
Review of Local Plan Progress 

As Councillors are probably aware, the Key Issues document on the Local Plan 
Review was published in July 2001, the consultation period on this report was 
extended to May 2002 because of numerous factors. 

At the present time we are producing a document, which provides an overview of 
respondent’s views on the issues raised within the report through the consultation 
process.  The document will also include summaries of the questionnaire responses, 
ongoing work which has been undertaken by the planning policy unit and a short 
insight into recent developments at local, regional and national level. 

It is anticipated the document will be available by late February early March 2003.  

Responses to site specific representations will commence shortly after the 
publication of the progress report.  The responses to individual sites will be of a 
general nature with no direct answer to whether development in principle is 
acceptable or not.  We feel this is the way to progress as more information is 
required and the planning system as a whole is changing.   

Draft Village Confines 

The Northamptonshire County Structure Plan requires the Council to draw village 
confines in the replacement Local Plan. These will provide clear guidance to where 
the policies of the countryside apply and where policies relating to the built up areas 
are applicable. 

As you are aware, detailed surveys and assessments of village boundaries have 
been undertaken.  Draft village confines have been prepared and posted out to all 
the relevant Parish Councils, District Councillors and County Councillors for 
consultation. 

The consultation was conducted on an informal basis to establish a degree of 
community-ownership prior to the statutory consultation stages. The informal 
consultation period has now come to an end. The feedback is being analysed and 
village confines will be reviewed in light of the information gathered. 

In the context of the evolving planning system at national, regional and county level, 
the next step in formalising village confines remains uncertain, however it is 
envisaged full consultation will be undertaken later in the year. 

Milton Keynes South Midlands Study 

Please refer to the enclosed summary of progress. The document highlights the 
framework for the MKSM work, growth area assessments from which project briefs 
will be circulated at the meeting, the management structure and the draft work 
programme. 
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28 January 2003 

Progress report on current work 

As Councillors are probably aware, the Key Issues document on the Local 
Plan Review was published in July 2001, the consultation period on this report 
was extended to May 2002 because of numerous factors. 

At the present time we are producing a document, which provides an 
overview of respondent’s views on the issues raised within the report through 
the consultation process. The document will also include summaries of the 
questionnaire responses, ongoing work that has been undertaken by the 
planning policy unit and a short insight into recent developments at local, 
regional and national level. 

It is anticipated the document will be available by late February early March 
2003. 

Responses to site specific representations will commence shortly after the 
publication of the progress report.  The responses to individual sites will be of 
a general nature with no direct answer to whether development in principle is 
acceptable or not. We feel this is the way to progress as more information is 
required and the planning system as a whole is changing.   

Draft Village Confines 

The Northamptonshire County Structure Plan requires the Council to draw 
village confines in the replacement Local Plan. These will provide clear 
guidance to where the policies of the countryside apply and where policies 
relating to the built up areas are applicable. 

As you are aware, detailed surveys and assessments of village boundaries 
have been undertaken.  Draft village confines have been prepared and posted 
out to all the relevant Parish Councils, District Councillors and County 
Councillors for consultation.  Members of the team have so far attended 
meetings at Ashton, Benefield, Woodford, Denford, Brigstock, Fotheringhay 
and Newton Bromswold to explain the matter in more detail 

The consultation was conducted on an informal basis to establish a degree of 
community-ownership prior to the statutory consultation stages. The informal 
consultation period has now come to an end. The feedback is being analysed 
and village confines will be reviewed in light of the information gathered. 

In the context of the evolving planning system at national, regional and county 
level, the next step in formalising village confines remains uncertain, however 
it is envisaged full consultation will be undertaken later in the year. 



Milton Keynes South Midlands Study 

Please refer to the enclosed summary of progress.  The document highlights 
the framework for the MKSM work, growth area assessments (for which 
project briefs will be circulated at the meeting), the management structure and 
the draft work programme. 

Urban Potential Study 

Consultation is currently underway on an initial study.  Raunds Town Council 
were visited in early January and the Planning Policy Team Leader will be 
attending both Oundle and Rushden Town Council meetings in the coming 
weeks. 

A brief was prepared last December for consultants to carry out further work 
on the market context and development viability of the initial study.  Entec 
have now been appointed to carry out his work and will be presenting their 
draft final report to the Working Party in late March. All of the sites will then 
be examined again in the light of this work and any consultation responses, 
and the planning permission (commitments) information updated to 31 March 
2003, before publishing a final study in the summer. 

Ben Stacey 
23 January 2003 



LOCAL PLAN (LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK) WORKING PARTY 

Outline of Current and Forthcoming Work on Local Plan Replacement 

Urban Potential Study 

This study, required by government guidance in planning policy guidance note 3 
(PPG3) “Housing”, looks at the potential for infilling, redevelopment and new 
development within the built up areas of the six towns.  An initial study was published 
in November last year. It is currently being updated to take account of new 
permissions April 02 to March 03.  It will then be revised to take account of public 
consultation and consultants work (Entec) on market context and development 
viability. The revised document will need to be considered by the Working Party 
within the next two months. 

Land Supply SPG 

Consultation will close on 1 September, although late representations are expected 
from the Government Office.  A verbal update on the representations thus far will be 
given at the meeting and the document will then be revised for Strategy Committee 
on 22 September. 

Village Confines 

All villages have been surveyed and draft confines, or development limits, drawn up 
in line with the local plan definition.  Consultation was undertaken with Parish 
Councils and Members between November 2002 and March 2003) and has since 
been analysed and where appropriate changes made.  Draft supplementary planning 
guidance (SPG) is being prepared and will hopefully be reported to the next Working 
Party to approve the document for more widespread consultation. 

Rural Survey Work 

All villages have now been surveyed. Three concurrent surveys have looked at 
services/employment, village potential (infill and conversion opportunities within the 
village confines) and open space/recreation.  The intention is to use this information 
to help formulate a rural strategy, which will identify local service centres and provide 
a vision for rural development. There may be a possibility of bidding for East 
Midlands Development Agency (EMDA) funding for policy development aimed at 
achieving sustainable rural areas, as our experiences could inform the approach in 
other similar areas. The Rural Strategy would form interim policy, with the intention 
being to expand it into a Rural Areas Action Plan as part of the Local Development 
Framework. 



Sustainability Matrix 

Sites put forward by land owners, developers or their agents over the last two to 
three years are being comprehensively assessed against sequential and 
sustainability criteria included in PPG3 and the regional planning guidance.  It is 
hoped that this will provide a consistent baseline against which to consider potential 
land allocations for inclusion in the LDF. The results of this exercise will be brought 
to the working party shortly for discussion purposes. 

Engagement of consultants 

There are various areas where additional expertise is required beyond that existing 
within the planning policy team.  Money from the Planning Delivery Grant is being 
used to commission consultants to research areas such as flood risk, open space 
and recreation, town centres and retail health.  Briefs are being drafted for the 
various projects in order that the tendering process can be initiated.  We are required 
to underpin the LDF with a strategic flood risk assessment.  We are also required 
(Planning Policy Guidance note 17 “Open Space and Recreation”) to have a local 
assessment of needs before we can devise meaningful LDF proposals.  Similarly, 
basic information is lacking on retail opportunities and town centre vitality and 
viability, compromising our ability to devise long term strategies. 

Additionally, we are involved with (and part funding) work on landscape character 
assessment for the county and in updating housing needs assessment in partnership 
with Housing Services.  The team is also taking forward the Council’s decision on 7 
July to commission work on the capacity of the district to accommodate growth.  A 
brief has been prepared and it is expected that the work will begin shortly, to be 
completed before the end of the year and inform the Council’s case at the 
Examination in Public on the South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy. 

Other Supplementary Planning Guidance 

The team has an input to the preparation of countywide guidance on parking, 
planning out crime, landscape characterisation, green travel plans and planning 
obligations (particularly education).  Additionally work is underway on an Urban 
Design Framework, which will encompass existing SPG such as planning out crime 
and set a programme for the preparation of other detailed SPG on design.  This may 
be developed in association with adjoining and other (Welland) districts. 

Other Work 

The team is involved in work on the development of a sub-regional strategies for 
Peterborough and the Fens. A considerable amount of time has also been spent 
over the last few months on the South Midlands Growth Area work, including the 
background work on Local Delivery Vehicles to deliver the growth.  Joint working 
needs to be established with others, in order to recognise inter-relationships that 
exist between us (e.g. Stamford in the north and Bedford in the south) 



There is ongoing site specific work on areas that will eventually require the 
development of action area plans.  Examples at present are Rushden Town Centre 
(in association with the Smaller Urban Areas (SUA) master planning project); land 
east of Higham Ferrers (a draft development brief will be considered at the 
forthcoming Strategy Committee); and land at East Road, Oundle. 

The team is client-managing consultants conducting Local Delivery Vehicle, SUA 
and Thrapston master planning work. 

On the research side we are currently updating employment land supply information 
and providing information for structure plan and regional guidance monitoring. 

There is ongoing monitoring of housing and employment development, uses within 
shopping frontages and other town centre monitoring.  Annually we also gather 
information and provide returns on previously developed land and buildings for the 
National Land Use Database. 

Day to day enquiries, consultation on planning applications and work with corporate 
groups on planning obligations, housing needs service, site specific development 
teams etc. Development of planning policy information available on the internet. 

Karen Horner 
22 August 2003 


