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Dear Andrew 

ENC: RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE AND THRAPSTON PLAN 

As requested in your letter received by email today, I am writing to outline the Government Office’s 
position on the housing issues raised in your letter to the Inspector dated 2nd October. I have not 
submitted a statement in relation to these matters as I will be attending the examination tomorrow 
and will be able to clarify our position for the Inspector then. 

I confirm that in relation to the housing matters we are not looking for the plan to go beyond the 
Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) plan period of 2021. Whilst there could be argued to be a technical 
inconsistency with PPS3 we see the review of the CSS as being the essential pre-requisite to set 
the framework for any review of this Development Plan Document (DPD). Also, as it is a part-district 
DPD, use of the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) Proposed Changes figures is not ideal, as these 
relate to the whole district. We also agree with the arguments you make about this prejudging the 
CSS review and lack of Strategic Housing Land Availability evidence to 2026. 

Our concern over the submission plan was the difficulty of determining how this DPD helps to 
deliver the CSS housing distribution in CSS table 5 and its lack of a housing trajectory re PPS3 
guidance. The additional work produced by East Northamptonshire Council (ENC) unpacks this, and 
while they have chosen to provide 3 trajectories, we would only be looking for a plan-wide 
indication. We acknowledge the reasons for including a rural windfall element in the calculations and 
suggested to ENC that they explain the basis for windfall potential, rather than just relying on 
historic rates in their technical paper. We would not object to the proposal to look at a 5 year land 
supply across North Northamptonshire, and we are not seeking to establish a 5 year land supply in 
this DPD area. Neither are we looking for a sub district approach that results in compliance with 
PPS3 for the sake of it - we were looking for more clarity on how the proposals in this plan 
contribute to the delivery of the CSS. 

I note that you make reference to many of the matters being debated at the CSS examination, but 
this does not come through in the DPD, possibly because of the timing of submission. Our 
general concerns were that this DPD could have made stronger linkages to the CSS. 

I trust that this is of assistance. 
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Yours sincerely 

Pamela Roberts 

PAMELA ROBERTS 
Sustainable Communities Directorate 
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