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Examination of East Northamptonshire Rural North, Oundle and 

Thrapston Plan (DPD) 

Day 3 Hearing Agenda – Oundle sitespecific issues 

I would expect the issue of overall housing land supply in Oundle and 
elsewhere to have been discussed under Matter B and the phasing of 
development on the allocated sites under Matter C. Discussion of 
employment strategy under Matter F on day 6 will consider the conclusions of 
the Employment Land Review. 

The agenda for this hearing is as follows:

1. The choice of Ashton Road/Herne Road and Creed Road as the two 
sites allocated for housing development under Policy OUN3. 

a. To what extent has the Roger Tym sustainability work (Doc. 322) 
and earlier assessments been taken into account? 

b. Is the figure of 145 dwellings for the Ashton Road site an 
appropriate one in view of identified traffic congestion problems? 
Should the figure be regarded as a minimum? 

c. What is the evidence to warrant the restriction on development by 
the possible need to provide for educational use on part of the Ashton 
Road site (policy OUN4)? Why is the plan not specific as to what the 
requirements are and why? Is Policy OUN4 considered sound? 

d. Are the requirements (Policy OUN3, af) for a master plan for the 
Ashton Road site reasonable? What is the likely timescale for the 
completion of this work? 

2. Alternative site analysis. This will take place in the context of the 
sustainability work undertaken. 

General questions 

a. Is the Roger Tym sustainability analysis considered to be sufficiently 
robust and credible to justify the choice of sites? 

b. What is the Council’s view on the possible allocation of the 4 
potential sites named in paragraph 8.11? Is one site considered to be 
any more suitable/deliverable/sustainable than any other? Why these 
4 sites rather than any others suggested? 

c. If further sites were to be identified is it considered that a further 
round of consultation and further sustainability appraisal work would 
be required? 

Sites (for discussion in turn)


“8.11 sites” – (i) land north of Benefield Road (92/101)


(ii) land adjacent to cemetery, Stoke Doyle Road (101/287) 



(iii) land east of Sutton Road (2833) 

(iv) land north of St Peter’s Rd. (336/2790) 
(Matter K Sustainability Appraisal) 

Other sites (v) Glapthorne Road (101) 

(vi) land west of Cotterstock Road (002) 

(vii) East Road (49/2738) 

East Road site 

This site, allocated for employment purposes in Policy OUN2, raises a series of 
specific questions. 

a.	 The preferred options document, paragraph 32.3, refers to a study 
funded by ODPM and the Northamptonshire Partnership which 
recommends that the site be developed for a mixed use scheme and 
that a development brief prepared by Roger Tym and Partners was to 
be consulted upon at the time of submission of this DPD. Was that 
done? 

b.	 On what basis was the decision taken not to pursue the mixed use 
option on this site (Paragraph 32.6) especially as this seems to have 
been favoured through the public consultation processes? 

c.	 In view of the evidence presented on the difficulties in letting the 
existing units on this employment site what evidence is there to 
suggest that redevelopment in accordance with Policy OUN2 is a 
realistic proposition? How would this be brought about in view of the 
land ownership position? 

d.	 If Policy OUN2 is to be implemented what is regarded as a realistic 
timescale? 

3. Policy OUN5. How would an alternative site for the primary school be 
identified other than through the DPD process? In the circumstances what is 
the purpose if including this policy in this DPD? 


