
Appendix 10 – Sustainability Assessment of Three Towns Plan Objectives 


Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Objective 1: Promote Rushden as the principal settlement within the Plan area, reinforcing its continuing role as the primary urban centre 
within the District whilst recognising its supportive and complementary role within the framework of North Northamptonshire settlements. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  

+ + ++ Such growth should improve access for all within 
Rushden urban area (P) 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

+ + ++ Such growth should ensure new developments can be 
conveniently and safely accessed (P) 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs + + ++ Such growth should provide a variety of dwelling types 
and tenures in locations where people want to live (P) 

4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community + + ++ Such growth should provide a variety of dwelling types 
and tenures in locations where people want to live (P) 

5 Create mixed and balanced communities + + ++ Where new development is sustainable, this will assist in 
creating mixed and balanced communities (P) 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

+ + ++ Sustainable growth will contribute to improved health by 
improving access to facilities and services conducive to 
better health (P) 

7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime + + ++ Well designed new development can reduce crime but 
through focussed growth criminality may be more readily 
addressed in the future (P) 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 

+ + ++ Sustainable growth will assist in the strengthening of the 
community and facilitate diversity (P) 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

0 + + Regeneration of the town will reduce the need to travel 
to larger centres (P) 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

+ ++ + Regeneration of existing employment sites and 
implementation of existing commitments will provide 
further opportunities (P) 

11 Enhance school and library provision 0 + + Sustainable growth should help deliver new facilities (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

+ 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space + 

14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 
green space networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

+ 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
setting and character of settlements 

+ 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

+ 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

+ 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
from the effects of climate change 

? 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

? 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters + 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

+ 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

+ 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

+ 

+ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

? 

? 

+ 

+ 

++ 

+ 

++ Sustainable growth will provide improved living 
environments and residential amenity (P) 

++ Sustainable growth will protect areas of important open 
space within Rushden (P)  

++ The principle of sustainable growth in accordance with a 
sequential approach protects the environment (P) 

++ The principle of sustainable growth in accordance with a 
sequential approach protects the environment (P) 

++ The principle of sustainable growth in accordance with a 
sequential approach protects the environment (P) 

++ Sustainable growth should acknowledge the need to 
maintain and enhance the quality of the built 
environment (P) 

? A sustainable approach to development should reduce 
emissions in comparative and possibly absolute terms 

? A sustainable focus for growth should result in a 
reduction in pollution in comparative and possibly 
absolute terms e.g. by reducing the need to travel and 
car dependency  

++ A sustainable approach to development should 
contribute to improved water quality (P) 

++ Sustainable development should promote better water 
efficiency and improved drainage (P) 

++ Focussing growth within Rushden (principle urban area) 
should help ensure a greater use of brownfield sites, 
thereby protecting productive soil (P) 

+ Development will inevitably involve energy consumption 
and depletion of non renewable energy sources. 
However, the impact can be minimised through the 
principles of sustainable design (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? ? ? Development will inevitably involve some use of finite 
materials. However, the level of use can be reduced 
and the impact minimised through sustainable design 
and recycling  

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ + ++ Focussed growth will reduce the length of journeys to 
work and make employment opportunities more 
accessible (P) 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ + ++ Sustainable communities are attractive places in which 
to live, visit and invest  (P) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ + ++ Focussed growth within Rushden will assist in improving 
the vitality and viability of these centres (P) 

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

+ + ++ Focussed growth within Rushden will put less pressure 
on the existing infrastructure and allows for more 
focussed, strategic improvements to be made (P) 

Objective 2: Deliver a significant level of residential growth at Irthlingborough, incorporating appropriate complementary services, facilities 
and infrastructure, whilst affording careful consideration to the impact of growth on greenfield sites. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  

+ + ++ These objectives are compatible (P) 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

+ + ++ Such growth should ensure development can be 
conveniently and safely accessed (P) 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs + + ++ Such growth should provide a variety of dwelling types 
and tenures in locations where people want to live (P) 

4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community + + ++ Such growth should provide a variety of dwelling types 
and tenures in locations where people want to live (P) 

5 Create mixed and balanced communities + + ++ Where new development is sustainable, this will assist in 
creating mixed and balanced communities (P) 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

+ + ++ Provision of local services, housing, employment can 
help improve wellbeing (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime + Well designed new development can reduce crime but + ++ 

+ ++8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community + Sustainable growth will assist in the strengthening of the 
addressed in the future (P) 
through focussed growth criminality may be more readily 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
whilst respecting diversity 

0 Regeneration of the town will reduce the need to travel 
community and facilitate diversity (P) 

+ + 

++ ++ 
opportunities (P) 

+ + 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
services 

increase their contribution to society and the economy 
+ Managed sustainable growth will provide further 

to larger centres (P) 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
11 Enhance school and library provision 0 

+ Sustainable growth will provide improved living 
Sustainable growth should help deliver new facilities (P) 

+ ++ 
environments and residential amenity (P) 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space 
residential amenity 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 

+ Sustainable growth will protect areas of important open ++ ++ 

++ ++14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 

+ The principle of sustainable growth in accordance with a 
space within Irthlingborough (P)  

sequential approach protects the environment (P) 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
+ The principle of sustainable growth in accordance with a ++ ++ 

sequential approach protects the environment (P) 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
setting and character of settlements 

+ The principle of sustainable growth in accordance with a ++ ++ 

++ ++ 
maintain and enhance the quality of the built 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

environment 
+ Sustainable growth should acknowledge the need to 

sequential approach protects the environment (P) 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people ? A sustainable approach to development should reduce 
environment (P) 

? ? 

? ? 
reduction in pollution in comparative and possibly 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
from the effects of climate change 

and the integrity of the atmosphere 
? A sustainable focus for growth should result in a 

emissions in comparative and possibly absolute terms 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters + A sustainable approach to development should 
car dependency  
absolute terms e.g. by reducing the need to travel and 

+ ++ 
contribute to improved water quality (P) 

So
Ef
Pr
M

fective protection of the environment 
cial progress which recognises the needs of everyone 

udent use of natural resources 
aintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

+ + ++ Sustainable development should promote better water 
efficiency and improved drainage (P) 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

+ + ++ Significant growth within Irthlingborough should help 
ensure a greater use of brownfield sites, thereby 
protecting productive soil (P) 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

+ + + Development will inevitably involve energy consumption 
and depletion of non renewable energy sources. 
However, the impact can be minimised through the 
principles of sustainable design (P) 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? ? ? Development will inevitably involve some use of finite 
materials. However, the level of use can be reduced 
and the impact minimised through sustainable design 
and recycling  

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ + ++ Focussed growth within Irthlingborough will reduce the 
length of journeys to work and make employment 
opportunities more accessible (P) 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ + ++ Sustainable communities are attractive places in which 
to live, visit and invest (P) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ + ++ Focussed growth within Irthlingborough will assist in 
improving the vitality and viability of these centres (P) 

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

+ + ++ Focussed growth within Irthlingborough will put less 
pressure on the existing infrastructure and allows for 
more focussed, strategic improvements to be made (P) 

Objective 3: Exploit and enhance Higham Ferrers’ vitality and distinct historic identity. Promote the role of the town as a cultural centre by 
providing high quality unique services to the wider area. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities 

+ + ++ These objectives are compatible (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

? 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs 0 

4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community 0 

5 Create mixed and balanced communities + 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

+ 

7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime + 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 

+ 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

+ 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

+ 

11 Enhance school and library provision + 
12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

+ 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space + 

14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

+ 

? 

0 

0 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

++ 

++ 

++ 
+ 

++ 

++ 

? Promotion of Higham Ferrers’ cultural heritage needs to 
be reconciled with the additional traffic/ journeys that 
may be generated. 

0 Strategy allows for a limited level of housing growth 
within the town 

0 Strategy allows for a limited level of housing growth 
within the town 

+ Where the town’s vitality and quality of services are 
improved, this will assist in developing balanced 
communities (P) 

++ Improvement of local services can help improve 
wellbeing (P) 

++ Exploiting Higham Ferrers’ historic identity through 
appropriate proposals will reduce crime and fear of crime 
(P) 

++ Exploiting Higham Ferrers’ historic identity through 
appropriate proposals will assist in the strengthening of 
the community and facilitate diversity (P) 

++ Improving the quality of local services will reduce the 
need to travel to larger centres (P) 

++ Improving the quality of local services and exploiting 
Higham Ferrers’ historic identity will improve 
opportunities (P) 

++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 
++ Improving the quality of local services and exploiting 

Higham Ferrers’ historic identity will provide improved 
living environments and residential amenity (P) 

++ Improving the quality of local services and exploiting 
Higham Ferrers’ historic identity includes protecting 
areas of important open space (P)  

++ The principle of sustainable growth in accordance with a 
sequential approach protects the environment (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
setting and character of settlements 

+ 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

+ 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

+ 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
from the effects of climate change 

0 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

0 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters + 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

+ 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

0 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

0 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? 

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

? 

? 

? 

++ 

++ 

+ 

++ The principle of sustainable growth in accordance with a 
sequential approach protects the environment (P) 

++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

+ Improving quality of local services should encourage 
people to use these, which should reduce the need to 
travel and car dependency (P) 

+ Improving quality of local services should encourage 
people to use these, which should reduce the need to 
travel and car dependency (P) 

++ A sustainable approach to development should 
contribute to improved water quality (P) 

++ Sustainable development should promote better water 
efficiency and improved drainage (P) 

? Developing cultural identity may, in some cases, 
increase development pressure 

? Expoloting Higham Ferrers’ cultural identity will, 
inevitably, involve some energy consumption.  Impact 
can be minimised through sustainable design 

? Expoloting Higham Ferrers’ cultural identity will, 
inevitably, involve some use of finite materials.  
However, usage can be reduced and impact minimised 
through sustainable design and recycling  

++ Expoloting Higham Ferrers’ cultural identity will increase 
employment opportunities (P) 

++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

+ 

Objective 4: Enable villages to prosper, ensuring that vital local services, facilities and infrastructure are retained and appropriate 
opportunities are available to meet housing and employment need, including those of the farming communities. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

0 + ++ These objectives are compatible (P) 

0 + ++ Such growth should ensure development can be 

0 + ++ Housing provision is one of the purposes of this 

0 + ++ Housing provision is one of the purposes of this 

0 + ++ Sustainable provision of rural housing and employment 

0 + ++ Provision of local services, housing, employment can 

0 + + Provision of vital services can reduce crime (P) 
0 + + Provision of vital services can contribute to sustaining 

0 + + Should contribute to improved provision and access to 

0 + + 

0 + + 
+ + + 

Promotion of Higham Ferrers’ cultural heritage will need 
to occur alongside infrastructure improvements and 
allow for strategic improvements to be made (P) 

+ ++ 

conveniently and safely accessed (P) 

objective (P) 

objective (P) 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  
2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 
3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs 

4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community 

5 Create mixed and balanced communities 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 
7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime 
8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 
9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

Further employment opportunities in rural areas will 
assist people to gain skills and contribute to the local 
economy (P) 

facilities and services (P) 

will contribute to mixed and balanced communities (P)  

help improve wellbeing (P) 

and developing cohesive and diverse communities(P) 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

11 Enhance school and library provision 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Quality of life should be improved by the support 
proposed (P) 

Should contribute to improved provision (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space + + + Vital services will include these (P) 
14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

+ + + The achievement of a sustainable future should entail  
ecological protection and enhancement (P) 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
setting and character of settlements 

+ + + The achievement of a sustainable future should entail  
enhancement of the landscape and the character and 
setting of villages (P) 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

+ + + The achievement of a sustainable future should entail 
the safeguarding and enhancement of such features (P) 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

+ + + The achievement of a sustainable future should entail 
safeguarding and enhancing the built environment (P) 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
from the effects of climate change 

? ? ? The sustainable provision of rural services, housing and 
employment should reduce emissions in comparative 
and possibly absolute terms  

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

? ? ? The sustainable provision of rural services, housing and 
employment should reduce air pollution. in comparative 
and possibly absolute terms e.g. by reducing the need to 
travel 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters + + ++ A sustainable approach should contribute to improved 
water quality (P) 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

+ + ++ A sustainable approach should contribute to improved 
water conservation and control of flooding (P) 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

+ + ++ A sustainable approach should contribute to the efficient 
use of land unless (P)  

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

+ ++ ++ Development will inevitably involve energy consumption 
and depletion of non renewable energy sources. 
However, the impact can be minimised through the 
principles of sustainable design (P) 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? ? ? Development will inevitably involve use of some finite 
materials. However, the impact can be minimised 
through the principles of sustainable design and 
recycling (P) 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ Focussed growth will reduce the length of journeys to 
work and make employment opportunities more 
accessible (P) 

+ ++ 

+ ++26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ 

? 

Sustainable communities are attractive places in which 
to live, visit and invest (P) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ 

Improved sustainability of rural settlements may reduce 
reliance on local service centres and may have a small 
negative impact on town centre vitality and viability 

? ? 

+ +28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

Objective 5: Foster a diverse and robust economy, encouraging investment from internal and external sources in a variety of forms 

Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Med Long 

+ ++ These objectives are compatible (P) 

+ + 

+ + + Economic growth should enhance wealth and 

+ + + Economic growth should enhance wealth and 

0 + + 

0 + + 

A sustainable approach should necessitate the provision 
of adequate infrastructure (P) 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

es and opportunities  

sensitive to local opportunities, and increasing local self sufficiency. 
Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 

Short 
1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, faciliti

+ 

0 Appropriate economic development should seek to 
maintain and enhance accessibility and safety, with 
appropriate mitigation (P) 

accordingly increase access to housing (S) 

5 Create mixed and balanced communities 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs 

4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community 

Economic growth should enhance wealth and therefore 
form an important element in developing mixed and 
balanced communities (S) 

accordingly increase access to housing (S) 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Strong economic growth and associated wealth creation 
can enhance peoples’ quality of life, lifestyle and health, 
subject to employment demands (S) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime ? ? ? Increased affluence could reduce low level crime/ 
antisocial behaviour, but may also attract burglary etc 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 

0 + + Appropriate economic growth can contribute to 
community cohesion (S) 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

0 + + Strong economic growth may facilitate improvements to 
and creation of new community facilities and services (S) 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

+ ++ ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

11 Enhance school and library provision 0 + + Strong economic growth may facilitate improvements to 
educational infrastructure (S) 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

0 + + Strong and diverse economic growth with appropriate 
environmental safeguards should enhance communities’ 
quality of life (S) 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space 0 0 0 
14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

? ? ? Inappropriate employment-related development could 
damage local biodiversity.  Mitigation could alleviate 
negative impacts and enhance local ecology 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
setting and character of settlements 

? ? ? Inappropriate employment-related development could 
damage landscape character.  Mitigation could alleviate 
negative impacts and distinctiveness and quality of the 
local landscape 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

? ? ? Inappropriate employment-related development could 
damage archaeological, geological and historic features.  
Mitigation could alleviate negative impacts through 
sympathetic in-situ retention of features 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

? ? ? Inappropriate employment-related development could 
damage character of the built environment.  New 
employment development should incorporate 
appropriate design principles 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
from the effects of climate change 

? ? ? While development inevitably leads to some emissions, 
sustainable design/ building techniques will achieve a 
comparative reduction in greenhouse emissions  

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

? ? ? While development inevitably leads to some emissions, 
sustainable design/ building techniques will achieve a 
comparative reduction in air pollution 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters ? ? ? New employment development should incorporate 
sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) to safeguard and 
enhance ground and surface water (P) 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

+ + + New employment development should incorporate SuDS 
for water efficiency and to control flood risk (P) 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

+ + ? Use of previously developed land and minimising use of 
greenfield land should help to ensure efficient land use.  
Longer term requirements for greenfield development 
may result in loss of productive soil (S) 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

+ + + While development will lead to some increase in energy 
consumption high quality development should promote 
the efficient use of energy, including the use of 
alternative and renewable energy technology (P) 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? ? ? While development will inevitably use some finite 
materials, high quality development should seek to 
minimise their use and maximise recycling, thereby 
reducing usage in relative terms 

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ ++ ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ + + These objectives are compatible (P) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ + + These objectives are compatible (P) 

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

+ + ++ High quality employment development will need to be 
accompanied by appropriate infrastructure provision and 
improvement (P) 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Objective 6: Ensure the local labour force is matched in skills to existing and emerging employment opportunities, promoting a flexible, 
knowledge based economy. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  

+ + ++ These objectives are compatible (P) 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

0 + + New employment development should seek to maintain 
and enhance accessibility to employment opportunities, 
with appropriate infrastructure improvements (S) 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs + + + Skills development should enhance wealth and 
accordingly increase access to housing (S) 

4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community + + + Skills development should enhance wealth and 
accordingly increase access to housing (S) 

5 Create mixed and balanced communities 0 + + Skills development should enhance wealth and therefore 
form an important element in developing mixed and 
balanced communities (S) 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

0 + ++ Skills development and wealth creation can enhance 
peoples’ quality of life, lifestyle and health, subject to 
employment demands (S) 

7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime 0 + + Improved training opportunities could lead to reductions 
in crime/ antisocial behaviour (S) 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 

0 + + Skills development can contribute to community 
cohesion (S) 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

0 + ++ Development of new community facilities and services 
should assist local training opportunities (P) 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

+ ++ ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

11 Enhance school and library provision 0 + ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 
12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

0 + + New, knowledge based employment development 
should enable improvements in local working and living 
environments (S) 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space 0 0 0 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

0 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
setting and character of settlements 

0 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

? 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

0 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
from the effects of climate change 

? 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

? 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters ? 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

+ 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

+ 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

+ 

+ 

+ 

? 

+ 

? 

? 

? 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

? 

+ 

? 

? 

? 

+ 

? 

+ 

New, knowledge based employment development could 
assist improvements in local working and living 
environments and provide opportunities for new habitat/ 
biodiversity creation (S) 
New, knowledge based employment development 
should enable improvements in local environment and 
landscape quality (S) 
New employment-related development could damage 
archaeological, geological and historic features.  
Mitigation could alleviate negative impacts through 
sympathetic in-situ retention of features 
New, knowledge based employment development 
should enable improvements in quality of the built 
environment (S) 
While development inevitably leads to some emissions, 
sustainable design/ building techniques will achieve a 
comparative reduction in greenhouse emissions  
While development inevitably leads to some emissions, 
sustainable design/ building techniques will achieve a 
comparative reduction in air pollution 
New employment development should incorporate 
sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) to safeguard and 
enhance ground and surface water (P) 
New employment development should incorporate SuDS 
for water efficiency and to control flood risk (P) 
Use of previously developed land and minimising use of 
greenfield land should help to ensure efficient land use.  
Longer term requirements for greenfield development 
may result in loss of productive soil (S) 
While development will lead to some increase in energy 
consumption high quality development should promote 
the efficient use of energy, including the use of 
alternative and renewable energy technology (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
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Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? ? ? While development will inevitably use some finite 
materials, high quality development should seek to 
minimise their use and maximise recycling, thereby 
reducing usage in relative terms 

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ ++ ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ ++ ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ + + These objectives are compatible (P) 

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

+ + + New, knowledge based employment development will 
need to be accompanied by appropriate infrastructure 
provision and improvement (P) 

Objective 7: Deliver high quality residential growth focused on the urban centres which is sensitive to local environmental, social and 
economic conditions and which is guided by the strategic housing need. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  

+ + ++ These objectives are compatible (P) 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

? ? ? Development needs to ensure that accessibility and 
safety are maintained 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs ++ ++ ++ More homes will lead to a satisfaction of needs and 
requirements, particularly if affordable housing is 
provided (P) 

4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community ++ ++ ++ More homes will lead to a satisfaction of needs and 
requirements, particularly if affordable housing is 
provided (P) 

5 Create mixed and balanced communities ++ ++ ++ Variety of housing types will lead to mixed communities 
(P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
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15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
setting and character of settlements 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

+ + 

7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime 0 + 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 

++ ++ 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

0 ? 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

0 0 

11 Enhance school and library provision 0 ? 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

+ + 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space 0 ? 

14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

? ? 

? ? 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

? ? 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

0 + 

Development could have a negative impact on the 
landscape depending on its location. Mitigation can 
alleviate and negate negative impacts, while other 
measures could serve to enhance the distinctiveness 

ogy 

+ Mix of housing will provide for different needs and 
improve the quality of life, including health in the 
community (S) 

+ High quality housing development/ good design should 
lead to reduction in crime/ antisocial behaviour (S) 

++ A more diverse and cohesive community will be 
achieved by appropriate mixes of housing (P) 

? Use of planning obligations should enable development 
of new community facilities alongside housing 

0 

? Use of planning obligations should enable development 
of new educational facilities alongside housing 

+ A mix of housing in high quality developments will 
provide for different needs and improved quality of life 
(S) 

? Use of planning obligations should enable development 
of new areas of open space alongside housing 

? Development could lead to a decrease in biodiversity, 
depending on the location of development. Mitigation 
can alleviate and negate negative impacts and enhance 
local ecol

? 

and quality of the landscape 
? Development could have a negative impact on the 

cultural heritage and local geology, depending on its 
location. Mitigation can alleviate and negate negative 
impacts 

+ High quality housing development/ good design should 
enhance the local quality of the built environment (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
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Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
from the effects of climate change 

? 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

? 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters + 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

+ 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

+ 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

+ 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? 

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ 

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

+ 

? 

? 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

? 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

? 

? 

+ 

+ 

? 

+ 

? 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

While some increase in emissions would be unavoidable 
mitigation can help to offset this through sustainable 
development, design and building techniques, to achieve 
a reduction in comparative terms 
While some increase in pollution would be unavoidable 
mitigation can help to offset this through sustainable 
development, design and building techniques, to achieve 
a reduction in comparative terms 
Development incorporating SuDS would help address 
any issues that could occur (S) 
Development can be undertaken to maximise the 
efficient use of water and avoid any prospect of flooding 
(S) 
Use of previously developed land and minimising use of 
greenfield land, should help ensure the efficient use of 
land. However, the use of greenfield sites in the future 
may result in the loss of productive soil (S) 
Development can be undertaken  to minimise energy 
consumption and maximise efficiency (S) 
Development will inevitably consume finite materials, but 
sustainable development, design and building 
techniques should help reduce impact and achieve a 
relative reduction 
Construction provides employment, directly and 
indirectly (S) 
Good quality housing can be attractive to inward 
investment (S) 

Increased consumer demand and provision of town 
centre houses could be beneficial (S) 
Development will need to ensure adequate and 
appropriate infrastructure is provided (S) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
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5 Create mixed and balanced communities 

Objective 8: Deliver attractive, vibrant and complementary town centres that meet the economic, social and cultural aspirations of the 
community, which are well designed and provide high quality public spaces. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  

0 + ++ Enhancements will improve opportunities and access to 
services within established town centres (P) 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

0 + ++ Accessibility and safety should be maintained to ensure 
vibrancy of town centres (S) 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs 0 + + Vibrant town centres will include an element of housing 
to meet needs (P) 

4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community 0 + + Vibrant town centres will include an appropriate mix of 

0 + + 

0 + + 

0 + + Attractive and vibrant centres will address issues of 

0 + + Attractive and vibrant centres will address issues of both 

0 + + Enhancements will improve opportunities and access to 

0 + + Centres which meet the community aspirations are likely 

0 + + Enhancements will improve opportunities and access to 

+ + ++ 

+ + ++ 

A town centre that meets economic, social and cultural 
aspirations will assist in the creation of a mixed and 
balanced community (S) 

housing and retailing (P) 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 
9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

Ensuring community aspirations for town centre 
improvements can assist in improving health and 
reducing disparities (S) 

crime/ antisocial behaviour (S) 

social integration and diversity (S) 

community facilities within established town centres (P) 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 
11 Enhance school and library provision 

Attractive and vibrant centres fulfilling community 
aspirations will be conducive to enhancing quality of life 
(P) 

educational facilities around established centres (P) 

to contribute to assisting personal development (S) 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Attractive and vibrant centres fulfilling community 
aspirations will be conducive to retaining and enhancing 
public spaces (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
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14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

0 0 0 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
setting and character of settlements 

0 0 0 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

+ + ++ Attractive centres will incorporate and protect their 
cultural heritage (P) 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

+ + ++ Attractive centres will be characterised by a high quality 
built environment (P) 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
from the effects of climate change 

0 + + Attractive centres should reduce the need to travel and 
car dependency and as a consequence emissions (S) 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

0 + + Attractive centres should reduce the need to travel and 
car dependency and as a consequence air pollution (S) 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters 0 0 0 
21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

0 0 0 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

0 + + To achieve a vibrant centre brownfield sites will be 
prioritised for any development thereby making efficient 
use of land and safeguarding productive soil (S) 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

0 + + Meeting community needs in such centres is likely to be 
consistent with energy conservation (S) 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? ? ? It is unclear whether consumption would be reduced 
although the potential for reuse and recycling may well 
be comparatively greater in such centres 

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ + ++ Delivery of these centres will contribute to the provision 
of employment (P) 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ + ++ Attractive centres are conducive to the creation of wealth 
and the attraction of visitors and investors (P) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ ++ ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
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provided. 

+ + +28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 

Town centre enhancements will include the provision of 
necessary infrastructure (S) 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  

0 

Objective 9: Ensure high quality design and promote use of local materials to safeguard local distinctiveness and character of settlements. 
Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 

Short Med 
0 0 

Long 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

0 + + High quality design should seek to maintain and 
enhance accessibility and safety, with appropriate 
mitigation (P) 

4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community 
3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs 

0 
0 

+ 
0 

+ 
0 

High quality design should seek to address all aspects of 
communities’ housing requirements (S) 

5 Create mixed and balanced communities 0 + + High quality design should promote mixed and balanced 
communities (S) 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

? ? ? Promoting use of local materials may lead to increased 
housing costs and so increased disparities between 
social groups 

7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime 0 + + High quality design should incorporate measures to 
reduce crime and therefore fear of crime (P) 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 

0 + + Good design/ local distinctiveness can help define and 
develop cohesive communities (S) 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

+ + + High quality design should address requirements for 
community facilities and services (S) 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

0 0 0 

11 Enhance school and library provision + + + High quality design should address requirements for 
educational facilities and services (S) 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
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Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

0 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space + 

14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

+ 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
setting and character of settlements 

+ 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

+ 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

+ 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
from the effects of climate change 

? 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

? 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters + 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

+ 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

? 

+ 

++ 

+ 

+ 

++ 

++ 

? 

? 

+ 

+ 

? 

+ Good design standards and local distinctiveness will 
create better environments and a higher quality of life (P) 

++ High quality design should address the maintenance and 
enhancement of open space – important in defining local 
character and distinctiveness (P) 

+ High quality design should seek to preserve habitats and 
species and provide for appropriate access (P) 

+ High quality development should seek to maintain and 
enhance the landscape – important in defining local 
character and distinctiveness (P) 

++ Issues of design and character include protection and 
enhancement of cultural and geological heritage (S) 

++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

? While development inevitably leads to some emissions, 
high quality development and use of local materials will 
maximise energy efficiency, thereby reducing emissions 
in comparative and possibly absolute terms  

? While development inevitably leads to some emissions, 
high quality development and use of local materials will 
maximise energy efficiency, thereby minimising pollution 
levels 

+ High quality design should include sustainable drainage 
systems to safeguard and enhance ground and surface 
water (P) 

+ High quality development should promote water 
efficiency and incorporate sustainable drainage and take 
other steps to help control flood risk (P) 

? Where local character is defined by dispersed/ inefficient 
use of land, less efficient use of land may be necessary 
to maintain local character and distinctiveness 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
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Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

? ? ? While development inevitably leads to some energy 
consumption, high quality development and use of local 
materials will minimise the need to transport building 
materials and usage of non-renewable energy 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? ? ? While development will inevitably use some finite 
materials, high quality development should seek to 
minimise their use and maximise recycling, thereby 
reducing usage in relative terms 

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

0 0 0 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

0 + + Well designed development should be attractive to 
investors and visitors and be conducive to wealth 
creation (S) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ + + Good design adds to the attractiveness of  centres and 
is therefore conducive to their vitality and viability (S)  

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

+ + + High quality development should ensure infrastructure 
provision is adequate.  Good infrastructure will enhance 
local character and distinctiveness (S) 

Objective 10: Promote a range of transport modes suited to the local role of each settlement, ensuring accessibility for all sectors of the 
community and appropriate further connections to regional centres and wider transport links. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  

+ ++ ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

+ ++ ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs + + + Better accessibility broadens the amount and range of 
housing available to meet peoples needs (S) 

4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community + + + Better accessibility broadens the amount and range of 
housing available to meet the community requirements 
(S) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
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5 Create mixed and balanced communities Better accessibility will ensure improved choice for the 
least mobile groups (S) 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the More sustainable transport and greater accessibility 
disparities between different groups and different areas should help promote better health and reduce disparities 

7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime 
(S) 

+ + + 

0 + + 

0 0 0 
? ? ? 

0 + + 

0 + + 

0 + + 
0 + + 

0 0 0 
? ? ? 

? ? 

? ? 

? ? 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 

Better accessibility may broaden social mix and 
acceptance of diversity 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

Better accessibility can broaden the availability of 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and Better accessibility can help people gain skills and 
services and facilities ( S) 

11 Enhance school and library provision 
r contribution to society and the economy increase thei

Better accessibility can support provision (S) 
access employment (S) 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to More sustainable transport should provide environmental 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance benefits and greater accessibility, with consequent 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space 
residential amenity improvements  for the quality of life (P) 

14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and Improved accessibility could enable greater enjoyment of 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new wildlife, although potential for disturbance could be 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

? Transport infrastructure could have an adverse impact 
increased (S) 

distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the on the landscape as could any increase visitor numbers 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
setting and character of settlements 

? Transport infrastructure and traffic could have negative 
arising from improved accessibility(S) 

archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings impact on cultural heritage and local geology, although 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built ? Impact of transport infrastructure and traffic may have 
reduction in car dependency could be of benefit (S) 

environment negative impact on the quality of the built environment if 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 0 Reduction in car dependency can reduce emissions (P) 
implications not addressed (S) 

+ ++ 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
from the effects of climate change 

0 Reduction in car dependency can reduce pollution (P)+ ++ 

0  020 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

0 

So
Ef
Pr
M

fective protection of the environment 
cial progress which recognises the needs of everyone 

udent use of natural resources 
aintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 
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Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

0 0 0 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

0 0 0 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

0 + + Reduction in car dependency can assist energy 
conservation e.g. in manufacturing and for the provision 
of transport infrastructure (S) 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling 0 + ++ Reduction in car dependency can reduce use of finite 
materials e.g. in manufacturing and for transport 
infrastructure (S) 

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ + ++ Improved accessibility will expand employment 
opportunities and therefore helps reduce inequality (P) 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ + + Improved accessibility will expand employment 
opportunities, attracts visitors and investors and helps 
create wealth as a consequence (P) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ + ++ Improved accessibility  to town centres supports retailing 
and other facilities and therefore there vitality and 
viability and as a consequence that of the town centre as 
a whole (S) 

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

0 + ++ Reduction in car dependency reduces pressure on 
existing highway infrastructure and reduces demands for 
additional provision, allowing  the requirements of more 
sustainable means of transport to be satisfied (S) 

Objective 11: Promote the provision and ongoing maintenance of essential local infrastructure, including community services and facilities, 
matched to the role and requirements of each settlement, whilst addressing any present deficiencies. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities 

+ ++ ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

0 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs 0 
4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community 0 

5 Create mixed and balanced communities 0 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

0 

7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime 0 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 

0 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

+ 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

0 

11 Enhance school and library provision + 
12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

0 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space 0 

14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

? 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
setting and character of settlements 

? 

+ 

0 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

++ 

+ 

++ 
+ 

+ 

? 

? 

++ New local infrastructure will itself mitigate increased 
impact of new development on transport infrastructure 
(P) 

0 
+ Maintenance of local infrastructure will ensure balanced 

community housing requirements (S) 
+ New development supported by appropriate 

infrastructure will assist in creating mixed and balanced 
communities (S) 

+ New development supported by appropriate 
infrastructure will assist overall levels of health (S) 

+ Effective community infrastructure should assist 
reduction in crime/ antisocial behaviour (S) 

+ New development supported by appropriate 
infrastructure will assist in maintaining cohesive 
communities (S) 

++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

+ Enhanced community facilities assist people’s personal 
development (S) 

++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 
++ Provision of sustainable infrastructure will support 

healthy local environments/ residential amenity (S) 

+ Open space as an important element of infrastructure 
should benefit (P) 

? Provision of infrastructure (particularly roads etc) may 
have a harmful impact on existing habitats. Carefully 
planned growth will allow maintenance and 
enhancement of habitats and species  

? Provision of infrastructure (particularly roads etc) may 
have a harmful impact on existing features. Carefully 
planned growth will protect the landscape 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

? ? ? Provision of infrastructure (particularly roads and 
services) may have a harmful impact on existing 
features. Carefully planned growth will allow their 
protection and enhancement  

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

? ? ? New infrastructure may not always achieve 
enhancement of the built environment, but should not be 
detrimental given appropriate mitigation 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
from the effects of climate change 

? ? ? Improved infrastructure could reduce emissions in 
comparative and possibly absolute terms e.g. by 
reducing the need to travel and car dependency and by 
the provision of renewable energy infrastructure 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

? ? ? Improved infrastructure should help reduce pollution in 
comparative and possibly absolute terms, e.g. by 
reducing the need to travel and car dependency and by 
the provision of renewable energy infrastructure 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters 0 + + Improved infrastructure should help ensure water quality 
is safeguarded and enhanced (S) 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

0 + + Improved infrastructure should help address the efficient 
use of water and flood control issues (S) 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

0 0 0 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

0 + + Improved infrastructure should help minimise energy 
consumption. e.g. by reducing the need to travel and car 
dependency and by the provision of renewable energy 
infrastructure (P) 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? ? ? The consumption of finite materials in the provision of 
infrastructure could be reduced in comparative and 
possibly absolute terms, particularly if materials are 
recycled 

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ + + Improved infrastructure will assist in the provision of 
employment opportunities and improve access to them 
(S) 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ + + Improved infrastructure can support the economy and 
attract investors and visitors to the area and thereby be 
conducive to wealth creation (S) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ + + New development in town centres with improved 
infrastructure will benefit their vitality and viability (S) 

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

0 + ++ These objectives are compatible (P) 

Objective 12: Ensure that all sectors of the community have adequate access to vital health services as well as leisure and recreational 
facilities, promoting healthy and active communities. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  

+ ++ ++ These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

0 0 0 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs 0 0 0 
4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community 0 + + Provision of health and recreational facilities will ensure 

balanced community housing requirements (S) 
5 Create mixed and balanced communities 0 + ++ Enable access by all sectors of the community to such 

facilities to create mixed and balanced communities (P) 
6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

0 + ++ Improved access to recreation and leisure facilities 
should enhance health and reduce disparities (P) 

7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime 0 + ++ Improved access to recreation and leisure facilities 
should divert people from criminal activities (S) 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 
whilst respecting diversity 

0 + ++ Improved access to recreation and leisure facilities 
should encourage people to interact and therefore build 
a more cohesive community (S) 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

0 + ++ Recreation and leisure facilities comprise elements of 
community facilities and services (P) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

0 Should help develop sporting and social skills (P) + ++ 

+ ++11 Enhance school and library provision 0 

0 

Joint provision of facilities should be mutually supportive 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
residential amenity 

Recreation and leisure facilities should enhance the 
(P) 

+ ++ 
quality of life and would be an important part of local 
environment (P) 

+ ++ 
14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space 0 

+ Recreation and leisure facilities would include open 
These objectives are compatible (P) 

+ + 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 

+ Certain recreation and leisure facilities if appropriately 

space which could also comprise wildlife habitats (S) 

+ + 
located and designed could serve to enhance the 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
setting and character of settlements 
distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 

archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 
+ Certain recreation and leisure facilities if appropriately 

landscape (S) 
+ + 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

+ Certain recreation and leisure facilities if appropriately 
enhance the cultural heritage (S) 
located and designed could serve to safeguard and 

+ + 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 0 Recreation and leisure facilities accessible by means 
environment (S) 
located and designed could serve to enhance the built 

+ + 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
from the effects of climate change 

0 Recreation and leisure facilities accessible by means 
other than the car should reduce emissions (S) 

+ + 

+ +20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

+ Water based recreation and leisure could encourage 
other than the car should reduce pollution (S) 

21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

? 

+ 

Flood prevention measures can, in certain cases, 
improvements in water quality (S) 

? ? 
provide additional recreational facilities 

+ + Provision of accessible recreation and leisure facilities 
productive soil 
22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 

should be consistent with the efficient use of land, 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 0 Recreation and leisure facilities accessible by means 
particularly if brownfield sites are used (S) 

+ + 
other than the car should be consistent with energy 
conservation (S) 

So
Ef
Pr
M

fective protection of the environment 
cial progress which recognises the needs of everyone 

maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

udent use of natural resources 
aintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 
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Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling ? ? ? It is not clear whether such provision would reduce the 
use of finite materials although the potential to do so in 
relative terms would have exist 

25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ + + Recreation and leisure facilities could be a source of 
employment opportunities (S) 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ + + Recreation and leisure facilities could be a source of 
employment opportunities and encourage the 
establishment of a healthy labour force and be attractive 
to investors and visitors (S) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ ++ ++ Recreation and leisure facilities in town centres would 
contribute to enhancing their vitality and viability (P) 

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

0 + ++ Recreation and leisure facilities are an important 
element of social infrastructure which can meet existing 
and future need and should also meet associated 
requirements (P) 

Objective 13: Protect, enhance and manage the local natural environment with due regard to regional and wider implications. Develop an 
accessible inter-connected green infrastructure network. 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 
Short Med Long 

1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  

0 0 0 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

0 + + Development of a green infrastructure network could 
also include the development of off-road cycle routes (S) 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs 0 0 0 
4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community 0 0 0 
5 Create mixed and balanced communities 0 0 0 
6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

0 + + Preservation of the countryside and the maintenance 
and enhancement of access can lead to improved health 
(S) 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 



7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime 0 Projects for enhancement of natural environment could 

8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community The maintenance and enhancement of an attractive 
behaviour (S) 

whilst respecting diversity environment will contribute to the development of a 
sense of community ownership and as a consequence 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

0 

0 

promote cohesion (S) 

+ + 
assist in directing people away from crime/ antisocial 

+ + + 

0 0 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

0 0 

0 0 0 
0 + ++ 

+ + + 

++ ++ ++ 

++ ++ ++ 

++ ++ ++ 

++ ++ ++ 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
11 Enhance school and library provision 

enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 
Conservation of the environment, particularly the 
countryside, should enhance quality of life (P) 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space 
residential amenity 

Maintenance of open space will serve to enhance local 

14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 

These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 
natural environment (P) 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
setting and character of settlements 

These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 

These objectives are strongly compatible (P) 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
environment 

from the effects of climate change 
Enhancement of natural environment, e.g. tree planting, 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 0 
emission (S) 

+ + ++ 
will assist in reducing overall levels of greenhouse gas 

0 0 

+ +20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

+ Water is an important element in the local environment, 
which would be protected and enhanced (P) 

So
Ef
Pr
M

fective protection of the environment 
cial progress which recognises the needs of everyone 

udent use of natural resources 
aintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 
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21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

? ? ? The control of flooding in some cases may not be 
consistent with environmental protection 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

+ ++ ++ Protection of the environment, particularly the 
countryside, would be consistent with the efficient use of 
land (P) 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

0 0 0 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling 0 0 0 
25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ + + Enhancement of green infrastructure should lead to 
overall environmental improvements, increasingly 
attractive to investors and visitors, thereby expanding 
employment opportunities (S)  

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ + + Conservation of the countryside and retention of historic 
character should enhance the area, which as a 
consequence would be increasingly attractive to 
investors and visitors (S)  

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ + + Protection and enhancement of local environmental 
qualities, in particular new green infrastructure should 
enhance the appeal of town centres (S) 

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

0 0 0 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Objective 14: Foster safer communities, reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour. 
Sustainability Appraisal Objectives Assessment Comments / Proposed Mitigation 

Short Med Long 
1 Enable people all to have similar access and sufficient levels of 
access to services, facilities and opportunities  

0 + + Improved actual and perceived safety should improve 
peoples accessibility (S) 

2 Ensure measures are taken to mitigate the additional impact of new 
developments on transport infrastructure 

0 0 0 

3 Provide the opportunity for people to meet their housing needs 0 0 0 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
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4 Meet housing requirements of the whole community 0 

0 

Improvements in community safety will fulfil broader 
community needs associated with new housing (S) 

+ ++ 

+ +5 Create mixed and balanced communities Improved actual and perceived safety should contribute 
to better understanding and tolerance and as a 
consequence more balanced and mixed communities 
(S) 

6 Improve overall levels of physical and mental health, reduce the 
disparities between different groups and different areas 

+ 

+ 

Improved actual and perceived safety should contribute + + 
to a healthier community (P) 

++ ++ 
++ ++8 Value and nurture a sense of belonging in a cohesive community 

7 Reduce the incidence of crime and the fear of crime 

whilst respecting diversity 
+ Improved actual and perceived safety will lead to a more 

These objectives seek to achieve similar results (P) 

cohesive community by developing understanding and 

9 Improve provision of conveniently located community facilities and 
services 

+ Improved actual and perceived safety should contribute 
tolerance (S) 

+ + 

10 Assist people in gaining the skills to fulfil their potential and 
increase their contribution to society and the economy 

0 Developing training/ economic opportunities should 
(S) 
to better accessibility for people to facilities and services 

+ ++ 
enable people to develop their role in society, thus 

11 Enhance school and library provision 0 Improved educational facilities should enable people to 
develop new skills, thus leading to reduced crime/ 
antisocial behaviour (S) 

leading to reduced crime/ antisocial behaviour (S) 
+ + 

12 To create healthy, clean and pleasant environments for people to 
enjoy living, working and recreating in and to protect and enhance 

+ Improved actual and perceived safety should contribute ++ ++ 
to an enhanced quality of life (P) 

13 To maintain and enhance areas of important open space 
residential amenity 

+ Improved actual and perceived safety should contribute 

14 Maintain and enhance the diversity and abundance of species and 
their habitats, including those specifically protected, and create new 

to peoples use and enjoyment of open space (P) 
+ + 

0 0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

15 Maintain and enhance the quality, character and local 
greenspace networks for wildlife to flourish and people to enjoy 

distinctiveness of the landscape, including its contribution to the 
0 

16 Protect and enhance sites, features and areas of historical, 
setting and character of settlements 

archaeological, geological and cultural value and their settings 
0 

So
Ef
Pr
M

fective protection of the environment 
cial progress which recognises the needs of everyone 

udent use of natural resources 
aintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 
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17 Maintain and enhance the quality and distinctiveness of the built 
environment 

+ + + Measures to improve actual and perceived safety should 
enhance the quality of the built environment (S) 

18 Reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases and protect people 
from the effects of climate change 

0 0 0 

19 Reduce all forms of air pollution in the interests of local air quality 
and the integrity of the atmosphere 

0 0 0 

20 Maintain and improve the quality of ground and river waters 0 0 0 
21 Ensure adequate water supply maximise water efficiency and 
reduce the risks of flooding 

+ + + Measures to improve safety would include the control of 
flooding where appropriate (P) 

22 Ensure the efficient use of land and maintain the resource of 
productive soil 

0 0 0 

23 Minimise energy consumption, increase energy efficiency and 
maintain the stock of non renewable energy sources 

0 0 0 

24 Reduce the consumption of finite materials and increase recycling 0 0 0 
25 Maintain and enhance employment opportunities and to reduce 
the disparities arising from unequal access to jobs 

+ + + Improved actual and perceived safety will make the area 
more attractive to investors and visitors and as a 
consequence lead to employment growth (S) 

26 Retain and enhance the factors which are conducive to wealth 
creation, including personal creativity, infrastructure, and the local 
strengths and qualities that are attractive to visitors and investors  

+ + + Improved actual and perceived safety will make the area 
more attractive to investors and visitors and as a 
consequence contribute to wealth creation (S) 

27 Protect and enhance the vitality and viability of town centres and 
market towns 

+ + + Improved actual and perceived safety in town centres 
will be more attractive to investors, businesses, visitors 
and other users of centres and thereby contribute to their 
to vitality and viability (S) 

28 Ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is sufficient 
to serve new development or that new infrastructure can be viably 
provided. 

0 + + Measures to improve safety would include the provision 
of appropriate infrastructure, as required (P) 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 
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0    

Key 


Relationship between objectives is: 


++ Strongly Positive 

+ Positive 

No Effect 
? Uncertain 
- Negative 
-- Strongly Negative 

In the: 

• Short term; 

• Medium Term; or 

• Long Term; 

Is there consistent or inconsistent relationship between objectives primary (P) (direct) or secondary (S) (indirect)? 

Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone 
Effective protection of the environment 
Prudent use of natural resources 
Maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and employment 

Key: - Negative  + Positive   ++ Strongly Positive  0 No Effect  ? Uncertain 
P = Primary S = Secondary 


