1. 

Current Baseline FB - Cond Effects Assessment 
Cond Sens Trend ST MT LT Scale Dur Cert ST MT LT Sm /

ili  li
i

9 ++ ++ ++ ++ i
i i

i l and 
l i

i
i l

O 

High 9 Hi ++ ++ +++ +++ i  i  l i in 
i i l le 

si  i l
l

l
l l i l 

i lth 
di iti

9 l 0 + + + l ll i
i

i

i i
l

i
 i le 9 + + + + i l i i l

l  i in 
l

polici  i ll i
i i

l l  i
i il i

9 ++ ++ ++ ++ 
l i l l lp 

i i l l i
l

i i
l i l

i i l l

i

9 + l l l
wi l

i
l  i i

i i
i illi l

l l
i

i

le 9 + i

i i
i i  i

SA Objective Mag T/P Commentary Mitigation 
1 To improve accessib ty and transport nks from 

res dential areas to key services, facilities and 
employment areas 

Poor Med Stable Poor Poor Local ST-LT Perm Med The necessary transportation access bility is to be 
assessed and improved accord ngly pr or to new 
development w thin the town. Residentia
employment developments are to be ocated w thin the 
town, which will help to ensure that they are w thin easy 
reach of each other and serv ces provided by Ound e. 

2 To provide opportunities for all people to meet 
their housing needs 

Poor Stable Poor Poor Local ST-LT Perm gh New hous ng development s to be ocated w th
Oundle: two ma n Phase 1 s tes and one smal er sca

te are identified n the P an to provide for this 
deve opment. Further site has also been identified for 
Phase 2 deve opment. 

3 To improve overal evels of phys cal, menta
and soc al well-being, and reduce hea

spar es between different groups and 
different areas 

Good Med Stable Mod Mod Loca MT-LT Perm Low General standards of hea th and we -be ng may benefit 
from the provision of open space and new serv ces and 
facilities which are to be provided in line w th new 
development as a result of this component. Improved 
serv ces to be prov ded at Fletton House based on the 
2007 Oundle Healthcheck report shou d benefit local 
res dents. 

4 To reduce the ncidences of crime and the fear 
of crime 

Good Med Stab Good Good Local ST-LT Perm Med Cont nua nvestment and appropr ate deve opment of 
the town centre should he p to avoid any ncrease 
crime. There may a so be some benefits to community 

ng by ncreasing the footfa n central areas thus 
ncreas ng levels of potential vigilance. 

5 To va ue and nurture a sense of be onging n a 
cohesive commun ty wh st respect ng diversity 

Good Med Stable Mod Mod Local ST-LT Perm Med The proposed residential, employment and 
infrastructure deve opment w thin Ound e shou d he
to ensure that the town rema ns v ab e and popu ar w th 
residents. The component a so seeks to ensure that 
new community facilities are provided n line w th 
deve opment and ex sting facilities at F etton House 
are reta ned. Th s shou d help to retain the popu ation 
and attract new residents thus creating a sense of 
belong ng and a cohesive community. 

6 To improve overall levels of education and skills Good Med Stable Mod Poor Local MT-LT Perm Med ++  ++  ++  The component acknow edges that avai ab e capacity 
thin schools in Ound e is limited. Therefore, the 

component aims to ensure that any ncrease in 
development and popu ation s met w th increased 
educat onal prov sion, which will involve extending 
Pr nce W am Schoo . There may also be training 
opportunities as a result of employment creation. 

7 To create healthy, c ean and p easant 
env ronments for people to enjoy living, working 
and for recreation and to protect and enhance 
res dential amenity 

Good Med Stab Good Mod Local MT-LT Perm Med ++  ++  ++  The component aims to ensure that on-s te open space 
and linkages to other green infrastructure will be 
delivered n line w th new development. This should 
help to create an env ronment in wh ch it s pleasant to 
live, relax and work. 

L, M 
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8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife MT-LT 2 Local 

9 Local 

9 Local 

2 

Poor 2 Local 

2 Local 

2 Local 

Good Med Decl Good Good 

Good Med Stable Good Good 

Good Med Stable Good Good 

Mod Med Decl Mod Mod Reg/Nat MT-LT 

Med Decl Poor Poor 

Good Med Stable Good Mod 

Mod Med Impr Mod Mod 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Low 

Perm Low 

Development is likely to have some negative effects on A, B, C 
habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a 

-

++ ++ ++ ++ 

++ ++ ++ ++ 

local wildlife and habitats, particularly as Greenfield 

net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation
 sites at Creed Road are released for development in 

the longer term.  The component does require master 
planning to take into consideration the importance of 
retaining important boundary and protected trees and 
hedges, which should help to reduce the negative 
effects on biodiversity to some extent. 

9 To protect and enhance the quality, character ST-LT The component intends for development to be limited E 
and local distinctiveness of the natural in accordance with Oundle's special character and 

landscape and the built environment
 sensitive setting, which should benefit this objective. 

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and ST-LT Master plans for the developments at Ashton Road and D 
areas of historical, archaeological, geological Creed Road are required to ensure on-site features of

and cultural value and their settings
 importance, including Herne Lodge, and protected 

trees are retained. 
11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases It is likely that GHG emissions associated with J, O 

transportation may increase as a result of increasing 
residential, employment and service provision within 
Oundle thus attracting more residents and visitors who 
are most likely to drive in order to access services. An 
increase in housing and employment development is 
likely to result in a net gain in GHG emissions. 

-

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a MT-LT Whilst locating future development within existing O 
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes 

-
service centres should help to concentrate services, 
housing and employment in one area and therefore 
reduce the need to travel, the overall increase in 
population and services is likely to result in a net 
increase in private vehicle movements from visitors, 
commuters and residents. The component also makes 
provision for increasing car parking within the town 
centre, which is likely to further encourage the use of 
cars to access the town. 

13 To maintain or improve local air quality MT-LT - - - - Local air quality may be negatively affected by an O 
overall increase in private vehicle movements as a 
result of new development within Oundle. The 
component acknowledges the need to ensure that the 
local road network can accommodate growth which 
should help to reduce any associated congestion, 
which can have negative effects on local air quality. 

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground MT-LT Development is likely to increase the demand for P 
and surface water resources and minimise treated water, which could have a negative effect on 

demand for water
 local water resources especially as the population 

increases with time. The Plan does acknowledge that 
the surface water drainage system within Oundle will 
need to be upgraded in order to cope with new 
development, which is beneficial for this objective. 
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15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid MT-LT l 9 l 

le 9 l 

- l 

2 l 

I ? 

9 

Poor High Dec Poor Poor Loca

Good Med Stab Good Mod Loca

Poor Low Stable Poor Poor Loca

Poor Med Stable Poor Mod Loca

Mod Med mpr Mod Mod Sub-Reg ST-LT 

Mod Med Stable Mod Mod Sub-Reg MT-LT 

Perm Med 

Temp Med 

Perm High 

Perm Med 

Temp Med 

Perm Med 

The allocated sites for employment and housing (East P

additional risk


+ + ++ ++ 
Road, Ashton Road, Creed Road, Stoke Hill and 
Glapthorn Road) are not currently at risk from flooding. 
Therefore this component helps to reduce the effects 
of flooding by locating development away from areas of 
flood risk. However, an increase in hard surfacing as a 
result of new development may slightly increase the 
likelihood of flooding and have a negative effect on this 
objective. 

16 To ensure the efficient use of land ST-MT The policies contained within this component identify J, N 
primary development sites as those which are already 
within the built up area of the town in preference to 
Greenfield sites which would extend the built up area, 
and will be used only in the longer term. The reuse and 
change of use of certain buildings and sites is also 
regarded as efficient use of land. Some former 
agricultural land will be lost due to Site 3 development, 
however, this is a small-scale development and this 
loss is not deemed significant. 

++ + + ++ 

ST-LT 0 + + + The component includes policies which aim to re-use J, H, I, N 
finite resources, and primary resources 

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other 
and make more purposeful certain buildings (such as 

including productive soils Fletton House and perhaps Milton Road primary 
school), which can be viewed as being efficient use of 
resources. 

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by ST-LT - - - - The component is likely to encourage more visitors and G, J 
increasing energy efficiency and production of residents to the area, who are likely to travel 

renewable energy
 predominately by car thus reducing energy efficiency 

associated with transportation. There are some 
opportunities within new development to incorporate 
energy efficiency technologies and measures. 

- +  ++  +  The proposed developments are likely to increase the H, I, J, K 
recycling and composting 

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, 
population and economic activity of the town, which are 
likely to result in an increase in overall waste 
production. However, growth may make it more 
feasible to establish recycling initiatives and facilities, 
thus benefiting this objective in the longer term. 

+  ++  ++  ++  The intention is for Oundle to be developed in such a 

opportunities


20 To maintain or enhance employment 
way that it provides employment opportunities which 
are accessible for the rural north of the District. 
However, there are limited sites within Oundle which 
are suitable for employment development, which may 
limit the success in benefiting this objective. 
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21 To retain and enhance the factors which are Mod Med Stable 

Med Stable 

Mod Mod 99 

99 l 

Sub-Reg MT-LT 

Loca

+ 
conducive to wealth creation, including 
infrastructure and the local strengths and 
qualities that are attractive to visitors and 
investors 

MT-LT 22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability Mod Mod Mod Perm 

Perm Med 

Med + 
of town centres and market towns 

+++ +++ +++ 

++  +++  ++  

The component aims to ensure that the town's 
infrastructure is developed in advance of  economic 
and residential development. This should help to 
ensure that the town remains attractive to investors 
looking for an area which is economically sustainable 
and is attractive to residents, tourists, employees and 
visiting shoppers. 

The aim of the component is to ensure Oundle remains 
a viable town centre which offers services and 
employment to the surrounding rural areas in the North 
of the District. The proposed development should help 
to enhance the quality of the town's service offer and 
therefore contribute to its vibrancy and viability. 
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 Table A.6 – Updated Component 14 Assessment Table 
COMPONENT 14: THRAPSTON - STRATEGY AND ALLOCATIONS 
Refer to Table 2.1. 

Current Baseline FB - Cond Effects Assessment 
Cond Sens Trend ST Scale Dur T P Cert ST MT LT Sm 

56

/
i

resi i ili
l

9 Local + 
will i

provided cl
provi

i i igh Street. 

O 

i High Poor Poor 99 Local ++ ++ ++ ++ 

ill i ith a 

l
l ll lth 

di
di

le 9 Local Low 0 + + 
i

i i
wi

l i

i l

i
i

le 9 Local + + + + l
i

polici
i l i

l
i i

le 9 Local + i
l i

envi i

l ills Poor 9 Local + + + + 

l
empl

i i

resi

9 Local + 
l

empl ivi i
i

i

L, M 
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SA Objective MT/LT Mag Commentary Mitigation 
1 To improve accessibility and transport l nks from 

dential areas to key serv ces, fac ties and 
emp oyment areas 

Poor Med Stable Poor Poor MT-LT Perm Med ++  ++  ++  The component aims to ensure that employment land 
 be in locat ons which are accessible by road and 

close to existing built up areas. The new 
neighbourhood at Huntingdon Road is to consist of a 
mix of uses in order to ensure local services are 

ose to housing developments. Some 
sion is made to create new pedestrian links 

between new m xed use s tes and the H

2 To prov de opportunities for all people to meet 
their housing needs 

Poor Stable ST-LT Perm Med The component is to deliver the remaining requirement 
for housing in Thrapston as set out in the Core 
Strategy. This w nclude a new neighbourhood w
mix of land use types. 

3 To improve overall leve s of physical, mental 
and socia  we -being, and reduce hea

sparities between different groups and 
fferent areas 

Good Med Stab Mod Mod MT-LT Perm ++  General standards of health and well-being may benefit 
from the prov sion of improved civic space and new 
serv ces and facilities which are to be prov ded in line 

th new development as a result of this component. A 
new medica centre is to be provided w thin the new 
neighbourhood at Huntingdon Road to ensure that 
adequate health care provision is available to existing 
and new res dents as the town deve ops. 

4 To reduce the inc dences of crime and the fear 
of cr me 

Good Med Stab Good Good ST-LT Perm Med Continual investment and appropriate deve opment of 
the town centre should help to avo d any increase in 
crime. There may also be some benefits to community 

ng by increasing the footfall in central areas thus 
increas ng leve s of potential v gilance. 

5 To va ue and nurture a sense of belonging in a 
cohes ve community whilst respecting d versity 

Good Med Stab Mod Mod MT-LT Perm Med ++  ++  ++  The prov sion of new housing, employment 
opportunities additiona  local serv ces, improved built 

ronments and civ c space and infrastructure should 
all help to nurture a sense of belonging and encourage 
local residents to remain in the area and invest socially 
in the community. 

6 To improve overall leve s of education and sk Good Med Stable Mod MT-LT Perm Med A site at Springfield Farm has been identified as 
suitable for a new secondary school  which should help 
to accommodate the needs of an expanding town. 
However, no provisions to safeguard this site have 
been made. 
There may also be training opportunities as a resu t of 

oyment creation. 
7 To create healthy, clean and pleasant 

env ronments for people to enjoy liv ng, working 
and for recreation and to protect and enhance 

dential amenity 

Good Med Stable Good Mod MT-LT Perm Med ++  ++  ++  The component aims to enhance the town centre 
through redeve opment and create new housing, 

oyment, c c spaces and community serv ces in 
line w th development. These measures should help to 
improve the general quality of life for res dents. 
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8 To protect and enhance biodiversity, wildlife ST-LT l Good 2 Local 

Good 9 Local 

Good 9 Local 

l 22 

Poor l 22 

Good Med Dec Good 

Good Med Stable Good 

Good Med Stable Good 

Mod Med Dec Mod Mod Reg/Nat ST-LT 

Med Dec Poor Poor Sub-Reg ST-LT 

Perm
 Med


Perm
 Med


Perm
 Med


Perm
 High


Perm
 High


Biodiversity may be affected by development on A, B, C

habitats and green infrastructure to achieve a 


++
 ++
 ++
 ++


++
 ++
 ++
 ++


Greenfield and brownfield sites. The component does 

net gain and to avoid habitat fragmentation
 include recommendations for a master plan for the new


community at Huntingdon Road to ensure that areas of 

biodiversity interest are not negatively affected which 

may help to reduce any adverse effects. The 

associated increase in traffic may also cause 

disturbance to local wildlife.


9 To protect and enhance the quality, character MT-LT Development of Thrapston has the potential to alter the E 
and local distinctiveness of the natural existing character and quality of the built and natural 

landscape and the built environment
 environment. However, the component includes 

safeguards aimed at ensuring town centre 
redevelopment in particular contributes to improving 
the visual appearance of public areas, creates 
gateways to the town centre and creates a new civic 
space that enhances the settings of important 
buildings. Reducing vehicular access to the High Street 
may also improve the quality of this built environment. 

10 To protect and enhance sites, features and MT-LT The setting of Conservation Areas, St James's Church D 
areas of historical, archaeological, geological and certain Listed Buildings are to be enhanced with

and cultural value and their settings
 appropriate town centre redevelopment. The 

component also requires a master plan to be prepared 
for the new neighbourhood at Huntingdon Road to 
ensure it does not negatively affect areas of 
archaeological or geographical interest. 

11 To reduce emissions of greenhouse gases By reinforcing the role of Thrapston as a local service J, O 
centre it is likely that the component will result in more 
traffic associated with increased numbers of residents, 
commuters and visitors. This is likely to significantly 
increase GHG emissions associated with 
transportation as well as emissions associated with 
energy consumption in homes and employment 
buildings. 

12 To reduce reliance on the private car through a The component does not include provision for O 
modal shift to more sustainable transport modes improvement to public transport systems connecting 

new or existing developments, which is likely to result 
in a continued reliance on private vehicles. In addition, 
a number of new town centre car parking spaces are to 
be created as well as improvements to the road 
network to ensure accessibility by private car. Some 
pedestrian links are planned but these are unlikely to 
offset the increase in traffic as a result of the town's 
growth. 
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13 To maintain or improve local air quality MT-LT 2 Local 

22 

Poor High Poor 9 Local 

9 Local 

Poor Low ? 

Poor 2 Local 

? 

Good Med Stable Good Mod 

Mod Med Impr Mod Mod Sub-Reg ST-LT 

Decl Poor 

Good Med Stable Good Mod 

Stable Poor Poor Sub-Reg ST-LT 

Med Stable Poor Mod 

Mod Med Impr Mod Mod Sub-Reg ST-LT 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

Temp Med 

Local air quality may be negatively affected by an O 

++  

++  ++  ++  

increase in traffic which is expected as a result of 
increased service offer, residential areas and 
employment opportunities. 

14 To maintain or improve the quality of ground 

-

Increasing the extent of residential and employment P

and surface water resources and minimise 
 land use is likely to increase water consumption which

demand for water
 may negatively affect local water resources. An 

increase in hard surfacing and traffic as a result of new 
development may also increase the risk of pollution 
from surface run off. 

+ The component helps to avoid additional risk by P

additional risk


MT-LT 15 To reduce the impact of flooding and avoid + 
allocating land for development which is not within the 
high flood risk area. However, an increase in hard 
surfacing as a result of new development may increase 
the likelihood of flooding and have a negative effect on 
this objective. 

16 To ensure the efficient use of land ST-LT The component intends to maximise the use of existing J, N 
employment areas, provide 400 new houses on 
brownfield land and redevelop sites which become 
vacant following the relocation of current land uses. All 
these approaches help to make efficient use of land. 

+ 

+/- +/- +/- +/- Reusing existing sites is considered efficient use of J, H, I, N 
finite resources, and primary resources 

17 To ensure the efficient use of minerals, other 
primary resources as it reuses the existing 

including productive soils infrastructure and reduces the need to use primary 
materials in developing the land. It also reduces the 
need to locate on productive soils elsewhere. However, 
new development will inevitably consume primary 
resources, which is not necessary going to be efficient 
unless sustainable construction techniques are 
encouraged. 

18 To reduce carbon based energy use by ST-LT - - - - The component is likely to encourage more visitors and G, J 
increasing energy efficiency and production of residents to the area, who are likely to travel

renewable energy
 predominately by car thus reducing energy efficiency 

associated with transportation. There are some 
opportunities within new development to incorporate 
energy efficiency technologies and measures. 

- +  ++  +  The proposed developments are likely to increase the H, I, J, K 
recycling and composting 

19 To reduce waste arisings and increase reuse, 
population and economic activity of the town, which are 
likely to result in an increase in overall waste 
production. However, growth may make it more 
feasible to establish recycling initiatives and facilities, 
thus benefiting this objective in the longer term. 

5058016 ENC RNOTP SA Update Note (Final) V2.3.doc 58 



EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL 
RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN: UPDATED SUBMISSION DOCUMENT - SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL 

Sustainability Appraisal Update Note 

20 To maintain or enhance employment Mod Med Stable 

Med Stable 

Med Stable 

Mod Mod

opportunities


21 To retain and enhance the factors which are Mod Mod Mod

conducive to wealth creation, including 

infrastructure and the local strengths and 

qualities that are attractive to visitors and 

investors


MT-LT 
of town centres and market towns 

22 To protect and enhance the vitality and viability Mod Mod Mod 

9 

99 

99 l 

Sub-Reg ST-LT 

Sub-Reg MT-LT 

Loca

Perm High 

Perm Med 

Perm Med 

++ ++ ++ 
i

i

+ +++ +++ ites 

i ional 

i

i

+ i
i

its vi i
i

isitors. 

++ Existing employment areas are to be safeguarded as 
well as mak ng better use of under utilised land and 
assisting in retaining businesses w thin the local area, 
all of which should help to ensure a variety of 
employment opportunities. 

+++ The component aims to ensure that employment s
are well utilised and that businesses needing to 
expand are able to do so w thin Thrapston. Addit
infrastructure is to be provided in advance of new 
development to ensure that the area can support 
growth. Employment opportunit es and improved retail 
offer are to be provided. All of the above should help to 
benef t this objective. 

++  +++  ++  The a m of the component is to ensure Thrapston 
remains a v able town centre which offers services and 
employment to the surrounding rural areas. The 
proposed development should help to enhance the 
quality of the town's service offer and therefore protect 

brancy and v ability. The plans to redevelop the 
town centre should further help to create a v brant and 
popular area for residents and v
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