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Dear Sir 

RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE & THRAPSTON DPD EXAMINATION 

We refer to the Council’s responses to requests by the Inspector for further clarification on particular 
points arising during the hearing sessions, and in particular that relating to Matter B. The responses 
were tabled at the start of the session on Matter F, and we understand that comments can be made on 
these documents. 

On behalf of our client, Stamford Homes (Respondent 00049), we wish to comment as follows on the 
Council’s response to the Inspector’s request No.27, in which it sets out possible ways that the 
shortfall in allocated sites in Oundle in years 610 can be addressed: 

i.	 There can be no flexibility in the housing provision figures for Thrapston and Oundle, as

these are part of the adopted Core Spatial Strategy, and it is not permissible for them to be

amended through a Site Allocations Development Plan Document, even if the total ‘urban

area’ figure is the same as the combined figure for the individual towns. It should also be

noted that it is not proposed to reconsider these figures as part of the proposed early review of

the Core Spatial Strategy, as the review will only look at the distribution by settlement for the

period 202126.


ii.	 The only scope for flexibility is at the postadoption stage as part of managing housing

delivery. In this context, PPS3 (paragraphs 6267) advises that some flexibility can be applied

before specific management actions are required to address issues of performance at variance

from the housing and previously developed land trajectories.


iii.	 Urban potential sites for Oundle are rightly excluded from the housing trajectory, but in any

event the potential figure from this source is likely to be very low, for reasons discussed at the

hearing. Also the Council has not produced any detailed analysis to indicate how many

dwellings could reasonably be expected to come from such sites over the plan period; hence

this source should not be seen as making a significant potential contribution to meeting the

future housing requirement at Oundle.


Please ensure that the above comments are passed on to the Inspector. 
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Yours sincerely 

GEOFF BOLTON 
Associate 

Encs 
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