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It is not my intention to discuss the relative merits of individual sites, 
allocations or alternatives, during this hearing. I am primarily concerned with 
the justification and application of policies 6, 1215 and 22. 

1. Does the Plan give appropriate direction in terms of the impacts of new 
development on existing habitats and biodiversity? 

(a) Should policies 14 and 15 contain more detail in terms of the actions 
necessary to protect and enhance LNRs and biodiversity generally? 

2. Is the Appropriate assessment of the effect of the Plan on the Upper 
Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA considered adequate? 

(a) Are all now satisfied that the DPD, subject to amendment to Policy 6, 
is sound with regard to Appropriate Assessment? 

(b) With	 regard to the Nene Valley in general, is it considered that 
development plan policies (not just RNOTP) provide the necessary 
degree of environmental protection? 

3. Does the Plan give sufficient weight to issues of design, landscaping 
and the historic environment? 

(a) Is it appropriate to include additional policy detail for listed buildings 
(policy 13) or conservation areas in view of the guidance in PPG15? 

4. Is the Plan sufficiently robust in supporting the development of new 
green infrastructure and the enhancement of existing identified areas of open 
space? 

(a) In	 so far that this has not been discussed under Matter A, should 
Policy 6 provide more detail on the nature of the enhancements to be 
achieved within the green corridors? 

(b) What is the justification for the identification of open spaces (on the 
proposals map) under policy 22? Does the policy approach of 
resisting the loss of all existing open space properly reflect PPG17 
guidance and the recommendations in the PMP study? Should there 
be a more critical approach to protecting only those sites which are 
assessed to be of high value and/or quality? How will the “plan user” 
know which spaces are ranked as of high value? 

(c)	 What actions are intended to put criteria (b) and (c) of Policy 22 in to 
effect? 



(d) In paragraph 6.19 it is stated that an Open Space Strategy is to be 
prepared as an SPD but this is not listed in the current LDS. What is 
the Council’s intention in this regard? 

5. Is there adequate justification, in the light of advice in PPS7, for the 
inclusion of Policy 12 on the identification of open land within settlements. 
Are the individual areas adequately justified? 

(a) It	 appears that many of these areas are carried over from the 
adopted local plan but what is the evidence base for their 
identification and inclusion in this DPD? 

[The appropriateness of identifying individual areas of open space, such as in 
Deene, Deenethorpe and Warmington may be taken as examples only] 


