
ENC response to RNOTP Inspectors requests – No 17 – supplementary 

Clarification of the evidence base for the settlement hierarchy – 

•	 ENC response to Inspector’s request for further information about the 
evidence base re the decision to designate Nassington and Warmington 
(but no other villages) as “smaller service centres” (RNOTP Policy 1(3)) 

As discussed at the Matter D session, the decision to designate Nassington and 
Warmington as “smaller service centres” stems from the Baker Associates study 
(DOC308): 

•	 Inspector’s concern – Baker study only covers around 40% of the RNOTP 
area – what is the justification for not designating other settlements as 
“smaller service centres”? 

ENC Response on these outstanding matters: 

Services and facilities in all villages were assessed by Council officers during summer 
2003 – details of this study were published in tabular form in the 2004 “Design for the 
Future” discussion papers (DOC402-405). 

Consultations were based around set questions, both about the settlement hierarchy and 
the need for settlement boundaries Based upon local services, the discussion papers 
asked respondents to consider the following settlements as possible service centres: 

•	 King’s Cliffe – subsequently confirmed by CSS 

•	 Barnwell 

•	 Brigstock 

•	 Woodford 

•	 Warmington 

The Rural North paper (DOC403) – invited respondents to identify possible service 
centres in addition to King’s Cliffe, noting that Bulwick, Easton on the Hill and 
Nassington all had a significant range of local services. 

The responses to the “Design for the Future” consultation were analysed and 
summarised in “Your Aspirations” (DOC406, p16). The consultation found that none of 
the respondents used services in any of these villages – all using local/ larger towns – 

•	 Only Aldwincle was identified through the consultation as being used for limited 
services, though the services and facilities survey found that this village has only 
a limited range of local services (e.g. no public house). 

This evidence demonstrates that neither Brigstock, nor Woodford were assessed as 
performing a service centre role. The Baker Associates study (DOC308) analysed the 
complicated relationships between villages in more detail, and its findings were the key 
consideration in the decision to designate Nassington and Warmington as smaller 
service centres. 


