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STRATEGY REVIEW: 

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To agree the timetable for Core Spatial Strategy review and the associated 
Participation Action Plan. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 A draft programme to deliver the Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) review was 
agreed by the Joint Committee at its meeting on 31 July 2008, as part of 
proposed revisions to the Local Development Scheme (LDS). Since then 
further work has been undertaken that has led to a firming up of the draft 
programme, with a view to reaching adoption of a revised CSS by February 
2011. The proposed timetable is set out at section 3 of this report. 

2.2 The Joint Committee also agreed that a strategy for community and 
stakeholder engagement in the review process should be prepared for its 
consideration. A draft Participation Action Plan is introduced at section 4 of 
this report and included as Appendix 1. 

3. REVIEW TIMETABLE 

3.1 As recommended in the report considered at the 31 July meeting, the CSS 
review is intended to be focused on those matters identified by the Inspector, 
and a limited number of other matters that need to be addressed on a North 
Northamptonshire basis. These include infrastructure delivery; sources of 
housing to 2026; distribution of housing by settlement for the 2021 – 2026 
period; the balance of employment and housing trajectories; consideration of 
strategic distribution sites; and HGV parking issues. It was also noted that the 
scope of the review may need to be reconsidered if evidence emerging during 
the review has significant implications for the overall direction of the strategy. 

3.2 The Development Plan Regulations now require consultation to be 
undertaken on the scope of the Revised CSS. Embarking on this consultation 
early on will enable the extent of the review to be established. At this stage, 
changes to the CSS Vision and Objectives; the Green Infrastructure Strategy 
and the implementation policies at section 4 of the CSS are not anticipated. 
The timetable, incorporating this and other changes to the Development Plan 
Regulations, is set out below: 
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•	 Consult on scope of document/extent of - November-December 2008 

review 

•	 Scope the Sustainability Appraisal - February-March 2009 

•	 Develop spatial options - Committee June 2009 

•	 Consult on spatial options - June-July 2009 

•	 Prepare Submission Replacement CSS - Committee January 2010 

•	 Representations on Replacement CSS - February-March 2010 

•	 Submit Replacement CSS - May 2010 

•	 Examination - Pre-Hearing Meeting July 2010 
- Hearings Sept/Oct 2010 
- Inspectors Report January 2011 

•	 Adoption - Committee February 2011 

4.	 PARTICIPATION PLAN 

4.1	 The Participation Action Plan is prefaced by a short introduction, which sets 
the scene for the review and links it to the Sustainable Communities Strategies 
for the area. Links are also made with the adopted Statement of Community 
Involvement and with the county wide Consultation and Engagement Strategy 
that is currently in preparation. Initial work has been carried out with a view to 
developing a shared approach to community consultation that makes best use 
of resources. 

4.2	 The Action Plan allows for ongoing engagement of key stakeholders in options 
development and testing, with the main focus of wider community engagement 
around options (autumn 2009) when genuine alternative strategies on specific 
issues can be presented for debate. By this time there should be greater 
certainty regarding infrastructure delivery – a fundamental issue raised by 
communities during the preparation of the adopted CSS. 

4.3	 It is difficult to achieve widespread community engagement with the 
development of a strategic plan such as the CSS, as many do not see the 
links with their everyday lives. There is also a need to manage expectations, 
as we are not starting with a blank sheet of paper. Methods of engagement 
need to be wide ranging but the message needs to be focused. Although 
structured workshop sessions were generally positive and lively events, at 
both Issues and Options and Preferred Options stages of the current CSS; a 
range of other less intensive methods of engagement may draw in a wider 
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cross section of residents and businesses. These may include information 
leaflets; use of the internet, press and CD circulation. 

4.4	 Stakeholder engagement may take different forms to wider community 
engagement. Key agencies and service providers are already involved in 
discussions on infrastructure provision through NNDC’s work on the 
Programme of Development. This will form the basis of the Infrastructure 
delivery strategy for the revised CSS. A continuation of focused meetings and 
seminars with stakeholders will help to cement partnership working and 
ensure buy in to any revised proposals emerging from the review. 

5. RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that: 

1.	 The Joint Committee agree the revised timetable for CSS Review and the 
associated Participation Action Plan. 

Contact Officer: Andrew Longley 01536 274972 


